ANNEXURE D – TESTIMONIES
Testimony 1
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.Z.
14
2 January 2013
Beit Ummar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 2 January 2013, a 14-year-old boy from Beit Ummar, in the West Bank, was
arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2.30 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

My name is M.Z., I am 14-years-old. I live in Beit Ummar, near Hebron, in the West Bank.

2.

I was asleep at home on 2 January 2013, when I suddenly woke up to the sound of loud
banging at our front door. It was 2.30 a.m. Minutes later Israeli soldiers entered my bedroom
and told me I had to go with them. They didn’t tell me why or where they were taking me. I
put on some clothes and followed them.

3.

A soldier blindfolded me just outside our house and tied my hands behind my back. He used
two plastic ties, which he both wrapped tightly around my wrists, binding my two hands
together very tightly. I was pushed into a military vehicle that was waiting on the street and
was made to sit on the metal floor. The vehicle stopped after a short drive and I was asked to
get off. Soldiers walked me to a place in Etzion settlement. My blindfold was removed and a
doctor asked me some questions. My hands were still tied.

4.

I was then taken to see an interrogator. He didn’t tell me his name. He shouted at me and
asked me whether I threw stones. I told him I didn’t. He got very upset when I told him I
didn’t throw stones and he banged the table angrily. He nearly broke the table. He shouted at
me and threatened to bring my brothers. I was scared.

5.

He showed me a paper written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I refused to sign the paper
and told him I didn’t understand Hebrew. He claimed other children had confessed against me.

6.

He blindfolded me again and asked me to wait outside. Half-an-hour later I was taken and
interrogated again by a different interrogator. He lifted my blindfold and told me his name was
Ibrahim. I think he was a policeman. There was a tape recorder on his desk. He asked me the
same questions as the other interrogator but he asked the questions more aggressively. I was
more scared of him than the first interrogator. He showed me a paper written in Hebrew and
asked me to sign it but again I refused.
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7.

I was taken to another room where I waited until 4.00 p.m. when a third interrogator named
Yacoub interrogated me again asking me the same questions. He too showed me a paper
written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it but I refused. I denied having thrown stones and
insisted on not signing any papers in Hebrew. I was taken to a prison cell where I waited until
8.30 p.m.

8.

At 8.30 p.m. I was put on the floor of an army vehicle and told I was being taken to Ofer
prison, near Ramallah. We got to Ofer around 9.30 p.m. In Ofer, at around midnight, I was
given some food by the other prisoners.

9.

The following day I was taken to Ofer military court. In court I met a lawyer for the first time
since my arrest. The military judge requested that my family pay bail of NIS 500 in order for
me to be released. My parents were not informed of the court session and they did not attend,
so I was taken back to prison since there was no way for my parents to pay the bail that day.

10.

The following day I was taken for yet another interrogation based on secret evidence against
me. My father later told me my classmates had told the interrogator they knew me. A charge
sheet was presented against me. I later found out that a friend of mine from the village had told
the interrogator I threw a stone with him.

11.

In court the judge gave me four months in jail and added another four months because of a
previous suspended sentence. My lawyer objected. He told the court it wasn’t fair for me to
get a longer sentence than the other child who confessed against me and was given two
months imprisonment for the same offence. The Court was adjourned.

12.

On the last court session I was given a total of six months in prison instead of eight but then
my father “bought” me a month by paying NIS 1,000. He so badly wanted me to go back to
school as soon as possible.

13.

I was released from prison on 2 May 2013. When I came home five months after being
arrested I was surprised when my little sister who was 9 months old didn’t recognize me. I
didn’t anticipate this. She cried each time I got near her and tried to play with her.

14.

I go to the YMCA in Hebron twice a week during the summer holiday together with other
children who had been to prison for counselling. I like it there.

Testimony 2
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

R.A.
14
3 January 2013
Beit Ummar, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails
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Summary: On 3 January 2013, a 14-year-old boy from Beit Ummar is arrested by Israeli
soldiers at 3:30 a.m. and accused of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails.
1.

I was asleep when my brother woke me up at around 3.30 a.m. and told me my father wanted
to see me in the living room. I got up and went to the living room and saw four Israeli soldiers
standing there. I was shocked. The commander asked me for my name and told me to follow
him. My father interrupted and told him to allow me to put on some clothes since it was a cold
night.

2.

I went back to my bedroom to get dressed and the commander followed me. After I got
dressed I followed the commander outside the house but I didn’t know where he was taking
me or why; he didn’t tell me anything. There were lots of soldiers around the house. The
neighbourhood looked like a battlefield.

3.

Once outside a soldier tied my hands behind my back with three plastic ties and blindfolded
me. I was pushed into a military vehicle and was made to sit on the metal floor. Soldiers
cursed me and said bad things about my mother; they called me a son of a whore. One soldier
slapped me on the back of my neck. We arrived at the Israeli settlement of Gush Etzion about
one hour later. I was led up some stairs, still tied and blindfolded, and made to wait for about
two hours. I tried to sit down on the floor but somebody prevented me from doing so. I was
very tired. I was then taken to see an interrogator.

4.

The interrogator asked me whether I went to a funeral in our village. I refused to answer his
question and asked him to remove my blindfold first. He took off my blindfold, cut off the
hand ties and continued to ask me questions about the funeral. I was alone with the
interrogator and he did not tell me his name. When I told him I didn’t attend the funeral he got
very angry and banged the table. He told me others had confessed against me. He mentioned
some names. He asked me whether I threw stones or Molotov cocktails. In the end I confessed
to throwing stones. He then passed me on to another interrogator in another room.

5.

The second interrogator asked me the same questions. He was angry and shouted at me. He
then showed me a document written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. When I asked him
what it said he told me it was what I had told him, so I signed the document. The interrogation
lasted about one-and-a-half hours. I was then taken to an open area where I sat on a bench for
about three hours. I was blindfolded and my hands were tied in front of me with three plastic
ties. I wasn’t given any food or water but I was allowed to use the toilet once.

6.

Later that evening I was given a meal and was then transferred to Ofer Prison, near Ramallah,
in the West Bank. On arrival at Ofer I was made to stay in the vehicle for about two hours. It
was a cold night and I was very tired.

7.

Two days later I was taken to Ofer military court just after breakfast at around 6.00 a.m. I was
tied with metal handcuffs and taken in a military vehicle with other children to court. It wasn’t
until 5.00 p.m. that my turn came.

8.

In the military court I saw a lawyer for the first time. He brought me greetings from my
parents and told me they couldn’t attend court because they were not informed I was there in
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time. I didn’t understand much of what went on in court but the lawyer told me the session
was adjourned for two days. There was an interpreter but I couldn’t understand what he was
saying.
9.

I think I had around six or seven military court sessions before my lawyer accepted a plea
bargain on my behalf. My parents attended most of the court sessions and my mother cried
when she saw me for the first time. I told her from where I was standing in the court that I was
ok and that children from our village were in the same cell as me.

10.

The prosecutor wanted a prison sentence of eight months, but I was ultimately given three
months and a fine of NIS 1,500.

11.

In prison I was allowed to study Hebrew but no other topics. My mother was able to visit me
once. She came with my younger sister. I was allowed to speak to her through a speaker from
behind a glass barrier. The visit lasted for about 45 minutes.

12.

My friends were very happy to see me back. I missed many school days. My school report will
come out next week and I am a bit anxious.

Testimony 3
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

Y.M.
17
7 January 2013
Beit Ummar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 7 January 2013, a 17-year-old boy from Beit Ummar, in the West Bank, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2.30 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I woke up at around 2.30 a.m. to the sound of loud banging at our front door. Somebody was
saying in Arabic: 'Open the door, this is the army.’ My father opened the door while I stayed
in my room. All of a sudden Israeli soldiers entered my room. I didn’t expect this to happen, I
was shocked.

2.

They allowed me to get dressed and then two soldiers escorted me out of the house. They
didn’t tell me why they were taking me or where, and they didn’t have anything in writing to
show me or my family. I said goodbye to my parents and left with the soldiers.

3.

As I stepped out of the house I saw about 30 soldiers in the street. Some wore masks. They
pushed me into a military jeep that was waiting nearby and made me sit on the metal floor.
They blindfolded me and tied my hands in front of me with three plastic ties. The ties were not
too tight. The soldiers cursed me and said bad things about my mother and sister. They also
slapped me and poked me with the back of their guns as the jeep drove away.
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4.

A short while later the jeep arrived at Etzion settlement. They made me sit outside on the
ground where I waited for about two hours before they took me to be interrogated. It was very
cold and had snowed the day before.

3.

The interrogator introduced himself but I don’t remember his name. He removed my blindfold
but kept my hand ties on and didn’t tell me anything about my rights. He asked for my name
and whether I wanted to be treated like a person or an animal. I told him I wanted to be treated
as a person. He then asked me to tell him what I had done during the past two months and
whether I threw stones at settlers and at the military tower at the entrance to the village. He
also asked me whether I threw stones at military vehicles during funerals in the village.

4.

He told me other children had confessed against me. I think he said this to set me up. I told
him that I wanted to confront these other children. He named some children whom I know but
I told him I don’t hang out with them; I go from home to school and back, and I don’t throw
stones. He got very angry when I said this, banged the table and told me to confess.

5.

He threatened to bring my father and beat him up in front of me if I didn’t confess. He also
threatened to bring the rest of my family and humiliate them. I told him I had nothing to
confess since I only go to school and I am not involved in politics. He got upset, tightened the
plastic ties around my wrists, blindfolded me again and told me to get out.

6.

I sat out in the cold for about three hours; I heard the dawn call to prayer from the mosque.
The interrogator then came out, lifted my blindfold and asked me whether I wanted to confess.
I said no. He told me a charge sheet had been prepared and if I confessed he would send me
home. He told me I was accused of taking part in the funeral of a woman from the village
whom he named and that I threw five stones at the military tower. By this point I was very
tired and cold since and I just wanted to get out of the situation so I confessed. He took me
back inside and fingerprinted me before taking me to see another interrogator.

7.

The second interrogator said to me: 'so, you confessed?’ I said no. He got angry and accused
me of lying. A big fat man entered the room and slapped me hard on the back of my neck and
said something in Hebrew. At this point I confessed again to throwing five stones. The second
interrogator asked me who else was with me and asked for names. I told him I was by myself.

8.

The interrogator recorded everything I was saying on a tape recorder. He showed me some
photos and told me these people had confessed against me. I told him I didn’t know the people
in the photos. He also showed me a document written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I
refused to sign because I couldn’t understand what was written in it. The interrogator told me
not to be afraid of signing and that he had written exactly what I had told him. I then signed
the document. He then took me outside to wait in the cold.

9.

About 30 minutes later I was driven to a cell in another part of the settlement. Before I entered
the cell a person came, pulled down my trousers and did a body search. He also made me go
through a metal-detector. There were about six or seven other prisoners in the cell, some were
young others were old. It was about 1.00 p.m. and I still hadn’t been given anything to eat or
drink. At around 3.00 p.m. I was given some food. I ate and fell asleep. At around 5.00 p.m.
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there was a knock at the door; somebody came to tell me I was being transferred to Ofer
prison, near Ramallah.
10.

My hands and feet were shackled for the trip to Ofer. When I arrived I was photographed and
strip searched. They then took me to a cell with children my age. By now it was around 8.30
p.m.

11.

The next day I was taken to Ofer military court at around 7.00 a.m. My parents weren’t there
and I didn’t have a lawyer, so the case was adjourned. The same thing happened next time I
was in court. On the third occasion there was a lawyer for me in court. I had about nine court
appearances during which time I remained in prison.

12.

Eventually I accepted a plea bargain in which I was sentenced to four months in prison. This
was later reduced to two months upon payment of NIS 2,000. I was also given a four month
suspended sentence for three years. I was finally released on 7 March 2013. On 7 March I
waited from 2.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m. in a waiting room before being released.

13.

I suffer from hay fever and didn’t take my medicine with me when I was arrested. In prison
my hay fever got worse but I was not given any medicine. On my fifth court appearance my
lawyer complained to the judge and I was taken to hospital and a doctor prescribed medicine.
It still took about a week before I was given the medicine.

14.

I have missed three months of school and now I have a file with the Israeli authorities. I am
worried it will be hard for me to get a work permit or travel to the U.S. to see my aunt.

Testimony 4
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

B.H.
14
21 February 2013
Huwwara, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: on 21 February 2013, a 14-year-old boy from the Balata refugee camp, is arrested
by Israeli soldiers at Huwwara checkpoint whilst attending a demonstration in support of
Palestinian prisoners.
1.

On Thursday, 21 February 2013, I went to Huwwara checkpoint, near Nablus, to take part in a
demonstration in support of Palestinian prisoners. There were at least five Israeli military
vehicles in the area and soldiers were firing tear gas and stun grenades at the crowd. A jeep
drove towards us and I ran and jumped in a ditch by the side of the road. A soldier then
grabbed me and held his assault rifle to my head. I was dragged to a waiting military jeep and
was kicked and slapped. I was also hit on the head with a walky-talky.
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2.

Once inside the jeep I was made to sit on the metal floor. Two other boys were put in the jeep
on top of me. My hands were painfully tied with one plastic tie to the front. I complained that
my wrists hurt but I was ignored. The soldiers in the jeep swore at us and we swore back at
them. We were then driven a short distance to Huwwara military camp.

3.

On arrival at Huwwara I was blindfolded and made to wait in a room until around midnight.
Every time I tried to sleep a soldier kicked me to wake me up. At around midnight I was
driven to Ari’el settlement where a doctor examined me and then I was brought back to
Huwwara. It must have been around 2.00 a.m.

4.

On arrival back at Huwwara I was interrogated. The interrogator removed my blindfold but
kept my hands tied. I was not told anything about any rights and I did not speak to a lawyer.
The interrogator accused me of throwing stones and wanted to know who sent me. He also
wanted to know the names of other people at the demonstration. I denied that I threw stones
and told him nobody sent me. I did not give him any names. I think the interrogation lasted
about 30 minutes.

5.

In the end I confessed to throwing seven stones towards military vehicles without hitting any
of them. After I confessed I asked to telephone my parents and the interrogator agreed.
However, nobody answered the phone. It was around 2.30 a.m. The interrogator then handed
me a document written in Hebrew which I signed.

6.

After the interrogation I was taken outside where I waited. It was very cold. Sometime later I
was brought inside and put in a cell where I waited for about an hour. I was then put in a
vehicle and taken to Megiddo prison, inside Israel. On arrival at the prison I was made to strip
naked and I was searched. I was then taken to a cell with boys my age. I did not eat anything
for about 24 hours following my arrest.

7.

The following day I was taken to Salem military court where I met with my lawyer for the first
time. My parents did not attend. I don’t think they were informed. I showed the judge the
bump on my head and I told him I was beaten. The prosecutor requested a sentence of 25
months, but my lawyer objected and the case was adjourned.

8.

About one week later I appeared in court again. This time the prosecutor requested 18 months
in prison, and my lawyer objected again. The case was adjourned for one month. My parents
attended the second session and I managed to speak to them from across the court room.

9.

I appeared in court on at least two more occasions and was eventually sentenced to five
months in prison with a fine of NIS 2,000. I was told that my sentence was reduced because of
my age and because I was beaten. I served my sentence in Megiddo prison, inside Israel. My
parents were not permitted to visit me for 'security’ reasons. However, my 13 and 17-year-old
brothers did visit me. In prison I was only taught Arabic and mathematics; none of the other
subjects. I was finally released on 7 July 2013.

10.

After prison I went back to school for one month but then dropped out. I found it really
difficult to catch up on the time I missed whilst in jail. Now I think I will become a mechanic.
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Testimony 5
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

S.S.
15
14 March 2013
Haris, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: A 15-year-old boy from the village of Haris, near the settlement of Ari’el in the
West Bank, is arrested by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones.
1.

On Thursday, 14 March 2013, I came home from school at around 12.30 p.m. as usual. Soon
after I got home I took out the rubbish and saw lots of Israeli soldiers opposite our house. I
didn’t make much of it since this is not uncommon in our village. There were about four army
jeeps parked in the street.

2.

One of the soldiers shouted 'bo, bo” at me in Hebrew. I was scared. I walked over to the
soldier and he asked to see my hands. He looked at my hands, which were clean, and he then
told me to line up with my brother and three cousins who were nearby. Without asking me for
my name a soldier told us to follow him but did not say why. I felt that we had been randomly
selected for no reason.

3.

We were led to the waiting jeeps and my hands were tied behind my back with a single plastic
tie and I was blindfolded. I was then put in a jeep which drove for about one-and-a-half hours
before stopping at a military base.

4.

On arrival at the base I was put in a room. I remained tied and blindfolded. I was in pain
because of the plastic tie. Although I wasn’t able to see I felt my wrists were bleeding, it was
very painful. I complained to a soldier and about one hour later my tie was loosened. I
remained in the room until around 9.00 p.m. when I was brought food.

5.

After eating I was placed in a military jeep with two other boys and taken to Ari’el settlement.
They made me and my cousin sit on the floor of the jeep and they cursed us on the way. A
soldier said: 'fuck your mother, fuck your sister’. We were handed over to Israeli police inside
Ari’el settlement and photographed and fingerprinted. We were then driven to Huwwara
interrogation centre, near Nablus, where we slept the night.

6.

We were woken the next morning at 5.00 a.m. After breakfast I was handcuffed and taken to
Megiddo prison, inside Israel, where I was given a brief medical check.

7.

On Sunday, 17 March 2013, at around 700 a.m., we were driven to Salem interrogation centre,
in the West Bank. During the trip the air-conditioner was turned on and it was very cold. On
arrival at Salem I was interrogated. The first interrogator asked me whether I threw stones.
When I told him I didn’t throw stones he shouted at me and told me I was a liar. He asked me
again but this time I didn’t say anything. Thirty minutes later the interrogator asked me to sign
a paper which said in Arabic: 'Question: have you thrown stones? Answer: No,’ so I signed the
paper.
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8.

I later saw a lawyer who told me not to worry as there was no evidence against me and I
would soon be released. Later that day I was taken to a military court in Salem and my case
was adjourned until the following Wednesday. I was then taken back to Megiddo prison,
inside Israel.

9.

The following Wednesday I was driven back to the military court at 7.30 a.m. I was made to
wait in a very cold room until noon. It was freezing. Nobody from my family came to court.
The judge ordered payment of 1,000 shekels as a bond. I was released later that day and my
father told me that he had been waiting at Salem checkpoint all day but I was released at
another location. In total I spent six nights in prison and missed my mid-term exams.

Testimony 6
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

H.S.
14
14 March 2013
Haris, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: A 14-year-old boy from the village of Haris, near Ari’el settlement in the West
Bank, is arrested by Israeli soldiers, painfully tied and blindfolded.
1.

At around noon on Thursday, 14 March 2013, I was with two of my cousins picking peas for
my mother in a field close to my house. Two Israeli army jeeps drove by and a soldier asked
us what we were doing. They didn’t believe we were picking peas and told us to stand by the
side of the road. I was scared. My hands were then tied with a single plastic hand-tie and I was
blindfolded. My older brother was also detained. We were then placed in the back of a military
vehicle.

2.

We were taken to a military base near the town of Qalqiliya, in the West Bank. On arrival I
was placed in a room by myself and my feet were also tied. At around 1.00 a.m. a soldier came
and brought me some food. He took off the blindfold and cut the hand tie but kept my legs
tied. When I finished eating he blindfolded me and tied my hands again with one plastic tie but
this time it was tighter. It cut into my wrists and was very painful.

3.

Sometime later we were driven to Ari’el settlement. On the way the soldiers swore at us. On
arrival at Ari’el we were fingerprinted and photographed.”

4.

About an hour later we were driven to Huwwara interrogation centre, near Nablus. We arrived
at about 300 a.m. We were untied and placed in a cell together. There were two bunk beds in
the room which had no windows. During the night soldiers kept banging at the door to wake
us up.
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5.

Later that morning I was handcuffed and shackled and taken to Megiddo prison, inside Israel.
On arrival at Megiddo I was strip searched and asked some questions about my health. I told
the doctor my ankles and wrists hurt because of the tight ties, but he said never mind because
this was irrelevant, he just wanted to know if I suffered from any illnesses. The check lasted
about 15 minutes. After the medical questions they put the handcuffs and shackles on again
and made us walk for a long distance. I couldn’t walk properly because of the shackles.

6.

On Sunday morning, 17 March 2013, I was driven to Salem interrogation centre. I was not
given the opportunity to consult with a lawyer before being questioned and I don’t recall being
informed of any rights. The interrogator asked me 'why do you throw stones?’ When I told
him I didn’t throw stones he started to shout at me. I was then taken back to a small cell and
the air conditioner was turned on and the room was very cold, even though it was a cold day.

7.

Later that day, I was taken a short distance to Salem military court where I saw my lawyer for
the first time. The proceedings were adjourned until Wednesday, 20 March 2013. I was then
taken back to Megiddo prison, inside Israel. On 20 March 2013, I was brought back to Salem
military court and released on bail of NIS 1,000. I am due back in court on 30 July 2013.

8.

When we got home I was happy to see my uncles and grandparents waiting for me, but I cried
when I saw my mother. I also missed my school exams.

Testimony 7
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

U.S.
16
15 March 2013
Haris, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: A 16-year-old boy from the village of Haris, near the settlement of Ari’el in the
West Bank, is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 5:30 a.m. and accused of throwing stones. He is
taken to Al Jalame interrogation centre inside Israel and held for three days in solitary
confinement.
1.

On 14 March 2013, there was an incident on the main road near my village in which a settler
child was hurt. The next morning I woke at 4.30 a.m. to a commotion outside the house. About
an hour later I heard banging on our gate. I looked out the window and saw about eight Israeli
soldiers entering our yard. The soldiers ordered my father to bring my mother, sister, me and
my brother out of the house. Once outside our I.D. cards were checked. A soldier, who was
talking into his radio, then pointed to me and said they would take me away. My mother then
shouted at the soldiers and told them I was young and didn’t do anything wrong, but they
ignored her. We were not told where they were taking me or why.

2.

I was led from the house and my hands were tied behind my back with one plastic tie. The tie
was very painful. One of the soldiers held a taser against my neck as I walked through the
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village. We walked for about 100 meters and then I was blindfolded. I tripped over because I
could not see anything. I was put in an army jeep and had no idea where they were taking me.
There was a dog in the back of the jeep which jumped on me and scratched my back and neck.
I was scared.
3.

I was taken to a nearby settlement where I was detained until evening. I was not given any
food. I asked for water and was given something to drink that I think was alcoholic. I spat it
out. I was then given hot water to drink.

4.

Later I was given a humiliating strip search. A soldier asked me to take off my clothes. When
he came back and found me in my underwear he screamed and shouted and threatened to
punish me if he came back and found my underwear on. I took off my underwear and waited.
A soldier came and asked me to crouch. He then asked me to stand up and to crouch again. He
repeated this request three or four times while other soldiers watched and laughed at me. I was
then told to put on my clothes.

5.

That evening I was re-tied, blindfolded and transferred to Al Jalame interrogation centre,
inside Israel. The following morning I was interrogated. The interrogator started by telling me
he knew everything about me and that my friends had confessed. He kept telling me he wanted
to hear the story from me. Three other interrogators entered the room. One was carrying a
stick, the other had a tool that looked like a wire clipper and the third one had a bottle of cold
water which he poured over me. The interrogator never told me who had confessed against
me. I knew it wasn’t true; they just wanted to scare me and to apply pressure on me, but I
didn’t confess. One of the interrogators then covered my head with a black cloth bag and took
me to a small cell.

6.

Inside the cell there were concrete beds and the walls were rough with sharp protrusions.
There was a dirty toilet which had a horrible smell and an air conditioner was turned on; it was
freezing cold in there. I sat on the bed and I think I snoozed for about five or 10 minutes
before I woke up again, I was exhausted. I was left in this cell by myself for three days. The
lights were left on all day and night. There were no windows. I only knew it was morning
when I heard the birds singing, other than that I had no idea what time of the day it was.

7.

Nobody told me how long I was going to stay in that cell. When I asked the guard what time it
was he told me I wasn’t allowed to know the time and refused to tell me. I thought about my
mother a lot, I was worried that something would happen to me and my family wouldn’t find
out. The food they gave me had bits of hair in it and it was very unappetizing. It also wasn’t
enough and I felt hungry.

8.

On Sunday I was taken for interrogation again. The interrogator told me to say I threw one
stone and he would set me free, but I did not confess. I was then taken to another cell with no
beds, just a mattress on the floor. I did not sleep at all that night.

9.

On Monday I was taken to a military court and had no idea what was going on. At court I saw
a lawyer for the first time. The judge accused me of throwing stones at Israelis and told me
that stones endanger lives. The prosecutor then asked to adjourn the case until Thursday, 21
March 2013.
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10.

I was then taken to different cell where I remained for three days. Another person was brought
to the cell and I think he was a collaborator. He stayed in my cell one day and kept asking me
questions. I did not tell him anything.

11.

I was then interrogated a third time. I hadn’t slept the night before. The interrogator introduced
himself as Captain Assaf. He asked me whether I threw stones and whether I knew anybody
who threw stones. I did not confess to anything. After this interrogation I was taken to yet
another cell.

12.

On Thursday I was taken back to the military court. The judge said I was innocent and ordered
my release. I was taken in a car to Salem checkpoint and released, seven days after my arrest.

13.

The three days I spent in solitary confinement were the hardest. I am now too scared to leave
home. I used to love playing football but most of my friends have also been arrested and I
don’t know who to trust. This was a terrible experience.

Testimony 8
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

D.M.
16
27 March 2013
Deir Nidham, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 27 March 2013, a 16-year-old boy from the village of Deir Nidham is arrested
by Israeli soldiers at 2.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails.
1.

I went to bed early because I had an exam the following day. At around 2.00 a.m. I woke up to
the sound of loud banging at the front door downstairs. Minutes later about 10 Israeli soldiers
entered our house. Some of the soldiers were masked.

2.

They asked my father about his children and searched the house and the roof. Then they asked
everyone else to go downstairs and to wait outside and asked my father to bring my clothes.
That was when we knew they were going to take me away. A soldier had a list with names on
it but they didn’t tell us why they were arresting me or where they were going to take me. The
commander told my parents they just wanted to ask me some questions and that they were
going to return me soon.

3.

The soldiers tied my hands very tightly to the front with one plastic tie. Then they walked me
to the jeep that was waiting nearby. They put me in the jeep, cut off the plastic tie and tied my
hands very tightly to the back with one plastic tie. They also took off my prescription glasses,
put them in my pocket and blindfolded me. I sat on a seat and the jeep drove for about 15
minutes before arriving at the Israeli military base of Neve Yair, near our village.
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4.

I was taken out of the jeep and asked some questions about my health. My blindfold was
removed but I remained tied. After the medical check I was re-blindfolded and transferred to
Binyamin police station. The journey took about two hours as the jeep stopped many times
along the way.

5.

At the police station my blindfold was removed and I waited for another two hours. When the
blindfold was removed I found out that two other boys from my village had also been arrested.
After waiting for two hours I was taken for interrogation.

6.

During the interrogation the plastic tie was removed and replaced with metal hand cuffs. They
also shackled my ankles. At the beginning of the interrogation the interrogator asked me
questions about other boys; he called them bastards. He told me to confess that I saw them
throwing stones and then he would release me. I told him I didn’t know the boys well and that
they were not my friends and I didn’t know whether they were the ones who threw stones.

7.

There were two soldiers in the room and they then kicked me and slapped me in the face. My
parents were not there. The interrogation went on for two or three hours. First the interrogator
tried to trick me. He told me it wasn’t a big deal to throw stones and if I confessed to throwing
one stone he would forgive me. He also told me the other boys had confessed against me
which was not true. When I denied the accusation he got angry and kicked me. He didn’t tell
me about my rights and I didn’t speak to a lawyer.

8.

At one point in the interrogation a fat person entered the room and introduced himself as
Captain Shahak. He accused me of throwing Molotov cocktails. I told him I didn’t even know
what Molotov cocktails were and I denied the accusation. Then I was shown a document in
Arabic which I read and found it wasn’t accurate. The statement said I had confessed against
other boys which isn’t true. Still, I signed the paper because I was scared and tired. It was
when I was kicked and slapped by the soldiers that I decided to do whatever they wanted me
to do.

9.

After the interrogation I was placed in a room by myself for about two hours. During this time
I was handcuffed and shackled. Then my fingerprints and photo were taken and I was taken
back to the room by myself. Sometime later I was placed me in the backyard of the building. It
was evening. Then they blindfolded me and tied my hands behind my back and removed the
shackles. I was then transported with two other detainees to Ofer prison.

10.

On arrival at Ofer I was given another medical examination and then given prison clothes. I
was put in Section 13 with other boys my age. The handcuffs were removed at the entrance to
the cell.

11.

I remained in prison until I was taken to the military court on 31 March 2013, four days after
my arrest. The court ordered my release although I didn’t appear in front of a judge and
remained in the waiting room. I was with a young person called Bilal. The two of us took our
clothes from the locker. Then they gathered us with other people who were released that day,
put us on a bus and released us at Betunia checkpoint. My family was not informed of my
release so they were not there to take me home. I arrived home at 11.00 p.m. I was released
without charge and my family was not asked to pay any money.
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Testimony 9
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

S.R.M.
14
31 March 2013
Al Khadr, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: A 14-year-old boy from the village of Al Khadr, near Bethlehem, is arrested by
Israeli soldiers during a demonstration commemorating Land Day. He spends 25 days in Ofer
prison.
1.

On 31 March 2013, I was helping my uncle in his carpentry shop. At around 3.30 p.m. I joined
a demonstration in the village on the occasion of Land Day. The demonstrators marched
towards the main road near the village and some started to throw stones at an Israeli military
vehicle. We all fled when the soldiers started firing tear gas at us. The demonstrators ran back
to the village and some soldiers chased us.

2.

The soldiers started firing stun grenades at us and I was hit on my ankle. I ran inside a house
and was followed by two soldiers. One of the soldiers started to beat me on my legs. I think he
also hit me on the head because I had a bad headache later. The woman in the house was
screaming. The two soldiers dragged me out and when I clung to the metal railing the soldier
hit me on my hand and I let go. They dragged me to a nearby military vehicle and cursed and
shouted at me on the way. They cursed my religion and said bad things about my mother and
sister.

3.

I was made to stand by a military vehicle for about an hour until his father came. We were
both then taken to Gush Etzion settlement where we waited for another hour. We were then
driven to Kiryat Arba settlement, near Hebron, where they arrived at around 6.30 p.m. I was
taken for interrogation at around 9.30 p.m. I do not recall whether I was informed of my rights.

4.

My father was permitted to accompany me during the interrogation but he was told not to
speak. I was interrogated for about 45 minutes and confessed to throwing two stones. The
interrogation ended at around 10.30 p.m. and I was then separated from my father and taken to
Ofer prison, near Ramallah, where I arrived at about 2.30 a.m.

5.

On arrival at Ofer prison, I was taken to Section 13 where other children were being held.
Three days later my legs were put in shackles and I was handcuffed and taken the short
distance to Ofer military court.

6.

When my turn came to enter the court there were two other children with me. I don’t know if
there was a lawyer in the courtroom, nobody told me anything. I also didn’t understand what
was going on in the court. When the court session ended I was taken back to jail. I thought of
my mother the whole time.

7.

I think I appeared in Ofer court about eight times. I’m not sure what went on. My parents were
not informed about the court hearings and that is why they did not attend except on the last
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occasion. At the end of the last session I was given some papers in Hebrew and sent back to
the prison cell. One of the prisoners there told me they were going to release me the following
day.
8.

At around 4.00 p.m. the following day the guard called my name and said I was free. I was
very happy. It was 25 April 2013. My father had to pay a fine of 3,000 NIS. Before releasing
me I was told to sign a document written in Hebrew, which I did. I don’t know what it was and
nobody explained it to me.

9.

My father and cousin came to pick me up and we arrived home at around 11.30 p.m. My
mother cried when she saw me. My father told me the prosecutor wanted a sentence of fourand-a-half months in prison, but the lawyers kept pushing and pushing until he got me out.

Testimony 10
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.M.
15
5 April 2013
Balata refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 5 April 2013, a 15-year-old boy from the Balata refugee camp, near Nablus, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers whilst attending a demonstration at Huwwara checkpoint.
1.

On Friday, 5 April 2013, I attended a demonstration at Huwwara checkpoint. We were
protesting the death of a prisoner. When I arrived at the checkpoint I saw stones being thrown
at the soldiers. I decided to leave that location. As I turned my back I heard people saying
more soldiers had arrived. I looked back and saw more soldiers coming from the direction of
Huwwara military base.

2.

I was scared and started to run. When the soldiers got closer I decided to jump into a ditch
along the side of the road in order to escape them. Two soldiers chased and grabbed me. They
began to kick and beat me with their guns on my back and legs. It was very painful.

3.

They took me to a military jeep and continued to beat me inside. They swore at me and called
my mother and sister whores. They slapped me on the face and struck me with their guns and
pushed me around. The jeep drove to Huwwara military base.

4.

When we arrived at Huwwara, a soldier painfully tied my hands behind my back with one
plastic tie. I told the soldier the tie was too tight. He said something in Hebrew which I didn’t
understand but he didn’t loosen the tie. I was also blindfolded.

5.

Then somebody walked me for about half-an-hour and took me to a room. I felt I was made to
stand facing a wall. Somebody punched me very hard in my back and pushed me against the
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wall. Then I was taken to a container. In the container I was sprayed with something that had
the smell of an insecticide. They sprayed my neck, my ears and over the blindfold.
6.

A short time later I was taken to see a doctor. I was asked if I had any health issues and was
given a questionnaire to fill out. After this I was retied and blindfolded in the same way as
before.

7.

After the medical check I was led away. We stopped and I was told to sit. I thought I was
sitting on a chair but there was nothing there and I fell to the ground. I sat on the ground for
about six or seven hours. I could hear other boys nearby. I asked for some food but was only
brought some water. I was allowed to use the toilet when I asked. Sometime around midnight I
was taken to Ari’el settlement.

8.

I was slapped and beaten in the vehicle along the way with metal batons. It was painful and I
injured my shoulder. The soldiers swore at me and insulted my mother and sisters. On arrival
at Ari’el, I was made to wait outside the police station for about 30 minutes. I was still tied and
blindfolded. For some reason I was then taken back to Huwwara. On arrival back at Huwwara
I was made to sit on the ground before being taken into an office with four other boys my age.
We were so tired we slept on the floor. We were still tied and blindfolded.

9.

At around 6:00 a.m. I was kicked by a soldier to wake me up. I was then taken back to Ari’el
settlement for a second time. On arrival at Ari’el I was taken for interrogation.

10.

The interrogator removed the blindfold but kept my hands tied to the chair, each hand
separately. He took a picture of me and took my fingerprints. The interrogator told me I had
the right to silence and asked me questions about the day when I was arrested. In the
beginning I told him I wasn’t going to answer his questions because I had the right to silence
but when my father came into the interrogation room I answered his questions. My father
came a bit late but he stayed until the end of the interrogation.

11.

The interrogator accused me of throwing stones but I denied it. I told him I wasn’t involved in
things like that. He told me I was a liar. He asked me about the other boys and young men and
I told him I didn’t know them. The interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes. He then showed
me a document written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I told him I wasn’t going to sign
anything I didn’t understand. He called a policeman who translated the paper for me and then I
signed it.

12.

After the interrogation I was taken back to Huwwara. I asked a soldier for some food as I
hadn’t eaten for a whole day. A soldier brought some food but started to feed a dog while I
watched. I was later given some food. After I had eaten I was put in a prison cell with another
boy my age.

13.

The following day I was transferred to Meggido prison, inside Israel. I arrived there late at
night. On arrival at Meggido I was strip searched. They made me take off my clothes
including my underwear. They asked me to crouch and to stand up while naked a couple of
times. Then I was taken to a prison cell where I was held with about 90 boys my age.
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14.

Three days later I was taken to Salem military court. It was in court that I saw my lawyer for
the first time. I showed the judge the injury to my shoulder but he told me I couldn’t be serious
and didn’t take this into consideration. My lawyer told me the hearing was adjourned. My
lawyer visited me in jail and a few days later I had another court hearing. I was accused of
taking part in an illegal demonstration and of throwing stones. The charge sheet said that
soldiers witnessed me throwing stones but those soldiers never appeared in court.

15.

I was sentenced to four months in jail and fined NIS 1,000. My parents visited me four times
in jail. My father, my mother and my little sister came. Their first visit was two months after I
was arrested. I was released from jail on 5 August 2013.

Testimony 11
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.N.
15
7 April 2013
Al ‘Arrub refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 7 April 2013, a 15-year-old boy from the Al 'Arrub refugee camp, near
Bethlehem, is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 3.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was asleep when my brother woke me up and told me Israeli soldiers had come to arrest me.
It was 3.00 a.m. I was scared and jumped out of bed. My father wasn’t at home that night. I
went to the door and saw lots of soldiers, maybe 20, some were masked and looked very scary.

2.

A soldier asked for my name and then talked to the commander. He then told me they wanted
to take me with them. I begged him not to take me because I had an exam in the morning. He
told me that if all went well I would be back home the following day. My mother told them I
was too young and they wouldn’t want this to happen to their children, but they didn’t listen to
her. They didn’t say why they were taking me or where. The soldiers were also accompanied
by an Israeli camera crew.

3.

My hands were tied from the front using three hand ties and I was blindfolded. I was then led
away to a waiting military vehicle, put inside and the doors were shut. As soon as the camera
crew was out of sight a soldier started to shout and yell at me. He swore and said bad things
about my mother and sister which I am too embarrassed to repeat. He pinched my cheek,
pressed his elbow against my shoulder and pushed me on the floor of the jeep.

4.

I was taken to the nearby settlement of Gush Etzion. I was taken to a room and asked some
questions about my health by a female doctor. I was not physically examined and remained
tied in the presence of the doctor. After about 10 minutes I was led outside and made to sit on
the ground, still tied and blindfolded.
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5.

Sometime later I was led into a room. Someone said to me in Arabic: 'Do you throw stones?’ I
was still blindfolded and I didn’t know who was talking to me so I asked the person to identify
himself. The person replied: 'It’s none of your business.’ I told him I wasn’t going to answer
any questions until the blindfold was removed. I was then made to kneel. Someone lifted the
blindfold and I saw a big policeman standing by my side. I saw another person sitting behind a
small desk. There was a chair in the room but they didn’t make me sit on it. The person behind
the desk asked me: 'Do you throw stones?’ When I told him I didn’t throw stones he got up
and slapped me across the face. I tasted blood in my mouth and I was terrified.

6.

The policeman and the interrogator then left the room for a short time. When they returned the
policeman kicked me while I was kneeling. I lost my balance and fell over. The policeman
asked me: 'Who else was with you when you were throwing stones?’ I said: 'I already told you
I didn’t throw stones.’ The interrogator then kicked me from behind and knocked me over. My
shoulder hit the metal chair and I felt sever pain. I was bleeding. At this point I confessed to
throwing two stones.

7.

I was then re-blindfolded and taken outside. I was then left in the sun until early afternoon.
Sometime later I was taken inside and put in a room with mattresses. I was also brought some
food which was unappetising and I did not eat. I then slept until 1.00 a.m. when a soldier
opened the door and told me they were taking me to Ofer prison near Ramallah.

8.

On arrival at Ofer I managed to get a few hours sleep. At 6:00 a.m. I was woken and told I
was going to the military court. I was taken to a waiting room outside Ofer military court. At
around 4.00 p.m. I was taken into the court room. When I saw my mother in the court room I
couldn’t hold myself and burst into tears. She cried too. At court I met a lawyer. This was the
first time I had seen a lawyer. Nobody told me anything about my rights. My parents later
appointed another lawyer for me. I don’t know exactly what happened in court but the judge
adjourned the case for two days.

9.

I think the court was adjourned five more times. A new lawyer told me after three or four
sessions that the prosecutor wanted to give me six months in jail for throwing stones.

10.

On 23 April 2013, the judge ordered my release and a payment of NIS 4,000. I was released to
house arrest and only allowed out to go to court. I haven’t been going to school since my
release. I don’t like spending time at home doing nothing. I miss school. My parents have
asked private teachers to give me lessons but it is not the same as going to school. This
situation might go on for a long time.

Testimony 12
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

B.S.
16
9 April 2013
Haris, West Bank
Throwing stones
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On 9 April 2013, a 16-year-old boy from Haris, in the West Bank, is arrested by Israeli soldiers
at 2.30 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was asleep when my father woke me up at around 2.30 a.m. He told me Israeli soldiers were
in our house. I quickly got dressed and went to see what was happening. A soldier introduced
himself as Commander Avik. He told me he was in possession of confessions my friends had
made against me and that I must come for questioning. He said I would be back home the next
day.

2.

My hands were then tied behind my back with three plastic ties, wrapped around my wrists
three fold. I complained that the ties were too tight and caused me pain, but nobody paid any
attention. I was also blindfolded.

3.

I was then led out of my house to a waiting military jeep and placed on a bench inside the
vehicle. I was not mistreated inside the jeep. Around 15 minutes later the jeep arrived at the
nearby settlement of Yaqir. I was then given a medical examination.

4.

The doctor removed the plastic ties and the blindfold. He also gave me a drink of water. I was
then given a questionnaire to complete. It was written in Hebrew and Arabic and referred to
injuries and illnesses. After I had completed the questionnaire, my hands were re-tied and I
was blindfolded. I was then taken to another room where I waited with two other young men. I
waited from around 3.30 a.m. until 7.30 a.m.

5.

At 7.30 a.m. I was placed in a military vehicle and taken to Huwwara military base, near
Nablus. On arrival at Huwwara I was placed in a shipping container where I waited until
around 11.00 a.m. My plastic ties were removed and replaced with metal handcuffs.
Somebody asked me for the names of my parents and their telephone numbers. I was also
ordered to strip down to my underwear and I was searched.

6.

At around 11.00 a.m., I was driven to Salem interrogation centre, near Jenin. I was
accompanied by four other young Palestinian men. On the way I was given a sandwich, some
sour cream and a tomato. One of the young men had a court hearing in Salem military court.
The rest of us waited until his hearing was over. It took about two hours. I was then taken to
Megiddo prison, inside Israel.

7.

We arrived at Megiddo at around 4.30 p.m. On arrival at Megiddo, I was taken for another
security check. This time I was ordered to strip naked. They made me crouch, then stand up,
crouch, then stand up, several times. I was then taken to Section 10 where adult prisoners are
held, but when somebody asked my age I was transferred to the juvenile section. By then it
was 5.45 p.m. The following day, Wednesday, I was taken before a military judge in Salem
court. The judge adjourned my case because I had not yet been interrogated.

8.

After court I was taken for interrogation in Salem. The interrogator did not introduce himself.
He did not inform me that I had any rights. He accused me of throwing stones. I denied the
accusation. He then told me that my friends had provided confessions saying that I did throw
stones. I didn’t believe him. He then shouted at me and told me if I wanted to be a real man I
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would confess. He also said that if I confessed he would tell the judge to release me, but if I
didn’t, he would deny my father a permit to enter Israel for work.
9.

After about three hours of interrogation I confessed to throwing stones at army vehicles on the
road near my school. The interrogator then made me write out a series of questions and
answers, such as: 'Where was I on a certain date?’ and 'Did I hit a jeep with a stone?’ I was
then told to sign the paper and I did. Meanwhile, the interrogator was typing on his computer
and speaking to me in broken Arabic. After the interrogation was over, my fingerprints were
taken and I was photographed. I was then taken back to Megiddo prison, inside Israel.

10.

All in all I had five court hearings. My parents attended all of them. On 29 April 2013, I was
sentenced to six months and one day in jail, but my lawyer objected. He was able to reduce the
sentence to five months in jail and a fine of NIS 1,500. My parents applied for a permit to visit
me in Meggido prison but my father’s application was rejected. My mother was issued with a
permit to visit me on 20 June, more than two months after my arrest.

11.

During my five months in prison, my mother and younger brother visited me four times. In
prison I missed my family and my friends very much. A teacher came and taught us
mathematics and Arabic. I was finally released on 27 August 2013.

Testimony 13
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

F.M.
15
10 April 2013
Al ‘Arrub refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones/assaulting a soldier

Summary: On 10 April 2013, a 15-year-old boy from the Al ’Arrub refugee camp, near
Bethlehem, is arrested by Israeli soldiers during clashes at the entrance to the camp.
1.

At around 5.00 p.m., on Wednesday, 10 April 2013, there were clashes with Israeli soldiers
near the entrance to the camp. I was there. The clashes got worse and some people were
throwing stones at the soldiers. All of a sudden a soldier aimed his gun and fired rubber bullets
directly at me. I was hit in my stomach and leg. About 20 soldiers ran in my direction and
started to beat me. They hit me all over my body using the back of their guns and batons. I was
beaten so badly that I was bleeding from my mouth. My back still hurts nearly three months
later.

2.

One soldier tied my hands behind my back with a single plastic tie. It was so tight that I
couldn’t stand the pain so I used all my strength and snapped it open. A soldier got so upset he
hit me in my face. He also verbally abused me and called me son of a whore. Another soldier
then handcuffed me with metal cuffs. He also verbally abused me so I kicked him back. He
then tasered me which was very painful and scary. I was then blindfolded and taken to an
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army jeep that was nearby. They banged my head against the window and made me sit on the
metal floor of the jeep. The soldiers continued to beat and verbally abuse me inside the jeep.
3.

I was taken to the nearby Israeli settlement of Kiryat Arba. I waited for about two hours and
was then taken to an interrogator. The interrogator asked me why I threw stones. I denied the
accusation and told him I was on my way home back from work. He told me I was a liar and
whipped me. He told me to confess but I told him I had nothing to confess. At this point he
called three men who lifted me by my arms and legs and hung me on a wooden structure on
the wall. The structure looked like a cross except that it had two pieces for the legs that were
spread apart and a circle for the head. It also had two metal hand cuffs attached to it and two
metal leg shackles. My hands and legs were tied to the structure and I stayed there for about
five hours. It was a painful position that hurt my back.

4.

The interrogator whipped me while I was on the wall and shouted at me saying
'confess…confess’. I told him I wasn’t going to confess to anything I didn’t do. Later, another
man entered the room and said: 'you look like you are a strong decent young man, confess and
I will send you home’. When I refused to confess he banged my head against the table and
called me son of a whore. He then took me to another small room.

5.

At this point about nine people entered the small room. They were masked and were carrying
batons. I was sitting on a chair and was not tied or blindfolded. Somebody then hit me with a
taser, and then tasered me on my hand and back. I fell off the chair and could no longer
breathe. I think they were scared to see I was unable to breathe and left the room quickly. A
short while later I was taken to see a doctor. He examined me and said something in Hebrew
which I didn’t understand. I was then blindfolded and hand cuffed and driven to the settlement
of Etzion. They made me sit on the floor of the jeep and beat me on the way.

6.

We arrived at Etzion at around 3.00 a.m. and I was interrogated again. Two interrogators
questioned me; one introduced himself as 'Ibrahim’ and the other as 'Shawqi’. Ibrahim asked
me if I wanted a cigarette, tea or coffee. He asked me if I wanted any food. He then said: 'why
do you cause problems?’ Shawqi was in the room too. They made me sit on a very small metal
stool for about two hours. The air-conditioning unit was on and it was very cold. Ibrahim
made fun of me and told me if I confessed I would be sent home immediately. I did not
confess. I was then taken to a cell.

7.

At around 11.30 a.m. I was put in another military vehicle and taken to Ofer prison, near
Ramallah. My hands and legs were shackled but I was not blindfolded. It didn’t matter much
anyway as the part of the vehicle I was in had no windows. On the way I was given some sour
cream and some sliced bread which I ate because I was very hungry. They also gave me some
hot water which I drank because I was very thirsty. On arrival at Ofer I was made to strip
down to my underwear and they made me crouch up and down four or five times. I was then
taken to a cell where the prisoners prepared some food for me.

8.

On Sunday I was taken to Ofer military court. At court I saw a lawyer for the first time. I
showed the judge the marks on my face and back. My parents did not come to court because
they were not notified in time. The judge said he would have released me immediately had my
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father been at court. Just at this moment a soldier entered the court and claimed I had hit him.
The session was adjourned till Monday and then again to a later date.
9.

On the third court hearing I was sentenced for three-and-a-half months in prison and fined NIS
1,000. I was also given a 10 month suspended sentence for three years for assaulting a soldier.

10.

My mother was able to visit me four times while I was in prison. I was released on 2 July
2013, after my sentence was reduced. I have submitted a complaint to the authorities about the
way I was treated but have not heard anything.

Testimony 14
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.T.
17
10 April 2013
Al ‘Arrub refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 10 April 2013, a 17-year-old boy from the Al 'Arrub refugee camp, near
Bethlehem, is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2.30 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

At around 2.30 a.m. my sister woke me up and told me that Israeli soldiers had come to our
house. Before I was able to comprehend what was going on I saw a soldier above me telling
me to get up. There were two other soldiers in my bedroom wearing masks. I heard one of the
soldiers tell my mother they were going to take me away and that they would bring me back
the following day. I didn’t believe him. He told me to say goodbye to my mother and to get
dressed. He did not tell me why they were taking me or where.

2.

They took me outside, blindfolded me, tied my hands to the front with three plastic ties and led
me to a military vehicle that was waiting at the entrance to the camp. They made me sit on a
small piece of metal in the middle of the vehicle. The vehicle drove to Etzion settlement.

3.

They made me wait outside the interrogator’s room for about two hours. At around 4.00 a.m.
an interrogator introduced himself as 'Daniel’ and grabbed me by the shirt and told me to
follow him. He asked me if I wanted to be treated like a dog or like a human being and I told
him I wanted to be treated like a human being. He took me into the interrogation room and
asked me if I wanted some coffee. He also offered me cigarettes. No one told me anything
about my rights.

4.

A soldier removed my blindfold and cut off the hand ties. The interrogator showed me some
pictures of young men in our camp and asked me if I knew any of them. I said no. He also
showed me a picture of myself on top of the minaret in the camp. He accused me of throwing
stones. He also accused me of throwing paint at Israeli military vehicles. He told me that my
cousin had confessed against me. I confessed to throwing stones. He also wanted me to
confess against other boys in the camp but I remained silent. He then gave me a document
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written in Hebrew to sign and I initially refused. He then explained what the document said so
I signed.
5.

At around 6.00 a.m. he called my parents. He told my father to appoint me a lawyer. Soldiers
then took me to wait outside the room while my cousin was being interrogated. While waiting
out in the cold soldiers cursed me and called me son of a whore. They then took me to the cell
where I spent two nights. They brought me some rice mixed with vegetables which looked
rotten. The food was disgusting and I didn’t eat. I only had some chocolate milk which they
brought along with the rice.

6.

On the second night soldiers woke me up at around 330 a.m. and told me I was being taken to
Ofer prison, near Ramallah. On arrival at Ofer I was given a medical checkup. They also did a
security check. They told me to take off my clothes, but I was allowed to keep my underwear
on. Then I was taken to the prison cell where I stayed with children my age.

7.

The following day I was taken to Ofer military court. The judge asked me who my lawyer was
and I named the lawyer I wanted my family to appoint. The hearing was adjourned. I was
represented by another lawyer who did not show up in court for three consecutive sessions. I
told the judge I didn’t want him to represent me. I had nearly 20 court hearings and I remained
in jail during this time. On the last hearing the lawyer, whom my family appointed, asked me
if I was willing to accept a plea bargain he was able to negotiate. He explained to me that the
prosecutor had asked for nine months imprisonment but the plea bargain included a three-anda-half month prison sentence and a fine of NIS 2,000. I told him I accepted the bargain.

8.

I was released from jail in mid-July. On the day I was supposed to be released I waited and
waited for the guard to call my name but he never did. I was very disappointed when I realised
I wasn’t going to be released that day because the lawyer had forgotten to give the fine slip to
my parents. I so badly wanted to go home. My mother had cooked a big meal and invited all
our relatives and friends thinking I was going to be released on that day. Everyone was
disappointed. The worst thing about spending time in prison was that I missed my mother. I
wanted to be with her at home.

Testimony 15
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

K.A.
15
10 April 2013
Aida refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 10 April, 2013, a 15-year-old boy from the Aida refugee camp, in Bethlehem, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers during clashes at the entrance to the camp.
1.

At around 3.30 p.m. on 10 April 2013, I was at the entrance to the camp with four other young
men when clashes broke out with Israeli soldiers. There were about 15 soldiers marching
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down the street near the entrance to the camp. I tried to run away but one of the soldiers hit me
with a baton on my leg and I fell. I was scared and in pain.
2.

A soldier tied my hands to the back with one plastic tie so tightly that my hands turned blue. I
complained to the soldiers but they did not pay attention to me. They took me and a friend of
mine to a nearby field where they made me sit. Some soldiers stayed to keep an eye on us and
the rest ran into a nearby house to look for more young men.

3.

I was later taken to the military tower where I was made to crouch on the ground with my head
bent down. Whenever I lifted my head up a soldier forced my head down again. I sat there in
this position for about three hours and then I was put in a military jeep. I sat on a bench and
the jeep drove to Atarot police station, near Qalandia checkpoint. I arrived at Atarot at around
7.00 p.m. They made me sit outside in the cold weather until 3:00 a.m. I was then taken to see
an interrogator.

4.

The interrogator asked me through an interpreter who had sent me to throw stones. I told him
no one sent me. My father was allowed into the interrogation room at first. My hands
remained tied during the interrogation. The interrogator didn’t tell me anything about my
rights. The interrogator then asked me why I throw stones and what do I have against Israel. I
told him that our land was taken away from us. The interrogator then asked my father to leave
the room although he didn’t say anything.

5.

He then asked me to sign a paper written in Hebrew but I refused. He then showed me a paper
written in Arabic and I signed it. He then told me to wait outside. As I was leaving the room
he told me to wait. He asked me whether he and I could cooperate together. I said no and he
got very angry, banged at the table and told me to get out.

6.

They took my finger prints and then drove me to Ofer prison. At Ofer they made me wait for
about one-and-a-half hours at the gate. All this time I was without food or drink. When I asked
for water I was given hot water. They allowed me to use the bathroom but they kept my hands
tied to the back. A soldier came with me and he unzipped my trousers. It probably was around
5.00 a.m. when I entered Ofer. They took me for a security check where they made me take
off all my clothes, including my underwear. I was then taken to a prison cell with other boys
around my age. The oldest was 17 and the youngest was 11.

7.

The following day I was taken to Ofer military court. It was a Thursday. They shackled and
handcuffed me. In court the handcuffs were removed but the shackles were kept on my
ankles. A female judge was there and she spoke through an interpreter. What I could
understand was that my file had arrived. The interrogator was at court but there was no lawyer.
No one told me anything about my rights. I did not stay long in court and I was taken back to
the cell.

8.

I probably attended seven court hearings. My father and my aunt attended all of them. I didn’t
understand what went on in these court hearings. There was an interpreter but he wasn’t
addressing me. I talked to my father across the court room. I asked him about my sisters and
my little brother and about my mother. I understood that the hearing was adjourned. This
happened maybe six times and on the seventh session I was sentenced for four months in jail.
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9.

My father wanted to get me out quicker so he asked the lawyer to ask the judge whether my
sentence could be reduced by three months in return for money. My father borrowed money to
pay the court in order to get me released. He paid 3,000 shekels. I think I spent 18 days in
prison. I was released on 28 April 2013. I was happy to be released although life outside is not
that great. I missed my mother a lot and didn’t like the food in prison.

Testimony 16
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.B.
15
10 April 2013
Aida refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 10 April 2013, a 15-year-old boy from the Aida refugee camp, in Bethlehem, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers during clashes at the entrance to the camp.
1.

On 10 April 2013, I was near the entrance to Aida refugee camp, in Bethlehem, when clashes
erupted between Israeli soldiers and young men from the camp. The young men were throwing
stones at soldiers who had entered the camp. During I tried to run away but was kicked by a
soldier and fell over, injuring my elbow.

2.

The soldiers made me sit on the ground in a nearby field while they talked to each other in
Hebrew. A soldier tied my hands behind my back with one plastic tie. It was a bit tight and
slightly painful. Another soldier was verbally abusive calling me a son of a whore and cursing
god. They made me sit on the side walk and forced my head down. They did not allow me to
lift my head up. I sat there for nearly three hours.

3.

I could hear the voices of my mother and my cousins who were pleading with the soldiers to
let me go but they later told me that the soldiers denied having detained me. The soldiers then
cut off the plastic tie and asked me to sign a paper in Hebrew. When I asked about the paper I
was told it said that the soldiers had not hurt me during arrest. I first refused to sign the paper
but then I did.

4.

I was then taken to a military jeep and made to sit on a bench inside. They made me sit on my
hands and didn’t allow me to move. There were three soldiers in the jeep in addition to the
driver. I asked the soldier when I was going to be released and he told me: ‘later, later’.
Instead of releasing me they took me to a police station in Atarot. I knew because I read the
sign when we arrived.

5.

I waited for about three hours before I was interrogated. My mother was allowed into the
interrogation but she wasn’t allowed to say anything. The interrogator screamed at her when
she attempted to say something The interrogator began by showing me something on his
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computer screen which said that if I remained silent and didn’t say anything it neither meant
that I agreed or disagreed with him. It was written in poor Arabic.
6.

He asked me through an interpreter why I had been in the area where I was arrested. I told him
I was there to see what was going on. He then asked me why I tried to run away when the
soldiers chased me and I told him I ran away because I was scared. He asked me whether I had
been throwing stones and I said no. He told me I was a liar. He told me a Molotov cocktail
was thrown just when I attempted to run away from the scene. I think he wanted to frighten me
with a serious allegation so that I would confess to throwing stones, but I didn’t confess to
anything.

7.

He asked me to sign a document written in Hebrew but I refused and asked him to show me
something in Arabic. He then showed me something on his computer screen that was in
Arabic. The language wasn’t clear and I didn’t understand what it said. Still, I signed the paper
which was written in Hebrew.

8.

I was then taken to Ofer prison, near Ramallah, where I waited outside for a while. I asked for
some water and they gave me hot water. Then I was taken for a security check. I took off my
clothes but kept my underwear on. The soldier told me to take off all my clothes including the
underwear. I refused. He threatened to ask the prison guard to come and take off my
underwear. I was scared and took off my underwear myself. They made me go through a metal
detector.

9.

After the security check I was taken to a prison cell with boys my age. There were about 110
other boys in prison. We were 11 boys in the cell I was in but there were only 10 beds, so one
of the boys slept on the floor. The following day I was taken to Ofer military court.

10.

It was a Friday and the court wasn’t fully operating. We were there with the judge, the
interrogator and the interpreter. I later found out that my parents wanted to be at court but they
didn’t let them in. The guards told them there were no courts on Fridays. In court the judge
told me I was a threat to the State of Israel and that I had denied all accusations. The session
was adjourned.

11.

On Sunday I had another hearing but it was adjourned again because there was no lawyer to
represent me. The following day I was taken to court again. I wasn’t paying attention to what
the interpreter was saying because I was talking to my mother across the room. My mother
nearly cried when she saw me and the guard didn’t allow her to get near me. I was shackled
and my ankles hurt.

12.

In all I think I had about seven court hearings. My parents appointed a private lawyer for me
because they were not happy with the two other lawyers. My lawyer agreed on a plea bargain
and on the seventh hearing I was sentenced to three months in jail although I hadn’t confessed
to anything. My sentence was further reduced after my family agreed to pay 2,500 shekels. I
was also given a suspended sentence of two years for the next four years and I am banned
from going near the entrance to the camp where I was arrested.
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13.

I was released on 28 April 2013. For some reason the soldiers released me at a checkpoint near
Nablus, far from my home, but my parents were waiting for me at Ofer. I took a taxi from the
checkpoint and arrived home at 10.00 p.m. My mother had cooked a nice meal for me and my
friends hung flags around the house. I was very happy to be home.

Testimony 17
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.J.
15
11 April 2013
Al ‘Arrub refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 11 April 2013, a 15-year-old boy from the Al 'Arrub refugee camp, in the West
Bank, is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 3.00 a.m. and taken to the settlement of Gush Etzion.
1.

I was still awake when I heard a knock at the door. It was 3.00 a.m. My father opened the door
and five Israeli soldiers entered the house. My father called for me and I went to him. A
soldier asked me for my name and then asked me why I threw stones. I told him I didn’t throw
stones. He then asked me to get dressed because they were going to take me with them.

2.

I was taken out of the house to a waiting military jeep. When we got there my hands were tied
behind my back with three plastic ties and I was blindfolded. I was then pushed into the
vehicle and made to sit on the floor. The soldiers in the vehicle slapped and kicked me along
the way. I was taken to the nearby settlement of Etzion. On arrival I was given a medical
examination and then taken for interrogation. I didn’t see a lawyer before I was interrogated
and no one told me anything about my rights.

3.

The interrogator introduced himself as 'Orna’. He asked me if I threw stones and I said no. He
then accused me of throwing many stones, Molotov cocktails and paint at settler and military
vehicles. I denied the accusations. I didn’t confess and I didn’t sign anything. I was then taken
to a prison cell in Etzion and later to Ofer prison, near Ramallah.

4.

During the next nine days I was taken to the military court every two days or so. The judge
kept adjourning the case and I didn’t know what was going on. I had not seen a lawyer all this
time. No one explained to me what the issue was. I was told the name of a lawyer who was
representing me but I never met or talked to him. I was given a number but his mobile was out
of service each time I tried calling.

5.

I was released on 21 April 2013, nine days after my arrest. I think my lawyer accepted a plea
bargain agreement on my behalf. My family had to pay NIS 2,000 for my release on bail. I had
a court hearing on 11 July but the court clerk told me my name wasn’t listed when I showed
up, so I left and went back home. I don’t know what my situation is now.
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Testimony 18
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

Q.Z.
14
22 April 2013
Halhul, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 22 April 2013, a 14-year-old boy from the village of Halhul, near Hebron, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2.15 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was asleep when I woke to the sound of loud banging at the front door. I was startled for a
few seconds and couldn’t figure out what was going on. It was around 2.15 a.m. At the time I
was sick with the flue and a stomach bug. I heard my mother say 'who is it, who is it?’ and a
voice outside replied 'open the door, this is the army’.

2.

My father told me to stay in bed as he went to open the door. A soldier asked my father for the
names of his children and when he said my name the soldier asked where I was. Almost
immediately three soldiers stormed into my bedroom and kicked me whilst I was still in bed.
My mother was watching. I was forced out of bed but was not allowed to change out of my
pajamas. They said they were taking me away, but did not tell me where or why. I asked to use
the toilet but they said no.

3.

I was taken out of the house where there were more soldiers. Somebody slapped me in the face
and kicked me. It hurt a lot. I was pushed up against a wall and scraped my shoulder. I was
then blindfolded and my hands were tied behind my back with three plastic ties that were tight
and painful. I was then pushed into the back of a military vehicle and made to sit on the metal
floor. Somebody said my mother and sisters were whores. I was also slapped and kicked
whilst on the floor of the vehicle.

4.

I was taken to the nearby Israeli settlement of Gush Etzion where I was made to stand outside
for about one hour, still tied and blindfolded. I felt very sick and needed the bathroom. I asked
to use the bathroom but the soldier said no. I was then taken to a room and made to sit in a
chair. Somebody turned the air conditioner on, even though it was cold. I was still blindfolded
and tied. I was very tired. When I bent my head down to relax I was slapped. I was kept in this
room until around 8.00 a.m. and was then asked a few questions about my health.

5.

I was then taken to see an interrogator. He was not given an opportunity to speak with a
lawyer first or to see his parents. “I stood in a room and the interrogator started asking me
questions whilst I was still tied and blindfolded. He was rude about my mother and sisters.
Some other people came into the room and kicked me. I think one of them had a small length
of hose pipe which he whipped me with. He was also abusive towards my mother and sisters.
At this stage I still did not know why I had been arrested. The interrogator then asked me
whether I had thrown stones, and when I said no, he accused me of lying. He then pushed me
to the ground. I asked him to remove the blindfold and he did and said: 'do you see me now?’
before replacing it.
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6.

The interrogator then said that he was older than my father and it was inappropriate for me to
lie to him. He then said he would arrest my father and beat him in front of me. I was very
scared. He then threatened to electrocute me if I did not confess. I asked him what he wanted
me to confess to and he said throwing stones. I asked him how I could confess to something I
did not do and he grabbed me by the arm as if he was taking me somewhere. He then lifted my
blindfold and showed me a machine with electric cables and said 'do you want me to
electrocute you?’ I was terrified and confessed to throwing one stone.

7.

The interrogator then took me to another room and somebody else wrote down my confession.
My hand ties and blindfold were removed. He then asked me to sign something written in
Hebrew which I did. Later on when I appeared in the military court the charge sheet was
different from my confession. I was later charged with throwing stones at a settler car and
causing injury to a settler and her children.

8.

At around 10.30 a.m. I was placed in a vehicle and taken to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. We
arrived at around 8.00 p.m. I was not given anything to eat or drink and my hands and feet
were shackled for the entire time. The following morning I was taken to Ofer military court
where I saw my lawyer for the first time. I went back to court about five times before being
released on NIS 3,500 bail on 8 May. On 26 May the court ordered that the amount my father
paid in bail be converted into a fine. Whilst I was in Ofer prison I missed some school exams
and my school averages have fallen.

Testimony 19
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.H.
14
15 May 2013
Ash Shuyukh, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 15 May 2013, a 14-year-old boy from Ash Shuyukh village, near Hebron, was
arrested by Israeli soldiers and beaten before being transferred to a prison inside Israel where
he was held in solitary confinement in a windowless cell for two days.
1.

I left the house at around 8.30 a.m. to go to an optician in Hebron to have my glasses repaired.
As I walked to catch a bus I saw lots of Israeli soldiers and stones on the ground. At the time I
didn’t think much of it as soldiers are always in our village, which is situated near the
settlement of Kiryat Arba. Three girls walked by the soldiers and were not bothered. When I
was about three metres from the soldiers one of them shouted at me. I was so scared I started
to run. I couldn’t help it.

2.

The soldiers chased me and fired tear gas in my direction. A military jeep then blocked my
way. I fell on the ground and they caught me. About eight soldiers started to kick me with
their boots and beat me with the butts of their rifles. They beat me all over my body, on my
head and my back. A soldier dragged me by my arms while another kicked me in the tummy.
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They dragged me all the way to where an army vehicle was parked. They placed a hood over
my head, shackled my feet with metal shackles and tied my hands to the back with metal
handcuffs.
3.

I was then pushed into the vehicle and made to sit on the metal floor. The vehicle drove away
and one of the soldiers kept pushing my head down. On the way soldiers slapped me and
verbally abused me saying bad things about my mother and my sister. They called them
whores. A soldier also hit me on the upper part of my back with a hard object. It caused me so
much pain. I later showed the bruise to the judge in court.

4.

The vehicle drove for about 30 minutes before arriving at the settlement of Kiryat Arba. “I
was pushed out of the vehicle and taken to see an interrogator. The interrogator asked me for
my personal information whilst I was still hooded and shackled. I was then taken outside
where I waited for about five minutes. I asked for water and to use the bathroom. A soldier
brought some water but he drank it. He lifted the hood so I could see. He asked me if I wanted
some water but again he drank it. I wasn’t allowed to use the bathroom.

5.

I was then taken back to the same interrogator. He accused me of throwing stones. He claimed
I threw stones sometime ago, but did not say when. I denied the accusation and told the
interrogator exactly what I had done that morning. He then told me that if I confessed he
would call my father to come and pick me up. He asked me about other children and kept
yelling and shouting at me. He interrogated me for about four hours. He kept repeating the
same questions and asked me how many stones I had thrown and told me he would release me
immediately if I confessed. I wasn’t given any food or water and I didn’t see a lawyer before I
was interrogated. Nobody told me anything about any rights.

6.

Towards the end of the four hours the interrogator and two guards were shouting louder and
louder. They were banging on the table and the walls. I was so tired and scared I confessed to
throwing three stones. The interrogator made me sign a document written in Hebrew. When I
asked him what it said he told me it was my confession. I was then taken to another
interrogator. He removed the hood but kept the shackles and cuffs on. I heard somebody next
door call the interrogator Sami. He asked me the same questions. I told him I confessed to
throwing three stones. I was then taken to a person in the room next door who took my figure
prints and my photo.

7.

I was then taken to a room where I waited for about six hours. I was still without food or water
and was in desperate need of a bathroom. I had the hood still on, and was shackled and hand
cuffed. I called for them to remove the hood but no one responded. At around 11.00 p.m. I was
taken in a vehicle to Megiddo prison, inside Israel. The journey took about four hours during
which the hood was removed. I was physically searched when I arrived and was taken to a cell
without windows. There was a metal bed with a very thin mattress and a toilet. I was kept
there by myself. My shackles and handcuffs were removed. I spent the whole night there but I
couldn’t sleep. I was still without food or drink and was very tired.

8.

At 6.00 a.m. I was taken to court in Salem up in the north near Jenin. I waited there until 3.00
p.m. when I was told I needed to leave. They brought some food just as I was leaving so I
didn’t eat. I was taken in a military vehicle but I wasn’t told where I was being taken. At
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around 5.00 p.m. we arrived at Ofer military court. I waited for about five minutes before they
called my name. In court I saw my parents but I wasn’t allowed to speak to them. I also saw a
lawyer for the first time. After some arguments in court I was told the judge had adjourned the
session.
9.

I was then taken to Ramle prison inside Israel. I was kept in a small cell without windows for
three days. They brought in one person to stay with me on the first day and I think he was an
informer. I tried not to engage with him. After the first day I was alone and didn’t see or speak
to anyone and I had no idea how long I was going to be kept there for. The guards turned the
lights off at night and the cell was pitch dark, I couldn’t see anything, which was scary. Three
days later I was moved to another room with nine other people, some of whom were older than
my father.

10.

All in all I think I had four court hearings. On the last one the judge decided to release me on
bail and ordered that I be placed under house arrest for one year. The judge spoke to my father
four times during the session making him pledge he would make sure I don’t leave the house
except to come to court. I was very happy to hear I was going to be released and didn’t realise
at the time how hard being under house arrest was going to be.

11.

When the session ended I was taken back to Ramle prison. At 2.00 a.m. that night I was
dropped off at Beit Sira checkpoint west of Ramallah. A soldier untied my feet and hands and
walked behind me until I got to the other side of the checkpoint. I walked by myself in the
dark and stopped a car that happened to pass by. I asked the driver to take me to my uncle’s
house in Ramallah. I got to my uncle’s house around 3.30 a.m. I had to wake them up but they
were very happy to see me. My uncle called my parents to let them know I was safe.

12.

I was released on 28 May 2013, two weeks after I was first arrested and have stayed home
since then. I find it very hard to stay home while all my friends go to places and have fun
without me. I cannot stand it. The other day I lost my temper and slammed the door so hard
that the wall cracked. My parents were very upset.

Testimony 20
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

H.A.
16
16 May 2013
Beit Ummar, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 16 May 2013, a 16-year-old boy from Beit Ummar is detained in Gush Etzion
settlement and accused of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails.
1.

On Thursday, 16 May 2013, my mother was summoned by the Shin Bet to the police station in
Gush Etzion settlement. I accompanied her. When we arrived a policeman asked my mother
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who I was. My mother told him I was her son. The policeman then said that it was me that
they were looking for and that they were going to keep me for interrogation. He asked my
mother to go home.
2.

I was taken to an interrogation room and the interrogator said he wanted to ask me questions
about stone throwing. He showed me a picture that was not clear of somebody standing. He
then switched on a tape recorder and accused me of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails at
settlers. I denied the accusations. He then printed a document written in Hebrew and asked me
to sign it. I refused. I was then handcuffed and taken for a medical check-up. Following the
check-up I was taken to a prison cell in the settlement. The time was around 5.00 p.m.

3.

I remained in the cell until midnight when I was transferred to Megiddo prison, inside Israel. I
was transported in a military vehicle with another young man and was handcuffed and
shackled. We arrived at Megiddo prison at around 4.00 a.m. where I was searched and taken to
Section 3 for juveniles.

4.

I remained in Megiddo prison until Sunday, 19 May 2013, when I was taken to Salem military
court at 7.00 a.m. I waited at court for two hours and was then taken to Ofer military court. My
case came before a military judge in Ofer at around 5.00 p.m. I met my lawyer for the first
time in Ofer military court. In court I was shown the same photograph that the interrogator had
shown me and I denied that it was a picture of me. After court I was transported to Ramleh
prison, inside Israel, where I spent another night.

5.

The following day, Monday, 20 May 2013, I was taken back to Ofer military court for a
second hearing. My lawyer told me I was going to be released. After court I was taken back to
Ramleh prison where I waited until midnight. I was then placed in a vehicle and driven to the
Beit Sira checkpoint, approximately 50 kilometres from where I live, and dumped. A
Palestinian taxi driver at the checkpoint lent me his mobile phone and I called my parents. The
taxi driver then drove me home to Beit Ummar. It was Tuesday, 21 May 2013.

Testimony 21
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

H.M.W.
15
5 June 2013
Al Khadr, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: A 15-year-old boy from the village of Al Khadr, near Bethlehem, is arrested by
Israeli soldiers during clashes near the Wall.
1.

At around 10.00 a.m. I was near the Wall where there were clashes between Israeli soldiers
and boys from the village. Suddenly, soldiers started to chase the boys who ran away. I ran
away too. Some soldiers chased and caught me. They kicked me hard all over my body which
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was very painful. Then I was handcuffed which was very painful. I was taken to a jeep and
blindfolded.
2.

I was pushed inside a jeep and made to sit on the metal floor. I remained in the jeep for about
15 minutes and then I heard the voice of my father talking to the soldiers asking them to
release me. The soldiers didn’t listen to my father but he managed to push his way into the
jeep. The jeep drove away and when it arrived at the entrance to Etzion settlement they let my
father off. I was then immediately taken for questioning. It was around 1.00 p.m.

3.

There were two interrogators and I felt a bit scared because I was by myself with them. They
removed the blindfold but kept the handcuffs on. They didn’t ask me if I wanted to speak to a
lawyer or to my family. One of the interrogators started by saying: 'Are you going to confess
or shall we use violence against you?’ He then said: 'If you don’t speak from your mouth you
will speak from your ass.’ The two interrogators wanted me to confess to throwing stones but I
told them I didn’t throw stones.

4.

Then the interrogators started playing 'good cop, bad cop’ with me. One of them pretended he
wanted to help me and gave me the impression that it was in my interest to confess. The other
interrogator pretended he was about to beat me while the other one tried to calm him down and
kept him away from me saying: 'leave him alone he will confess without us beating him’.

5.

At one point the angry interrogator punched me very hard in my stomach and I felt so much
pain that I lost consciousness for a few minutes. When I recovered I found myself in another
room with a female doctor. The doctor asked me if I had diabetes and whether I suffered from
any other illnesses. I told her I wasn’t ill but it was the interrogator who punched me on the
stomach, but she didn’t say anything.

6.

After the medical check I was taken back to the interrogation room and on the way back I
asked to use the bathroom. The angry interrogator removed the hand tie and took me to the
bathroom but didn’t want me to shut the door. When I tried to shut the door he slammed it on
my hand causing my fingernail to come off. When the other interrogator found out what had
happened he kicked out the angry interrogator and asked him to leave, which he did.

7.

Then I was taken back to the interrogation room and a soldier entered and told the interrogator
that he had seen me from a distance throwing stones using a slingshot. Then I confessed that I
threw stones. The interrogator wrote down my statement and I signed it. I don’t remember if it
was in Arabic or in Hebrew. Then they took my fingerprints and photographed me and took
me to a prison cell in Etzion where I spent one night.

8.

The following day I was taken to Ofer prison where I spent the first night in a small room (2x2
meters) by myself. Food was brought to me and I was allowed to use the bathroom. The
following day I was taken to the military court.

9.

My mother was in the military court. The hearing was adjourned and I was taken back to
prison, this time I was taken to the juvenile section. I think I had about six military court
hearings and because of the soldier’s testimony and my confession I was sentenced to four
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months in prison, fined 1,000 Shekels and given an eight-month suspended sentence, for four
years.
10.

I served most of my prison sentence in Ofer but during the last nine days I was transferred to
Megiddo prison inside Israel. I was released on 5 October 2013, at Al-Jalameh checkpoint,
which is very far from my home. My family was waiting for me there. I didn’t take any
lessons while in prison.

Testimony 22
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.A.
15
6 June 2013
Beit Ummar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 6 June 2013, a 15-year-old boy from Beit Ummar, in the West Bank, is arrested
by Israeli soldiers whilst helping his family plow their agricultural land.
1.

I was helping my family plough our land when at around 6.00 p.m. I saw Israeli soldiers in the
area, so I went to see what was going on. Clashes were taking place between people from our
village and the soldiers. Suddenly three soldiers started running towards me. I was scared of
them so I ran away. They kept running after me until I fell on the ground and they caught me.

2.

The soldiers beat me on my leg and kicked me in the stomach. I was in severe pain. The
soldiers then blindfolded me and dragged me to a nearby military vehicle and pushed me
inside. Once inside the vehicle my hands were tied in front of me with three plastic ties. The
ties were not too tight.

3.

I was taken to the nearby Israeli settlement of Etzion and made to wait outside an office until
9.00 p.m. During this time my blindfold was removed but my hands remained tied. At around
9.00 p.m. I was led into the office and interrogated.

4.

The interrogator was bald and a bit old. I was alone with him in the room. He had a tape
recorder on his desk. He told me his name but I forget what it was. He did not tell me that I
had any rights and I didn’t see a lawyer before he started interrogating me. He mentioned
some children by name and asked me whether I knew them. I told him I didn’t. He got upset
and told me I was too scared to say I knew them. Then he told me that three soldiers saw me
throw stones. This is not true at all, this is a lie, I didn’t throw stones so I denied the
accusation. He got very upset, held my face with his hand and slapped me. I was a bit scared.

5.

He also told me he was going to raid my parents’ home at night. At this point I confessed to
throwing one stone. He didn’t accept this and told me I threw more than 20 stones. I denied

35
this. I told him I threw a stone at the fence of a nearby settlement and that the stone didn’t hit
the target. The interrogator wrote something down.
6.

The interrogator asked me to sign a document written in Hebrew. I refused to sign because I
don’t understand Hebrew. I told him I wouldn’t sign until my lawyer had read the document.
He told me not to worry as the document only said what I had told him – so I signed. I was
then taken to a prison cell where I was held alone. I wasn’t given any food or drink and I fell
asleep. I think it was around 2.00 a.m.

7.

Later that morning I was handcuffed and my legs were shackled and I was put in a military
vehicle and taken to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. We arrived at Ofer at around 1.00 p.m. I was
taken to see a doctor who examined me and then I was taken for a security check. Then I was
taken inside the prison where I was held with other children my age. I took a shower and went
outside with the other prisoners who were having a break.

8.

On Sunday, three days after I was arrested, I was taken to Ofer military court. In court I saw
my lawyer for the first time. She read my confession to me and I told her that wasn’t what I
had told the interrogator. She told the judge and he adjourned the case. My parents did not
attend the first court session; I told them not to come.

9.

At the second court hearing I told the judge I was pressured to give a confession. The judge
adjourned the case again. On the third session my lawyer was able to get me out on bail. It was
Wednesday, 12 June. My father had to pay NIS 3,500 before I could be released. I spent six
nights in prison. My next court hearing is on 21 August 2013. I don’t know what will happen
to me.

Testimony 23
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.J.
17
10 June 2013
Al ‘Arrub refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 10 June 2013, a 17-year-old youth is detained in the street by an Israeli soldier
and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was walking home with my cousin at around 2.30 p.m. Suddenly an Israeli soldier stopped
me and pushed me up against a wall. My cousin ran away. The soldier tied my hands to the
back with one plastic tie which was painful and led me to the military jeep that was waiting
nearby. He pushed me into the jeep. I wasn’t blindfolded but the soldier kept pushing my head
down.
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2.

The jeep drove for about 20 minutes before it arrived at Etzion settlement. On arrival at Etzion
I was made to sit on the ground for about three hours before I was taken for interrogation.

3.

The interrogator had a tape recorder and asked me questions through an interpreter. He didn’t
tell me about my right to silence and didn’t ask me if I wanted to speak to a lawyer. The
interrogator told me that two soldiers had testified that I was throwing stones. He didn’t give
me any dates. He claimed I was wearing a white T-shirt. I denied the accusation.

4.

Half way through the interrogation he called a lawyer and gave him my name. He kept putting
pressure on me, repeating the accusation and telling me to confess. In the end he put the
recorder close to my face and told me to confess. I insisted that I didn’t throw stones and that
the two soldiers were not telling the truth. At the end of the interrogation I was shown a
document written in Hebrew and asked to sign it but I refused. The interrogation lasted about
10 – 15 minutes. After the interrogation my fingerprints were taken I was put in a cell for the
night. I wasn’t given any food or drink in Etzion.

5.

The following day I was transferred to Ofer prison. The day after that I was taken to Ofer
military court. In court I saw a lawyer for the first time. The lawyer told me they were going to
give me a fine of 2,500 shekels and release me. My family couldn’t pay the fine so I spent 19
days in Ofer prison. This sentence was based on the testimony of the two soldiers.

6.

I was released on 29 June 2013. My parents were not waiting for me outside the prison
because they were not informed of the day of my release. I did not study in prison.

Testimony 24
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

Z.Q.
15
2 July 2013
Al ‘Arrub refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 2 July 2013, a 15-year-old boy from the Al 'Arrub refugee camp, near
Bethlehem, is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2.30 a.m. and accused of throwing stones and
Molotov cocktails.
1.

It was around 2.30 a.m. when I heard the sound of somebody trying to break into our house.
My father went downstairs to see who it was. Soon Israeli soldiers were inside our house; they
did not say what they wanted. I saw them when they came upstairs; they wore masks and were
heavily armed. They asked my father for our names and when my father mentioned my name
three soldiers grabbed me by my pyjama top and asked me to turn around and raise my hands.
Then they painfully tied my hands behind my back with one plastic tie and blindfolded me.
The tie was so tight that I still have marks on my wrists nearly four months on.
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2.

My mother started to shout and cry. The soldiers didn’t have anything in writing and didn’t tell
us why they were taking me. I was dragged downstairs and I banged my head against the front
door because I was blindfolded and the soldiers were careless. I was in shock and pain. The
impact of the bang was so hard I bled. Soldiers walked me to the entrance of the refugee camp
and pushed me into a military jeep.

3.

About five or 10 minutes later we arrived in Etzion settlement. It must have been around 3.00
or 3.30 a.m. I waited outside for about an hour before an interrogator came and started
questioning me while outside. He removed the blindfold, asked me for my name and asked me
if I threw stones or Molotov cocktails. I told him I didn’t throw stones or Molotov cocktails.
Then he put the blindfold back on and dragged me to the interrogation room. On the way he
pushed me against a parked car and a wall which caused me pain. Inside the interrogation
room he removed the blindfold but kept me tied.

4.

The interrogator did not introduce himself. He did not inform me that I had any rights and I
did not see a lawyer. I was not accompanied by a parent when I was questioned and as far as I
could tell, the interrogation was not recorded. The interrogator again asked me if I threw
stones or Molotov cocktails and again I denied it. Throughout the interrogation he kept putting
on and taking off the blindfold and repeating the same questions. Each time I denied the
accusation the interrogator tightened the blindfold until it was very painful. I had an eye injury
from school and the tight blindfold caused me pain.

5.

The interrogator wanted me to confess to throwing Molotov cocktails and kept saying there
were witnesses who saw me. He told me soldiers saw me and also named some adults whom
he claimed also saw me. Again I denied the accusation and told him I didn’t know the people
he named.

6.

The interrogation lasted from around 6.00 a.m. until around 5.00 p.m – approximately 11
hours. The interrogator mentioned dates when he claimed I was throwing stones. He offered
me food but I said no. He allowed me to use the bathroom and grabbed my shoulder, took me
to the bathroom and told me I had five minutes to think. About five minutes later he came
back and asked me if I had anything to say. I said no. Then he took me back to the
interrogation room and asked me whether I wanted to be treated like an animal or a human
being.

7.

At one point another interrogator entered the room. He was wearing civilian clothes. He
punched me in my stomach, slapped me on the face and told me I had to confess. He swore at
me and called my mother a whore. He kept removing the blindfold and putting it back on. I
did not confess. I was punched and slapped many times and felt very tired. After the
interrogation was over, a policeman took me to another room and asked me to sign a document
written in Hebrew. The document had some blank spaces on it. I was worried that the blank
spaces would be filled in later. I told the interrogator I wasn’t going to sign anything without a
lawyer present.

8.

After the interrogation I was kept in a room until around 1.30 a.m. I was then handcuffed and
shackled and taken to a vehicle and taken to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. On arrival at Ofer I
was strip searched. They made me take off all my clothes, even my underwear. They made me
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crouch and stand up naked three or four times. Then I was taken to the section where other
children my age were held. The children made me some food. It was about 4.00 or 4.30 a.m. I
tried to sleep but I couldn’t. My eye was sore and red.
9.

The following day I was taken to Ofer military court. It was in court that I saw a lawyer for the
first time. My father was in court too. The lawyer asked me what I was accused of, how many
interrogators had interrogated me and who had confessed against me. The hearing was
adjourned until the 8 July.

10.

On 8 July 2013, my lawyer reassured me and told me I was going to be ok because I didn’t
confess to anything and because I was a minor. I think I attended about seven military court
hearings during which time I remained in detention.

11.

On 2 October 2013, I was sentenced based on confessions by adults who were interrogated in
Askalan prison which is known for its harsh conditions. I didn’t pay attention to what the
judge said because I was talking to my father who was in court. I spent nearly four months in
jail and my parents had to pay a fine of 2,500 shekels. I was released on 27 October 2013 with
a suspended sentence of nine months for four years. My parents were not given a permit to
visit me in jail. I only saw my parents in court.

Testimony 25
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

S.D.
16
2 July 2014
Al ‘Arrub refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 2 July 2013, a 16-year-old boy from the Al 'Arrub refugee camp is arrested by
Israeli soldiers at 1:30 a.m. and accused of throwing stones, Molotov cocktails and starting a
fire near a settlement.
1.

I was still at work at a plastic factory at around 1.30 a.m. when I heard the sound of clashes
outside. A few minutes later five masked Israeli soldiers entered the factory. One of the
soldiers asked me for my name and told me they were going to take me with them. He
blindfolded me and tied my hands to the back with one plastic tie which was painful.

2.

They dragged me outside and pushed me onto the floor of a military vehicle. I was hurt and in
pain. They kept me on the floor of the jeep. They didn’t tell me why they were taking me or
where and didn’t show me any written documents.

3.

The jeep drove for about 30 minutes before it arrived at Etzion settlement. At Etzion I was
kept in a shipping container, still blindfolded and hand tied, until later that morning. Then they
took me for a medical checkup and then to the interrogation room.
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4.

The interrogator introduced himself as 'Sudqi’. He didn’t tell me about my rights or allow me
to speak to a lawyer. He told me it was better for me to tell him everything. He said there were
confessions against me that I had started a fire in the bushes near the settlement. I denied the
accusation. Then he accused me of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails and told me that my
friend testified against me. I told him this wasn’t true.

5.

Then he took me to another room where they were interrogating my friend. They tried to set
me up to make my friend believe that I testified against him. I immediately told my friend I
never testified against him. The interrogator got angry and swore at me and slapped me very
hard on my face. The interrogation lasted for about two-and-a-half hours and the interrogator
kept telling me to confess. In the end I confessed to throwing stones.

6.

After the interrogation was over I was taken to see a policeman who had a tape recorder on his
desk. He told me to confess to starting a fire near the settlement but I refused. I told him I
confessed to throwing stones, that’s all. Then he told me to confess to throwing Molotov
cocktails. Again I refused and told him I didn’t know what he was talking about. Then he
showed me a document written in both Hebrew and Arabic which said I confessed to starting a
fire. I refused to sign the document because it was wrong.

7.

I was then put in a cell where I stayed until the evening. Whilst in the cell a lawyer walked in
and asked me if I wanted a lawyer. Then I was taken to Ofer prison.

8.

On arrival at Ofer I was made to take off all my clothes including my underwear for a security
check. I spent the night in a prison cell by myself. Three days later I was taken to the military
court. In court I saw my lawyer for the first time. The hearing was adjourned.

9.

I attended about eight court hearings and in the end I was sentenced to six months in prison
based on my confession, and a fine of 1,500 shekels. I spent the first three months at Ofer
prison, and then I was transferred to Meggido prison in Israel where I served the remaining
three months. My parents visited me in prison four-and-a-half months after I was arrested.
This is how long it took for a permit to be issued. In prison I was allowed to study Arabic and
Hebrew. They reduced my prison time by a couple of weeks and I was released on 11
December 2013.

Testimony 26
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

H.I.
16
2 July 2013
Beit Ummar, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails
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Summary: On 2 July 2013, a 16-year-old boy from Beit Ummar is arrested by Israeli soldiers
at 1.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones, Molotov cocktails and starting a fire near a
settlement.
1.

I was asleep at 1.00 a.m. when I heard loud banging at the door. I woke up and realised it was
Israeli soldiers. My brother opened the door and eight soldiers entered the house. Some were
masked. They asked for our identity cards and asked for me. Then they told me to get dressed
because they were going to arrest me. They didn’t tell me the reason for my arrest and didn’t
tell me where they were going to take me. One of the soldiers had a piece of paper with a list
of names on it, including my name. They didn’t have any other written documents.

2.

They dragged me out of the house and didn’t let me say good bye to my family. At the front
door they tied my hands to the back with one plastic tie which was very painful. My hands
later turned blue. They also blindfolded me. They put me in a jeep which drove to Etzion
settlement. They made me sit on the metal floor. When some young men from the village
threw stones at the jeep as it drove away the soldiers beat me. They hit me on my head and
slapped me on the face. Ten minutes later the jeep arrived at Etzion police station.

3.

On arrival at Etzion I was put me in a shipping container where I sat on a seat. I was very tired
but a soldier put something in my ear each time I fell asleep. He wanted to keep me awake. He
also slapped me to wake me up. At around 7.00 a.m. I was taken to the interrogation room.

4.

The interrogator introduced himself as 'Sudqi’. He spoke very good Arabic. He removed the
blindfold and untied my hands and shouted at the soldiers when he saw my hands had turned
blue. He didn’t tell me about my right to silence and didn’t ask me if I wanted to speak to a
lawyer. He brought me some juice and asked me why I set some bushes on fire near a
settlement with my friends. I denied the accusation. He told me that my friends testified
against me but I didn’t believe him. I challenged him to confront me with the boys whom he
claimed had testified against me. He brought in one of my friends into the room and asked him
in front of me whether I set the bushes on fire. My friend said no.

5.

Then he accused me of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails on Route 60. I denied the
accusation and told him I had never seen a Molotov cocktail in my life. The interrogation
lasted for about two hours. I did not confess to anything.

6.

Then he took me to see a policeman who told me that two of my friends had testified against
me. He had a tape recorder in front of him. He also showed me some photos. I confessed to
throwing stones. He showed me a document written in Hebrew and I signed it. Then he asked
me for my parents’ telephone number and asked them to appoint me a lawyer. The second
interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes. Then I was taken for a security check where I was
asked to take off all my clothes, including my under wear. After the security check I was taken
to a prison cell in Etzion where they brought me some food.

7.

In the evening I was taken to Ofer prison where I spent a night in a prison cell by myself. In
the morning I was taken to the main prison. Three days later I was taken to the military court
where I saw a lawyer for the first time. My parents did not attend the hearing because they
were not informed. The hearing was adjourned.
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8.

A week later I had another military court hearing which my mother attended. The judge
wanted to release me on bail in return for 5,000 shekels but my family couldn’t afford to pay
this amount of money. The hearing was adjourned again.

9.

In total I attended about eight military court hearings and on the last one my lawyer agreed to
a plea bargain of six months in prison and a fine of 1,500 shekels. I spent the time in Ofer
prison where I was allowed to study Arabic and Hebrew. My mother visited me in prison once
because she was denied a permit for security reasons. I was released from prison on 11
December 2013.

Testimony 27
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.B.
15
6 July 2013
Al ‘Arrub, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 6 July 2013, a 15-year-old boy from Al 'Arrub refugee camp, in the West Bank,
is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was sleeping when I woke up to the sound of our doorbell ringing. It was 2.00 a.m. I stayed
in bed as my father went to open the door. Israeli soldiers entered the house and seconds later
a soldier was beside my bed. He asked for my name and then said: 'You need to come with us.
Put some clothes on.’

2.

I was then taken out of the house before I could put my shoes on and made to stand by the
front door. A soldier then tied my hands behind my back with one plastic tie. I struggled and it
snapped open. He brought a thicker plastic tie and again tied my hands very tightly behind my
back. My hands swelled up because the blood circulation was cut off. I asked the soldier to
loosen the tie but he ignored me and slapped me on the face and kicked me.

3.

By this time young men from my neighbourhood heard the commotion and started throwing
stones at the soldiers. I was slapped and kicked each time somebody threw a stone. I realised
later that the soldiers had rounded up other children from the camp and lined them up in the
street. I could also smell tear gas. I was then taken to the main road (Route 60) and slapped
and kicked on the way.

4.

When we got to the main road a soldier blindfolded me and told me to cross the street on my
own. I was scared that a car might run me over because this is a main highway. I walked not
knowing where I was heading. Once on the other side I was pushed into a vehicle. No one told
me where I was being taken or why. They made me sit on a small piece of metal. It wasn’t a
proper seat and was very uncomfortable. I couldn’t keep myself in place each time the vehicle
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turned a corner. I fell on the floor a couple of times and each time the soldiers kicked and
slapped me. They also spat on me.
5.

As the vehicle drove away, somebody asked me if everything was ok and I said yes. He then
asked me sarcastically if I wanted some tea and I said no. He asked me if I wanted some
biscuits. I sarcastically said yes. Somebody then hit me on my head with their elbow and said:
'Have your biscuits’.

6.

I was taken to Etzion settlement. On arrival I was made to kneel outside from around 3.00 a.m.
until 8.30 a.m., handcuffed and blindfolded. Later I was taken into the commander’s room and
made to kneel on the floor. My blindfold and hand ties were removed. I saw four soldiers in
the room with a baseball. They threw the ball at me and hit me on my head. They took turns
and each of the soldiers hit me twice with the baseball. Then they blindfolded me and tied my
hands and took me for medical examination.

7.

A female nurse asked me in broken Arabic whether I had had any injuries. She asked for my
blindfold and hand ties to be removed. When she was done a soldier tied my hands very
tightly with one plastic tie, blindfolded me and took me for interrogation. On the way a soldier
was walking me in circles. He also made me try to climb something that felt like a tree, maybe
a palm tree. We finally got to the interrogator’s room.

8.

Three interrogators entered the room and introduced themselves. One was called Daoud,
another was called Moshe, and the third was called Yona. I didn’t see a lawyer before being
interrogated and no one told me anything about my rights. Daoud asked me if I preferred to be
treated with honour, or like a donkey. Of course I said I wanted to be treated with honour. He
removed the tie and the blindfold and said: 'Ok, tell me about yourself’. I told him I liked to
play football. I go to school every morning and in the afternoons I play football. He then asked
whether I had finished talking and I said yes and then he said: “It looks like you prefer to be
treated like a donkey”.

9.

He made me sit on a wooden chair, ordered someone to tie my hands behind the chair with
metal handcuffs and put the blindfold on very tightly. I was then slapped and kicked all over
my body, on my stomach on my head and between my legs. Someone held my head and
banged it against the wall, maybe three or four times. I lost focus in my eyes and felt dizzy.
This lasted for about 10 minutes.

10.

Then I was taken to another room to see a fourth interrogator. This interrogator was writing
things down. I was then taken to another area in Etzion, about one kilometer away, where I
waited for about two hours. They brought me some potatoes to eat, which were not cooked
properly. My blindfold and ties were removed. The person who brought the food pulled the
plate back each time I reached out to take it. He just wanted to humiliate me.

11.

Later on the commander walked in and told me I was being taken to Ofer prison. It was around
2.00 p.m. They handcuffed me with metal handcuffs and shackled my feet and put me in a
military jeep. The ride to Ofer took about 25 minutes. At Ofer I waited in a room for about
four hours. I was then taken for a security inspection and strip-searched. I was then taken to a
small prison cell with four other children my age.
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12.

The following morning I was taken to Ofer military court at 8.00 a.m. I waited until 4.30 p.m.
During this time I was brought some fruit to eat. In court I saw my lawyer for the first time.
The lawyer told me that my father had paid NIS 1,500 as bail. I was released later that day at
around 9.00 p.m.

13.

Before I was released I was asked to sign a document written in Hebrew but I refused. The
person in charge of the prison tried to convince me to sign the paper saying it was a medical
report but I still refused. I have another court hearing on 8 August 2013. I have been accused
of throwing stones based on secret evidence provided by a collaborator.

Testimony 28
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

R.F.
17
8 July 2013
Al ‘Arrub refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing Molotov cocktails/Membership of a banned organisation

Summary: On 8 July 2013, a 17-year-old youth from the Al 'Arrub refugee camp, near
Bethlehem, is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 12.30 a.m. and accused of throwing Molotov
cocktails and membership of a banned organisation.
1.

My mother woke me up at around 12.30 a.m. on 8 July and told me Israeli soldiers were
surrounding our house. I got up and dressed. Soon a group of soldiers had climbed onto the
roof using ladders and another group were about to break in the front door. My father rushed
downstairs to open up. About 10 soldiers entered the house and some were masked. One
soldier asked for my I.D. card and as soon as I was identified I was dragged out of the house
without being allowed to say goodbye to my father. I did manage to give my mother a quick
hug. Nobody told us why I was being detained or where I was being taken.

2.

At the door my hands were painfully tied to the back with three plastic ties, two around each
wrist and one connecting the two. I was also blindfolded. Once outside the soldiers started
shooting tear gas and rubber bullets although there was no one on the street and there was
nothing happening. I was made to run to the entrance of the camp and because I was tied and
blindfolded I fell on the ground. When we arrived at the entrance I was made to kneel on
gravel, which was painful.

3.

Meanwhile, the soldiers conducted more arrests and then took all the detainees to the Israeli
military watchtower at the entrance to the refugee camp where we waited for about 30
minutes. I was then put in a military vehicle and made to sit on the metal floor. Inside the
vehicle I was slapped and sworn at.
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4.

The jeep drove for about 90 minutes; frequently stopping to let soldiers off. We were taken to
Etzion settlement and on arrival I was made to sit on the ground with a group of other young
men before being taken for a medical examination. The doctor removed the ties and the
blindfold and asked me some questions. Then I was blindfolded and tied again and waited for
about 30 minutes before being interrogated.

5.

I was alone with the interrogator who didn’t introduce himself. He did not tell me that I had
any rights and I was not asked whether I wanted to speak to a lawyer. The interrogator began
to question me whilst I was still blindfolded and tied. This made me scared. I asked him to
remove the blindfold and he did. He told me other people had confessed that I threw a
Molotov cocktail without specifying a date and that I belonged to Hamas. When I denied the
accusations he threatened to beat me and to put me in a stress position, but I didn’t confess.
The interrogation lasted about 20 minutes and then I was taken to another room where I waited
for about 10 minutes, before I was taken to see a second interrogator.

6.

The second interrogator introduced himself as Daoud. He was tall and blond and called me in
saying “come in commander”. Once inside the room he advised me to confess. He didn’t tell
me I had any rights, but he did say that there were witnesses and documentary evidence
against me. He also threatened to beat me and to put me in a stress position if I didn’t confess.
He told me it was in my interest to confess. He also showed me pictures of young men and
boys taken during clashes with soldiers and asked me to identify them. I refused. The
interrogation with Daoud lasted for about one hour.

7.

After Daoud had finished with me I was taken to a police interrogator who told me I was
accused of being a member of Hamas. I denied the accusation. He also accused me of
throwing a Molotov cocktail and showed me pictures of young men and asked me to identify
them. The policeman had a tape recorder and a camera in the room. The interrogation with the
policeman lasted for about one hour and I denied all accusations. At the end of the
interrogation I was shown a document written in Hebrew and was asked to sign it, which I did.
I don’t know what it contained. I was then taken to a prison cell. I was not given anything to
eat or drink.

8.

At around 11.00 p.m. I was transferred to Ofer prison. On the way to Ofer I was handcuffed
with metal handcuffs and I sat on the seat. I was with three other boys. At Ofer I was left in the
military vehicle for three hours before I was strip searched. The four of us stayed in a cell
together and in the morning we were taken to cell number 13 with other boys our age.

9.

Two days later I was taken to Ofer military court. There was no lawyer for me and my family
didn’t come because they were not informed. The court hearing was adjourned.

10.

The second military court hearing was on 18 July and that was when I saw a lawyer for the
first time. My family was also there. The hearing was adjourned again. All in all I had six
court hearings. On the sixth hearing, and based on testimonies from soldiers and collaborators,
I was offered a plea bargain of six months in jail and a fine of 2,000 shekels which my lawyer
advised me to accept.
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11.

I spent most of my prison time in Ofer but on 20 November 2013 I was transferred to
Hasharon prison inside Israel. My parents were denied permits to visit me in prison for
security reasons, so my two younger sisters, aged 12 and 13, visited me three times in Ofer
and once in Hasharon. I was very happy to see them and to catch up with news from the camp.

12.

In prison I took Hebrew, Arabic and Mathematics lessons but I missed my year at school and I
will have to repeat it.

13.

I was released at mid-day, on 22 December 2013, at Al-Jalameh checkpoint, up north. My
parents were not informed of my release so they were not there to take me home. I took a taxi
home and arrived late in the evening. Everybody was very happy to see me and my mother
was in tears. The following day she made me my favourite dish, spicy chicken in the oven.

Testimony 29
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.T.
16
29 July 2013
Al ‘Arrub refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 29 July 2013, a 16-year-old boy from the Al 'Arrub refugee camp in the West
Bank is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 1.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

It was during Ramadan and I was still awake at 1.00 a.m. My brother told me there were
Israeli soldiers in our neighbourhood. I went to have a look and saw about 10 masked soldiers
already at our house. One of them asked to see my ID card and when he read my name he told
the other soldiers to arrest me. They didn’t tell me why they were arresting me and they didn’t
have any written documents to show.

2.

Almost immediately, one of the soldiers grabbed me by the neck and dragged me to the front
door where they tied my hands behind my back with one plastic tie which was very tight and
painful. They also blindfolded me. They walked me to another house in the camp where they
arrested somebody else and then they put me in a troop carrier and took me to Etzion
settlement. I sat on a seat inside the vehicle.

3.

At around 4.00 a.m. I was taken for interrogation. First the interrogator asked me if I wanted to
be treated like a human or an animal. Then he asked me if I threw stones. I told him I didn’t.
He didn’t tell me about my right to silence and didn’t ask me if I wanted to speak to a lawyer.
He kept repeating the same question but I continued to deny the accusation.

4.

Then he brought another boy from the camp into the interrogation room and claimed that this
boy had confessed against me. The boy told him this wasn’t true and that he never confessed
against me. The interrogator got very angry and shouted at the boy who then told the
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interrogator that he had indeed confessed against me. The boy was 16-years-old and was
brought in about half-way through the interrogation. In the end I confessed to throwing stones
but I didn’t sign any documents. When the interrogation was over the interrogator spoke to a
lawyer and told him about me.
5.

I was then taken to see a policeman who had a tape recorder and a camera. He brought in the
boy who testified against me and made him testify again. Then they took my fingerprints and
my photo and took me to a prison cell in Etzion. There they made me take off all my clothes,
including my underwear for a security check.

6.

On the way to the cell, soldiers were talking in Hebrew and laughing loudly. One of them
slapped me on the neck. In Etzion I wasn’t given any food or drink. The following day I was
taken to Ofer prison where they gave me another security check and made me take off all my
clothes including my underwear. I arrived at Ofer at around 4.00 p.m. I was given prison
clothes and taken to Section 13 where I stayed with other children. The prisoners gave me
some food after one-and-a-half days without anything to eat or drink.

7.

A week later I was taken to Ofer military court. In court I saw my lawyer for the first time. My
parents were not there because they were not informed. The hearing was adjourned. The
following day I had another hearing which was adjourned again because they claimed another
person had testified against me and that I was going to be interrogated again, this time by the
Shin Bet.

8.

The following day I was taken to the settlement of Kiryat Arba, near Hebron. The interrogator,
who had a tape recorder in front of him, did not tell me about my rights. He named a person
and told me that person had testified that I had been throwing stones on 5 April 2013. I told
him this wasn’t true and that I was at work that day. He got very angry and started to shout and
swear at me. During the interrogation he asked me if I had a lawyer. The interrogation lasted
for about an hour but I did not confess to anything. I was not beaten but the interrogator kept
swearing.

9.

After an hour I was taken to another room where I waited for about 30 minutes. Then I was
taken back for interrogation again. This time the interrogator showed me some photos on his
mobile phone and asked if I was in any of the photos. I told him I wasn’t. Then I was taken
back to Ofer prison.

10.

Two days later I had another military court hearing where I was given a charge sheet. The
judge told me there were two statements by me: In one I had given a confession but in the
other one there was no confession. I think I had about 20 military court hearings. My family
attended most of them.

11.

In the end my lawyer agreed to a plea bargain where I would be sentenced to six months in
prison and fined NIS 1,000. I was released a couple of weeks early for good conduct. I was
released from prison on 8 January 2014. My parents were waiting for me and I went home
with them. We arrived home at around 11.15pm. I spent my entire prison sentence in Ofer. In
prison I was allowed to study Arabic and Hebrew.
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Testimony 30
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.A.I
16
3 August 2013
Al Khadr, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 3 August 2013, a 16-year-old boy from Al Khadr village is arrested by Israeli
soldiers at 2.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was asleep when my father woke me up at around 2.00 a.m. and told me Israeli soldiers had
surrounded our house. I then heard banging at our front door. I quickly got up and went to the
living room. When my father opened the door four soldiers entered. One of the soldiers asked
my father who Muhammad was and my father pointed at me. A soldier immediately told me to
step aside and said I was being arrested. He didn’t tell my father why I was being arrested and
we weren’t given any documentation.

2.

Two soldiers then dragged me out of the house. I asked them to allow me to get dressed but
they didn’t allow me. I barely had time to put my boots on and I was taken in my shorts. I was
dragged aggressively to a waiting military jeep but I was not beaten. My hands were painfully
tied behind my back with a single plastic tie and I was blindfolded. I complained about the ties
but I was told to shut up. I was then put inside the jeep and made to sit on the metal floor.

3.

The jeep drove for about an hour and stopped several times on the way to make more arrests.
Some of the people arrested sat next to me on the floor. At around 3.30 a.m. we arrived at
Etzion police station. My blindfold was removed but I remained tied as a doctor asked me
some general questions about my health. I was then taken outside to a courtyard where I
waited for a while before being put in a shipping container. I remained in the shipping
container with other detainees until around 7.00 a.m.

4.

At around 7.00 a.m. I was taken to an interrogation room. The interrogator wore civilian
clothes. A soldier removed my hand tie and I was told to sit on a chair. I asked to use the
bathroom and I was allowed to. An armed soldier remained in the interrogation room with me
and the interrogator. The interrogator spoke Arabic. I wasn’t told that I could contact a lawyer
or that I did not have to answer their questions. The interrogator immediately asked me 'why
do you throw stones at soldiers?’ I told him I didn’t throw stones. The first interrogation only
lasted for five minutes of so, following which I was handcuffed and taken back to the shipping
container. I remained in the shipping container for about 30 minutes before I was interrogated
by a second interrogator.

5.

The second interrogator removed my handcuffs and asked me whether I threw stones. I denied
the accusation. I was alone in the room with him. He told me other boys had confessed against
me but didn’t tell me their names. Again I told him I didn’t throw stones with anyone. As I
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spoke the interrogator was typing on a computer. The interrogation lasted for about 15 minutes
and I didn’t confess. At the end the interrogator asked me to sign a statement written in
Hebrew. I signed it after the interrogator explained to me that he had written exactly what I
had told him. I was then fingerprinted and photographed, before being taken back to the
shipping container where I waited until noon. I was then brought some food and taken to a
prison cell where I stayed until around 11.00 a.m. the following day.
6.

The following day I was taken to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. On arrival at Ofer I was given
prison clothes. I stayed in Ofer for a week. I was never taken to the military court and I never
saw a lawyer or a charge sheet. On the seventh day, at around 7.00 p.m., a policeman called
my name and told me I was to be released. The procedure to release me took some time and I
was out by 1100 p.m. on 10 August 2013. My family was not informed of my release so no
one was there to take me home. There was a taxi waiting and the driver took me home. My
father paid the taxi driver when we arrived. I was very happy to be home and so was my
family. During my time in prison I found it very hard not to have freedom.

Testimony 31
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

S.W.
15
6 August 2013
Al ‘Arrub refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 6 August 2013, a 15-year-old boy from the Al 'Arrub refugee camp, near
Bethlehem, is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 1.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

On 6 August 2013, I was walking home with my brother from the Al 'Arrub youth club. It was
1.00 a.m. Many people were still up and about because it was Ramadan and people stay up
late. The minute we arrived home around 15 Israeli soldiers surrounded the house. The
soldiers told us to go inside and shut the door. I went upstairs and was changing my clothes
when my father came in to tell me the soldiers had entered the house and were downstairs.

2.

My father, my brother and myself went to the living room where the soldiers were. The
commander asked to see my father’s identity card and then he pointed at me and asked who I
was. At that moment I realised they had come for me. The commander told me to accompany
him. He didn’t have anything in writing to show me and didn’t tell us why he wanted me to go
with him. My mother came and told the soldiers she wanted me to put some warm clothes on.
I managed to put my jacket and my shoes on just before the soldiers took me outside where
they tied my hands behind my back with one plastic tie and blindfolded me.

3.

Then soldiers made me run quickly to the entrance of the camp because young men were
throwing stones at them. When we arrived at the entrance they removed the plastic tie and
replaced it with three plastic ties, one on each wrist and one connecting the two. This time my
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hands were tied to the front. They made me kneel on the rough ground and my knees hurt.
They made me wait until a military vehicle arrived. They didn’t beat me or verbally abuse me.
They made me sit on the floor of the vehicle and drove me to Etzion settlement. We arrived
there 10 minutes later.
4.

On arrival at Etzion I was taken to see a doctor who removed the blindfold and untied my
hands. He took my temperature, my blood pressure and asked me if I suffered from any
illnesses. He recorded my answers on a sheet of paper. Then I was taken to a room where I
waited for about one hour before I was taken to see an interrogator. While waiting, I wasn’t
tied or blindfolded. I was blindfolded and tied when I was taken for interrogation. We had to
walk for about half-an-hour to the interrogation room. Somebody led me there because I could
not see.

5.

The interrogator untied my hands, removed the blindfold and introduced himself as Yona. He
asked me if I wanted a drink of water. It was around 5.00 a.m. He did not tell me I had the
right to silence and did not ask me if I wanted to speak to a lawyer. I was in the room by
myself; my parents were not there. The interrogator had a tape recorder and he was typing on
his computer. He told me there were confessions against me that I had thrown stones and gave
me specific dates. I denied the accusation and asked him to name the people who confessed
against me. He told me it wasn’t my business to know the names. He kept repeating the
accusation and each time I denied it he got angry and accused me of lying. He told me I was a
dog and banged the table angrily. He told me he was in possession of confessions that I threw
stones on 11 November 2012 and on 4 and 5 April and 15 May 2013. He told me I had to
confess but I didn’t.

6.

The interrogation lasted for about six hours and I got very tired. In the end I confessed to
throwing three stones at a military vehicle but the stones didn’t hit the target. I confessed
because I felt the interrogator wasn’t going to leave me alone until I confessed. The
interrogator then printed out a document written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I first
refused to sign and told him I didn’t understand Hebrew but he insisted that I sign it and I did.
After I signed the paper the interrogator called my father and asked him to appoint a lawyer
for me and asked him to come to Etzion.

7.

After the interrogation my photo was taken and I was fingerprinted. Then I was taken to a
prison cell where I waited by myself. A soldier told me to strip down to my underwear and I
was searched. By now it was around noon. Then another boy aged 16 was brought in and a
short while later we were both taken to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. We were hand cuffed with
metal chains. On arrival at Ofer I waited for about two hours before I was taken for a security
check. I was searched with a metal detector and was given a prison uniform. I was then taken
to Section 13 where I stayed with other prisoners my age. It was around 5.00 p.m. The other
prisoners gave me some food and I went to bed.

8.

I spent two nights in Ofer prison before I was taken to a military court. My mother and brother
were at court but I wasn’t allowed to speak to them. I was very happy to see them. The judge
later allowed my mother to come closer and allowed her to speak to me. She wanted to know
if I was eating well. In court I saw a lawyer for the first time following my arrest. The hearing
was adjourned for a week because my papers hadn’t arrived.
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9.

I think I attended around seven hearings. My family attended all the hearings. My mother, my
sister and my brother alternated. I am the youngest in the family and they were all worried
about me. On the last hearing I was sentenced to three months in jail and fined 2,000 shekels. I
was also given a suspended sentence of six months for three years.

10.

At the beginning of the last hearing the prosecutor requested six months in jail because he
claimed there was secret evidence against me that I had thrown an empty bottle and a stone at
Qalandia checkpoint on 15 May 2013. My lawyer lost his temper and objected. I was shocked
because I have never been to Qalandia. This accusation was a fabrication. That is when my
lawyer struck the plea bargain. By this time I had already spent two months in jail.

11.

I was released on 29 October 2013. My family was not notified about the exact date of my
release. I took a taxi home and I borrowed the driver’s mobile phone to inform my parents and
to tell them to prepare some money to pay the driver. I arrived home at around 8.30 p.m. and
my parents were very happy to see me. My parents were not given permits to visit me in jail
during the last month. It was very hard for me not to see them. I am in 10th grade and I missed
two months of school. I also missed my brother’s wedding. In jail they allowed us to study
only Hebrew. It was a difficult experience. Now when I know soldiers are in the camp I stay
home and don’t leave the house.

Testimony 32
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

H.K.
13
6 August 2013
Deir Nidham, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 6 August 2013, a 13-year-old boy from the village of Deir Nidham is arrested by
Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was in my village when I saw Israeli soldiers in the street. It was around 3.00 p.m. I ran to
my friend’s house and took my T-Shirt off because I was scared they had seen me and would
identify me from my shirt. There were no clashes going on at the time. Then the soldiers came
to my friend’s house and saw the T-Shirt in the room. My friend told them it was mine. They
told my friend’s mother that they were going to take both of us for a short while and would
return us soon. They didn’t tell us why.

2.

We were put us in a jeep and it drove away. The jeep stopped a short time later and they made
us sit on the side of the road for one-and-a-half hours and didn’t allow us to speak. Then they
took us to a valley and made us kneel on some thorns. They told us if we didn’t keep our heads
down they were going to shoot us. My friend kept his head down but when I moved my head I
heard the soldiers prepare their guns as if they were going to shoot. I was terrified. They
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brought some food but we refused to eat because we were fasting as it was Ramadan. They
were yelling at us and tried to force us to eat.
3.

I asked one of the soldiers when they were going to release us and he told me not until we
confessed to throwing stones. Then two female soldiers drove us to the settlement of Bet El
where we were made to wait in a shipping container. It was very cold in the container and I
asked for a jacket. A soldier gave me a jacket. He offered me some biscuits but I refused.
Other soldiers were making fun of us. One of them said we were good-looking and asked if we
wanted to get married.

4.

They accused us of throwing a stone that hit a settler car. I told the commander this wasn’t
true. Then he called the District Coordination Office. We were then taken somewhere else and
I saw policemen sitting there. I didn’t know whether they were Israeli or Palestinian policemen
until I saw the Palestinian flag. The Palestinian policemen took us home. I arrived home at
around 2.00 a.m., over 10 hours since my arrest.

5.

A week later I saw the same soldiers in our village and I was terrified. I ran away and hid at
my uncle’s house.

Testimony 33
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

S.H.
12
6 August 2013
Deir Nidham, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 6 August 2013, a 12-year-old boy from the village Deir Nidham is arrested by
Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was at home on 6 August 2013 in the afternoon, about to turn the computer on when my
friend H.K. ran into the house to tell me Israeli soldiers were in the neighbourhood. I looked
through the window and saw two soldiers behind the house. They stood there for a short while
and then left. I went to the other window to see what they were up to and the soldier spotted
me. The soldiers banged at the door and my mother opened for them. They asked to see the
young men in the house and my mother told them there were no young men in the house.

2.

One of the soldiers saw me and asked to see my hands. He was checking to see if I had been
throwing stones. The other soldier saw a red T-Shirt in the room and wanted to know whose
T-Shirt it was. I told him it was my friend’s. Then they dragged me and my friend H.K. and
took us outside the house to where an army vehicle was waiting. They told my mother they
were going to take us and bring us back soon. They didn’t tell us why they were taking us or
where. They didn’t have any papers with them.

52
3.

The vehicle drove for a short while and then stopped on the way. The soldiers made us sit in
the sun on the side of the road for more than an hour-and-a-half. They did not blindfold us and
did not tie our hands. Some drivers saw us sitting there with soldiers and stopped to see if we
needed help. The soldiers shouted at us when we spoke to the drivers.

4.

Then they took us to the valley and made us kneel on the thorny bushes. They pushed my head
down and told me if I lifted my head up they were going to shoot me. I was terrified and didn’t
move. Then they brought some food and tried to force us to eat. We didn’t want to eat because
we were fasting as it was Ramadan.

5.

Then two female soldiers drove us to Bet El settlement. We sat on the seats of the vehicle.
When we arrived we waited in a shipping container then the Commander asked me why I
throw stones at soldiers. They brought us more food but I told them I didn’t want to eat, and
that I wanted to go home.

6.

Then they took us to the Coordination Office and Palestinian policemen took us home. They
called my friend’s uncle and told him the story. I arrived home at 2.00 a.m. I did not sign
anything and didn’t see a lawyer. It was a scary experience especially when they made me sit
close to weapons and bullets.

Testimony 34
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.K.
15
25 August 2013
Deir Nidham, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 25 August 2013, a 15-year-old boy from Deir Nidham, in the West Bank, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers from his school and accused of throwing stones at settlers.
1.

I was at school when I heard some boys outside my classroom saying Israeli soldiers had
entered our village. We went out to have a look but we didn’t see soldiers. When we got back
to the classroom we saw 10 soldiers approaching the school. The soldiers entered my
classroom and pointed to the three boys, including me. All the other children in our class are
girls. They then made us boys stand next to each other.

2.

One soldier approached me and told me to lift my hands up. He said something in Hebrew
which I didn’t understand. Then I went back to my seat but the soldiers tied the other two boys
and led them outside. The soldiers then asked me to leave with them but I refused. I told them
I hadn’t done anything wrong. A group of soldiers then pushed, slapped and kicked me. One
soldier smashed my head against the metal bars on the classroom window. Another soldier hit
me with an electric stick very hard on my arm. He hit me so hard that my arm was bruised for
a week. The electric shock totally paralysed me. I lost control over my muscles and fell to the
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ground. The soldiers continued to beat me while I was on the ground. I think I lost
consciousness for a few seconds because the next thing I knew was that I was handcuffed.
3.

The soldiers then took me out of the classroom and walked me for a few minutes but didn’t
tell me where they were taking me. They pushed me towards the other two boys and put the
three of us into a military jeep. Once inside the jeep a soldier slapped me on the back of my
neck.

4.

First we were taken to the military base of Neve Yair, near our village. On arrival they
blindfolded me and made me sit on the floor of a small room. I sat there for an hour. Then a
soldier took me back to the jeep which drove for about one-and-half-hours. The jeep stopped
at a clinic. I spent one hour in the sun handcuffed and blindfolded. I was kicked and slapped
while waiting and soldiers swore at me. They called me a son of a whore. They said other
things in Hebrew which I couldn’t understand. Then a soldier came and took me to a room
where I waited for half-an-hour. Then a female soldier came with a questionnaire. She
removed the blindfold, asked me some medical questions and recorded the answers on the
questionnaire. Then I was blindfolded again and put in a room for two more hours.

5.

The three of us were then driven to the police station in Binyamin settlement. At Binyamin we
sat on the asphalt ground for an hour with our eyes blindfolded and hands tied. I think soldiers
were washing cars because I was sprinkled with water every now and then. Then I was taken
for interrogation. It was evening and I hadn’t eaten or drunk anything. I asked to use the toilet
but they didn’t allow me.

6.

The interrogator removed my blindfold but kept my hands tied and introduced himself in
Hebrew, I think he said his name was Danny. There was also a soldier in the room. As far as I
could tell the interrogation was not recorded. The interrogator asked me if I had a lawyer. I
told him I didn’t. He asked me for my father’s mobile number. I gave it to him. He called my
father’s number but no one answered. The interrogator told me if I didn’t answer his questions
that this would be used as evidence against me. He didn’t tell me anything about my rights. He
asked me whether I had thrown stones earlier that day. I told him I hadn’t. He cursed me and
called me a donkey and called my father a donkey too.

7.

The interrogator then accused me of throwing stones at Route 465 at 10.30 a.m. He told me
the three of us threw stones together. He also told me he himself saw me throw stones. I
challenged him and asked for evidence but he did not reply. He then told me that my friends
had already confessed and if I confessed too he would release me. I didn’t believe him. I told
him I didn’t throw stones. He told me to confess that me and my friends threw stones. I told
him I didn’t have anything to confess. The interrogator was angry and shouted at me. I told
him that the soldiers beat me very badly. He told me they have a right to beat me and that I
was going to be put in prison if I didn’t confess.

8.

The interrogation lasted for about 45 minutes and then I was taken out of the room where I
waited with the two other boys. Then I was taken to sign papers written in Hebrew. When I
refused to sign because I didn’t understand what was written the person who was in the room
slapped me on my left ear. Throughout the interrogation I didn’t speak to my parents or to a
lawyer.
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9.

After the interrogation I was blindfolded and taken to Ofer prison. We arrived at about 12.30
a.m. I was taken for a security check where I was told to take off my clothes except my
underwear. I was then taken to a prison cell. The other prisoners made me some food which
was my first meal since I was taken out of the classroom in the morning.

10.

I spent the night in Ofer and the following day, at around 9.30 p.m., I was released. I didn’t
appear in the military court and didn’t see or speak to a lawyer. They called my name and told
me I was going to be released. My parents were not informed about my release so they were
not there to take me home. I took a taxi with the other two boys. My parents were very happy
to see me when I got home. I was released without a charge and without a fine.

Testimony 35
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

K.K.
16
25 August 2013
Deir Nidham, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 25 August 2013, a 16-year-old boy from the village of Deir Nidham is arrested
at school by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones at settlers.
1.

I was at school in Deir Nidham when I saw some Israeli soldiers outside. At around 10.30 a.m.
some soldiers entered my classroom and took me and two of my friends outside. We were the
only three boys in class. They didn’t tell us why they were taking us. The teachers tried to
intervene but the soldiers pushed them away. One teacher got hurt. They hand tied me with
one plastic tie behind my back which was very painful, and walked us towards a waiting
military jeep.

2.

They made me sit on the floor of the jeep and then drove me to a nearby military base where
we waited for about an hour-and-a-half. During this time I remained tied and sat on the
ground. The soldiers also blindfolded me. I was then driven somewhere and asked some
questions about my health. I remained tied but my blindfold was removed.

3.

After my medical examination I was re-blindfolded and taken to Ofer prison. We did not get
out of the jeep at Ofer, and we were then driven to Binyamin police station. On arrival at the
police station I was made to sit on the ground outside for about an hour, still tied and
blindfolded. Then I was taken to see an interrogator.

4.

The interrogator asked me whether I threw stones. I told him I didn’t. He wanted to know who
did. The interrogator lied to me and told me that my friends had confessed against me and that
he had already released them. He didn’t tell me about my right to silence and didn’t ask me if I
wanted to speak to a lawyer. I was alone with the interrogator throughout the interrogation and
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I don’t know if it was recorded. The interrogator asked me to confess and to apologize in order
to be released. But I refused because I was only willing to tell the truth no matter what. I told
him I didn’t do anything wrong and that I wasn’t going to confess or apologize for something I
did not do. He got very angry and verbally abused me, calling me a dog. He also called my
mother and sisters whores.
5.

Then he showed me some documents written in Hebrew and asked me to sign them, but I
refused. He shouted at me when I refused to sign. Only then did he ask me for my father’s
telephone number and whether I wanted to contact a lawyer. I told him I didn’t know my
father’s number.

6.

The interrogation ended and I was taken outside to the courtyard and made to sit on the
ground, tied and blindfolded. Half-an-hour later my picture was taken and I was fingerprinted.
I was then transferred to Ofer prison, hand cuffed and blindfolded. I was with the other boys
who were arrested with me. On arrival at Ofer we were given prison uniforms and taken to a
cell with boys our age. I spent one night in prison and was released the following evening. I
never saw a lawyer and didn’t appear in court. I was released without charge and my parents
were not asked to pay any money.

Testimony 36
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.D.S.
17
25 August 2013
Beit Ummar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 25 August 2013, a 17-year-old boy from Beit Ummar, near Bethlehem, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was watching a demonstration near the settlement of Karmi Zur when all of a sudden four
Israeli soldiers attacked me. They laid an ambush and caught me by surprise. It was around
2.00 p.m. They beat me, tied my hands behind my back with two plastic ties which they
painfully wrapped together around both hands. They also blindfolded me and put me in a troop
carrier which drove to Etzion settlement. I sat on the seat in the troop carrier and the drive took
about an hour. Soldiers left me alone and didn’t hurt me while the carrier drove.

2.

On arrival at Etzion I was left in an open area for about five hours. I was surrounded by
soldiers who were listening to music and having fun. I wasn’t given any food or drink and I
didn’t use the bathroom. Then I was taken to the interrogation room.

3.

The interrogator removed the blindfold and asked me if I threw stones. He didn’t tell me about
my rights and didn’t ask me if I wanted to speak to a lawyer. He had a tape recorder in front of
him. I denied the accusation and told the interrogator I didn’t throw stones. He got angry and
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slapped me on the face. He also threatened to bring my parents to the interrogation room to
question them. I was worried that he might hurt them. The interrogation lasted for about one
hour and during this time I didn’t confess to anything.
4.

Then I was taken to a second interrogator who asked me the same questions. He told me his
name was Eagel. Again I told him I didn’t throw stones. In the end he showed me a document
written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it which I did. I am not sure what it said. The second
interrogation lasted about half-an-hour.

5.

Then I was taken for a security check. They made me take off all my clothes including my
underwear. Then I was taken to a prison cell in Etzion where I spent a night. In the morning
they brought me some breakfast and told me they were going to take me to Ofer prison. The
trip to Ofer took a long time, almost the whole day. I arrived at Ofer in the afternoon.

6.

The following day I was taken to the military court. It was in court that I saw my lawyer for
the first time. The hearing was adjourned for two weeks. I had four court hearings and in the
end I was sentenced to three months in prison and fined 2,000 shekels based on a confession
by a boy who was arrested with me. I served my entire sentence in Ofer.

7.

In prison I was allowed to study Hebrew, Arabic, English, mathematics and History. My
parents did not visit me in prison because they were denied a permit. The only time I saw my
family was in court. I was sentenced one month after I was arrested.

Testimony 37
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.T.
16
25 August 2013
Deir Nidham, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 25 August 2013, a 16-year-old boy is arrested at his school by Israeli soldiers
and accused of throwing stones at a settler bus. He is released the following day without
charge.
1.

I live in the village of An Nabi Saleh but go to school in the neighbouring village of Deir
Nidham. On 25 August, I went to school on the first day of term after the summer holidays. I
was sitting in class listening to the teacher when I heard the sound of tear gas being fired. I
saw a canister hit the wall of a nearby house. We were all distracted and looked out the
window to see what was happening. Someone rushed into the classroom and said Israeli
soldiers were in the area.

2.

A few minutes later soldiers entered the school. They first went into the Grade 7 classroom,
but soon realised the children were too young and so then came to my classroom. When they
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entered my classroom a soldier pointed at one of my classmates wearing a red T-shirt and told
him to go with them. Another soldier spoke to me and another classmate, and told us to come
with him. We were the only boys in the classroom, the rest were girls. The teacher told us not
to go, so we remained seated and didn’t move. The soldier grabbed the chair I was sitting on,
threw it on the floor and nearly hurt one of the other students. He grabbed me and dragged me
out of the classroom. Another soldier did the same to my classmate.
3.

Once outside the classroom, a soldier tied my hands in front with one plastic tie. The tie was
not too tight. I was then escorted out of school whilst they fired tear gas and stun grenades at
the building. They put me in a military vehicle and took me to a nearby military base.

4.

On arrival at the base we were put in a small room. No one told us why we had been detained.
A soldier walked into the room, talked to another soldier and then grabbed me and took me
outside without explaining anything. I stood out in the sun for three hours, maybe more. A
soldier then came and blindfolded me and told me I was suspected of throwing stones at a
settlers’ bus early that morning. Towards the end of the three hours I was asked for my name. I
was then taken in a jeep, together with the other two boys, to another military base where I
was given a medical examination.

5.

The doctor asked me some questions about my health. She asked me to sign a paper written in
Arabic saying I was not denied medical attention. I signed the paper. Then I was taken to
Binyamin settlement for interrogation.

6.

We arrived at Binyamin at around 8.00 p.m. I wasn’t given anything to eat or drink all day.
The interrogator removed my blindfold but kept my hands tied. He did not tell me anything
about any rights. He said to me: 'You were throwing stones this morning before going to
school.’ I told him I didn’t throw any stones. He then told me to at least apologize and to say I
wouldn’t do it again. I told him I didn’t do anything wrong and therefore I wasn’t going to
apologize for something I didn’t do. He got angry and asked me for my name and my father’s
name and asked whether I wanted to speak to my father. I said yes and he asked for my
father’s telephone number and called him. I heard him tell my father to appoint a lawyer for
me. He also told him where I was being held. The interrogator then asked a soldier to take me
outside and I was re-blindfolded.

7.

A short while later the interrogator called me again and told me that my classmates had
confessed and so should I. I told him this was not true and that he as telling me this to put
pressure on me to confess. I was then photographed and fingerprinted. The interrogator gave
me a document written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I told him I wasn’t going to sign
something written in a language I didn’t understand. He got very upset and told me the
document related to my fingerprints. He then threatened to bring another soldier in to beat me.
I was scared and so signed the document. As far as I could tell the interrogation was not
recorded.

8.

At around 2.00 a.m. I was taken with my two classmates to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. On
arrival at the prison I was searched and given some prison clothes that were too big for me. I
was then taken to a cell with other children and somebody gave me a sandwich. I slept for
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about two hours before the prison guard woke us up to be counted. I then had breakfast and
went out with the other prisoners to an open exercise area.
9.

Shortly afterwards someone called our names and said we were going to be released. We
waited with about 10 other prisoners for about half-an-hour. My parents were not told I was
going to be released so they were not there to take me home. My classmates and I took a taxi
back to our village. We arrived home at around 9.00 p.m. It was Monday, 26 August 2013. My
family was very happy to see me back. After greeting everyone I went to my cousin’s wedding
party in the village. I am so glad I didn’t miss the party.

Testimony 38
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.B.
16
9 September 2013
Al ‘Arrub refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 9 September 2013, a 16-year-old boy from the Al 'Arrub refugee camp, near
Bethlehem, is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2.45 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was asleep when my mother woke me up at 2.45 a.m. She told me to get up because Israeli
soldiers were outside. Six armed and masked soldiers came into our house. They asked for my
ID and a soldier said to me: “You’ve been throwing stones, haven’t you?” They told me they
were going to take me away. I got dressed and kissed my mother goodbye and told her not to
worry. My mother was crying and shouting. I was a bit scared. The soldiers had a dog with
them.

2.

I was taken out of the house and my hands were tied. I asked a soldier to tie my hands in front,
but he refused and kicked me and tied my hands behind my back with a single plastic tie. The
tie was very tight and left marks on my wrists. They then blindfolded me and led me down the
street. I could hear the dog behind me and was afraid that it might bite. I was put in the back of
a troop carrier with other young men from the camp. We were taken to Gush Etzion settlement
where we arrived at around 5.00 a.m.

3.

On arrival at Etzion I was asked some questions about my health by a doctor in military
uniform. My blindfold was removed but I remained tied. After the questions, the blindfold was
replaced. I was then led outside where I waited for about 15 minutes before I was interrogated.

4.

The interrogator introduced himself as 'Yona’. I asked him for some water and he brought me
some. He had a tape recorder in front of him. He removed the blindfold and the hand tie. He
told me that I was with the young men on the day the military tower at the entrance to the
camp was burned. I denied this and told him I was at my grandparents’ house until noon. He
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then told me to sign a document written in Hebrew. I refused to sign. I was then taken outside
again and re-tied.
5.

I waited outside for a short time and then I was interrogated a second time by someone who
said he was from the Shin Bet. He accused me of throwing stones and claimed that others had
provided confessions against me. He interrogated me for about two hours during which time
my hands were tied. I asked him to take off the plastic ties because they were painful, but he
refused. He shouted at me and said things in Hebrew. His Arabic was very poor. As far as I
could tell the interrogation was not recorded. I was not told that I had any rights but later I
asked for a lawyer and I was allowed to call one. The lawyer told me not to be afraid.

6.

At the end of the interrogation I confessed to throwing six stones at a military jeep, but denied
hitting it. I confessed because I got tired of being interrogated. I did not sign any papers, it was
a verbal confession. After I confessed they blindfolded me and took me outside. By then it was
afternoon and I had not eaten anything. I was then taken to Ofer prison.

7.

On arrival at Ofer I was searched and then put in a room with five other young men. It was
now almost sunset. On Thursday, 12 September, I was taken to Ofer military court. I was
released on Sunday, 15 September 2013, after my parents agreed to pay a fine of NIS 1,000.
My father picked me up at the checkpoint and we arrived home at 10.00 p.m.

Testimony 39
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.S.
14
28 September 2013
Beit Ummar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 28 September 2013, a 14-year-old boy from Beit Ummar, near Bethlehem, is
arrested whilst walking by the Israeli military watchtower at the entrance to his village and
accused of throwing stones.
1.

On 28 September 2013, at around 1.00 p.m., I was walking home from school. I was limping
because I fell and injured my knee at school. As I walked past the Israeli military watchtower
at the entrance to our village, I looked back and saw four Israeli soldiers approaching me.
They stopped me and one of them asked me whether I threw stones on Monday. I told him I
didn’t. He told me I was a liar and detained me.

2.

Somebody told my father I had been detained and he came to the watchtower. My father asked
the soldiers why they were holding me. The soldier repeated that they had seen me throwing
stones. My father challenged the soldier and his ability to identify me from among hundreds of
boys who pass the watchtower each day. Then the Israeli commander came and tried to calm
things down. I was very scared. The commander brought me some water and told my father
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they were going to ask me a few questions at the watchtower and then release me. They took
me inside the watchtower where they tied my hands to the front with one plastic tie. They
didn’t blindfold me. They kept me at the watchtower for about half-an-hour and sent my father
away. After 30 minutes a military vehicle arrived and took me away.
3.

The military vehicle drove for about 10 to 15 minutes to a military base, I think it was Etzion.
I was taken to room No. 1 to see an interrogator who didn’t introduce himself. I was in the
room with him and the soldier who arrested me. By this time my wrists were swollen and I had
lost sensation in my hands.

4.

The interrogator cut the tie off and asked me how many stones I threw in my life. I told him I
didn’t throw stones. He asked me who throws stones with me but I denied the accusation.
Then the interrogator left the room and a big fat man wearing civilian clothes entered. He saw
blood on my trousers where I fell and asked me to lift my trousers up. He then kicked me on
my injured knee. It was very painful. The interrogator came back and asked me the same
questions again. In the end I confessed to throwing stones, I told him I threw 15 stones in my
entire life. I was scared that if I didn’t confess the fat guy would kick me again.

5.

The interrogator showed me a document written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I signed it
although I didn’t know what it said. He never told me anything about my rights. After I
confessed and signed the document he allowed me to speak to an Israeli lawyer who told me
not to confess. I told him I had already confessed. The interrogation lasted for about four hours
and most of the time the interrogator wanted me to give him names and to confess about other
boys but I didn’t.

6.

After the interrogation I was taken on foot to a clinic. It took about one hour to get there. I was
limping and in pain. On the way, soldiers swore at me and called my mother a whore. About
10 soldiers surrounded me and I thought they were about to attack me but the other soldier
who was walking me kept them away.

7.

At the clinic the doctor looked at my knee but didn’t do anything. Then they made me sit
outside in the cold. They asked me to take off all my clothes except my underwear for a
security check. After the security check I was not allowed to put my clothes back on and was
made to sit outside from 4.00 p.m. until midnight. It was cold and I was shivering. One soldier
put a jacket on my shoulders but then took it away. I had to beg the soldiers to allow me to use
the bathroom. I was given some bread to eat.

8.

At around midnight I was transported to Ofer prison. I waited in the military vehicle for a long
time before it moved. I was very cold and banged the door to get the attention of the soldiers.
At Ofer I was photographed, searched and given prison clothes. I was taken to Section 13
where I was held with other boys my age. It was 1.30 a.m. and the prisoners made me dinner,
some cold cuts and potatoes.

9.

The following day I was taken to Ofer military court. I waited in the waiting room for many
hours before I was told my hearing was adjourned because there was no lawyer. My family
didn’t attend because they were not informed.
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10.

The following day I was taken back to the military court. This time a lawyer spoke to me in
the waiting room. He told me he was going to ask for the hearing to be adjourned because the
judge was in a bad mood.

11.

On the third court hearing my father was there and a lawyer. The judge yelled at the lawyer
and didn’t allow him to speak and in the end the hearing was adjourned. The fourth court
hearing was adjourned too, I don’t know why.

12.

On the fifth hearing the lawyer told the judge the only evidence against me was my own
confession. The judge told the prosecution to come up with a plea bargain; otherwise he was
going to release me. My parents were at court and heard all this.

13.

In the end I was offered three choices: First, I would be released immediately if my family
paid NIS 5,000. Secondly, I would spend one month in prison if my family paid NIS 2,500.
Thirdly, I would spend two months in prison if my family paid NIS 1,000. My family had no
choice but to accept the third option because we don’t have much money. At the end of the
hearing I asked my father to send me warm clothes. The guard got angry and dragged me
outside where he pushed me over and slapped me in the face. He was going to beat me more
but the other guards stopped him. I think my mother saw all this. I was worried about her.

14.

I was finally released on Monday, 18 November 2013. My parents didn’t visit me in prison
because they were not issued with a permit in time. There was something wrong with the name
on the application and that is why it was rejected. In prison I missed my parents and my sisters
a lot. I used to cry as night fell, I wanted to go home. I had no contact with my family the
whole time I was in prison; there were no phone calls and no visits. I managed to write a letter
to my parents which I gave to one of the other boys from my village who was released before
me. In the letter I asked my parents to forgive me for putting them in trouble. I felt very bad
because my father had to pay a lot of money to save me time in prison.

15.

My family was not informed of my release date so they were not there to take me home. A taxi
driver who was waiting outside Ofer prison took me home. The first thing I did when I got
home was to ask my father to pay the driver. My mother couldn’t believe her eyes when she
saw me. She cried and gave me a big hug.

16.

I now stay away from trouble. When I see soldiers I walk away and try to avoid them. I am
scared of soldiers. In prison I was only allowed to study Arabic, English, Hebrew and
Mathematics so I am not doing well at school; I found it hard to catch up. Maybe one day I
will become a carpenter.

Testimony 40
Name:
Age:
Date:

I.H.
16
2 October 2013
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Location:
Accusation:

Al Fawwar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 2 October 2013, a 16-year-old boy from the Al Fawwar refugee camp, near
Hebron, in the West Bank, is arrested by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was walking home from work with my cousin at 9.00 p.m. When we arrived near Al Fawwar
we could see clashes were taking place between Israeli soldiers and youth from the camp.
When we got to the roundabout opposite the camp, near Route 60, a military jeep stopped and
three soldiers got out and ordered us to stop. Two more soldiers came from the military
watchtower nearby.

2.

The soldiers took us towards the watchtower and made us sit on the ground. They asked us if
we had been throwing stones. I told them we were walking home and were not throwing
stones. One of the soldiers looked at our hands to see if there were traces of dust that might
indicate we were throwing stones. The soldiers didn’t believe that we hadn’t been throwing
stones and made us sit on the ground for about 15 minutes. One of the soldiers went into the
watchtower and brought a camera and started checking pictures they had taken of boys
throwing stones to see if it was us. They didn’t find any pictures of us because we were not
throwing stones.

3.

A short time later a white Toyota stopped. The Commander who was in the Toyota spoke with
the soldiers. I heard them mention my name and I saw the Commander look at me. A soldier
pulled me toward the jeep where he blindfolded me. He pushed me into the jeep and made me
sit on the floor. They did not tie my hands. The jeep drove for about five minutes and then
stopped. I heard the sound of a metal gate open which made me realise the jeep had entered a
military base. The soldiers put me in a shipping container and made me sit on the floor with
other detainees. I was still blindfolded. About 30 minutes later I asked to go to the bathroom
and the soldier allowed me. He removed the blindfold.

4.

When I came back from the bathroom I was taken by two soldiers to an interrogation room. I
was made to sit on a chair in front of the interrogator. He was wearing civilian clothes and
spoke very good Arabic. I was in the room with the interrogator by myself. He asked me what
the problem was and I told him I was picked up by soldiers while walking home from work.
He asked me for my name and my ID number. I told him I didn’t have an ID. He checked on a
computer and started to name members of my family members in order to confirm my
identity. Then he brought a tape recorder and put it on the table in front of him.

5.

The interrogator did not tell me I had the right to contact a lawyer and didn’t suggest that I
contact my family. He didn’t tell me that I did not have to answer his questions. He was
mainly interested in why I didn’t have an ID.

6.

An hour later two soldiers came to the interrogation room and took me to a jeep. They
blindfolded me but did not tie my hands. The jeep drove away and the soldiers started to laugh
while they listened to loud music. One of the soldiers asked me for my name. When I
answered him the soldiers started to say my name loudly and made fun of me. One of the
soldiers offered me a cigarette but I told him I didn’t smoke.
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7.

About 30 minutes later the jeep stopped and one of the soldiers said we were at Etzion
settlement. I got out of the jeep and the soldiers removed the blindfold and took me for a
medical checkup. The doctor asked me if I had any illnesses or suffered from any allergies.
Then they took my fingerprints and my photo. Then I was taken to a prison cell in Etzion. A
soldier gave me some blankets and took me into a small room where I was by myself.

8.

In the morning soldiers brought me some food and told me they were going to transfer me to
Ofer prison. At 8.00 a.m. I was blindfolded, handcuffed and shackled with metal chains. The
handcuffs were painful. The vehicle traveled for about an hour and we arrived at Ofer at
around 9.00 a.m.

9.

At Ofer a soldier told me to take off all my clothes, including my underwear, for a security
check. He asked me to turn around several times while naked and to crouch. Then he gave me
prison clothes and took me to Section 13 where there were other children. I arrived at Ofer on
4 October.

10.

The following day I was told I had a hearing in the military court. I was taken to the waiting
room where I remained from 9.00 a.m. until 1.00 p.m. but I was never taken inside the
courtroom and I never saw a lawyer or a judge. A policeman then took me back to prison. I
asked him what happened to my hearing and he told me I was going to be released in four
days. I wasn’t given any details or explanations. I was released on 9 October 2013. I had just
enough money to pay for a taxi to take me home. I was very happy to be released.

Testimony 41
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.H.
15
2 October 2013
Al Fawwar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 2 October 2013, a 15-year-old boy from Al Fawwar refugee camp, is arrested by
Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones.
1.

It was around 9.00 p.m. when I was going home with my cousin after work. There were
clashes going on between residents of the camp and Israeli soldiers near the main road. A
military jeep approached us and some soldiers got out. More soldiers came from the
watchtower on the main road. They told us to stop. When we stopped the soldiers asked us to
go with them to the military tower.

2.

They made us sit on the ground near the tower and they examined our hands and clothes to see
if we had traces of dust from stone throwing. Then they brought a camera with pictures of
young men throwing stones and checked to see if we were in those pictures. They didn’t find
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any pictures of us. We stayed there for about half-an-hour. We were not beaten and we were
not blindfolded or hand-tied.
3.

Then a white Toyota came and the commander who was in it talked to the soldiers. I
understood he was telling them to take us somewhere else. Almost immediately a soldier
grabbed me by the neck and took me to the jeep that was by the military tower. He asked me
to put my hands behind my back and he tied me with one plastic tie. The tie was very painful
but I was too scared to object so. They did not blindfold me. A soldier then pushed me into the
back of the jeep and made me sit on a box, which I thought, had tear gas canisters in it. Three
soldiers got in and the jeep drove away.

4.

About 15 minutes later the jeep arrived at a military camp but I don’t know which one. The
soldiers pulled me out of the jeep inside a courtyard where there were lots of soldiers. Then
they put me in a shipping container. The moment I got there they removed the hand-tie and
made me sit on a seat for about five minutes.

5.

Then I was taken to the interrogation room. The interrogator who spoke very good Arabic
wore civilian clothes. In the beginning I was in the room alone with him. He started by asking
me where I was at the time of my arrest. He also asked me where I lived and wanted the names
of my family members. Then he told me that soldiers saw me throwing stones at them. I told
him this wasn’t true. Five minutes later two soldiers entered the room but they didn’t say
anything. Then the interrogator asked me if I knew the names of boys who threw stones. I told
him I didn’t know anyone who threw stones at soldiers. He accused me of lying and claimed
that I did know names. I denied this and told him I lived far away from the main road where
most clashes occur. The interrogation lasted about 15 minutes. In the end he showed me a
document written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I refused to sign it because I didn’t
understand what it said. The interrogator didn’t ask me for my parents’ number and didn’t
allow me to speak to a lawyer or to my family. He didn’t tell me about any of my rights. Then
the interrogator left the room and I was alone with the two soldiers.

6.

One of the soldiers offered me some chips but I refused. I remained in the room with the
soldiers for about one hour. They didn’t say anything to me. An hour later the interrogator
came back. It was about 11.00 p.m. He told me they were going to release me. I asked him
about my cousin and he told me he was still detained.

7.

Then some soldiers put me in a jeep and two soldiers sat with me. A soldier who spoke Arabic
told me they were going to hand me over to the Palestinian police. The jeep drove for about
five minutes before it arrived at a big gate. The soldiers took me out of the jeep and opened the
gate. On the other side there was a jeep with Palestinian police. The soldiers and the police
greeted each other and I was handed over to the Palestinian police who took me to Hebron
police station. On the way they asked me for my father’s telephone number. They called him
and told him to go to the District Coordination Office to pick me up and take me home.

8.

At around 1:00 a.m. my father showed up and took me home. While waiting, the Palestinian
police asked me whether I was beaten and where I was arrested from. I told them exactly what
had happened to me.
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Testimony 42
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.W.I.
16
6 October 2013
Al Khadr, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 6 October 2013, a 16-year-old boy from the village of Al Khadr, is arrested by
Israeli soldiers at 1.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was asleep when I woke up at around 1.00 a.m. to the sound of noise outside the house. I got
up to see what was going on and found that my parents and siblings were also awake and that
Israeli soldiers were at our door. The soldiers were about to break the door when my father
rushed to open it. About 10 soldiers then entered the house. One of the soldiers asked my
mother for our birth certificates. Once I was identified the commander said they were going to
take me. He did not say why or where they were taking me and we were not provided with any
documentation. I was in shorts and a T-shirt and my mother insisted on fetching me a warmer
top.

2.

I was led out into the street where army jeeps and a troop carrier were waiting. My hands were
then tied behind my back with a single plastic tie, which wasn’t too painful, and I was pushed
into a vehicle and made to sit on the metal floor. I was also blindfolded.

3.

Once inside the vehicle I was kicked in the back, struck with a weapon and slapped across the
face. I screamed in pain. Then the vehicle started to move and drove for about 20 minutes. I
think I was taken to the settlement of Gilo. Once we arrived I was taken out of the vehicle and
made to sit on a bench. It was very cold. Somebody removed my blindfold and hand ties and
gave me a cup of coffee to drink.

4.

Sometime later, my hands were re-tied and I was blindfolded and driven for about 30 minutes
to the settlement of Etzion. When we arrived I was made to sit outside on the ground for about
30 minutes before being taken for interrogation.

5.

Inside the interrogation room my blindfold was removed but I remained tied. I was made to sit
on a chair. There was one interrogator in civilian clothes and a soldier. The interrogator
accused me of throwing stones at soldiers and told me to confess. He also wanted me to tell
him who else was throwing stones. I told him I didn’t throw any stones and I didn’t know who
did. I was not told that I had any rights. About 30 minutes into the interrogation the
interrogator asked me if I wanted my family to appoint a lawyer for me. I told him I wanted a
lawyer and he then asked for my family’s phone number. He called the number and spoke to
my mother and told her I was refusing to confess and that she should come and convince me to
confess. My mother didn’t come.
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6.

The interrogator kept insisting that I confess to throwing stones at soldiers and claimed that
other children had confessed against me and that I had to confess. I told him I didn’t see any
point in confessing if other children had already confessed against me. Then the interrogator
took me outside and showed me other boys who were blindfolded and were sitting on the
ground in the distance. He then threatened me saying if I didn’t confess he would give me an
electric shock. He then produced an electric baton and placed it in front of him, but did not hit
me with it. I was scared and then confessed that I threw stones at soldiers.

7.

The interrogation lasted for less than an hour. As far as I know it was not recorded. The
interrogator wrote a statement in Arabic and then asked me to sign it, which I did. I was then
taken to another room and was later taken to Ofer prison where I was put in a cell with other
boys. I was told that I would be taken to court the next day, but this never happened.

8.

On Thursday, 10 October, I was taken to Ofer military court and waited outside a courtroom.
At around noon soldiers called my name and told me they were going to release me. My
mother was waiting outside and I went home with her. I was released without being charged. I
never saw a lawyer and my family didn’t have to pay any money.

Testimony 43
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

Y.Z.S.
16
6 October 2013
Al Khadr, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 6 October 2013, a 16-year-old boy from Al Khadr village, is arrested by Israeli
soldiers at 1.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails.
1.

I was asleep when my father woke me up at around 1.00 a.m. and told me there were soldiers
in the house. I went downstairs with my father and saw about 10 soldiers. One of the soldiers
asked me for my name and I told him. He asked me to sit on the floor and asked my mother to
bring my birth certificate. The soldiers didn’t wait for my mother to come back and took me
outside where they painfully tied my hands to the front with one plastic tie and blindfolded
me. They didn’t tell my family or me why they were taking me or where and they didn’t have
anything in writing.

2.

The soldiers escorted me to the nearby cemetery where more soldiers were waiting. I was then
pushed into a jeep and they swore at me. They made me sit on the metal floor. The jeep drove
to a military camp near Beit Jala. On arrival I was taken out of the jeep and a soldier put a
bottle of water in my pocket. Then they put me back in the jeep, which drove to Etzion
settlement. On arrival at the settlement I was made to wait outside until around 6.00 a.m. when
the interrogator came and took me inside. Inside the interrogation room was the interrogator
and a soldier.
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3.

Once inside the interrogation room, my blindfold was removed and I was untied. The
interrogator asked me if I threw stones or Molotov cocktails. I told him I didn’t know what he
was talking about. He then started to shout and swear at me and then threatened that if I didn’t
confess he would give me an electric shock. I did not confess. The interrogation lasted for
about half-an-hour. I was then taken outside by a soldier and re-tied and blindfolded. I waited
outside until the afternoon. Then the soldier took me back to the interrogation room. The
interrogator asked me again if I threw stones and if I knew anyone else who did. He claimed
that other children had confessed against me. I was scared and decided to confess that I threw
stones. The second interrogation lasted about ten minutes.

4.

After I confessed I was taken to see a policeman who wrote out a statement and took my
fingerprints. He then made me sign the statement, which was written in Hebrew. Only after I
had signed the statement did the policeman ask me if I wanted to speak to a lawyer or to my
family. He asked me for my father’s telephone number. Neither the interrogator nor the
policeman told me I had the right to silence and that confessing could harm me. I wasn’t given
any food or drink and I wasn’t allowed to use the bathroom; I was too scared to ask. I don’t
know whether or not the policeman called my father, but I did not speak to my family.

5.

At around 10.00 p.m. I was taken to a cell in Etzion and was given some food to eat. The
following day I was taken to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. I was told that I had a court hearing
on Monday, 7 October. I met my lawyer for the first time in Ofer military court on Monday.
He told me that I was going to be interrogated again and that my case was re-scheduled for
Thursday, 10 October. The military judge then extended my detention. I wasn’t interrogated
again while I was in Ofer.

6.

On Thursday I was taken to a waiting room outside the military court and then I was released
with another boy. I did not appear in court again. I don’t know whether there was a bargain to
release me or what happened. My mother was waiting outside Ofer because she thought I was
going to have a court hearing. I went home with her. We arrived home at around midnight. I
wasn’t convicted of anything and my family didn’t have to pay any money.

Testimony 44
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

H.H.H.
16
5 November 2013
Azzun, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 5 November 2013, a 16-year-old boy from Azzun, in the West Bank, is arrested
by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones.
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1.

Me and two friends were on my family’s land near the main road between our village and
Qalqiliya. At around 1.30 p.m. three Israeli soldiers suddenly appeared from behind some
trees. I think they had laid an ambush. I was scared and my friends and I began to run. Then I
heard gunshots and we stopped. I was terrified. One soldier aimed his gun at us and ordered us
to the ground. We sat down. A soldier approached me and tied my hands to the front with one
plastic tie. The tie was a little painful. I was also blindfolded. They did the same to my friends.

2.

About 15 minutes later a military jeep came and we were pushed in and made to sit on the
floor. We were not beaten. Two soldiers were with us in the back of the jeep. The jeep drove
for about 10 minutes before it stopped at the settlement of Qarne Shomron. We got there at
around 2.30 p.m. We were taken to a courtyard inside the settlement where we sat on the
ground. Some soldiers gathered around us and one of them started to beat me, he slapped me
on my head and kicked me in my stomach and legs. I was in pain and I was very scared. They
also slapped and kicked my two friends.

3.

We stayed in Qarne Shomron for about four hours, during this time we were kicked and
slapped occasionally. A soldier came and went and verbally abused us. I was scared. I didn’t
dare ask for food or to go to the bathroom. At around 6.00 p.m. we were put on the floor of a
troop carrier and told to keep our tied hands above our heads and we were blindfolded. It was
a very painful position. When I put my hands down for a second when I could no longer hold
them up, a soldier hit me on my side with his gun and told me to lift my hands up again. The
troop carrier drove for about 30 minutes or so before we arrived at the settlement of Ariel.

4.

On arrival at Ariel we were put in a shipping container where we waited while standing. A
soldier was in the container with us all the time. The blindfold was removed. The soldier later
allowed us to sit on the metal benches in the container. It was late at night and I felt hungry so
I asked the soldier for some food and he told me there wasn’t any food. My friends and I slept
on the benches, without food or water and without covers.

5.

At around 8.00 a.m. the next morning, 6 November, a soldier woke us up and the interrogator
walked in to take us to the interrogation room. I asked him if I could have some water from the
cooler that was in the container and he allowed me unlike the soldier who refused to give us
anything. My two friends were interrogated before me. It was 10.00 a.m. when my turn came.

6.

Once inside the interrogation room, the interrogator removed my hand tie. There were two
interrogators in the room wearing police uniforms, one asked the questions in Hebrew and the
other translated into Arabic. There was a camera in the interrogation room. They didn’t tell me
about my right to silence or about my right to contact a lawyer. The interrogator asked me
what I was doing in the field near the main road. I told him I was doing nothing. The
interrogator accused me of being there in order to throw stones. I denied the accusation. The
interrogator got angry and started to shout at me and threatened to beat me if I didn’t confess. I
was scared and swore to God that I didn’t throw stones. The interrogator told me my friends
had confessed against me but I insisted that I didn’t throw stones and didn’t see anyone
throwing stones. Then the interrogator showed me a document written in Hebrew and asked
me to sign it. He told me it was my statement, so I signed it. The interrogation lasted for about
an hour.
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7.

At the end of the interrogation the interrogator asked me to tell my parents they needed to
appoint me a lawyer, but he didn’t allow me to call my parents and didn’t ask me for their
number so that he could call them. When the interrogation was over they took my fingerprints
and my picture and the interrogator took me back to the shipping container.

8.

About 30 minutes later soldiers came and tied my hands to the front with one plastic tie and
blindfolded me. They did the same to my friends. They took us to a jeep where we sat on the
seats. The jeep drove for about an hour before we arrived at Huwwara military camp. The jeep
waited outside for nearly two hours before it was allowed to enter the camp.

9.

We were taken to a courtyard where we waited for nearly three hours, blindfolded and hand
tied. It was cold. Soldiers brought a dog very close by and I was terrified because it barked all
the time. Soldiers were swearing at us but did not beat us. Then we were taken to a shipping
container where we sat on the floor until midnight when soldiers put us in a jeep and we were
taken to Megiddo prison, inside Israel. The trip took about three hours. We were not given
food or water in Huwwara.

10.

On arrival at Megiddo I was given a medical examination. A doctor asked me if I had any
illnesses and I told him I didn’t. Then a policeman searched me, gave me prison clothes and
took me to Section 3 where I stayed with other prisoners my age. They did the same to my
friends. In Meggido we were given some food. We hardly slept for a few hours before we
were taken to Salem military court at around 9.00 a.m., on 7 November.

11.

My parents were not in the military court because they were not informed, but a lawyer was
there who told me he was representing me. The lawyer asked me if I had confessed to
anything and I told him I hadn’t. He told me he was going to ask for the hearing to be
adjourned.

12.

The second hearing was on 11 November. My father was in court and the judge allowed me to
speak to him in the courtroom. The hearing was adjourned again. I had a number of hearings;
the last one was on 21 December 2013 when the lawyer was able to release me on bail. My
family had to pay 1,500 shekels. I went home with my father. I thought there was supposed to
be another hearing on 30 December but that never happened. The lawyer told me he would
call me about a new date but he never did.

13.

In prison I was allowed to study mathematics and science. My friends are still in prison
because they confessed to throwing stones. I spent one month and 16 days in prison and as a
result I lost my school year.

Testimony 45
Name:
Age:
Date:

J.M.
16
6 November 2013
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Location:
Accusation:

Deir Nidham, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 6 November 2013, a 16-year-old boy from Deir Nidham, in the West Bank, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2.30 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I woke up at around 2.30 a.m. because of loud banging at our front door. I stayed in bed. My
father opened the door and about six masked Israeli soldiers entered our house. They told my
father they wanted to search the house. They came to my room and asked for my name. Then
they told me to get dressed because they were going to take me for questioning. They said they
were going to return me in two hours. My father objected and tried to argue with them but was
not successful. I got dressed and went out with the soldiers.

2.

Outside the house they blindfolded me and tied my hands to the front with three plastic ties;
one around each wrist and one connecting the two. They pushed me inside a jeep where
another young man was sitting. I sat on a seat. Inside the jeep the soldiers cocked their guns to
scare us. The jeep drove for a short time before it arrived at the nearby settlement of Halamish.

3.

At Halamish they made me sit outside on a rock. It was cold and they made me take off my
jacket. I asked to use the bathroom but they refused. I asked for some water but they refused.
After waiting out in the cold for nearly 30 minutes, I was taken to see a doctor who asked if I
suffered from any illnesses or allergies. The doctor gave me some water. Then they made me
sit inside. They removed the hand ties but kept me blindfolded. Then I was taken outside
again. I sat on the rock from around 4.00 a.m. until around 8.00 a.m. I was desperate to use the
bathroom but I wasn’t allowed. Then I was taken in a jeep to Binyamin police station. I think I
arrived there at around 9.00 a.m. At Benyamin I waited outside until around 12.30-1.00 p.m.,
still not allowed to use a bathroom. Then I was taken for interrogation.

4.

I told the interrogator I wasn’t going to answer any questions until he allowed me to use the
bathroom, which he did. The interrogator asked me for my name, brought me some water and
asked me if I wanted any tea or coffee. He didn’t say anything about my right to silence or my
right to see a lawyer. Then he asked me if I threw stones. When I told him I didn’t throw
stones he told me not to play games with him. Then he told me that my friend had confessed
against me. He also asked me about Molotov cocktails and I told him I didn’t throw Molotov
cocktails.

5.

Then he brought in another boy and told me he was the one who confessed against me. When I
didn’t react he banged the table, slapped me on my neck and told me to confess. Then a
policeman entered the room and tied me to the chair. He slapped me on the face. I was tired
and sleepy by then so I told the interrogator I wanted to confess to throwing one stone. He
wasn’t pleased and wanted me to confess to throwing 20 stones and a Molotov cocktail. He
was typing on his computer the whole time.

6.

After the interrogation I was fingerprinted and shown a document written in Hebrew. The
interrogator asked me to sign it but I refused. He got angry and banged the table. Then I signed
one paper out of many which he showed me. Then I was taken outside. A short while later the
interrogator came back and asked me if I was willing to confess against my friends in return
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for 100 shekels. I refused and told him I wasn’t willing to confess against anyone even if he
gave me a million shekels.
7.

In the evening I was taken to Ofer prison. The other prisoners made me some food. Then at
around 6.30 p.m. I was taken to Ofer military court. A lawyer was there but not my parents. I
didn’t understand much of what went on in court and the proceedings were adjourned.

8.

I had many military courts hearings. Each time my parents attended because this was the only
way for them to get to see me. I told the judge I was beaten by the interrogator and that I
confessed because he beat me. The judge didn’t say or do anything when I told him this. The
prosecutor wanted me to spend eight months in prison but my lawyer came to a plea bargain of
five months and a fine of 1,500 shekels in addition to a four-and-a-half months suspended
sentence for one year.

9.

I was released from prison on 23 March 2014. Twelve days before I was released I was
transferred to a prison in the Negev inside Israel. My parents were not given permits to visit
me in Ofer or in the Negev. The authorities refused to give them a permit to visit me on
security grounds. In prison I was allowed to study English and Maths.

10.

On the day of my release I was driven to Addahriyeh checkpoint where my father was waiting.
We arrived home at around 9.00 p.m. It was a difficult experience especially during the first
few days in prison when I didn’t know what to expect. I missed my family, my friends and my
village. Now I am scared when I hear soldiers in the village. This experience made me feel
scared of soldiers.

Testimony 46
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

O.T.
14
10 November 2013
Beit Fajjar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 10 November 2013, a 14-year-old boy from the village of Beit Fajjar is arrested
by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones and setting fire to tyres.
1.

I was walking with my friend near the edge of the village close to the settlement. There were
clashes with soldiers and stone throwing when all of a sudden we noticed an Israeli military
jeep chasing us. We ran back towards the village when the soldiers started to shoot rubber
bullets at us. I was hit on my leg but I continued to run. Four soldiers got out of the jeep and
started to chase us on foot until they caught us. Two soldiers hit me on the head with their
guns. It was so hard that I started to bleed. Then they tied my hands behind my back with three
plastic ties, one on each wrist and one connecting them. They also blindfolded me. Then they
pushed me inside the jeep and made me sit on the metal floor.
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2.

The jeep drove for about five minutes before it stopped. I could see from under the blindfold
that we were at Etzion. The soldiers made me sit on the ground in an open area for about 15
minutes before I was taken for a medical examination. The doctor removed the blindfold and
had a look at the wound on my head and wiped off the blood. He took my blood pressure and
looked at the wound again and told me everything was ok. There were some scratches on my
neck too which the doctor saw. He asked me if I had any illnesses or allergies. Then I was
taken to a prison cell where I stayed alone for one night. My head wound was still bleeding a
little. I was also brought some food.

3.

The following day a soldier came at around 8.00 a.m. and took me to an interrogation room.
The interrogator was in civilian clothes. He made me sit on a chair and I was hand tied and
shackled. I was alone with the interrogator. He didn’t tell me about my right to silence or the
right to see a lawyer. He also didn’t allow me to speak to my parents to tell them where I was.
The interrogator accused me of setting tyres on fire and of throwing stones at soldiers. I denied
the accusation. He had an audio-tape recorder and recoded what I was telling him.

4.

The interrogator did not beat me but he wanted me to confess to throwing stones and to setting
tyres on fire. I continued to deny the accusations. Then the interrogator printed out a document
written in Hebrew and told me it was my statement. He asked me to sign it. In the beginning I
refused to sign it but later I did. I was scared not to sign it because the interrogator told me I
was going to spend a long time in prison if I didn’t sign it. Then I was taken to a room where I
was photographed and my fingerprints were taken.

5.

After that I was taken back to the room where I stayed for about half-an-hour. Then soldiers
handcuffed me to the front with metal handcuffs. I was also shackled. Then I was taken to a
vehicle where I sat on a seat. The vehicle drove for about an hour or an hour-and-a-half before
it stopped at a military camp. Soldiers then told me we were at Ofer prison. On arrival at Ofer
I was searched and given prison clothes and taken to the juvenile section where I was with
other prisoners my age. I spent one night there. The following morning soldiers told me I was
being taken to the military court.

6.

In the military court I saw a lawyer for the first time who told me he was going to represent
me. My mother was also there and I was allowed to speak to her across the courtroom. I was
charged with setting tyres on fire but because it was the first time I was arrested the court
decided to release me with a fine of 1,000 shekels. My mother didn’t have that amount of
money on her so I was taken back to prison. The following day, Wednesday, 13 November
2013, I was released at around 6.00 p.m. after my family paid the fine. My mother was waiting
for me outside court and we took a taxi home.

Testimony 47
Name:
Age:

A.A.M.
17
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Date:
Location:
Accusation:

12 November 2013
Deir Nidham, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 12 November 2013, a 17-year-old boy from Deir Nidham, in the West Bank, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I woke up to the sound of loud banging at our door. It was around 2.00 a.m. I heard someone
say 'open the door’. My father opened the door and about 13 Israeli soldiers entered the house;
some wore masks, others had charcoal camouflage on their face. I was still in the bedroom
when I heard one of the soldiers ask for everybody's identity card. I brought my identity card
and waited in the room then my mother came and told me the soldiers wanted to see me. I was
terrified. One of the soldiers asked me for my name and told me to get dressed quickly. Before
I could put my shoes on the soldier dragged me outside. My mother started to cry. They did
not show us any written documents and did not tell us why they were taking me or where.
They just had a piece of paper with a list of names on it.

2.

At the front gate they tied my hands to the back with one plastic tie and blindfolded me. The
hand tie was very tight. They made me walk for about 30 minutes to the nearby settlement of
Halamish where they made me sit in a room and one soldier asked me if I wanted any water. I
told him I was fine. About 10 minutes later I was put in a troop carrier together with other
young men. Inside the vehicle a soldier swore at me and said bad words about my mother and
my sister. I am too embarrassed to repeat what he said. They took us somewhere for a medical
examination where they removed the blindfold but kept my hands tied. After the examination
the doctor replaced the blindfold and I was taken to Binyamin settlement. We arrived at
Binyamin at around 7.00 a.m.

3.

Shortly after arriving at Binyamin I was taken to an open area which I think was a car wash.
Every now and then I was sprayed with cold water and slapped on the face to keep me awake.
Then a soldier came and introduced himself as 'Captain Binyamin’ and told me he was going
to take me for interrogation and that I had to tell him everything. He walked me to the
interrogation room where he removed the blindfold but kept the hand tie.

4.

The interrogator asked me if I wanted to be treated like a human or like a donkey. I think he
meant to tell me that treating me like a donkey meant that he would beat me. I told him I
wanted to be treated like a human being. He didn’t say anything about my rights. I was in the
interrogation room alone with the interrogator and I sat on a chair. He asked me if I threw
stones and I told him I didn’t. He said my answer meant that I wanted to be treated like a
donkey. He made me stand up and a soldier came and took me to another room and started to
beat me. The soldier asked me if I threw stones. When I told him I didn’t he slapped me on the
face and hit me on my back. I felt he was careful not to leave any marks on my body. This
went on for about 10 minutes. He went out for a short while and came back and asked me the
same question again but I insisted that I didn’t throw stones.

5.

The soldier then took me back to the other interrogator. At this point I had had enough and
told the interrogator to write whatever he felt like writing. I didn’t want to be beaten anymore.
He told me he was going to write down that I threw stones with other boys. Then he showed
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me a document written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I told him I wasn’t going to sign
anything until a lawyer was there and didn’t sign the paper. The whole interrogation took
about one hour after which I was taken to another room where a second interrogator wrote
down my statement. Then he called my father and asked him to appoint a lawyer for me.
6.

After the interrogation I was taken to a room with two beds where I stayed with four other
boys. We were brought some food. A soldier kept coming into the room to wake us up. At one
point he wanted to know what I had confessed to but I refused to tell him. He didn’t like it and
tightened the plastic tie even more. It was very painful. That evening we were taken to Ofer
prison near Ramallah where they gave me a security check, took my clothes and gave me
prison clothes. Then I was taken to Section 13. When I arrived at Ofer I relaxed a bit and
stopped being afraid.

7.

The following day I was taken to a military court. My parents were not in court. There was no
lawyer in court and the judge asked me for my name and asked me if I wanted a private
lawyer. I told him I wanted a lawyer from an NGO. The judge spoke in Hebrew and then I was
told the hearing was adjourned.

8.

Six days later I had another military court hearing. This time a lawyer and my father were
there. The lawyer spoke to the judge in Hebrew and when he was done I told the judge I was
beaten and that everything the interrogator wrote was false. The hearing was adjourned. I had
two more court hearings. On the third hearing the lawyer told my father I was going to be
released that day and that he had to pay a fine of NIS 1,000. My father paid the fine and I went
home on Thursday, 21 November 2013, 10 days after being arrested. I arrived at home at
around 10.30 at night.

9.

My mother had cooked vine leaves. I had dinner and went to bed. I slept very well that night.
It was a very difficult experience. It was my first time in prison.

Testimony 48
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

K.C.
13
14 November 2013
Burin, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 14 November 2013, a 13-year-old boy from Burin, in the West Bank, is arrested
by Israeli soldiers following clashes with settlers.
1.

At around 2.00 p.m., on 14 November 2013, I came home from school and was going to turn
my computer on when I looked out the window and saw a group of about 12 settlers in the
village. Some young men had gathered to drive them away and I went out to have a closer
look. The minute I got there soldiers arrived and turned the settlers back. Then they chased the
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young men from the village and fired tear gas and rubber bullets at us. By the time I made it
home I was terrified and hardly able to catch my breath. My mother and I went up to the roof
to watch. A soldier saw us and told my mother to open the door. First she refused but when he
fired a stun grenade at us she went downstairs and opened the door. I stayed on the roof.
2.

Within minutes soldiers were on the roof. One of them grabbed my arm and asked me if I
threw stones. I told him I didn’t. He told me I was a liar. My mother also told them I don’t
throw stones but they didn’t believe her. He asked me about a boy who was wearing a red
jumper and I told him I didn’t know him. Then a soldier pushed me into a corner, told me to
lift my hands up and to keep my head down. I then heard a lot of shooting and thought they
were aiming at me. I was scared and started to cry. I was sure they were going to kill me right
there.

3.

Then they tied my hands behind my back with one plastic tie, which was very painful, and
blindfolded me. I heard my mother shout saying 'give me back my son where are you taking
him? He is young and didn’t do anything wrong.’ I was then led out of the house and pushed
me into a jeep. I could hear stones hitting the outside of the jeep and heard my mother
shouting 'give me back my son? Where is my son?’

4.

The jeep drove for about an hour and a soldier yelled at me, slapped me on the face and
punched me on the head. Then a soldier asked me to state my full name to someone on the
telephone. About five minutes later the jeep arrived somewhere. They took me out of the jeep
and I tripped and fell on my face because I was blindfolded. I heard soldiers laughing when I
fell. Then they made me sit on the ground. It was late in the evening and I was cold. A soldier
shouted at me when I tried to find out who was sitting on the ground next to me. He also hit
me in my back and slapped me and moved me away from the other people. A soldier asked me
if I wanted to eat and I told him no but asked for some water. They brought me water and I
drank it.

5.

About two or three hours later I was taken inside. They removed the blindfold. Someone
wearing a blue uniform started to ask me some questions. He asked me if I threw stones and
wanted to know who else was throwing stones. He told me if I told him everything he would
release me and if I didn’t he would get upset. Again he asked me if I threw stones and I told
him I didn’t. I told him I was at home when soldiers arrested me. He told me I was a liar and
wanted to know who else was throwing stones. I told him I was at home and didn’t see
anyone. Again he told me I was a liar and hit me on my head and face. Another soldier was in
the room. At no time did I speak to a lawyer and no one told me anything about my rights. No
one told me about the right to silence except in the jeep when a soldier kept telling me to shut
up. I wasn’t given the chance to speak to my parents, not to anyone. After the interrogation I
was re-blindfolded and taken outside. My hands were still tied.

6.

I was very tired and but a soldier kept shouting at me to keep me awake. This startled me and I
could hear soldiers laughing. Then a soldier lifted the blindfold and showed me a map on
something that looked like an iPad. He showed me an intersection and told me I was going to
be dropped off there. He gave me a telephone and asked me to call my father and to tell him to
meet me at the intersection. From what I could see on the map I think he meant the main
intersection at the entrance to our village. I told my father to wait for me there. I was then put
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in a jeep and my hand ties and blindfold were removed. I looked around and I think I was
taken to Huwwara military base.
7.

The jeep took me to the intersection near my village. My father was waiting for me there. He
asked me how I was and whether I was beaten. I couldn’t answer his question; I couldn’t
speak. We arrived home at about 10 p.m. When we got home I saw my mother in bandages.
She was limping and in pain. I cried when I saw her. She told me that soldiers shot rubber
bullets at her when she followed the jeep and tried to rescue me. I want to stay out of trouble
and I want to study hard and do well at school. I think this is the best way to resist occupation.

Testimony 49
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.J.A.
16
16 November 2013
Bethlehem, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 16 November 2013, a 16-year-old boy from Bethlehem is arrested by Israeli
soldiers at 3.00 a.m. and accused of throwing Molotov cocktails and stones.
1.

I was asleep at home when my father woke me up at 3.00 a.m. and told me Israeli soldiers
were surrounding the house. I went to the living room and heard very loud banging at our front
door. Soldiers threatened my father that if he didn’t open the door they were going to break in.
My father opened the door and about 10 masked and armed soldiers entered the house. One
soldier asked to see my identity card. I went to get it from the bedroom and a soldier followed
me. When I showed my identity card to the soldier he asked me to stand aside.

2.

At that point my father realised they had come to arrest me. He told them I was sick and
suffered from Asthma. They didn’t tell us why they were arresting me or where they were
taking me. They made my father sign a piece of paper, which I think, said that I was not
mistreated. The soldiers allowed me to put on some warm clothes and my father gave them my
medication.

3.

The soldiers took me outside the house where they blindfolded me and tied my hands to the
front with one plastic tie. The tie wasn’t painful. Then they put me in a troop carrier and made
me sit on the metal floor. Then the soldiers went on to arrest other people in Bethlehem. They
arrested four other people with me and that took about two hours or more. The whole time I
was sitting on the metal floor of the troop carrier.

4.

After about two hours I was taken out of the vehicle and my blindfold was removed. I was in a
courtyard. I remained tied and was made to stand by a jeep. Then a man came over and
introduced himself as Captain Samir. He said he was the head of the Shin Bet in the
Bethlehem area. He asked me whether the soldiers beat me and I said no. Then he told me to
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confess so that the interrogation would be quick. He promised me a short prison sentence if I
confessed. Then I was re-blindfolded and taken back to the troop carrier and was made to sit
on the metal floor again.
5.

The vehicle drove for about 15 minutes to a military camp, I think Etzion, where I was given a
medical test. The doctor removed the blindfold but my hands remained tied. I was given a
questionnaire written in Arabic and Hebrew with questions about different illnesses. I told the
doctor I had Asthma and breathing problems and he wrote that down. After the medical check
I was placed in a shipping container. I think it was around 6.30 a.m. At around 11.00 a.m. I
was taken for interrogation.

6.

Once inside the interrogation room, a soldier removed the plastic tie and replaced it with metal
handcuffs. He also shackled my legs with metal chains. The shackles were painful and I
complained to the interrogator but he didn’t do anything. I was alone with the interrogator who
started by asking me if I wanted to confess. He said that if I didn’t confess he would resort to
violence. I told the interrogator I would complain if he beat me. The interrogator accused me
of throwing Molotov cocktails but I denied the accusation. He accused me of throwing a
Molotov cocktail in the area near Rachel’s tomb and claimed that other people had confessed
against me. I challenged him to name the people who confessed against me but he didn’t.

7.

The interrogation lasted for about two hours. I don’t remember whether there was a tape
recorder or a camera in the room. Soldiers then brought some food, beans and rice, and the
interrogator removed the handcuffs and allowed me to eat. The interrogation resumed after I
had eaten and the interrogator threatened to beat me but he didn’t. In the end I denied throwing
Molotov cocktails but confessed to throwing stones near Rachel’s tomb. The interrogator
wrote down my statement in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. He also took my fingerprints. He
didn’t tell me I had the right to talk to a lawyer. The interrogation ended at around 7:00 p.m.

8.

After the interrogation I was taken to a cell where I stayed until midnight. At midnight soldiers
came and tied my hands to the front with one plastic tie, which wasn’t painful, blindfolded me
and took me in a vehicle to Ofer prison. This time I was allowed to sit on a seat. We arrived at
Ofer at around 1.00 a.m. I remained in the vehicle until around 4.00 a.m., when I was taken
inside and placed in Section 13 with other boys.

9.

Two days after my arrest I was taken to Ofer military court, where I saw my lawyer for the
first time. My father was also in court. The case was adjourned for three days, and then for a
month. During the month I remained in detention I got sick and was taken to an Israeli
hospital. I stayed in hospital for about a week where I remained shackled and my left hand tied
the whole time. A guard was also there the whole time.

10.

One month after my arrest I was taken from the hospital to Ofer court. This time my lawyer
managed to convince the judge that I had already spent enough time in jail and asked for my
release. The judge agreed and my family had to pay a fine of 1,500 shekels. I also received a
six month suspended sentence for three years. I was released on 26 December 2013. My father
was waiting for me near the prison and took me home.
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Testimony 50
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.S.A.
16
15 December 2013
Tuqu’, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 15 December 2013, a 16-year-old boy from Tuqu’, in the West Bank, is arrested
by Israeli soldiers at 2.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was asleep when my brother woke me up. It was 2.00 a.m. I immediately went to the living
room and found it full of Israeli soldiers. The Israeli intelligence officer in charge of our area,
'Captain Nabil’, was also present. The intelligence officer told my father they were going to
arrest me. He didn’t tell us the reason for my arrest but told my father they were going to
interrogate me at the police station in the settlement of Etzion. He asked my father to sign a
document and told me to get dressed.

2.

I was immediately taken outside where I was tied with my hands to the front with three plastic
ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. The ties were not painful. The soldiers led
me out of the village where some military jeeps were waiting near the main road. It was about
a 15 minute walk. I was then made to wait near a troop carrier for about two hours. After two
hours I was put in the back of the troop carrier and driven to the settlement of Etzion, about 15
minutes away. On arrival at Etzion I remained in the troop carrier until around 3.00 p.m. I
wasn’t given any food but I was given some water and allowed to use the bathroom.

3.

At around 3.00 p.m. I was taken for interrogation. I was put in a car and driven a short distance
to a military base where I was led into an interrogation room. During the interrogation I
remained tied. There was a camera and a tape recorder in the room. The interrogator did not
read me my rights and he didn’t tell me I had the right to silence. He also didn’t tell me I had
the right to see a lawyer. The interrogation lasted for about an hour.

4.

The interrogator accused me of throwing Molotov cocktails and stones at soldiers. He told me
there were eyewitnesses and mentioned the names of four people I know and told me they had
confessed against me. In the beginning I denied the accusations. The interrogator got angry
and pushed me off the chair. I fell on the floor. He also swore at me and said bad things about
my mother. He threatened me and said if I didn’t confess he was going to keep me in prison
for the rest of my life. I still denied the accusations. He then printed out a document written in
Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I refused. He then said it didn’t matter as I would be
convicted on the confessions of others.

5.

After the interrogation I was photographed and fingerprinted. I was then taken to a room
which had a bed and a toilet. I was kept in the room by myself until around 7.00 p.m. when a
soldier entered and handcuffed and shackled me. I was then put in a vehicle and driven to Ofer
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prison, near Ramallah. On arrival at Ofer I was strip searched, given prison clothes and taken
to Section 13 where I was put with other young people.
6.

The following day I was told I had a military court hearing. My parents were not present in the
military court but there was a lawyer. The hearing was adjourned. Four days later I had
another military court hearing. My parents were there and so was the lawyer. I was allowed to
speak to my parents across the courtroom. The lawyer told me a charge sheet had been
presented and that I was accused of throwing stones. I had about seven more hearings in the
military court.

7.

At one of the hearings my lawyer told me I might be sentenced to six months in prison. During
the hearing before last it turned out that the prosecutor was requesting 10 months
imprisonment and this is what happened. The lawyer was able to convince the court to accept
4,000 shekels instead of four months in prison (a thousand shekels for each month). The
military court judges accepted this offer and I was also sentenced to 18 months suspended
sentence valid for four years, which is a very long time.

8.

The military court process went on for nearly five months. During this time I was able to see
my family in court where I could to speak to them. After I was sentenced, my parents visited
me in prison regularly. In prison I was allowed to study Arabic. I was released on 10 June
2014. I went home with my parents who were waiting for me outside prison.

Testimony 51
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

Y.O.S.
12
31 December 2013
Al Khadr, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 31 December 2013, a 12-year-old boy from Al Khadr village is arrested by
Israeli soldiers at noon and accused of throwing stones.
1.

Our house is located in the old part of Al Khadr, near the school, not too far from the Wall. On
31 December 2013, at around noon, my grandmother asked me to accompany her to my aunt’s
house.

2.

As soon as we left the house I saw four Israeli soldiers running after some young boys. The
soldiers stopped not too far from where we were and fired tear gas and stun grenades at people
about 200 meters away. Then a boy named Rabi walked by and the soldiers stopped and
arrested him. The commanding officer then told the soldiers to arrest me. My grandmother
told the soldiers I hadn’t done anything wrong but they ignored her. The soldiers then dragged
me towards a jeep that was waiting near the school.
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3.

I was made to stand by the jeep and then one of the soldiers pushed my head against the
vehicle. It was very painful. I think one of the soldiers was filming me with his mobile phone.
Then another soldier came and dragged me very aggressively and said things in Hebrew,
which I didn’t understand. He then gestured as if he was going to hit me, but he didn’t. I was
made to sit on the ground and about 10 minutes later my hands were tied to the front with one
plastic tie. I was then placed inside a jeep with Rabi.

4.

We were driven to a military base in Beit Jala. Just before entering the base the soldiers
blindfolded me. Once inside the base I was made to sit on the ground. While waiting I was
sprayed with a hose and somebody swore at us. Then they took us inside and opened all the
windows. The wind was very cold and we felt cold. We remained there for about an hour.
There were soldiers guarding us the whole time.

5.

After about an hour we were put back in a jeep, still tied and blindfolded. The jeep drove for
about 10 minutes and stopped. A soldier told us we were at Etzion. I think it was about 4:00
p.m. We were taken out of the jeep and made to sit on the ground again. We were then taken
inside and my blindfold was removed. Rabi was called for interrogation and I was left alone.

6.

Then a soldier came and asked me in Arabic: “who pays you money to throw stones?” I told
him I didn’t throw stones and no one pays me any money. I asked to use the bathroom and he
allowed me. I wasn’t given any food and the soldier who was in the room was eating and
making fun of me. At around 5:00 p.m. some Palestinian policemen came and I was released
into their custody. Rabi is still in jail.

Testimony 52
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

Q.K.A.
15
1 January 2014
Dura, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 1 January 2014, a 15-year-old boy from Dura, in the West Bank, is detained by
Israeli soldiers at 9.00 p.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was arrested from home at around 9.00 p.m. I was chatting with my brothers when suddenly
Israeli soldiers knocked on the door. My father wasn’t home, so my mother opened the door
and about 20 soldiers entered the house. They started to search the house. Then a soldier asked
my mother about me. My mother pointed to me and the Captain, who introduced himself as
Captain Yousef, the head of the intelligence office in the area, told my mother they were going
to arrest me. They did not tell us where they were going to take me or why. The Captain asked
my mother for my birth certificate. When they checked my details they took me outside the
house to where military jeeps were waiting.
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2.

Once outside the soldiers handcuffed my hands behind my back with metal handcuffs and
blindfolded me. They pushed me into the back of the jeep and made me sit on the metal floor.
There were soldiers in the jeep but they did not beat me. The jeep drove for about five minutes
before it arrived at a nearby Israeli military camp. The soldiers took me out of the jeep and
made me kneel on the ground. About 10 minutes later a soldier put me back into the jeep
where I remained for about an hour. I was in the jeep by myself, blindfolded and cuffed. Then
I was taken out of the jeep again and taken to an open area with other detainees. It was around
11.00 p.m. I remained there for about 10 minutes before I was given a medical examination.

3.

The doctor asked me if I suffered from any illnesses or allergies. He also took a DNA sample
from my mouth. During the examination the doctor removed the handcuffs and the blindfold.
Then a soldier took me outside and re-tied and blindfolded me. Then I was taken to a bus with
other detainees. Once on the bus my handcuffs were removed and I was tied with a single
plastic tie to the front. I was also blindfolded again.

4.

The bus drove for about 30 minutes before it stopped at Kiryat Arba settlement. I was put
inside a shipping container where a soldier removed the tie and the blindfold and took my
fingerprints. Then I was taken back to the bus. They did the same to the other detainees on the
bus. Then the bus drove for about another 30 minutes before it arrived at Etzion settlement and
I was taken to the police station. I was searched and taken to a cell where I stayed with other
prisoners my age. I was not given any food and I went to sleep.

5.

At around 4.00 p.m. the following day I was handcuffed and shackled and taken in a military
vehicle to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. The trip took about one hour. I was immediately taken
to the military court at Ofer. A lawyer was there who said he was representing me. The
hearing was adjourned till Monday, 6 January. I was then strip searched and given prison
clothes before being taken to Section 13.

6.

On Saturday, 4 January, at around 2.00 p.m., an interrogator came to the cell and took me out.
He shackled and handcuffed me and took me to an interrogation room. I was in the room with
the interrogator by myself. The interrogator made me sit on a chair in front of the table. He did
not tell me about my right to silent or my right to see a lawyer. He asked me for my father’s
number. Then he showed me a picture and claimed it was a picture of me throwing stones. The
picture wasn’t clear and I denied that it was a picture of me. The interrogator told me he was
going to record everything I told him and he turned the tape recorder on. He also had a camera
in the room. He repeated the accusation once again and told me I was accused of throwing
stones at soldiers in our village. I denied the accusation.

7.

Then he threatened that if I didn’t confess he was going to arrest my elder brother and put
back in prison. My brother spent time in prison in the past. He also threatened to put me in
prison for three years if I didn’t confess. I told him I had nothing to confess. The interrogation
lasted for about one-and-a-half hours. In the end he asked me to sign a document written in
Hebrew which he claimed was my statement but I refused to sign it. He then signed it himself
and sent me back to the prison.

8.

On Monday, 6 January 2014, I had another military court hearing. My mother and my brother
were in court and so was my lawyer. There was a discussion about my continued detention and
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my lawyer insisted on getting me released because of lack of evidence and because I did not
confess. This was exactly what happened. I was then released without charge and I went home
with my mother and brother. We arrived home at around 4:00 p.m.

Testimony 53
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

Y.A.M
16
1 January 2014
At Tabaqa, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 1 January 2014, a 16-year-old boy from the village of At Tabaqa is arrested by
Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones. He is released without charge nine days later.
1.

It was 2.00 p.m. and I was on the roof terrace of our house studying. All of a sudden I saw a
group of Israeli soldiers approaching the house. As they came closer they called me to come
down with my identity card, which I did. They then told me to get dressed properly and to
come back down. When I came back one of the soldiers told me I was under arrest and that
they were going to take me to prison. I was immediately tied to the back with one plastic tie
which wasn’t too tight and dragged to a waiting military vehicle.

2.

At the jeep my plastic tie was replaced with another tied to the front. I was also blindfolded
and pushed into the vehicle. At first I sat on a seat and then I was kicked and made to sit on the
metal floor.

3.

The jeep drove for a few minutes and stopped at a military watchtower. I was taken out of the
jeep and sat on a bucket for around 30 minutes. No one spoke to me. Then I was put back onto
the floor of the jeep which drove for about 10 minutes. I was taken out of the jeep and my
blindfold was removed. I was inside an Israeli military base. I was made to sit outside on the
ground for about 30 minutes until around 7.30 p.m. Then I was taken to see a doctor and given
a brief medical examination. After the medical examination I was taken for interrogation.

4.

The interrogator wore a military uniform and spoke broken Arabic. He removed my blindfold
but kept me tied. He did not inform me of my right to silence and did not tell me I had the
right to consult with a lawyer. He told me he wanted to get me released as long as I helped
him. He said he wanted the names of boys from my village who throw stones. I told him I
didn’t know any boys who throw stones. Shortly afterwards another interrogator came in. The
interrogators played 'good cop, bad cop’. The first interrogator was the bad cop and the second
one tried to give me the impression that he was the good guy. The first interrogator got angry
whenever I answered 'no’. He would bang the table and raise his voice and the other
interrogator would try to calm him down trying to convince me to tell the truth if I wanted to
get out of this uncomfortable situation. This lasted for about an hour. I was then blindfolded
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and taken out of the room. Soldiers made me sit on the ground for about 30 minutes before I
was taken back for a second interrogation.”
5.

During the second interrogation, the first interrogator tried to convince me to confess to
throwing stones. I refused and told him I was studying all day long. The interrogator turned his
computer on and showed me photographs of boys throwing stones during clashes. He wanted
me to tell him who these boys were. I told him I didn’t recognise any of them. The second
interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes and I denied the accusation the whole time. The
interrogator took me outside to the courtyard where one of the soldiers asked me to crouch for
about an hour. At around midnight I was taken back for a third interrogation. This time both
interrogators were in the room.

6.

During the third interrogation the interrogator repeated the same accusation and wanted the
names of boys who throw stones. I denied the accusation and told him I didn’t know any boys
who throw stones. At one point the first interrogator got angry and pushed me to the ground.
He held my face and sat on my chest. At this point the other interrogator, who was playing
good cop, pushed the interrogator off my chest and started to shout at him asking him to get
out of the room. The bad interrogator left the room and I was by myself with the second
interrogator. The second interrogator told me he wanted to help me get released in return for
some names and that this was in my best interest. I told him I didn’t know any names. The
interrogator wrote what I told him but didn’t ask me to sign on the statement.

7.

At the end of the third interrogation I was put on a bus where I was blindfolded. There were
other detainees on the bus. The bus drove for about 30 minutes before it stopped. I was taken
off the bus. My blindfold and hand tie were removed and I was photographed and
fingerprinted. They did the same to the other detainees on the bus. I was taken back on the bus
and the bus drove for another 30 minutes before it stopped at the police station in Etzion
settlement.

8.

On arrival at Etzion I was searched and immediately taken to a prison cell. In the afternoon I
was taken to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. I was shackled and handcuffed. The vehicle drove
for about an hour before it arrived at Ofer where I was immediately taken to the waiting room
at Ofer military court. I waited for several hours and I was never taken into the military court
room. I was then taken for a security check where I was strip searched. I was given prison
clothes and taken to Section 13.

9.

On Sunday, 5 January, I was taken for a fourth interrogation, this time with the Shin Bet
intelligence service. I was shackled and handcuffed and taken to the interrogation room where
I was with the interrogator by myself. The interrogator asked me the same questions as the
other two interrogators. The interrogator was friendly and told me he was going to ask me
some questions and that I had the right not answer his questions. He did not tell me I had the
right to consult with a lawyer but he asked me for my father’s telephone number. I don’t know
whether he called him or not. The interrogation lasted for about an hour and I told the
interrogator I didn’t throw stones and I didn’t know anyone who did. The interrogator wrote
down what I told him but did not ask me to sign anything. He then took me back to the prison
cell.
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10.

On Tuesday, 7 January, I was taken back to the military court. My parents were there and a
lawyer. I was allowed to speak to my parents across the court room. I wasn’t presented with a
charge sheet and the hearing was adjourned. I had three other military court hearings, each
time the discussion was centered on the fact that I did not confess during interrogation. In the
end the military court released me for lack of evidence. I was released at around 4.00 p.m. on
Thursday, 9 January. My parents were waiting for me outside court and we arrived home at
around 9.00 p.m.

Testimony 54
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.M.M.
14
1 January 2014
At Tabaqa, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 1 January 2014, a 14-year-old from the village of At Tabaqa, is arrested by
Israeli soldiers at 9.00 p.m. and accused of throwing stones. He is released nine hours later
without charge.
1.

I was arrested from home at around 9.00 p.m. I was still awake when Israeli soldiers knocked
at the door and my father answered. About 10 soldiers entered the house. One of the soldiers
introduced himself as Captain Yousef. He told us he was in charge of our area. Captain Yousef
asked my father for Ali and my father pointed to me. Captain Yousef then told me father they
had come to arrest me. He did not tell my father why they were arresting me or where they
were taking me and he did not give us any written documents. Captain Yousef asked me to get
dressed.

2.

After I got dressed the soldiers took me outside the house where they tied my hands to the
front with one plastic tie which wasn’t too tight. They made me wait until they arrested
another person from the village. They walked me for about 500 meters to the entrance of the
village where military jeeps were waiting. Soldiers pushed me on the way and made me step
into water puddles. I was then put in a bus and blindfolded.

3.

The bus drove for about five minutes and stopped at an Israeli military base near my village.
One of the soldiers removed my blindfold and showed me some photographs on his mobile
phone of boys throwing stones. The soldier wanted me to tell him the names of the boys. I told
him I didn’t know the boys in the photos. Soldiers then took me off the bus and made me sit
on the ground in an outdoor area for about three hours. It was a very cold night.

4.

After about three hours I was taken to an interrogation room where an interrogator wearing a
military uniform was sitting. He did not inform me of my right to silence and that I had the
right to consult with a lawyer. He asked me for my name and age and then asked me if I knew
the names of boys who throw stones at soldiers. I told him I didn’t know any names. Then he
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told me he had information that I was throwing stones. I told him this wasn’t true at all. My
hands were tied during the interrogation. The interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes. The
interrogator slapped me lightly to try to scare me and make me confess. He was also writing
but did not show me the document.
5.

After the interrogation I was then taken to see a doctor. The doctor asked me if I suffered from
any illnesses or allergies. I was then taken to the bus where I was asked to sit on the seat and a
soldier blindfolded me.

6.

The bus drove for about 30 minutes to the settlement of Kiryat Arba. I was taken into a room
where an Israeli policeman was sitting. The policeman asked me some personal questions
photographed and fingerprinted me and took me to another room where I sat on a bench with a
soldier was guarding me. At around 5.00 a.m. a policeman came to tell me I was going to be
released. He also told me they had contacted the Palestinian police at the District Coordination
Office (DCO) and asked them to come and pick me up.

7.

The policeman removed the plastic tie and walked me to the front gate of the settlement where
the Palestinian police were waiting for me. I was taken to the Palestinian police station in
Hebron. On the way they called my father and asked him to come and pick me up. My father
came to the police station at 6.00 a.m. and took me home.

Testimony 55
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

H.Y.H.
14
1 January 2014
At Taqba, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 1 January 2014, a 14-year-old boy from At Taqba, in the West Bank, is arrested
by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones.
1.

It was 8.30 p.m. and I was at home when Israeli soldiers came to the house. The soldiers had
entered the village and were conducting a search following clashes and the burning of a
military jeep. Soldiers banged at the door aggressively and my father answered. About 10
soldiers entered and they started to speak to my father in Hebrew. My father explained to me
that they had come to arrest me. My father gave them my birth certificate and they showed
him some photographs of boys during clashes with soldiers.

2.

Among the photographs was one of me standing among the boys. The photograph didn’t show
me throwing stones. A soldier asked me if the boy in the photograph was me and whether I did
throw stones. I told him I didn’t throw stones and I didn’t know any of the boys who were
throwing stones. Soldiers allowed me to put on clothes and shoes and took me outside.
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3.

Once outside I was led about 50 meters before they stopped to blindfold me. They also tied my
hands to the front with three plastic ties; one on each wrist and one connecting the two. I was
then pushed into the back of a jeep and made me sit on the metal floor. The soldiers who were
in the jeep put their boots on my back. The jeep drove for about 10 minutes before it stopped. I
was able to see through the blindfold that we were at the military camp near our village.

4.

The soldiers immediately made me crouch in the cold in an outdoor area. I stayed there in a
crouching position for about an hour. I was tied and blindfolded. After about one hour I was
taken to see a doctor who took my pulse and asked me if I had any illnesses or allergies. The
doctor removed the blindfold during the examination and put it back on when he was done.
Then he took me outside to where I was before. I remained there for another hour.

5.

After about an hour a soldier, who spoke good Arabic, removed the blindfold. He asked me for
my name and took a picture of me. Then I was taken inside and sat on the floor in a corridor. I
remained there until around midnight. I wasn’t given any food or drink but I was allowed to
use the bathroom. Then I was put on a bus with other detainees.

6.

Inside the bus the soldiers were swearing at us but they did not beat us. The bus drove for
about 30 minutes before it stopped somewhere. A policeman took me aside with two other
boys. The policeman told me we were in the police station inside Kiryat Arba settlement. He
made me sit on a bench for about two hours. Then he came back and removed the ties and told
me I was going to be released. He told me he was waiting for the Palestinian police to pick me
up.

7.

At around 5.00 a.m. the Palestinian police arrived and they took me to the Palestinian police
station in Hebron. They called my father who came and took me home at around 6.00 a.m.

Testimony 56
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.A.A.
15
6 January 2014
Al Fawwar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary:
On 6 January 2014, a 15-year-old boy from the Al-Fawwar refugee camp, near
Hebron in the West Bank, is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2.30 a.m. and accused of throwing
stones.
1.

I was asleep at home at 2.30 a.m. when my father woke me up and told me Israeli soldiers had
come to our house. I went to the living room and saw more than 10 soldiers, fully armed,
inside the house.
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2.

One of the soldiers asked my father about his children and their ages and then the commander
asked him about his son Muhammad. My father pointed at me. The soldier told me to put my
shoes on. My father asked him why and he told him they were going to arrest me. My father
asked him why I was under arrest but the commander didn’t give him an answer. He told him
they were going to take me to the police station in Kiryat Arba for interrogation. My father
told them they couldn’t arrest me because I was sick. I had recently had an operation. The
commander then took a photo of me on his mobile phone and sent it I don’t know to whom.
Then the commander went out and came back again and told us that I had to go with them
otherwise we would have lots of problems.

3.

The commander asked my father to sign a piece of paper with details about my arrest. When
my father refused to sign it the commander signed it himself and gave a copy to my father.
Then the soldiers took me out and walked me towards the Israeli military watchtower on
Route 60.

4.

When we got there one of the soldiers tied my hands to the front with three plastic ties: one on
each wrist and one connecting the two. The ties were not painful. They also blindfolded me. I
was kept out in the cold for about half-an-hour. Then I felt that many military vehicles arrived
at the scene. Two soldiers put me in a troop carrier and made me sit on the metal seat in the
back. There were soldiers in the back with me and I felt there was another detainee.

5.

The vehicle drove for about two hours. I think they were conducting more arrests. I fell asleep
on the way and I remember hearing the dawn call to prayer. Then the vehicle stopped and the
soldiers got me out. I was still tied and blindfolded. I asked where I was and a soldier told me
we were in Kiryat Arba settlement.

6.

They took me straight away to a room with an interrogator who spoke good Arabic. He didn’t
tell me about my right to silence. Instead, he told me if I wanted to go home I had to confess.
The interrogator started by telling me he was like a father to me and that I shouldn’t be afraid.
He told me to pour my heart out to him without fear. He told me I was accused of throwing
stones and a Molotov cocktail on Route 60 near the camp. I told him I didn’t throw stones at
all. Then he asked me for a telephone number of one of my family members. I gave him my
uncle’s number. He called my uncle and I heard him tell him I was arrested and accused of
throwing stones and that he needed to appoint me a lawyer. Then he continued the
interrogation and he placed a tape recorder on the table and recorded what I was telling him.

7.

The interrogation lasted for more than one-and-a-half hours. The whole time the interrogator
wanted me to confess to throwing stones but I didn’t confess. He also asked me if I knew
names of boys who throw stones. I told him I didn’t. Then he started to name some boys from
the camp and wanted me to say they threw stones. I told him I didn’t recognise the names he
mentioned. During the interrogation he asked me if I wanted anything. I told him I wanted
some water. He brought me some tea and removed my hand-tie so I could drink. In the end he
printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I asked him what was written in it
and he told me it was not my business and that I needed to sign it. I refused to sign. Then he
took my photo and my fingerprints.

88
8.

Next some soldiers tied my hands again to the front with three plastic ties. They also
blindfolded me and put me in a jeep. They made me sit on the floor in the back of the jeep. It
was around 9:00 a.m. and the jeep drove for about an hour. When the jeep stopped I asked one
of the soldiers to tell me where we were. He told me we were at Etzion.

9.

I was taken for a medical examination and the doctor asked me if I suffered from any illnesses.
I told the doctor about the operation I had and showed him the scar. During the examination he
cut off the middle hand tie and removed the blindfold and put them back on after the
examination. The ties were not painful. Then I was taken for a security check where I was
asked to take off my clothes but to keep my underwear on. After the examination I was taken
to a prison cell where I was with another detainee my age. I spent that night in Etzion.

10.

The next morning a soldier called my name and told me they were going to transfer me to
another prison. They tied my hands with three plastic ties like before and blindfolded me and
put me on a seat in the back of a jeep which drove for about an hour. The jeep arrived at Ofer
prison at around 10.00 a.m. The soldiers didn’t say anything on the way but they told me we
were at Ofer when we got there. I was given prison clothes and taken to Section 13 where I
stayed with other boys my age.

11.

I stayed there for about 2 or 3 hours before a soldier came and told me they were going to
release me. I didn’t appear in front of a judge and didn’t see a lawyer. My mother later told me
that a lawyer went to court on my behalf and secured my release without me being there. I
went home that day with my uncle who was waiting for me outside the prison. I arrived home
in the afternoon on Tuesday, 7 January 2014.

Testimony 57
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.R.Q.
15
8 January 2014
Azzun, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 8 January 2014, a 15-year-old boy from Azzun is arrested by Israeli soldiers at
night and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was asleep when I woke up to the sound of banging at the front door. My father came to my
bedroom and told me Israeli soldiers were outside. I got up immediately and went to the living
room.

2.

About 15 soldiers entered the house and a larger number were outside. One of the soldiers
asked for my name. When I told him he told me to go and put my shoes on. He also asked my
father for my birth certificate and told him they were going to arrest me. They didn’t tell us
why they were arresting me but the Commander gave my father a piece of paper with
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telephone numbers on it, including the number of an interrogator in Ariel settlement and told
my father to call this interrogator if he wanted information about me. My father later told me
that when he called no one answered the telephone.
3.

I was taken outside the house where they tied my hands to the front with one plastic tie which
wasn’t painful. Then they walked me for about 1.5 kilometers towards the settlement of Qarne
Shomron. They did not beat me or ask me any questions on the way. A troop carrier was
waiting at the gate to the settlement. They blindfolded me and took me inside the troop carrier.
When the vehicle started to move they made me sit on a seat. The carrier drove for about 30
minutes and then I was taken for a medical examination.

4.

The doctor removed the tie and the blindfold and gave me a questionnaire to fill out and asked
me if I suffered from any illnesses. He also took my blood pressure. I told the doctor I had
a fever but he didn’t take my temperature or give me any medicine. Then he tied my hands
again to the front, blindfolded me and took me outside to a courtyard where I sat on the ground
outside the doctor’s room.

5.

I heard a soldier mention that we were in Ariel settlement. I remained in the courtyard until the
early hours of the morning. It was a cold night. Then I was taken to the interrogator’s room at
the police station in Ariel. My father later told me that the interrogator called him in the
morning and told him he could attend the interrogation and that he had to make it to the police
station in 30 minutes. It was a very short notice for my father and he couldn’t make it.

6.

It was around 10.00 a.m. when I was taken into the interrogation room. The interrogator was
wearing civilian clothes and was sitting with another person. I think the other person was also
an interrogator but he was sitting there as an observer and didn’t say much. At one point I felt
the two of them were playing good cop bad cop. During the interrogation they removed the
hand tie and the blindfold. There was a camera and a tape recorder in the room and the
interrogator spoke very good Arabic. The interrogator asked me if I knew why I was there and
I told him I didn’t. He told me I was there because of an allegation that I threw stones at
settlers and soldiers on the main road. I told the interrogator I didn’t throw stones and denied
the allegation.

7.

Ten minutes into the interrogation the interrogator asked me if I had a lawyer. I told him I
didn’t. Then he called a lawyer and asked me to speak to him. The lawyer spoke to me in
Arabic and asked me for my name and what I was accused of. He also asked me whether I had
confessed. I told him I hadn’t. He told me not to confess. He asked me for my father’s number
and I gave it to him.

8.

After I spoke to the lawyer the interrogator insisted that I did throw stones and that I had to
confess, otherwise he was going to take me to another interrogation where there would be
beatings and other problems. Then the interrogator claimed that there were photos showing me
throwing stones. When I asked him to show me the photos he got very angry. The
interrogation lasted for an hour. At the end the interrogator showed me a document written in
Arabic and asked me to sign it. I told him I wanted to read it before signing it. The interrogator
told me his hand writing was bad but I insisted on reading it. When I read it I saw that it was
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my statement accurately written and that it specifically said that I denied having thrown
stones. I signed the document.
9.

Then they took my fingerprints and my photo and took me back to the courtyard where they
hand tied me to the front with one plastic tie and blindfolded me. I remained there for about an
hour before they put me on a jeep. The jeep drove for about 30 minutes before it arrived at
Huwwara military camp. They took me to a prison cell where I stayed with other young boys
and only then did they give me some food and water.

10.

I remained in Huwwara until Thursday afternoon (9 January) when prison police came and
told me they were going to take me to Meggido prison inside Israel. I stayed in Meggido until
Friday (10 January) when at around 1.00 p.m. a policeman came and told me they decided to
release me. My parents were not informed so they were not there to take me home. I was
released at Salem checkpoint where I took a taxi home. I never appeared in court and never
met with a lawyer other than the brief phone call during the interrogation. I was very happy to
be home.

Testimony 58
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

I.T.
16
11 January 2014
Beit Fajjar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 11 January 2014, a 16-year-old boy from Beit Fajjar, in the West Bank, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones. He is released on bail six days
later.
1.

I was walking near the entrance to my village with my friend at about 3.00 pm, on 11 January
2014, when we saw some young men throwing stones. My friend and I stopped to see what
was going on when all of a sudden we saw Israeli soldiers chasing the stone throwers. My
friend and I got scared and decided to run away. We ran towards the village and the soldiers
followed us. Then an Israeli military jeep drove in our direction. Although we ran as fast as we
could the jeep caught up with us.

2.

The soldiers got out of the jeep and one of them fired rubber bullets at us and I was hit in the
leg. I couldn’t continue running and the soldiers caught me. One of the soldiers immediately
hit me with his gun causing my head to bleed. I was in severe pain. Another soldier tied my
hands behind my back with three plastic ties and blindfolded me. I was then pushed into the
back of the jeep. Two soldiers sat with me and the jeep drove away.

3.

The jeep drove for about five minutes before it stopped and I was let out. I was able to see
through the blindfold that we were in a big courtyard with lots of soldiers and military jeeps.

91
The soldiers made me sit on the ground for about 15 minutes before one of them held my hand
and took me to see a doctor. They removed my blindfold but kept my hands tied. The doctor
wiped the blood off my head and asked me if I suffered from any illness. He wanted to know
if I had any allergies. I told him I didn’t suffer from any illnesses or allergies but told him that
the soldiers hit me. He told me there was no problem and that I was ok.
4.

While I was being examined by the doctor I heard a soldier say we were in Etzion settlement.
A soldier then took me to a prison cell and at around 6.00 p.m. they brought me some food. I
was in a small room by myself. One of the soldiers removed the hand ties so that I could eat. I
slept there for one night and on the following morning, 12 January, I was taken out to a big
courtyard where a soldier handcuffed me and shackled my legs.

5.

Later, I was then put in a GMC van which drove for about one-and-a-half hours. I wasn’t
blindfolded. The vehicle arrived at a place which I later found out from the soldiers was Ofer
prison. I was immediately taken for interrogation. The soldiers removed the shackles but kept
the handcuffs on.

6.

An interrogator in civilian clothes was sitting in the room. A soldier sat me on a chair and I
remained in the room with the interrogator by myself. The interrogator spoke Arabic but it was
clear to me that Arabic wasn’t his native language. The interrogator had a tape recorder in
front of him. He started by telling me I was accused of throwing stones and setting tires on
fire. I denied the accusations. He didn’t inform me of my right to silence and didn’t tell me I
had the right to consult with a lawyer. He also didn’t allow me to speak to my parents. I was
not beaten or threatened. I denied all the accusations and told the interrogator that the soldiers
beat me. He didn’t pay attention to what I told him and didn’t seem to be bothered by it. He
only had one thing on his mind: that I confess to throwing stones. I continued to deny the
accusation. The interrogation lasted for about one hour. Then the interrogator printed out a
statement in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. He told me the statement said exactly what I had
told him so in the end I signed it, even though I don’t understand Hebrew.

7.

After the interrogation I was led to another room where my fingerprints and a photo of me
were taken. Then I was taken to a shipping container where I remained for about an hour.
Then a soldier came in and searched me he gave me prison clothes.

8.

On the third day following my arrest a prison guard came and told me he was going to take me
to Ofer military court. I was in court at around 9.00 a.m. My parents didn’t show up because
they were not informed that I had a hearing. A lawyer was there to represent me. I made it
clear to the lawyer that I didn’t confess to anything and that the soldiers beat me. The lawyer
told me the hearing was adjourned for three days and that he was going to try to release me on
bail. I was then taken back to Ofer prison.

9.

Three days later, on the sixth day following my arrest, a policeman came to tell me I had
another court hearing. It was around 9.00 a.m. I waited outside the court until around 1.00 p.m.
Then the soldiers took me to the courtroom where I saw my mother. The soldiers allowed me
to speak to my mother. At the end of the court hearing the judge decided to release me on bail.
My family had to pay 500 shekels. Then I was taken back to Ofer prison.
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10.

At around 6.00 p.m. a soldier came and told me he was going to release me. I was released at
around 7.00 p.m. and my mother was waiting for me outside the prison. We took a taxi and
arrived home at around 9.00 p.m. I don’t know if I need to show up at the military court again
or not. Nobody told me anything.

Testimony 59
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

O.M.J.
17
15 January 2014
Turmusayya, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 15 January 2014, a 17-year-old from the village of Turmasayya, is arrested by
Israeli soldiers at 9.00 p.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was arrested on the main road at around 9.30 p.m. There were clashes and stone throwing
incidents with Israeli soldiers near the entrance to our village. Suddenly a group of soldiers
started to chase me. I tried to run away but they caught me. My hands were immediately tied
with three plastic ties to the front: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. The ties were
not painful. They also blindfolded me and made me sit on the ground for a short while until a
jeep arrived. I was then put in the back of the jeep and made to sit on the metal floor.

2.

The jeep drove for about five minutes before stopping at an Israeli military base near my
village. I was taken to a room where I waited for about one hour. I sat on a bench and was
guarded by a soldier. I was then taken to see a doctor who examined me and gave me a
medical questionnaire to answer. I was then taken back to the jeep. There were soldiers in the
back of the jeep who made fun of me and verbally abused me. One of them slapped me lightly
on the face.

3.

The jeep drove for about 30 minutes before arriving at the settlement of Binyamin. I was taken
inside the police station and put in a room guarded by soldiers. They were the same soldiers
who arrested me. I was able to see them from under my blindfold. I remained there until
around 2.30 a.m. at which point an interrogator in police uniform came and removed the
blindfold and took me to the interrogation room.

4.

The interrogator sat me down on a chair and immediately started to question me. He did not
inform me of my right to silence or of my right to see a lawyer or anything of this sort. He
asked me for my mother’s telephone number. He called my mother and told her I was at
Binyamin police station and that I was being interrogated on allegations of throwing stones.

5.

The interrogator then accused me of throwing stones at the main road. He claimed I threw
stones at a car and at a settlers’ bus. He also claimed I threw stones at soldiers. I told him this
was not true. He told me there were soldiers who saw me. I told him this couldn’t be true. At
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this point he brought in the soldiers and one of them said he saw me throwing stones and
accused me of lying. The interrogator threatened me and said if I didn’t confess he was going
to beat me. But he never did.
6.

The interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes. At one point the interrogator brought in one of
the boys who was arrested at the same time as me but he didn’t say we were throwing stones.
In the end the interrogator printed out a document written in Hebrew and told me it was what I
had told him. He asked me to sign it and I did. I was then taken to be photographed and
fingerprinted.

7.

So far I hadn’t been given anything to eat but I was allowed to use the bathroom. I was taken
back to the waiting room where I remained until 5.00 a.m. A soldier then shackled and hand
cuffed me and put me in a troop carrier. The vehicle drove for about 30 minutes before
arriving at Ofer prison, near Ramallah. I was strip searched and taken into Section 13.

8.

The day after my arrest I was taken to Ofer military court. My lawyer and my mother were
present. The guards allowed me to speak to my mother across the courtroom. The hearing was
adjourned. I had six additional military court hearings. My lawyer was trying to get me a
reduced sentence as I was arrested once before and was served with a four-month suspended
sentence. In the end my lawyer negotiated a plea bargain of three months for throwing stones
in addition to serving the suspended sentence of four months. I was also fined 2,000 shekels
and given an additional suspended sentence of 15 months valid for four years.

9.

I served my entire sentence of nearly seven months in Ofer prison, in the West Bank. During
my time in prison I studied Arabic, mathematics and other subjects. I was released on 22 July
2014.

Testimony 60
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.A.J.
16
19 January 2014
Al Fawwar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 19 January 2014, a 16-year-old boy from Al Fawwar is arrested by Israeli
soldiers at 3.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

My father woke me up and told me Israeli soldiers were in our house and they had come to
arrest me. It was 3.00 a.m. I got up and went to the living room where the soldiers were. An
Israeli intelligence officer was with the soldiers. We were not given any details about why I
was being arrested or where I was to be taken. The soldiers allowed me to get dressed and one
of them took me out of the house.
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2.

I was first taken to the Israeli military watchtower near our house. On the way, the soldiers
tied my hands to the front with three plastic ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the
two. The ties were painful. When we arrived at the watchtower I was put in the back of a jeep
and made me sit on a seat. I remained inside the stationary jeep for about two hours.

3.

The jeep drove for about 15 minutes and stopped at the nearby settlement of Atniel. I was
taken to see a doctor who asked me if I suffered from any illnesses. Then I was put back in the
jeep and taken to the Israeli police station in Kiryat Arba settlement. On arrival I was
immediately taken for interrogation.

4.

The interrogator removed the ties and sat me down on a chair and immediately started to
question me. He did not inform me of my right to silence or of my right to see a lawyer. The
interrogator wore an Israeli police uniform. He told me I was accused of throwing stones at
soldiers and settlers on more than one occasion and that the stones I threw hit one of the
soldiers. I told him this was not true. The interrogation was in stages. The first stage lasted for
about one-and-a-half hours.

5.

The interrogator then took me outside the room where I stayed for about 15 minutes while a
soldier guarded me. The interrogator called me back into the interrogation room and accused
me of the same accusations. He told me that someone had provided evidence that I had thrown
stones at soldiers. I continued to deny the accusation and the policeman got angry and started
to swear at me. He called me son of a whore and told me he was going to hurt my sisters. In
the end I confessed. After I confessed the interrogator printed out my statement and asked me
to sign it and I did.

6.

After the interrogation I was photographed and fingerprinted and put in a shipping container
where I sat on a bench. I remained there until around 10.00 a.m. I was then handcuffed and put
in a troop carrier which drove for about 30 minutes to the settlement of Etzion. On arrival at
Etzion I was strip searched and taken to a cell where I stayed by myself. The handcuffs were
removed. There was a bed and a bathroom in the cell and soldiers brought me food. I remained
in the room until around 10.00 p.m.

7.

At 10.00 p.m. I was then handcuffed again and taken to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. We
arrived at Ofer at around 11.00 p.m. and I was strip searched again. I was then given a prison
uniform and taken to Section 13 where prisoners under 18 are held.

8.

On 23 January 2014, I had a hearing in Ofer military court. My parents did not attend and
there was no lawyer. The hearing was adjourned until 15 February. This time my parents
attended and a lawyer was there. The hearing was adjourned once again. I had seven other
hearings in the military court and my lawyer was changed.

9.

The prosecutor requested a one-and-a-half year prison sentence but my lawyer agreed on a
plea bargain where I was sentenced to 11 months in prison in addition to a suspended sentence
of one year valid for five years. I was also fined 2,000 shekels. I served my sentence in Ofer
prison. I only had two family visits. In prison I studied Arabic and English. I was released
from Ofer on 27 November 2014 and I went home with my parents.
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Testimony 61
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.Z.J.
15
1 February 2014
Al ‘Arrub refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 1 February 2014, a 15-year-old boy from Al 'Arrub, in the West Bank, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones. He is released 12 hours
later without charge.
1.

It was 2.00 am and I was sleeping at home when my mother woke me up to tell me Israeli
soldiers were in the house. I got up and went to the living room where I saw about 20 soldiers.
Most of them were wearing masks on their faces. One of the soldiers asked me for my name
and told me to get dressed because I was under arrest. I quickly went to get dressed and
wanted to put my jacket on but the soldier did not allow me and told me to get out quickly.

2.

Before they took me out of the house I saw that one of the soldiers gave my father a document,
which I understood had details about my arrest, the reason for the arrest and the place where I
was going to be interrogated. The soldier asked my father to sign it but my father refused.
Still, the soldier gave my father a copy of this document. I said goodbye to my family and the
soldiers dragged me forcefully out of the house. I was wearing a hat and one of the soldiers
pulled it down to cover my eyes.

3.

The soldiers walked me through the alleyways of the camp while one of them kept my head
down. We got to Route 60 and the soldiers pushed me into a jeep and made me sit on the floor
on top of boxes, which I think had ammunition in them. There was one other detainee with
me. The jeep drove away and the soldiers kicked and slapped us.

4.

About five minutes later the jeep stopped somewhere and a doctor asked me some questions
about my health. He gave me a questionnaire with some medical questions for me to answer.
A commander was standing nearby whom I felt was in charge of the other soldiers. I
complained to him and told him that soldiers were kicking and slapping us. The commander
talked to the soldiers and I think he told them not to beat us. We were put back in the jeep,
which drove away to Etzion police station.

5.

At Etzion the soldiers asked me to wait outside a small room. I asked to use the bathroom and
a soldier allowed me to. Then a soldier tied my hands to the front with three plastic ties, which
were very painful. He put one around each wrist and a third one connecting the two. Then I
was taken to a courtyard where I waited in the cold for about 30 minutes. I felt very cold. Then
soldiers took me and the other detainee somewhere else and on the way they kicked and
slapped us. In the end we arrived at a small room, which looked like it was a small kitchen
with no windows. Two soldiers were standing outside guarding us. There were three of us in
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this small room where we stayed for about 5 hours. The soldiers told us not to speak and to
keep our heads down. When we did speak the soldiers slapped and kicked us.
6.

At around 8.00 a.m. an interrogator who was wearing civilian clothes came and called my
name and took me to the interrogation room. In the interrogation room my hands were still tied
and I was in the room with him by myself. He told me I was accused of throwing stones at
soldiers. I denied the accusation. The interrogator told me I was a good young man and that I
should tell the truth. He had a baton on the table in front of him and he kept playing in a
threatening manner. The interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes and the whole time the
interrogator insisted that I threw stones and Molotov cocktails. I denied the accusations. Then
the interrogator sent me back to the small room where I waited for about an hour. Then
another interrogator came and took me to another interrogation room. Again I was by myself
with the interrogator and my hands were still tied.

7.

The second interrogator asked me what I had done and I told him I hadn’t done anything
wrong. He told me he didn’t like lying and that we were like friends. He also told me that he
would release me if I confessed. I told him I didn’t do anything wrong and therefore there was
nothing for me to confess. Then he told me that he is legally obligated to allow me to contact a
lawyer. Then he called a lawyer from the camp who told me not to be afraid and that
everything was going to be all right. He also told me not to confess to anything and to behave
myself. Then I think the lawyer told the interrogator that my father was waiting outside so the
interrogator asked me if I wanted to see my father. I told him yes.

8.

The interrogator took me outside to the front gate where my father was waiting. He allowed
me to speak to my father. Then the interrogator allowed my father to enter and took him to the
interrogation room with me. He told my father to discipline me and not to allow me to commit
illegal acts. He also told him that if he had a son who threw stones he would not allow it. Then
he claimed to have photographs of me throwing stones. I challenged him and asked him to
show me the photographs but he didn’t. Instead he showed me photographs of other people
throwing stones and I told him I didn’t know the people. Then he claimed that a soldier had
seen me throwing stones. Again I challenged him and told him to bring the soldier so that I can
confront him. He told me he was going to bring him later, not now. Then he ordered my father
out of the room and continued to interrogate me.

9.

He brought a tape recorder and started to record what I was telling him. Again he accused me
of throwing stones and Molotov Cocktails but I denied it. Then he started to mention names of
people whom he claimed were throwing stones at the watchtower. I told him I didn’t know
them. At the end of the interrogation he turned the computer screen to face me and showed me
my testimony in both Hebrew and Arabic. The statement had my words and also the manner in
which I was arrested. He asked me to sign it but I refused.

10.

Then he took me for my fingerprints and my photograph to be taken. My father accompanied
us. He also took a sample for a DNA test. Then I was taken back to the small room and my
father was taken to another room. At around 1.30p.m. the interrogator came with my father
and told me I was going to be released at around 2.00p.m. I was released without any further
legal proceedings. My family didn’t have to pay any fines. During the time of my arrest I
wasn’t given any food.
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Testimony 62
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.A.
16
1 February 2014
Al ‘Arrub refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 1 February 2014, a 16-year-old youth from the Al ‘Arrub refugee camp is
arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2.00 a.m.
1.

On the night of my arrest on 1 February 2014, I was asleep at home. I woke up at 2:00 am
when I heard the sound of Israeli soldiers in the neighbourhood. I also heard the sound of an
explosion when the soldiers broke the front door to get in. I got up and went into the living
room where I found about 20 soldiers in the house. The soldiers wore masks on their faces
except one of them who was the intelligence officer. I heard him introduce himself to my
father as the intelligence officer. While trying to break into the house the soldiers broke the
internal door and my brother got very angry. He started to shout at the soldiers and told them
he was about to open the door for them but they didn’t wait. One of the soldiers punched my
brother with his fist on the chest. The intelligence officer took control of the situation and
calmed everyone down.

2.

The soldiers then thoroughly searched the house. It took them about two hours. When they
were done, the intelligence officer asked to see the identity cards of all the men in the house;
myself, my three brothers and my father. Then asked me to step aside. He told my father they
were going to arrest me because I am accused of throwing stones. He gave my father a paper
with details about the arrest and the place where I was going to be interrogated and asked him
to sign it.

3.

The officer told me to get dressed. I got dressed and the soldiers immediately grabbed me and
took me outside the house. I saw lots of soldiers outside. Then they tied my hands to the back
with three plastic ties. The ties were very painful and I complained to the soldier but he didn’t
do anything. They also blindfolded me. The soldiers walked me through the alleyways in the
camp and kicked and slapped me on the way. I could see from under the blindfold that the
soldiers took me to route 60 at the entrance to the camp. There were military vehicles waiting
at the entrance.

4.

The soldiers pushed me onto a jeep and bumped me into the metal seat. I felt sever pain in my
chest where the seat hit. The soldiers made me sit on the metal floor of the vehicle and one of
the soldiers kicked me with his helmet on my head. It wasn’t very painful.

5.

The jeep drove for about five minutes before it stopped and the soldiers took me out of the
jeep. I realized I was taken to Etzion settlement where all the detainees from our camp are
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usually held. One of the soldiers cut off the plastic ties and tied my hands to the front with
three plastic ties.
6.

They made me sit out in a courtyard. It was very cold. I sat on the ground for about half an
hour then the soldiers took me inside, to a cell which didn’t have any windows. Two other
people were there. I later found out they were from the same camp. The soldiers told us to
keep our heads down and didn’t allow us to talk to each other. When we did talk, a soldier hit
us. I arrived at Etzion at around 4.30 a.m. and at around 6.00 a.m. the interrogator arrived and
started to interrogate the other two people who were with me. I was taken for a medical
checkup where a doctor asked me if I had any illnesses.

7.

At around 10.00 a.m. it was my turn to be interrogated. The interrogator took me to the
interrogation room and removed the blindfold but kept my hands tied. I was in the room with
the interrogator by myself. The interrogator was in civilian clothes and spoke very good
Arabic. He didn’t tell me about my right to silence and didn’t ask me if I wanted to speak to a
lawyer or to my parents.

8.

He started by asking me why I throw Molotov cocktails at soldiers. I told him I didn’t throw
anything at soldiers. By first accusing me of throwing a Molotov cocktail, I felt he was trying
to trick me to confess to something less serious. I didn’t confess. Then he asked me why I
throw metal objects at an army post. Again, I told him I didn’t throw anything at soldiers. The
interrogation lasted for about one-and-a-half hours. During the interrogation, the interrogator
pushed me violently against the wall. He also locked me up in the bathroom for about 15
minutes. He had a big stick and a metal tool and a chain at the table in front of him. He hit me
with the metal chain on my legs but didn’t really hurt me. He held the metal tool and told me
he was going to cut my fingers off if I didn’t confess.

9.

Then he took me to another room to see another interrogator. The second interrogator asked
me the same questions; whether I threw Molotov cocktails or stones at soldiers but again I
denied all the accusations. The second interrogator did not beat me but he was angry and
shouted at me a lot. He tried to scare me with his loud voice. The second interrogation lasted
for about half-an-hour. Then a third interrogator walked in and took me to another room.
Again, the third interrogator asked me the same questions. He had a tape recorder in front of
him which he turned on. He also told me I had the right to consult with a lawyer and called a
lawyer for me. The lawyer asked me some details about the kinds of questions they were
asking me. I told him and asked him to inform my parents that I was being held at Etzion. The
interrogator didn’t ask me for my parents’ number and didn’t allow me to speak to them.

10.

When he was finished, he showed me a document written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it
but I refused to sign it because I couldn’t understand what was written in it. Then my
fingerprints were taken and a sample for my saliva for a DNA test. They also took a
photograph of me.

11.

Then the interrogator took me to a prison cell where a soldier slapped me on the face. At
around 1.00 p.m. another soldier came and told me they were going to release me. He walked
me to the entrance of the settlement where my brother was waiting and I was released. I went
home with my brother.
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12.

I think they arrested me because they wanted to gather some information about recent events
in the camp. Or maybe someone gave information about me that I was active and the soldiers
wanted to interrogate me based on that information. In any case I was released without any
legal action.

Testimony 63
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.D.B.
16
2 February 2014
Al ‘Arrub refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 2 February 2014, a 16-year-old boy from Al 'Arrub, in the West Bank, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers at 1.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones and a Molotov cocktail.
He is released 13 hours later without charge.
1.

I was asleep when I woke up and heard loud banging at the front door. It was around 1.00 a.m.
Israeli soldiers were shouting telling us to open the door. My father was in Jordan and so I got
up and opened the door. About eight soldiers entered the house and a soldier told me to fetch
my ID card. I told him I didn’t yet have an ID card so he checked the information on my
mother’s card and compared it to a list of names he had. Then he started to shout and said he
had seen me throwing stones and I was under arrest. He told me I had one minute to get
dressed.

2.

After I got dressed the soldiers dragged me out of the house and shut the door, preventing my
mother from following us. Once outside my hands were tied behind my back with three plastic
ties. The ties were very painful and I complained. A soldier then removed the ties and tied my
hands to the front using three ties. I was not blindfolded. I was then pushed to make me walk
and a soldier started to swear at me for no reason. I was taken to another part of the camp
where two soldiers started to beat me and slap me on my face. One of the soldiers punched me
in the eye.

3.

Then I was led to the main road (Route 60) where a number of Israeli military vehicles were
waiting. There were lots of soldiers there including an intelligence officer who I had seen
before. The intelligence officer got angry when he saw that I was tied and ordered a soldier to
remove them. I was then put into the back of a military jeep and made to sit on the metal floor.
As soon as the jeep began to move a soldier re-tied my hands. Then the soldiers started to slap
me and to swear. One of the soldiers hit me on my head with his helmet. A soldier asked my
why I throw stones at them which I denied. They then started to kick me which was painful.

4.

A short time later the jeep arrived at Etzion junction. It was around 2.00 a.m. I was brought
out of the jeep and taken to see a doctor. The doctor asked me if I suffered from any illnesses

100
or allergies. I was then put back into a military vehicle. As soon as I was inside the vehicle a
soldier slapped me and I shouted. The doctor heard me shouting and came to the back of the
vehicle and asked me what had happened. The doctor called the soldier who slapped me and
asked him to get out of the vehicle and not to hit me again. The commander then got into the
troop carrier I think to stop the soldiers from beating me.
5.

About five minutes later we arrived at Etzion police station. When I got out of the vehicle a
soldier tapped me on my head and the minute I turned to face him he punched me in my eye. I
screamed but no one seemed to care. Then the soldiers took me to the main courtyard in
Etzion and made me sit on the ground in the cold for about half an hour. Then I was taken with
other detainees to a very small room which didn’t have any windows. They made us crouch
and did not allow us to speak. My hands were still tied. One of the other detainees saw that my
eye was red and irritated. I tried to explain to him what had happened but a soldier hit me on
the head. I didn’t speak anymore.

6.

At around 10.00 a.m. I was taken to an interrogation room. I was alone in the room with the
interrogator. He did not inform me that I had any rights. He was holding a metal chain, pliers
and something that looked like an electric taser to me. He asked me whether I knew why I was
there. I told him I thought the soldiers had made a mistake by arresting me and that they were
probably after someone else. The interrogator told me the soldiers don’t make mistakes. Then
he told me I was there because I was a gang leader. I denied this and told him I only went to
school and back home and that I wasn’t involved in anything. Then he accused me of throwing
a Molotov cocktail. When I denied the accusation he hit me on my chest. Then he told me to
take my time and to think and then to let him know why I throw stones and Molotov cocktails.
After an hour of interrogation a soldier took me back to the courtyard and made me sit on the
ground. My hands were still tied.

7.

I stayed in the courtyard for about one hour. At around 12.00 p.m. another interrogator came
and introduced himself as Yona and took me for another round of interrogation. Again I was
alone with him and my hands were tied. The interrogator claimed that I threw stones at
soldiers the previous day. I denied the accusation and told him I was in Hebron that day taking
part in a football tournament. I told him he could check with my coach to see that I was telling
the truth. Then he started to record what I was telling him. He repeated the questions and I
continued to deny the accusations. Then he printed out the statement in Hebrew and asked me
to sign it but I refused. Then he told me I was entitled to consult with a lawyer under the law.
He called a lawyer from Al-Arrub but the lawyer did not answer the phone.

8.

After the interrogation was over I was taken out of the room and made me sit on the ground
while hand tied for nearly two hours. I didn’t ask to use the bathroom and I wasn’t given any
food. At around 2.00 p.m. soldiers came and told me I was going to be released. They took me
out where the brother of another detainee was waiting. He took me home to my family. I was
released without charge.

Testimony 64
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Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.A.Q.
16
5 February 2014
Beit Fajjar, West Bank
Throwing stones/pipe bombs

Summary: On 5 February 2014, a 16-year-old boy from Beit Fajjar, in the West Bank, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers at 4.30 a.m.
1.

I was arrested from home at around 4.30 a.m. Israeli soldiers surrounded our house from all
directions and one of them banged very loudly at the front door. My father opened up and
many soldiers stormed into the house.

2.

One of the soldiers addressed my father and asked him for me by name. When my father
pointed to me, the soldier asked to see my identity card. The scene of so many soldiers inside
the house was frightening. It was as if they were getting ready for a war. Many were masked
and this terrified my younger brothers. My father asked the commander to take the masked
soldiers out and this is what happened. Most of them left the house and the ones who were not
masked remained. My father then gave the commander the annex to his identity card with my
details on it. The commander was surprised to see how young I was. Still, he told my father
they had come to arrest me. My father objected to my arrest. The commander told my father
he had orders from the Shin Bet to arrest me and that he was going to take me to the police
station inside the West Bank settlement of Etzion. The commander told me to get dressed and
I was then taken out of the house. My father told the commander I had hearing problems and
that I only have 70 per cent hearing.

3.

The soldiers walked me towards the main road and some soldiers slapped me on the neck and
back. When we got to the main road a soldier tied my hands to the front with three plastic ties:
one on each wrist and one connecting the two. They were slightly painful. A troop carrier was
parked on the main road and I was put in the back of the troop carrier and made to sit on the
metal floor. I was blindfolded inside the carrier. The vehicle drove for about 10 minutes before
it stopped at the settlement of Etzion.

4.

I was immediately taken to see a doctor and my blindfold was removed. The doctor asked me
if I suffered from any illnesses but he did not really examine me. I was re-blindfolded and
taken to the back of the vehicle which drove for another 30 minutes.

5,

When the vehicle stopped I was put in a shipping container and my blindfold was removed. I
sat on a bench. A soldier was there to guard me. I remained inside the container for about three
or four hours before a soldier took me out and made me sit on the ground in an outdoor area. It
was cold and I sat there for about 30 minutes or more.

6.

At around 10.00 a.m. an interrogator in civilian clothes took me to a room. He made me sit on
a chair opposite him. I don’t recall whether he had a camera or a tape recorder. The
interrogator asked me for my father’s telephone number and called him. He told my father I
was under arrest in the settlement of Kiryat Arba and that he was going to appoint a lawyer for
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me. He did not inform me of my right to silence and I did not see a lawyer before being
questioned.
7.

The interrogator accused me of throwing stones and explosive tubes at soldiers near the
entrance to the village. After a while I confessed to throwing stones on a number of occasions.
At the end of this first round of interrogation I asked to use the bathroom and I was allowed.
The interrogator then printed out my statement in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I refused to
sign it and told him I didn’t understand any Hebrew.

8.

I was then taken to another room where a second interrogator in police uniform was sitting. I
don’t recall whether he had a camera or a tape recorder. He asked me some general questions
about my name and age and the names of my brothers and their ages. He was collecting
general information about my family. He then accused me of throwing stones and explosives
at soldiers and told me others had confessed against me. He mentioned some names. I
confessed to stone throwing but denied having thrown explosives. He then printed out my
statement in Hebrew and asked me to sign it but I refused. The interrogation lasted for about
90 minutes.

9.

I was then photographed and taken outside the interrogation room where I sat on a bench for
about 30 minutes. Soldiers then replaced the plastic ties with metal handcuffs, shackled me
and put me in a vehicle. The vehicle drove for about 30 minutes before it stopped at the
settlement of Etzion. I was searched with a metal detector and taken to a cell where I was by
myself. I spent one night there. At around 8.00 a.m. I was taken to Ofer prison, near Ramallah.
On arrival at Ofer I was strip searched naked and given prison clothes before being taken to
Section 13 where there were others below the age of 18. The following day I was taken to Ofer
military court. In court the military judge asked me if I had a lawyer to represent me. I told the
judge I didn’t know any lawyers. The hearing was adjourned because there was no lawyer. My
parents were not there because they were not informed.

10.

11.

Four days later I was taken back to the military court. A lawyer was waiting for me. He asked
for the hearing to be adjourned because he needed time to study my case. A week later I was
taken to the military court again. My parents were there and a lawyer. The prosecution asked
for 16 months imprisonment for me, claiming this was not the first time I was arrested because
of stone throwing. I had been arrested once before. The hearing was adjourned many times and
in the end the lawyer was able to convince the court to sentence me for six months and a 1,500
shekel fine. The judge agreed but increased the suspended sentence to nine months in prison
valid for 48 months.

12.

My father couldn’t visit me in prison because he was denied a permit for security reasons. My
mother visited me a few times but then I was punished and denied family visits on three
occasions because I was accused of not obeying orders and answering back. During my prison
term I was allowed to study Arabic and English and some mathematics. I was released on 27
July 2014. I was very happy to be out of prison. My father was waiting for me outside Ofer
prison and he took me home.
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Testimony 65
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.Z.
16
13 February 2014
Al Harithiya, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 13 February 2014, a 16-year-old boy from Al Harithiya in the West Bank is
arrested by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones. He is released 11 hours later
without charge.
1.

It was around 3.00 p.m. when I left the house to visit my uncle who lives about 200 metres
away. As I left the house I heard gunshots but it sounded far away. The neighbours told me
that Israeli soldiers were in our village but because the gunfire sounded far away I decided to
go ahead and visit my uncle. On the way I saw an Israeli military jeep coming towards me.
The jeep made a sudden stop and three soldiers got out and started to run after me. I did not
run away because I wasn’t doing anything wrong.

2.

Two soldiers grabbed me and took me to the commander who was standing by the jeep. The
soldiers spoke to the commander in Hebrew and they all started to laugh. One of the soldiers
spoke Arabic. They also swore at me. The commander asked a question in Hebrew which the
soldier translated. The commander wanted to know where I have my hair cut. I think he was
making fun of me.

3.

The soldiers took me to the back of the jeep where I saw that they had arrested someone else, a
boy I knew. The soldiers pushed me inside the jeep and lifted my T-shirt to cover my face.
Then they tied my right hand to the other boy’s left hand with one plastic tie and made us sit
on the seats in the back of the jeep with two other soldiers. The soldiers told me to keep my
head down on my lap and not to look up. The hand-tie was very painful.

4.

As the jeep drove off I could hear stones were being thrown at it. The jeep stopped and
soldiers fired some tear gas, presumably at the people throwing the stones. The soldier who
was sitting next to me in the jeep got very angry. He held me by the neck, shook my head
aggressively and pointed to a boy who was throwing stones and asked me for his name. I told
the soldier I didn’t know him. The soldiers continued to fire tear gas for a few minutes.

5.

The jeep continued to drive for another 15 minutes and we left the village. We stopped at a
military base, which I later found out was at Salem. The other boy and me were taken out of
the jeep and put into a shipping container. We were still tied together and they made us crouch
on the floor. I could see a little bit from under my T-shirt, which was pulled up, over my face.
About 10 minutes later the soldiers brought in two more boys from my village and made them
crouch next to us. A soldier was guarding us and he didn’t allow us to lift our heads up or to
speak to each other.
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6.

About 30 minutes later two soldiers came and asked us who threw stones. We told them we
didn’t throw stones. Another soldier asked me for my identity card number. I told him I didn’t
have it with me. I asked the soldier to allow me to call my brother using my telephone, which
they took away when they arrested me. One of the soldiers spoke to my brother on my phone
and I heard him say that I had been arrested and that they needed my identity card number. My
brother gave him the number.

7.

A female soldier walked in and started to take pictures of me and my friend crouching. She
told us they were going to post our pictures on facebook. Thirty minutes later two more
soldiers came, one of them was the interpreter. They asked us again who threw stones at the
soldiers. We told them we didn’t throw stones. Then they asked us if we knew the names of
boys who threw stones and we told them we didn’t know anyone. The two soldiers left and
other soldiers walked in and started to shout and scream in an attempt to scare us. Sometime
later my friend asked to use the toilet and out tie was cut off and he was taken away. When he
came back he had been handcuffed with metal cuffs, but I remained untied.

8.

At some point the commander walked in and asked us if we wanted any cigarettes. At around
2.00 a.m. the soldier who spoke Arabic came and told us we were going to be released and that
the Palestinian Police were going to pick us up and take us to Salem checkpoint. One of the
soldiers took us outside to a courtyard where we were handed over to the Palestinian Police.
The Palestinian police took to us to Jenin police station where they took a statement from us
and then took us home at around 3.00 a.m.

Testimony 66
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.A.S.
15
14 February 2014
Al ‘Araqa, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 14 February 2014, a 15-year-old boy from Al 'Araqa is arrested by Israeli
soldiers and accused of throwing stones. He is released nine hours later without charge.
1.

I was playing with my friends in the playground in our village. It was around 4.00 p.m.
Suddenly saw other boys in the village running away. I heard one of the boys say there were
Israeli soldiers in the village. Seconds later I saw four soldiers chasing some boys and trying to
grab them. When my friends and I saw this we began to run too. The soldiers were only about
50 meters away from us when we started to run.

2.

The soldiers started to shoot at us and I felt bullets go past me. I could hear the sound of
bullets but I couldn’t tell whether they were live or rubber bullets. I was terrified. I ran for
about 500 meters until one of the soldiers grabbed me. He dragged me towards the area near
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the settlement of Sheqed which is near our village. The soldier was rough with me and
dragged me aggressively and painfully pushed me forward, but he did not beat me.
3.

When we got close to the settlement I was pushed into a military jeep. My hands were then
painfully tied behind my back with one plastic tie and I was blindfolded. I was then made to sit
on the floor in the back of the jeep. Five minutes later I could sense that more boys were
brought to the jeep and they were made to sit next to me on the floor. The soldiers told us to
bend our heads down and not to look up. I think there were two soldiers sitting with us in the
back. The jeep drove for about 15 minutes. One of the soldiers kicked me on my leg the whole
time. The jeep stopped somewhere and the soldiers took us out of the jeep. I could see from
under the blindfold that we were in a military camp. There were lots of army vehicles and lots
of soldiers around. I think it was Salem military camp.

4.

On arrival at the military camp we were put inside a shipping container. We were still tied and
blindfolded. They made us sit on metal benches and forced us to keep our heads down
between our legs. They did not allow us to sit properly. When I lifted my head up a little bit I
was kicked in my back and on my legs.

5.

Sometime later a soldier removed the blindfold and told me in Arabic that the Commander
wanted to ask me some questions and that I had to answer all his questions. The Commander
asked me if I had been throwing stones. I told him I was playing with my friends in the
playground and did not throw stones. The Commander wanted me to tell him I was throwing
stones but I didn’t; I denied the accusation. The questioning lasted for a few minutes. One of
the soldiers asked for my telephone and I gave it to him. Then I was blindfolded again and
taken back to the shipping container where they made me sit on the bench with my head down.
It was a painful position.

6.

I didn’t ask for food or drink and I didn’t ask to go to the bathroom. At around 10.00 p.m. I
felt tired and tried to sleep while sitting but the soldier who was guarding us hit me gently on
the head and I understood that he didn’t want me to fall asleep. Two hours later, at around
12.00 a.m. soldiers removed the hand tie and the blindfold and told us they were going to
release us. They said they were going to bring us some food and then let us go.

7.

After I ate the soldiers blindfolded me again and tied my hands to the back with one plastic tie.
They did the same to my friends. They put us in a troop carrier and we sat on the seats. It was
around 1.00 a.m. The troop carrier drove for about 15 minutes and then stopped and the
soldiers let us off. They removed the tie and the blindfold and I could see that they dropped us
off near the agricultural gate in the Wall, near the settlement. I walked home, about one
kilometer away.

8.

When I got home my father told me he had informed the Palestinian police that I was arrested
for no reason and it seems they released me when the Palestinian police intervened. Whilst I
was detained the soldiers did not ask me for my father’s telephone number and they did not
allow me to contact my parents to tell them I had been arrested.
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Testimony 67
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

Q.N.Y.
16
14 February 2014
Al ‘Araqa, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 14 February 2014, a 16-year-old boy from Al 'Araqa, near Jenin in the West
Bank, is arrested by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones. He is released nine hours
later without charge.
1.

At around 4.00 p.m., on Friday, 14 February, I went out with my friends to the playground in
the village. The place is about one kilometer away from the Wall. There were about 10 of us.
All of a sudden I saw two younger boys running towards us. The boys told us Israeli soldiers
were chasing them. When we heard this my friends and I started to run too.

2.

Almost immediately soldiers started to shoot in our direction. I heard the sound of live bullets.
No one was hurt. I managed to run for quite a distance when all of a sudden a soldier surprised
me from the opposite direction and arrested me. Three other boys who were close to me were
also arrested. The soldier then scared us by charging his gun and aiming it at us. He told us to
lift our hands up and to walk towards the nearby settlement.

3.

We walked for about 10 minutes before other soldiers joined and walked along side us. They
led us towards a jeep that was waiting near the settlement. I could see from a distance that one
of my friends was already in the jeep. The soldiers pushed us into the back of the jeep, which
drove to where a troop carrier was waiting. The soldiers then tied my hands to the back with
one plastic tie and also blindfolded me. They did the same to my friends. They pushed us into
the carrier. One of the soldiers tried to hit me without any reason but another soldier stopped
him. This was before they blindfolded me. The hand-tie was very painful and I complained to
one of the soldiers. He told me he couldn’t do anything because they didn’t have any more
hand-ties. He spoke very good Arabic.

4.

We sat on the metal seats together with two soldiers who were guarding us. The vehicle drove
for about 15 minutes before it stopped and we were taken to a shipping container where there
were lots of soldiers. The soldiers asked us to sit on the benches inside the container and to
keep our heads down, between our legs. They told us not to move. I was still tied and
blindfolded. Then a soldier asked us for our names and our telephone numbers. They took my
telephone away. Then another soldier came with an interpreter who asked me if I threw stones
at soldiers near the Wall. I told him I didn’t throw stones at anyone and that I was there
playing with my friends and having fun.

5.

Later in the evening, at around 8.00 p.m., I asked one of the soldiers if I could use the
bathroom and he allowed me. He removed the blindfold and the hand tie and when I came
back he put them back on. I remained in the container until around 1:00 a.m. when soldiers

107
brought us some food. They removed the blindfold and the tie. After we ate the soldiers told us
we were going to be released. They blindfolded us and tied us again and put us in the troop
carrier, which drove towards the village near the Wall. There they let us go and returned my
telephone to me.
6.

My father later told me he tried to call my number and a person who spoke Hebrew answered
him and told him not to call the number again. My father also told me that we were released
after parents called the Israeli District Coordination Office who told them that soldiers claimed
they were shot at near the Wall. This was never mentioned to us when we were arrested.

Testimony 68
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

Q.R.J.
16
14 February 2014
Silat al Harithiya, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 14 February 2014, a 16-year-old boy from Silat al Harithiya the West Bank, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones. He is released 12 hours later.
1.

It was around 2.00 p.m. when I heard gun shots in different parts of the village and smelled
tear gas. Israeli soldiers were in our village. I was with two of my friends and we were on our
way to the centre of the village. Then I saw an Israeli military jeep driving in our direction. I
got scared and decided to head back home and so did my two friends. As I headed back with
my friends three soldiers came from the opposite direction. They shouted and aimed their guns
at us ordering us to stop. We stopped immediately.

2.

The soldiers took us to the jeep and the commander asked me about the boys who were
throwing stones. I told him I didn’t see anyone throwing stones. I was scared that they might
beat me. Then a soldier put me in the jeep. Then they brought in my friend and they tied my
hand to his with one plastic tie. The tie was painful but I was too scared to complain. I was
worried that I might get beaten if I complained about the tie. They made me sit on the metal
floor of the jeep, which was wet. I could smell urine. My clothes got wet and I was too scared
to complain. Two soldiers were with us in the back. The soldiers covered my face with my Tshirt and the jeep drove towards the centre of the village.

3.

As the jeep drove stones were thrown at it which made the soldiers very angry. One of the
soldiers grabbed my head and banged it against the metal inside the jeep. He asked me to look
out and to identify the boys who were throwing stones. I told him I didn’t know them. The
jeep stopped and soldiers fired stun grenades and tear gas at the boys who were throwing
stones. Then the soldiers got back in and the jeep and we drove away.
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4.

About 15 minutes later the jeep arrived at a military camp, I wasn’t sure which one it was. The
soldiers got us out of the jeep and made us walk with our heads down. I was still tied to my
friend’s hand and my face was covered with the T-shirt. They put us in a shipping container
and made us sit on the floor. Then a soldier started to ask me questions. He wanted to know
my name and my identity number. He wanted the same information from my friend. I told him
I didn’t have my I.D. number memorized. He then took my friend’s telephone, made some
phone calls and got our I.D. numbers.

5.

About two hours later a soldier walked in and asked me to make a sound like a goat. When I
refused the soldier slapped me and kicked me on the back and on my legs. I think we were
kept there for about eight hours. They did not bring us any food. When I asked to use the
bathroom the soldier cut off the hand-tie and allowed me to go to the bathroom. When I came
back he put metal handcuffs on me. Half way through the time a person in civilian clothes
came in and asked me if I had been throwing stones. I told him no and that I didn’t know
anyone who did.

6.

At around 2.00 a.m. soldiers came and told us we were going to be released. Then a soldier
asked me to sign a document written in Hebrew with some words in Arabic. The soldier
explained to me that the document said that I wasn’t subjected to physical abuse and that my
possessions at the time of arrest were given back to me. I signed the paper although I was
beaten. We were handed over to the Palestinian Police who took us to Jenin police station and
took a short statement from us. Then they took us home. It was around 3.00 a.m.

Testimony 69
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.Z.A.
16
17 February 2014
Beit Ummar, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 17 February 2014, a 16-year-old boy from Beit Ummar is arrested by Israeli
soldiers during clashes near the settlement of Karmi Zur.
1.

I was arrested near the settlement of Karmi Zur at around 3.00 p.m. There were clashes with
soldiers at the time. Some soldiers grabbed me and tied my hands to the front with one plastic
tie. The tie was painful. I asked the soldiers to loosen it and they did. As soon as they captured
me they slapped me on the face and kicked me with their boots. They also called my mother a
whore. They pushed me into the back of a jeep and made me sit on the metal floor. The jeep
drove towards the settlement of Etzion.

2.

The trip took about 15 minutes. As soon as we arrived at Etzion soldiers took me out of the
jeep and made me sit on the ground in an outdoor area for about 30 minutes. It was very cold
and windy. About 30 minutes later I was taken to see a doctor. The doctor examined me and
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asked me if I suffered from any illnesses. When the doctor was done I was taken for
interrogation.
3.

There were two interrogators in the room. One was wearing a police uniform and the other
was in civilian clothes. The policeman removed the tie and accused me of throwing a Molotov
cocktail at soldiers. He did not inform me of my right to silence or of my right to see a lawyer.
The first round of interrogation lasted for about two hours. The interrogator showed me
pictures of me standing in the area near the settlement. I wasn’t doing anything. I denied the
accusation and told the interrogator I wasn’t doing anything wrong. The interrogator did not
beat me or swear at me. The interrogator then took me to another room to be questioned by
another interrogator.

4.

The second interrogator did not inform me of my any rights. He repeated the same accusations
and told me there were confessions against me from other boys who were with me. He also
accused me of throwing burning oil at soldiers. In the end I decided to confess to throwing
stones and to deny having thrown Molotov cocktail or burning oil at soldiers. The interrogator
printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to sign it and I did. I was then photographed
and fingerprinted and taken to a room which had a bed in it.

5.

I slept in the room until the following morning when soldiers brought me some food. At
around 9.00 a.m. I was handcuffed and driven to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. On arrival at
Ofer I was strip searched, given prison clothes and taken to Section 13 where I stayed with
other prisoners my age.

6.

On 20 February I had a hearing in the military court. A lawyer was there to represent me but
my parents were not there because they were not informed. I had about seven military court
hearings. The prosecutor requested a 16-month prison sentence for me because I was charged
with throwing stones and Molotov cocktails. My lawyer came to a plea bargain agreement
with the prosecutor and I was sentenced to eight months in prison and fined NIS 3,000. I was
also served with a suspended sentence of three years in prison valid for five years.

7.

In prison I studied Hebrew and my parents visited me regularly. I was released from Ofer on
25 November 2014.

Testimony 70
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

N.T.A.
15
17 February 2014
Beit Ummar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 17 February 2014, a 15-year-old youth from Beit Ummar is arrested by Israeli
soldiers during clashes near the settlement of Karmi Zur.
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1.

I was arrested near the settlement of Karmi Zur to the south of my village at around 4.00 p.m.
There were clashes going on at the time near the settlement. I was arrested by Israeli soldiers
who immediately slapped and kicked me, although not too hard. They tied my hands behind
my back with three plastic ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. The ties were
very painful. I was also blindfolded and taken to the back of a jeep where I sat on the metal
floor. I remained there for about 30 minutes before the jeep drove away.

2.

The jeep drove for about 15 minutes before it arrived at the police station in Etzion settlement.
I was taken out and made to sit in the rain for about two hours before an interrogator came for
me.

3.

The interrogator wore civilian clothes. He removed the blindfold and the ties and immediately
started to interrogate me without informing me of my right to silence or of my right to see a
lawyer. He accused me of throwing stones and Molotov cocktail at soldiers near the
settlement. He told me I had to confess and that I had to confess about other boys too. I told
him I wasn’t throwing stones or Molotov cocktail and that I was in the area playing with my
friends. The first round of interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes. He told me my friends
had confessed against me but he never confronted me with my friends. He also told me three
soldiers witnessed me throwing stones and Molotov cocktail at them. Still I continued to deny
the accusation.

4.

He then took me out of the room for about 30 minutes and then brought me back in. He
continued to accuse me of throwing stones and Molotov cocktail at soldiers. I continued to
deny the accusations. He then started to kick me and punch me all over my body. I was in
pain. He then called the soldiers who were standing outside the room and asked them to beat
me and they did. The soldiers then left the room and I was with the interrogator by myself.
The interrogator repeated the same accusations and I confessed out of fear that he might beat
me more.

5.

I was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken into the backyard where I sat on the
ground until around 3.00 a.m. I was then strip searched and taken to a room with other boys
my age. I slept until the morning when soldiers brought us some food. Then I was told they
were going to transfer me to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. I was then handcuffed and shackled
and put me in the back of a transporter. The vehicle drove for about an hour before it arrived at
Ofer. At Ofer I was strip searched and given prison clothes and taken to Section 13.

6.

Five days after my arrest I had a military court hearing. A lawyer was in court and my parents
were there too. I was allowed to speak to them across the court room. I had seven more
hearings. In the end I accepted a plea bargain where I was sentenced to 10 months in prison
after confessing to throwing stones and Molotov cocktail at soldiers. I was also fined 2,500
shekels and served with a suspended sentence of three years valid for five years.

7.

I wasn’t allowed family visits during my time in prison. I studied Arabic and Hebrew. I spent
one month at Ofer and then I was transferred to Hasharon prison inside Israel. I spent seven
months at Hasharon before I was transferred to Megiddo prison, also inside Israel. I was
released from Megiddo on 25 November 2014.
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Testimony 71
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

B.T.
15
18 February 2014
An Nabi Saleh, West Bank
Participating in a demonstration

Summary:
On 18 February 2014, a 15-year-old boy from An Nabi Saleh, in the
West Bank, is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 1.30 a.m.
1.

I woke up to the sound of loud banging at our front door. I couldn’t comprehend what was
going on and thought I was dreaming. I think it was around 1.30 a.m. Then my mother came
and told me to stay in bed because Israeli soldiers were at the door. When my father opened
the door I heard one of the soldiers tell him to wake everybody in the house. Minutes later my
father told me to come out because the soldiers wanted to photograph me. I went to the living
room and saw lots of soldiers.

2.

One of the soldiers took a photograph of me and then flipped through a photo album he had
with him comparing the photo he took with the photos in the album. The soldier then told me
he found three photographs that matched my image but didn’t show them to me or to my
parents. I heard them tell my father they wanted to take me for five minutes for questioning
and would bring me back. They didn’t have any written documents and didn’t explain what
they were going to question me about.

3.

The soldiers dragged me outside to the square where a military jeep was waiting. They made
me stand behind the jeep so that my parents couldn’t see me. Then they beat me and kicked
me in my stomach and on my legs. I was in pain. Then they pulled my hat down to cover my
face and tied my hands to the front with three plastic ties: one on each wrist and one
connecting them. The ties were not painful. They also shackled my legs with metal chains.
They put me on a seat in the back of the jeep which drove to the watchtower at the entrance to
the village. On the way a soldier kicked me on my legs. At the watchtower they cut off the
plastic ties and replaced them with metal handcuffs. It was around 2.00 a.m. I could hear that
other people from the village had also been arrested.

4.

I was kept in the watchtower until 6.00 a.m. when the soldiers put me in a jeep and took me to
the police station in Binyamin settlement. The jeep went round and round and stopped on the
way before it arrived at Binyamin. The drive took about four hours. They took me to a room
where I waited. A soldier walked in and told me they were going to bring a lawyer to talk to
me and to give me advice. An Israeli lawyer, who spoke Arabic, came and told me he was
representing me. He told me to remain silent, and told me not to say anything if the
interrogator shows me pictures. When the lawyer left I was taken to the interrogation room.
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5.

There were four people in the interrogation room; three interrogators and one soldier. I
couldn’t tell if there was a camera in the room. They pulled my hat off my face but kept me
handcuffed and shackled. The interrogator said his name was Munther. He showed me three
photos and pointed to a person in the photos and asked me if that person was me. I told him it
wasn’t me. He became angry. Then he showed me more photos and asked me to tell him who
the other people were. I told him I didn’t know them. Then he pulled a gun out of his pocket
and put it on the table in front of him. He started to fiddle with the gun. He asked me again
whether I knew the people in the photos. Again, I told him I didn’t. He told me my father was
waiting outside and if I told him who these people were he would send me home with my
father. I told him I didn’t want to go home because I knew he wasn’t going to send me home
no matter what. The interrogation lasted for over an hour.

6.

At one point the interrogator started to pace in the room. In the end he showed me a document
written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it but I refused. I told him I wasn’t going to sign
anything in Hebrew because I didn’t trust that it was accurate. Then a soldier came and took
me back to the waiting room. I wasn’t given any food or drink, but I was allowed to use the
bathroom.

7.

In the evening, at around 6.00 p.m., they blindfolded me and put me in a white vehicle which
drove to my village. I knew the time because I heard the call to prayer. I could see from under
the blindfold that the vehicle was driving in the village, near the petrol station. I thought they
were going to release me but I was wrong. They vehicle drove out of the village and I was
taken to Ofer prison.

8.

We arrived at Ofer around 11.00 p.m. At Ofer they made me take off all my clothes, including
my underwear, for a security check. They made me crouch a couple of times while naked.
Then they gave me prison clothes and took me to Section 13 where there were other children
my age. The prisoners made me some food because I was very hungry. I hadn’t eaten for 24
hours. I ate three sandwiches and went to bed at around 3.00 a.m. At 6.00 a.m. I was woken up
and told I had a hearing in the military court.

9.

I waited in the waiting room outside the court for about seven hours. I was shackled the whole
time. My parents were in court. I was very happy to see them but I wasn’t allowed to speak to
them. I didn’t understand much of what was going on in court. There was an interpreter who
spoke Arabic but he only translated one out of every 10 words. His translation didn’t make any
sense to me. The court hearing was adjourned. All in all I had four court hearings and my
parents attended all of them. I didn’t understand a lot but I think they were going to make my
parents pay 7,500 shekels to have me released. In the end the lawyer reduced the amount to
2,500 shekels.

10.

On Monday, 24 February 2014, I was taken to the military court at 3.00 p.m. where I was told
I was going to be released. I accepted a plea bargain and I was given a suspended sentence of
three months for two years. I went home with my parents and I arrived home at around 11.00
p.m. It was boring in prison, there wasn’t much to do, but the most difficult part of it all was
waiting for long hours outside court with shackles around my ankles. I am worried about my
suspended sentence; when I see soldiers in the village I go home to avoid them.
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Testimony 72
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.M.K.
14
20 February 2014
Birqin, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 20 February 2014, a 14-year-old boy from Birqin, in the West Bank, is arrested
during clashes at a checkpoint in the West Bank.
1.

I was arrested near Al-Jalameh checkpoint, about three kilometers away from my village in the
north of the West Bank. On the day of my arrest there were clashes near the checkpoint and
my friend and I went to see what was going on at around 12.00 noon. The Israeli soldiers
started to chase the crowd at one point and my friend and I started to run away from the area.
Three soldiers chased me and were able to catch me about 200 meters away. They
immediately tied my hands to the back with one plastic tie, which was very painful. They also
blindfolded me and took me towards the military watchtower near the checkpoint.

2.

When we got to the watchtower I was made to sit for about two hours. After about two hours I
was put in the back of a military jeep and made to sit on some metal boxes. It was a very
uncomfortable position and I was in pain. The jeep drove away and one of the soldiers slapped
me all over my body. It wasn’t too hard. The jeep drove for about 40 minutes before it stopped
at Salem military base. Soldiers took me out of the jeep and made me sit on a bench in the
courtyard for about 30 minutes. I was still tied and blindfolded. I was then taken into a room
where I sat on a bench until around 4.00 p.m. when an interrogator wearing police uniform
took me for interrogation.

3.

The interrogator made me sit opposite him on a chair. He removed the blindfold but kept me
tied. I don’t remember if he had a camera or a tape recorder in the room. He asked me for my
name and age but I told him I wasn’t going to answer any question without a lawyer
present. He told me no lawyers are available before the interrogation and that I could see a
lawyer once the interrogation is over. He did not say anything about a right to silence. He then
told me I was accused of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails at soldiers. I denied the
accusation and told him I didn’t throw anything at soldiers. The interrogator wanted to know
what I was doing near the checkpoint if I wasn’t throwing stones. I told him I was at the park
near the checkpoint.

4.

The interrogation lasted for about five hours. During this time the interrogator left the room
and came back a number of times. Towards the end of the interrogation he told me he had
pictures of me throwing stones and Molotov cocktails at soldiers. I told him this couldn’t be
true and challenged him to show me the pictures. He never showed me any pictures. Then he
told me soldiers saw me throwing Molotov cocktails. I asked him to bring those soldiers to
confront me but he never did. He told me I would have a chance to confront the soldiers in
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court. At the end of the interrogation he printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to
sign it but I refused. He told me it was exactly what I had told him. When I insisted I didn’t
want to sign it he held me forcefully by my neck and pressed me hard. I got scared and
decided to sign the paper.
5.

After the interrogation I was photographed and fingerprinted. A soldier replaced the plastic tie
with metal handcuffs and put me in the back of a vehicle. The vehicle drove for about 30
minutes before it stopped. I then realised I was at Meggido prison inside Israel. On arrival at
Meggido I was given a security search in my underwear and then taken to a prison cell where I
stayed with other prisoners my age. I was arrested on a Thursday.

6.

On Friday morning I was told I had a court hearing at Ofer military court. I was shackled and
handcuffed and taken in a vehicle to Ofer. It took nearly two hours to get there. When I asked
why I wasn’t taken to Salem military court I was told it was because Salem court is not open
on Fridays. There was no lawyer to represent me in the court and my parents did not attend
because they were not informed. My detention was extended for another week.

7.

My next court hearing was at Salem. My parents were there with a lawyer. I had four other
court hearings, all at Salem. About one month after my arrest I was sentenced to three months
in prison and was fined 2,000 shekels. I also had a six-month suspended sentence. My lawyer
tried to appeal the decision but his request was rejected.

8.

In prison I was allowed to study Arabic and mathematics. I was released on 9 May 2014. My
parents picked me up from Salem checkpoint and took me home.

Testimony 73
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

S.S.
14
21 February 2014
Beit Fajjar, West Bank
Possession of pipe bombs

Summary: On 21 February 2014, a 14-year-old boy from Beit Fajjar, in the West Bank, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers and accused of possessing pipe bombs.
1.

I was playing with my friends near the entrance to the village at around 3.00 p.m. Suddenly we
saw an Israeli military jeep in the area. My friends and I got scared and we ran away. After
running for about 400 meters two soldiers got out of the jeep and aimed their weapons at me. I
was scared that they might shoot so I stopped. One of the soldiers twisted my arm behind my
back and dragged me to the jeep. I was placed on the floor of the jeep. The jeep then drove
towards the nearby Israeli settlement of Efrata.

115
2.

At the gate to the settlement I was taken out of the jeep and a soldier hit me in the back with
his gun. Then a soldier, who spoke Arabic, asked me some questions. He wanted to know who
was with me and what I was doing near the settlement. I told him I was playing with my
friends. Then they made me sit on the ground for about 10 minutes. Then I was taken back to
the jeep and one of the soldiers tied my hands to the front with one plastic tie which wasn’t too
painful. The jeep drove for about 10 minutes before it arrived at Etzion settlement. The
soldiers put me in a small room like a kitchenette. The door was kept open and one of the
soldiers guarded me. I was kept there until 8.00 p.m. when the soldier who arrested me took
me back to the jeep. I was still tied.

3.

The jeep drove for about 30 minutes before it stopped at the police station in Kiryat Arba
settlement. I was taken into a waiting room where I remained for nearly two hours. I wasn’t
given any food and I didn’t ask to use the bathroom. At around 11.00 p.m. an interrogator in
civilian clothes took me to the interrogation room. He removed the hand tie and started to
interrogate me. He did not tell me that I had any rights. First he asked me what I was doing
near the settlement. I told him I was playing with my friends. He told me I was a liar and
banged the table aggressively. He claimed soldiers had seen me shoot something towards the
settlement out of a handmade metal pipe. I denied the accusation.

4.

At the end of the interrogation he asked me for my father’s telephone number. He told me he
was going to call my father to tell him I was under arrest and to ask him to hire a lawyer for
me. He couldn’t reach my father because his mobile was turned off. The interrogator once
again accused me of firing something at the settlement but I denied the accusation. He did not
beat or threaten me. The interrogator then asked me to sign a document written in Hebrew but
I refused because I don’t understand Hebrew. He told me it was my own words that he wrote
down including the fact that I denied the accusation. In the end I agreed to sign the paper.

5.

After the interrogation I was taken somewhere for my photograph and my fingerprints to be
taken. Then the interrogator told the soldiers to take me to prison. He also told them to give
me some food but they didn’t. Then I was taken in a jeep with my hands tied to the front with
one plastic tie. It was around 1.00 a.m.

6.

The jeep drove for about 30 minutes back to Etzion settlement. I was taken out of the jeep and
the hand tie was removed. I was then taken for a medical examination. The doctor took my
pulse and gave me a piece of paper with a list of medical questions to answer; questions about
diseases and allergies. Then I was taken to a prison cell where I spent the night by myself. I
wasn’t given any food.

7.

Later that morning I was woken up and someone brought me some food. Then I was
handcuffed with and shackled. I was also blindfolded and taken into a vehicle which drove for
about an hour before it stopped. I was taken out and the blindfold was removed. I realised I
was at Ofer prison, near Ramallah. I was then told to take off my clothes so I could be
searched. I was allowed to keep my underwear on. I was given prison clothes and taken to
Section 13.
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8.

On Sunday, 23 February 2014, I was taken to Ofer military court. My parents were not there.
A lawyer was there who said he was going to represent me. The hearing was adjourned for
two days.

9.

On the second hearing my parents came but I was not allowed to speak to them. Again the
hearing was adjourned because the lawyer wanted to negotiate a plea bargain whereby I would
confess to possessing pipe bombs and pay a fine in return for being released. The prosecutor
wanted me placed under house arrest but my lawyer refused.

10.

On the last court hearing the judge accepted the plea bargain. My father paid 3,000 shekels
and I was released on 23 March 2014, after spending 30 days in prison. In prison I was only
allowed to study Arabic.

11.

I also spent two days in solitary confinement as punishment because prison authorities found
pebbles next to my bed which I had carved and made into shapes. During solitary confinement
I was kept in a cell measuring 2x2 metres. The worst thing about this experience was the
boredom.

Testimony 74
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.R.Z.
14
26 February 2014
Kiryat Arba, West Bank
Theft

Summary: On 26 February 2014, a 14-year-old boy is playing on his family land near the
settlement of Kiryat Arba when he is detained and accused of stealing from a settler’s car. He
is released 10 hours later after his father pays NIS 500.
1.

It was around 3.00 p.m., when I was with my cousin on land that belongs to my family near
Route 60. Our land is across from the settlement of Kiryat Arba. Suddenly I saw three Israeli
soldiers approaching us from the military camp near our land. The soldiers told us to stop. We
didn’t run away because we were sure we hadn’t done anything wrong.

2.

The soldiers came closer and they started to swear at us. They also said things in Hebrew,
which we didn’t understand. Then they asked us to go with them to the main road. In the
beginning they didn’t tell us what they wanted but later they told us they saw us tampering
with a settler car that was parked by the main road. They also told us they had called the
Israeli police to come and arrest us.

3.

We were kept by the side of the road for about one hour. At around 4.00 p.m. two Israeli
police cars came, each with three policemen. They got out and immediately and started to
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swear at us. Then a policeman grabbed me by my hand and pushed my cousin and me into the
back of the police car. A policeman sat next to us. We were not tied or blindfolded.
4.

We were taken to the Israeli police station in Kiryat Araba and arrived there about 10 minutes
later. When we arrived we were fingerprinted and photographed. Then we were put in a
shipping container where we stayed until midnight. We were not given any food during this
time but the policeman who was guarding us allowed us to use the bathroom. Just after
midnight an interrogator came and took my cousin for interrogation. My cousin was away for
about 15 minutes then he came back with the interrogator. The interrogator then asked me to
go with him.

5.

When I entered the interrogation room I saw my father there. I later understood that my father,
who speaks very good Hebrew, insisted on attending the interrogation because I was
underage. I also understood that the interrogator made may father’s presence conditional on
him not saying anything during the interrogation. This was exactly what happened. The
interrogator told me I had the right to silence and that whatever I said was going to be used
against me. He also asked me if I wanted to consult with a lawyer. I told him I didn’t want to
consult a lawyer and that it was enough to have my father in the interrogation room.

6.

The interrogator wore civilian clothes and spoke very good Arabic. He told me it was in my
best interest to tell him exactly what happened and if I didn’t tell the truth I was going to be
put in prison. He accused me of stealing things from the settler car but I denied this accusation.
I told him soldiers arrested me while I was playing with my cousin on our land. The
interrogator recorded what I told him on a tape recorder. I am not sure if he had a camera in
the room. Then the interrogator printed out a document written in Hebrew and asked me to
sign it but my father insisted on reading it first before I signed it. When my father read the
paper and found it to be accurate I signed the paper.

7.

The interrogator then told my father they were going to put me and my cousin in jail and that
they won’t release us until he paid NIS 500. My father objected and told him he wasn’t going
to pay any money because we hadn’t done anything to require imprisonment. My father went
home and I was taken to the detention centre at the police station. A policeman came and
asked me to take off my clothes and gave me prison clothes to put on. As he was about to take
me inside the detention room a policeman came and told him to give me back my clothes and
to take me back to the shipping container. The policeman explained that my father had agreed
to pay the money to have me released.

8.

My cousin and I were taken to the front gate where my father and my uncle were waiting.
Before we left we were given a summons to appear at Ofer military court in November 2014. I
arrived at home at around 2.00 a.m.

Testimony 75
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Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

F.H.Z.
12
26 February 2014
Hebron, West Bank
Theft

Summary: On 26 February 2014, a 12-year-old boy from Hebron, in the West Bank, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers and accused of theft. He is released 10 hours later on payment of
NIS 500.
1.

I was with my cousin playing on our land one afternoon when all of a sudden we saw three
Israeli soldiers approaching us from the nearby military camp. In the beginning I didn’t realise
they were coming for us until they started to yell as if they were telling us to stop. My cousin
and I stopped although we could have run away since they were still quite far. When they got
really close they started to swear at us and took us to the main road. They told us they had
called the Israeli police because they saw us near a settler car, taking parts. We completely
denied this accusation and waited by the road for about an hour. Then the police car came and
took us to the police station in Kiryat Araba settlement. They made us sit in the back. They
didn’t tie our hands or blindfold us.

2.

As soon as we got to the police station they took us to a shipping container and the police
made us sit on the seats. Ten minutes later a policeman came and took me to the interrogation
room. He took my picture and my fingerprints and sent me back to the container. My cousin
and I stayed there many hours. The policeman allowed me to use the bathroom. I didn’t ask for
any food and they didn’t offer us any. I slept on the seat and the policeman didn’t mind it.

3.

At around midnight an interrogator came and took me to the interrogation room where I saw
my uncle sitting there. He told me he was there to attend my interrogation. The interrogator
told him not to speak to me and if he wanted to speak to the interrogator he had to speak to
him in Hebrew.

4.

The interrogator told me I had the right to silence but told me I had to tell him exactly what
happened and that it wouldn’t be in my interest if I didn’t speak. He told me that the soldiers
saw me stealing things from the settler car. I denied this. The interrogator then said that the
soldiers saw us right by the car. A soldier came and testified against us. I told the interrogator
this wasn’t true and that we didn’t steal anything. He showed me some car parts and claimed
that my fingerprints were on it. I denied this and told him we were on our land and didn’t go
near the car.

5.

In the end the interrogator told my uncle he wasn’t going to release me unless he paid a bond
pending a court hearing. He also gave my uncle a paper summoning me to court a few months
later. My uncle went home and refused to pay any money.

6.

Before that I signed a document written in Hebrew after my uncle checked that it was
accurate. I don’t recall whether the interrogator had a camera or a tape recorder in the room
but I remember the interrogator telling me that we were like friends and that I had to tell him
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the truth. He also told me if I did tell the truth he would release me but if I didn’t he was going
to put me in prison.
7.

Then another policeman came and gave me prison clothes to put on but then another
policeman came and told me that my uncle had paid the money and that they were going to
release me. My uncle and my father were waiting for us outside the police station. They
decided to pay the money because they worried that they might put us in prison with criminals
and because we were too young. They were very worried about us. I was very happy to be
released.

Testimony 76
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

O.S.
16
3 March 2014
As Sawiya, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 3 March 2014, a 16-year-old boy from As Sawiya, in the West Bank, is arrested
by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was walking home from school with some friends at around 1.00 p.m. when we saw a group
of Israeli soldiers hiding in an olive grove by the side of the road. Some of my friends decided
to turn back but I continued walking. I thought to myself I hadn’t done anything wrong and so
there was no reason for me to be afraid of the soldiers. Shortly afterwards I saw three soldiers
running towards me. They surrounded me and I didn’t resist. Two soldiers held me by my arm
and threw me to the ground. They immediately tied my hands behind my back with one plastic
tie, which was very painful. I told them it was painful but they didn’t pay any attention. Then
they blindfolded me.

2.

They then dragged me to the main road near my school where an Israeli military jeep was
waiting. I was pushed in the back and made to sit on the metal floor. I could hear the voices of
some of the teachers talking to the soldiers trying to get me released. I heard a soldier say they
wanted to investigate whether I had been throwing stones and if not they would release me.

3.

The soldiers got onto the jeep and the jeep drove away. Three soldiers sat in the back of the
jeep and they deliberately pushed my back down and forced my head between my legs. They
also punched me in my head and swore at me. On the way one of the soldiers sat on my back
for a few minutes forcing my head to touch the metal floor of the jeep. The jeep drove for
about 15 minutes before it stopped. I think we were in the settlement of Shilo. I was taken out
of the jeep and made to sit on the ground for about 30 minutes. I was still tied and blindfolded.

4.

Then I was put back in the jeep, which drove for about 30 minutes. The jeep then stopped
somewhere and I was taken to see a doctor for a medical examination. My hand tie and

120
blindfold were removed. A doctor gave me a questionnaire and asked me to answer some
questions about my health. After the examination a soldier re-tied blindfolded me and took me
to a room and made me sit on a chair.
5.

Whilst tied and blindfolded someone started asking me questions in good Arabic. He wanted
to know my name and where I lived. He also asked me whether I threw any stones from the
school. I told him I didn’t throw any stones at anyone. Then he took me to another room and
asked me the same questions. He violently hit the table in front of him and turned on an
electrical device that sounded like a drill. I was not told that I had any rights.

6.

After being questioned I was taken out into a courtyard and made to sit on a bench. I was still
tied and blindfolded. I think it was around 6.00 p.m. and I stayed there for about 30 minutes.
Then the same soldier who questioned me before came and took me to a room and started
questioning me again, accusing me of throwing stones. I continued to deny the accusation.
Then he started to make fun of me and asked me to sing for him. When I refused to sing he
started singing himself. I asked the interrogator if I could use the bathroom but at first he
refused. I was then left in the room by myself for about an hour-and-a-half. I was not given
anything to eat.

7.

When the interrogator returned I again asked to use the bathroom and this time he agreed. A
soldier accompanied me to the bathroom and wanted me to use the bathroom while tied and
blindfolded. He also wanted to go in with me. I refused and insisted on having him remove the
tie and blindfold which he did. After I used the bathroom my hands were re-tied and I was
blindfolded. I was then put in the back of a jeep on a seat. The jeep then drove for about an
hour. When the jeep stopped my blindfold was removed and I saw that I was at Binyamin
police station. I was taken to a small cell where I remained for about 10 minutes. I was still
tied. Then I was taken upstairs where they photographed me and took my fingerprints. Then I
was taken to an interrogation room.

8.

The interrogator spoke to me in Arabic. He started by telling me that I had the right to silence
and that I had the right to see a lawyer. I asked him to call my father to ask him to appoint me
a lawyer. The interrogator called my father and told him I was at Binyamin police station. He
told my father he had 15 minutes to call a lawyer and ask him to show up at Binyamin. My
father told him it was difficult to get a lawyer at such a late hour. He allowed me to speak to
my father for a short while but then took the telephone away. Ten minutes later the telephone
rang and I understood it was a lawyer. The interrogator allowed me to speak to the lawyer who
told me not to worry.

9.

After I spoke to the lawyer on the phone the interrogator accused me of throwing stones at
settlers on the main road. I denied the accusation. The interrogator then said that if I was lying
to him he was going to let me rot in prison. I continued to deny the accusation. Then the
interrogator claimed that soldiers saw me throwing stones. I told him this wasn’t true and that
the soldiers were lying. I told him the soldiers beat me. He went out and called two soldiers
and asked me whether they were the ones who beat me. I told him I couldn’t tell because I was
blindfolded when I was beaten. Then he printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to
sign it which I did.
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10.

After the interrogation I was put back in a jeep. I was still tied and blindfolded. The jeep drove
for about 30 minutes and stopped at Ofer prison. On arrival at Ofer I was searched and given
prison clothes, before being taken to Section 13. The other prisoners brought me some food.

11.

On 5 March I was taken to Ofer military court. In court I saw my father, my uncle and my
lawyer for the first time. I was able to speak to my father in court. The lawyer tried to get me
released on bail but the court refused. My case was then adjourned for a week and I went back
to prison. The next time I was in court the military judge agreed to release me on bail. My
father had to pay NIS 3,500, which was paid the following day.

12.

I was released on 25 March and my parents were waiting for me outside the prison. I was very
happy to be released. A few days later I had to appear in the military court again. I went to
court with my father and we were told that the hearing was adjourned until 22 June 2014.

Testimony 77
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.H.A.
16
10 March 2014
At Tabaqa, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 10 March 2014, a 16-year-old boy from At Tabaqa, in the West Bank, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones during a demonstration.
1.

I was taking part in a demonstration near my village at around 4.00 p.m. when Israeli soldiers
started to chase me. I couldn’t run fast enough and the soldiers caught me. As soon as I was
arrested a soldier hit me with the back of his gun all over my body. Other soldiers swore at me
in Hebrew.

2.

I was immediately taken to the back of a jeep and made to sit on the floor. I was tied to the
front with 3 plastic ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. I was also blindfolded.
The jeep drove for about 10 minutes to a nearby military base.

3.

On arrival at the base I was taken out of the jeep and made to sit on the ground by the gate. A
soldier asked me if I had a mobile phone on me. When I told him I did, he told me to call my
family to tell them I was arrested. I called my father and told him. I was taken back to the jeep
where I was made to sit on the floor. The jeep drove for about an hour before it stopped again.

4.

This time I was outside the police station in the settlement of Etzion. It was around 6.00 p.m. I
was immediately taken to see a doctor who asked me if I suffered from any illnesses. I tried to
tell him I have a problem in my ear but I don’t think he understood me. During the medical
examination I was tied but the blindfold was removed. After the examination I was taken for
interrogation.
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5.

The interrogator was in military uniform. I was still tied and I was in the room alone with him.
The interrogator told me I had the right to silence before he started the interrogation. He also
told me I had the right to consult with a lawyer but I wasn’t given the opportunity to do so
before I was questioned. He then started by telling me I was accused of throwing stones at
soldiers and that I had been caught red-handed. I told him this was not true. He then told me if
I didn’t confess he was going to put my father in prison. I was scared and decided to confess. I
told the interrogator I did indeed throw stones. The interrogation lasted for about half-an-hour.
In the end the interrogator printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to sign it which I
did. Then I was photographed and fingerprinted and taken to a courtyard.

6.

I was kept in the courtyard for three days. I was tied and blindfolded the whole time. Soldiers
brought me a blanket to keep me warm at night. They brought me food once a day. They
allowed me to use the bathroom but kept my hands tied. I didn’t have enough water to drink. I
asked the soldiers to take me inside but they told me I was too young and the Etzion
authorities had refused to admit me. On the third day, at around 10.00 a.m., I was put into the
back of a vehicle. The plastic hand ties were replaced with metal handcuffs. I was also
shackled. The vehicle drove for about an hour before it stopped at Ofer prison, near Ramallah.

7.

At Ofer I was immediately taken for a security check and I was strip searched. I was then
given prison clothes and taken into Section 11 where I was put with adult prisoners. I spent
most of my sentence in Section 11. I was only taken to Section 13 where I was put with
children one month before I was released.

8.

Two days after my arrival at Ofer I was taken to the military court. A lawyer was in the
military court to represent me. My parents were not there. The hearing was adjourned. My
parents attended the second hearing in addition to the lawyer. The judge wanted to put me in
prison for six months but my lawyer objected. The hearing was adjourned. I had six court
hearings.

9.

In the end my lawyer convinced the court to give me four months in prison instead of the
requested six months. I also was given a suspended sentence for nine months valid for two
years and a fine of 2,000 shekels which my family paid. I was released from prison on 26 June
2014, before my sentence was supposed to end. That is why nobody from my family was
waiting for me outside prison. I took a taxi and went home by myself. My parents paid the
driver when I arrived home.

Testimony 78
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

J.W.M.
13
12 March 2014
Beit Awwa, West Bank
Throwing Molotov cocktails
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Summary: On 12 March 2014, a 13-year-old boy from Beit Awwa, in the West Bank, is
detained by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing Molotov cocktails. He is released 19 hours
later.
1.

I was on a motorbike with a friend of mine at the entrance to our village near the Israeli
military watchtower. It was around 7:00 p.m. There were clashes going on between Israeli
soldiers and young men from the village. Four military jeeps entered the village and all the
young men and boys ran away except me. I didn’t run away because I didn’t do anything
wrong.

2.

One of the jeeps pulled over next to me and many soldiers jumped out. Two soldiers
approached and arrested me. They didn’t tell me why. They immediately took me into the
back of the jeep where I sat on a seat. The jeep drove for about two minutes and stopped right
by the watchtower. The soldiers took me out of the jeep and made me stand next to it. They
blindfolded me and tied my hands very painfully to the front with one plastic tie. They made
me sit on the ground for about two hours. It was a very cold evening. Some soldiers were
making fun of me, swearing at me and laughing.

3.

After two hours one of the soldiers put me in the back of a jeep and made me sit on the metal
floor. The jeep drove for about 30 minutes before arriving at Kiryat Arba settlement. I heard
the soldiers say it was Kiryat Arba. One of the soldiers took me to an open area where I sat in
the cold for about two hours. I was still painfully tied and blindfolded. Two hours later an
interrogator came and took me inside. He removed the blindfold and started to question me
without telling me about my right to silence. He didn’t tell me I had the right to see a lawyer
and to contact my family.

4.

The interrogator started by accusing me of throwing a Molotov cocktail at the military
watchtower. I denied the accusation and told him this was not true. The interrogation lasted for
about 90 minutes. The whole time the interrogator kept insisting that I threw a Molotov
cocktail at the watchtower and wanted me to confess. I asked him to bring the soldiers who
saw me throw the Molotov cocktail because I wanted to confront them. He never brought any
soldiers to testify against me. Just before the interrogation was over he asked me for my
father’s telephone number. He called my father and asked him to appoint a lawyer for me.

5.

After the interrogation I was taken for fingerprinting and photographing. Then I was taken into
a room with chairs, a mattress and a bathroom. The policeman allowed me to sleep. I wasn’t
given any food. I slept until around 5.00 a.m. when a policeman walked into the room and
woke me up for no reason. He banged at the door to wake me up and then left. I went back to
sleep until around 800 a.m. when the same interrogator took me back to the interrogation
room.

6.

This time the interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes and focused on the same accusation. I
continued to deny the accusation. The interrogator typed up my statement in Hebrew and
asked me to sign it after explaining to me what it said and that I denied the accusation. I signed
it. I was taken back to the room with the mattress.
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7.

At around 2.00 p.m. the interrogator told me I was going to be released. He also told me he
had contacted my father and asked him to come and pick me up. This was exactly what
happened. I walked out and found my father waiting for me. I arrived home at around 3.00
p.m. I was released without charge.

Testimony 79
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

H.H.D.
17
12 March 2014
Beit Fajjar, West Bank
Firing at a settlement

Summary: On 12 March 2014, a 17-year-old boy from Beit Fajjar in the West Bank is arrested
by Israeli soldiers and accused of shooting towards a settlement. He is released without charge
12 days later.
1.

I was walking in my village at around 7.00 p.m. when I was detained by Israeli soldiers. There
was nothing going on at the time and the soldiers were hiding behind a wall. One of the
soldiers shouted at me to stop. I stopped immediately and another soldier tied my hands to the
front with three plastic ties; one on each wrist and one connecting the two. The soldiers were
yelling at me in Hebrew and I think they asked me why I was throwing stones. I told them in
Arabic I don’t throw stones.

2.

Five minutes later a military jeep showed up and the soldiers pushed me into the back and
made me sit on the metal floor. I was then blindfolded. The jeep drove for about five minutes
before it stopped at the police station in Etzion settlement.

3.

Once we arrived at Etzion I was made to stand outside in the rain. I stood in the rain for about
15 minutes before I was led inside. My blindfold was then removed and I saw an interrogator
who was dressed in civilian clothes sitting behind a desk. I sat on a chair opposite the
interrogator and remained tied. I was alone in the room with the interrogator. The interrogator
asked me for my name and wanted to know where I lived. He didn’t inform me of my right to
silence or the right to see a lawyer.

4.

Then the interrogator asked me why I fired gun shots at the settlement. I told him I didn’t fire
gun shots at anyone and that I was walking in my village by myself. Then he asked me for my
age and wanted to know what my father did for a living. He was writing my answers on a
piece of paper. He asked me again why I fired gun shots at the settlement and again I told him
I didn’t fire gun shots at anyone. Then he told me that if I didn’t confess I was going to spend
a long time in prison and that he was going to put me in solitary confinement. I told him I had
nothing to confess to. Then he took my telephone and started to look at the numbers. The
interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes. In the end a soldier entered the room and
blindfolded me and led me outside. It was still raining.
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5.

Once outside I was put in the back of a jeep and made me sit on the floor, tied and blindfolded.
The jeep drove for about an hour and then the soldiers took me to a room where they removed
the blindfold. There was a policeman in the room. I asked him where I was and he told me I
was at the police station in Kiryat Arba settlement. The policeman turned a tape recorder on
and showed me on his computer screen a statement informing me of my right to silence and
the right to consult with a lawyer. He asked me for my father’s telephone number and called
him and made me speak to my father to tell him I was at Kiryat Arba and to ask him to appoint
a lawyer for me. He then immediately started to interrogate me.

6.

He started by accusing me of firing gun shots at the settlement. I denied the accusation and
told him I wasn’t even close to the settlement. The interrogator claimed that the CCTV camera
near the settlement filmed me approaching the settlement. I asked him to show me the film. He
said he would do so later but he never did. I think he was trying to trick me. The interrogation
lasted for about an hour. He didn’t beat me or threaten me. In the end he asked me to sign the
statement written in Hebrew. He verbally translated it and I agreed to sign it after I realised it
said that I denied the accusation. Then I was taken for fingerprinting and photographing. I was
then taken back to a jeep where I was blindfolded and made me sit on the metal floor.

7.

The jeep drove for about an hour before it stopped. My blindfold was removed and I realized I
was back at Etzion settlement. One of the soldiers took me to a prison cell. At first I stayed for
about 15 minutes in a cell with adults before a soldier took me into another room where I was
by myself. I didn’t ask to use the bathroom and I wasn’t hungry. The following morning I was
woken at 7.00 a.m. and givena prison uniform. Thirty minutes later the soldier came back with
my clothes and told me to change back into them. Then I was handcuffed, shackled and
blindfolded and put into a vehicle where I waited for 30 minutes. Somebody turned up the air
conditioner even though it was a cold day. I felt very cold. When the vehicle started to move
the air conditioner was switched off. We drove from around 9.30 a.m. until 5.00 p.m. At times
I felt as though we were going around in circles. When we finally arrived I found out I was at
Ofer prison, near Ramallah.

8.

On arrival at Ofer prison I was immediately taken to a prison cell where I remained until
around midnight. I wasn’t given any food or drink and I wasn’t allowed to use a bathroom.
Then a soldier searched me thoroughly. He asked me to take off my clothes but to keep my
underwear on. He made me crouch up and down a couple of times. Then I was given prison
clothes and taken to Section 13 where there were other youths. On Sunday, 16 March, I was
taken to Ofer military court. My parents were not there. A lawyer was there who told me he
was representing me. There was no discussion in court and the hearing was adjourned until
Tuesday, 18 March.

9.

On Monday, 17 March, a soldier took me out of the prison cell, shackled, handcuffed and
blindfolded me. I was taken to a car which drove for about five minutes. When it stopped I
was taken out of the vehicle and into an interrogation room. The interrogator removed the
blindfold but kept me shackled and handcuffed. I think he was from the Shin Bet security
services. He was in civilian clothes and spoke fluent Arabic. I was with him by myself. He
asked me the same questions as the other two interrogators and accused me of shooting at a
settlement. I denied the accusation. The interrogator wrote what I told him and there was a
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camera in the room. After the interrogation I was fingerprinted and photographed again. Thirty
minutes later I was taken back to Ofer prison.
10.

On Tuesday, 18 March, I was taken back to the military court. My parents were not there and
another lawyer was there to represent me. In court I denied the accusation and the hearing was
adjourned until the following Sunday.

11.

On Sunday, 23 March, soldiers took me back to the military court where I remained in the
waiting room until around 1.00 p.m. Then I was taken back to prison without going to inside
the court. When I asked why I was told that I had been taken to court by mistake. On the same
day, at around 6.00 p.m. a soldier came to tell me I was going to be released. I didn’t
understand why. An hour later I was taken outside the prison where my father was waiting for
me. My father told me the lawyer was able to convince the court that I was innocent and that
there was not enough evidence to convict me. I arrived home at around 9.00 p.m., 12 days
after my arrest.

Testimony 80
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.D.A.
13
16 March 2014
Deir Nidham, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 16 March 2014, a 13-year-old boy from Deir Nidham, in the West Bank, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was walking to my grandparent’s home after school at around 1.15 p.m. As usual, I picked
my younger brother (5) up from kindergarten and went to the shop to buy some sweets. As I
was walking outside the shop I saw five Israeli soldiers on foot and a military jeep. Suddenly,
and without any reason, the soldiers attacked me. One of them kicked me on the leg, another
slapped me on the face and a third one grabbed me by the arm and shook me. My younger
brother was terrified and started to cry. I then lost sight of him and didn’t know where he
went.

2.

The soldiers started to shout at me and asked for the names of boys who throw stones. They
pushed my back against the wall and caused me a lot of pain. The shopkeeper tried to rescue
me but was beaten up too. Five other soldiers showed up and started to push me and dragged
me into the back of the jeep and made me sit on a seat. They painfully tied my hands to the
front with one plastic tie. The tie caused me a lot of pain. Young men and boys who were in
the area and saw how I was arrested for no reason started to throw stones at the jeep I was in.
The whole thing was very frightening.
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3.

The jeep drove away towards the valley and then to the military camp near our village. The
jeep arrived at the camp a few minutes later and the soldiers pulled me out and immediately
started to beat me. They pushed me to the ground and caused me a lot of pain. Then they
pushed me against a wall and an interrogator examined my hands to see if I had been throwing
stones. It was a cold and rainy day. A soldier then blindfolded me and took me to the
interrogation room.

4.

The interrogator started to talk to me while I was still blindfolded and tied and didn’t tell me
about my rights. He asked me if I threw stones. I told him I was going home from school with
my younger brother. He then asked me for the names of other boys who throw stones or
prepare Molotov cocktails. I told him I didn’t know anyone who involved and that I wasn’t
involved in things like this. Then he claimed he had received a message that soldiers had seen
me in the neighbouring village of An Nabi Saleh throwing stones the day before and that there
photographs of me. I continued to deny the accusation and challenged him to show me the
photos.

5.

He got very angry and started to shout at me telling me to confess. He started to yell at me in
Hebrew. He told me if I confessed he wouldn’t beat me but if I continued to deny the
accusation he would beat me. I denied the accusation and refused to confess to something I
hadn’t done. He slapped me on my face and the back of my head and hit me on my leg. I was
scared as this was my first such experience. I had no idea what to expect. Then he asked me
about my family’s financial situation and about the friends I hang out with. When I refused to
give him the names of my friends he slapped me and left the room.

6.

Shortly afterwards a soldier took me out of the room and started to make fun of me as I
bumped into things because I was blindfolded and couldn’t see. Then I was taken to another
room where I heard the voices of other boys. The interrogator then told me my friends had
provided confessions against me and that he was going to send them home. He told me to
provide a confession against them so that he could send me home. I refused to provide a
confession and continued to deny the accusation. This went on for nearly four hours. During
this time I asked to drink some water and they gave me some but would not allow me to use
the toilet.

7.

In the end they carried me to the jeep and put me on a seat. Another boy sat next to me. The
boy noticed that I was shivering and asked the soldiers for a blanket. They gave me a blanket,
removed the blindfold and asked me if everything was ok. I asked to go to the bathroom but
they didn’t respond. I sat in the jeep for about an hour. When I asked what was happening I
heard someone say they were going to take us to the nearby Israeli settlement of Halamish.

8.

The jeep drove away and stopped at Atara checkpoint. They let us off and handed us over to
the Palestinian police. It was 10:30 p.m. The Palestinian police took us to the police station in
Ramallah. They told us they wanted to take some information and to call our parents. My
father arranged for a taxi to pick me up and I arrived home after 11.00 p.m.

128
Testimony 81
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

I.S.T.
15
16 March 2014
Deir Nidham, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 16 March 2014, a 15-year-old boy from Deir Nidham village, in the West Bank,
is arrested by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones. He is released about 11 hours
later without charge.
1.

I had just finished school and was walking to the shop to buy some sweets on my way home
when four Israeli soldiers approached yelled at me in Hebrew for no reason. One of the
soldiers grabbed me by the neck and banged my head against the wall. He said to me “come
here, you throw stones don’t you?” The soldiers took me to a waiting military jeep and pushed
me into the back and made me sit on a seat. Then another soldier grabbed me and pushed me
down to the metal floor and kicked me. The jeep drove for about 15 minutes before it stopped
at the nearby Israeli military camp. They took me out of the jeep and one soldier pushed me
against a wall, told me to lift my hands up and banged my head against the wall. I suffered a
big bruise.”

2.

Then I was taken somewhere else within the camp. I lost my slippers on the way because of all
the pushing. It was a cold rainy day. I was taken inside a room where a soldier asked me if I
throw stones. I told him I didn’t throw stones. Then he asked me whether I knew anyone who
throws stones and I told him I didn’t. He didn’t tell me anything about my right to silence or
my right to see a lawyer. This questioning lasted for about five minutes. Then a soldier
searched me and another one asked me for my name. Then I was blindfolded and my hands
painfully tied to the front with one plastic tie. I told the soldier the tie was painful but he told
me to shut up. Then I was taken to another room.

3.

A short time later an interrogator came and asked me who throws stones at the soldiers. He
didn’t ask me whether I threw stones, he just wanted me to tell him about others. When I told
him I didn’t know anyone who throws stones he got very angry and slapped me on the face.
Then he repeated the same question. He told me I was a liar when again I told him I didn’t
know anyone who throws stones. He told me I had five minutes to give him names of other
boys and if I didn’t he was going to send me to prison. He also threatened to hit me hard and
to electrocute me if I didn’t give him at least two names. He told me he was going to beat me
and send me to Ofer prison. This lasted for about 20 minutes. Then I was taken to another
room.

4.

About 10 minutes later I was taken to another interrogator. He immediately wanted me to tell
him who throws stones. When I told him I didn’t know he slapped me on the face. He didn’t
say anything about my right to silence or my right to see a lawyer.

5.

Then I was taken to a third interrogator. This one wanted me to tell him who throws stones in
the nearby village of An Nabi Saleh. When I told him I didn’t know anyone from An Nabi
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Saleh he slapped me. He told me that people from my village coordinate with people from An
Nabi Saleh. He wanted to know when the last time I was in An Nabi Saleh. I told him I was
there two months ago when I went to a wedding party. He asked me if anyone from An Nabi
Saleh spoke about soldiers. I told him they only spoke about the party.
6.

Then he asked me when the last time I was in the village of Deir Abu Mash’al. I told him it
was a long time ago when I used to accompany my father who had a barber’s shop in the
village. He wanted to know what people in the village talked to my father about while they
had their hair cut. He asked me if people talked about the soldiers and when I told him they
didn’t he slapped me and repeated the question again. Then he wanted to know who throws
Molotov cocktails in Deir Abu Mish’al. I told him I didn’t know anyone from that village.
Then he took me to a fourth interrogator, still within the same military camp.

7.

The fourth interrogator asked me the same questions. He slapped me twice. He wanted to
know who the trouble makers are in Deir Nidham. He didn’t say anything about my right to
silence or my right to see a lawyer. I was kept waiting in the room for a while. Then the
interrogator asked me if I needed a blanket. I told him I needed a pair of socks because I lost
my slippers on the way. Then he showed me pictures from An Nabi Saleh. I told him I didn’t
know any of the people in the pictures.

8.

Then I was taken in a jeep and dropped at Atara checkpoint at around midnight. I waited for a
short while before the Palestinian police arrived and took me home. I arrived home at around
12.30 a.m. It was a tough experience. I am now scared when I see soldiers in the village. I
don’t want to go through the same experience ever again.

Testimony 82
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

K.T.
13
17 March 2014
Beit Fajjar, West Bank
Setting fire to tyres

Summary: On 17 March 2014, a 13-year-old boy from Beit Fajjar, in the West Bank, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers and accused of setting fire to tyres.
1.

I was going for a walk with my friend in the afternoon at around 3.00 p.m. when suddenly we
saw about four Israeli military vehicles in the area. My friend and I started to run away
because we got scared. About 10 soldiers got out of the vehicles and started to run after us. We
ran into the village and the soldiers kept chasing us. Then they started to shout at us ordering
us to stop. They aimed their weapons at us which scared me and I decided to stop.

2.

One soldier grabbed me by the arm and took me into the vehicle. He made me sit on the seat.
Five minutes later the vehicle drove towards the police station in Etzion settlement. The drive
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took about five minutes. When we arrived the soldiers tied my hands to the front with three
plastic ties; one around each wrist and one connecting the two. They immediately took me to
the interrogation room.
3.

A policeman was sitting in the room and I was with him by myself. He spoke fluent Arabic
and started to interrogate me while I was still tied. He turned a tape recorder on and asked me
what I was doing on the street. When I refused to answer his question he told me I had to
speak or else he would send me to prison. He told me whatever I tell him was going to be used
in court and that I had to tell the truth. He didn’t inform me of any other rights. He asked me
for my father’s number but I didn’t have it memorized. Then he called a lawyer and gave him
my name and asked him to tell my parents I was under arrest at Etzion police station.

4.

The interrogator accused me of setting tyres on fire. I denied the accusation. He repeated the
accusation again and I denied it. During the interrogation, which lasted for about half-an-hour,
I asked to go to the bathroom and he allowed me. Then he printed out a document written in
Hebrew and asked me to sign it. He convinced me that the document contained what I said and
nothing else. In the end I signed it. Then he took my photograph and my fingerprints and a
soldier took me to a doctor for a medical examination.

5.

The soldier removed the hand ties and I was given a paper with a list of medical questions
written in Arabic. I told the doctor I had problems with my digestive system and with my
urinary track system and that I needed to see a doctor once a week. I don’t think the doctor
understood what I told him. Then I was searched and taken to a prison cell. I found my friend
in the cell and realised he had been arrested too. My friend and I were not given any food and
the two of us just went to sleep.

6.

The next day, 18 March, at around 7.00 a.m., soldiers brought us some food. Then at around
10.00 a.m. we were put in a troop carrier and told we were going to be taken to another prison.
I was handcuffed and shackled. I was also blindfolded. The vehicle drove for about an hour
before it stopped and the soldiers got us out. They removed my blindfold and I saw a sign
indicating we were at Al Mascobiyya interrogation centre in Jerusalem. I was searched and
taken to a prison cell with other boys my age. Most of the boys were from Jerusalem.

7.

The following day, 19 March, soldiers came in the morning and told me they were going to
take me to Ofer military court. I was handcuffed and shackled and taken in a vehicle which
drove for about an hour. When we arrived at Ofer I was immediately taken into the court. In
court I saw a lawyer for the first time who told me he was representing me. My parents were
not in court. The court hearing was adjourned until Sunday, 23 March, and I was taken back to
Al-Mascobiyeh.

8.

On Sunday I was taken back to Ofer military court. This time the lawyer and my father were
there. He was a different lawyer. My mother was there too. She spoke to the lawyer about my
health condition and she gave him my medical reports. The lawyer was able to convince the
judge to release me. He presented a plea bargain whereby my family would pay a fine of 500
Shekels and I would confess to setting rubber tyres on fire in return for my release. The
bargain also included a suspended sentence of two months valid for one year. I accepted the
plea bargain. My father didn’t have enough money on him so I was taken back to prison.
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9.

The following day, Monday, 24 March 2014, my father paid the fine and I was taken in a
police car to the bus station in Jerusalem. The bus driver gave me and my friend a lift to
Bethlehem for free. We explained to him our situation. I went with my friend to my relatives’
house in Bethlehem and they ordered a taxi for us which took us home to the village. When I
got home I found out that my father was waiting at Ofer prison thinking I was going to be
released from there. Nobody told him I was going to be released from Al-Mascobiyeh in
Jerusalem.

Testimony 83
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

H.R.T
15
17 March 2014
Beit Fajjar, West Bank
Setting fire to tyres

Summary: On 17 March 2014, a 15-year-old boy from Beit Fajjar, in the West Bank,is
arrested by Israeli soldiers and accused of setting fire to tyres.
1.

I was playing in the village with my friends when all of a sudden a number of Israeli military
jeeps appeared out of nowhere. Some boys started to throw stones at them and my friends and
I ran away. When the soldiers saw us running they followed us in the jeeps. We ran for about
300 meters before soldiers got out of the jeeps and ran after us. Then they aimed their guns at
us and shouted in Arabic ordering us to stop. I was scared so I stopped.

2.

Four soldiers surrounded me and I was immediately arrested. One of the soldiers grabbed me
by the arm and put me in the back of the jeep and made me sit on the metal floor. They tied
my hands to the front with three plastic ties. Once inside the jeep a soldier started to beat me.
He punched and slapped me but didn’t cause me much pain.

3.

The jeep drove for about 10 minutes before it arrived at Etzion settlement. As soon as we
arrived I was taken to a room where an interrogator in civilian clothes was sitting. He spoke
fluent Arabic. He didn’t inform me of my right to silence or my right to see a lawyer. The
hand ties were removed and the interrogator started by accusing me of setting fire to tyres. I
denied the accusation and told him I was playing with my friends. The interrogator threatened
that if I didn’t tell him the truth he was going to smash my head. He had a tape recorder and
recorded what I was telling him. I was alone in the room with him.

4.

Again he accused me of setting tyres on fire and again I denied the accusation. He then asked
me for names of people who were throwing stones. I told him I didn’t know any of them. Then
he asked me for my father’s telephone number. I told him I didn’t know the number by heart.
Then I heard him give my name to someone and told him to inform my parents I was at the
police station in Etzion.
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5.

The interrogation lasted for about an hour and in the end the interrogator showed me a
document written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I signed it even though I didn’t
understand its contents. The interrogator then took me for my photograph and my fingerprints
to be taken. I was also given a medical examination where the doctor asked me if I had any
illnesses or allergies. Then I was taken to a prison cell. There was another boy from my village
in the cell. We spent the night together in the cell.

6.

In the morning I was taken to Al Mascobiyya interrogation centre in Jerusalem. I don’t know
why I was taken there. On the way to Al Mascobiyya I was handcuffed, shackled and
blindfolded. There was another boy in the vehicle with me. The journey took about an hour
and we arrived at Al Mascobiyya at around 10.30 a.m. I was taken out of the vehicle and put
in a waiting room. The other boy was also with me. They removed the blindfold but kept the
shackles and handcuffs on. An Israeli policeman then walked into the room and beat the hell
out of me and the other boy. He kicked and slapped us very hard. Then we were taken to a
prison cell where we stayed with other boys our age. The other boys were mostly from
Jerusalem.

7.

On Thursday, 20 March, soldiers came and told me they were taking me and the other boy to
Ofer military court. We were handcuffed and shackled for the journey. When we arrived at
Ofer we were immediately taken into court where they removed the handcuffs. My parents
were not in court because they were not informed. A lawyer was there who said he was going
to represent me. The hearing was adjourned for three days and I was taken back to AlMascobiyeh together with the other boy. On Sunday morning, 23 March, we were once again
taken to Ofer military court. This time my father was there together with the lawyer. The
lawyer proposed a plea bargain to the court where I would confess to the charge, pay a fine of
1,000 Shekels and be released. My father and I accepted the bargain. After the hearing I was
taken back to Al-Mascobiyeh.

8.

On Monday, 24 March, my father paid the fine and I was released, eight days after my arrest.
A policeman drove me and the other boy to the bus station in Jerusalem. We didn’t have any
money on us so we explained to the bus driver our situation and he gave us a free lift to
Bethlehem. In Bethlehem we went to the other boy’s relatives who ordered a taxi which took
us home in the village. When I got home I found out that my parents had gone to Ofer prison
thinking I was going to be released from there. They waited until late at night before they gave
up. When they got home I was already there.

Testimony 84
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

W.M.L.
14
18 March 2014
Azzun, West Bank
Throwing stones
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Summary: On 18 March 2014, a 14-year-old boy from Azzun, in the West Bank, is arrested by
Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was arrested at around 8.30 p.m. near the Israeli settlement of Ma’ale Shomeron. Two Israeli
soldiers started to chase me. I tried to run away but couldn’t run fast enough and the soldiers
caught me. First they wanted to know what I was doing in the area near the settlement. I didn’t
give them an answer. Then they put me into the back of a jeep. After a short time the soldiers
took me out of the jeep and one soldier hit me on my leg with the back of his gun. He did it in
a way to force me to kneel down. Another soldier tied my hands to the front with three plastic
ties: one on each wrist and a third one connecting the two. The ties were not painful.

2.

I remained on the ground for about an hour after which I was put back into the jeep and made
to sit on the floor. Two soldiers got into the back of the jeep with me and started to question
me. They wanted to know about other boys in my village and whether I knew them. They also
wanted to know who throws stones. I told him I didn’t know anyone who throws stones from
our village and I don’t mix with such boys.

3.

I remained in the jeep for about half-an-hour. The jeep then drove away to a nearby Israeli
settlement. I was left in a courtyard where I sat on a chair. It was a cold day. I was blindfolded
and kept on the chair for about two hours. I was permitted to use the bathroom and a soldier
also brought me some water. After two hours I was put back in the jeep and taken to the police
station in Ariel settlement. On arrival at Ariel my blindfold was removed but I was kept tied. I
was left in a corridor for about one hour before being taken for interrogation.

4.

The interrogator wore an Israeli police uniform. I sat on a chair in front of him. We were alone
together. Before the interrogation started he told me I had the right to remain silent and the
right to see a lawyer. I couldn’t call a lawyer because I didn’t know one and I forgot my
parents’ telephone number. The interrogator accused me of throwing stones at the settlement.
Then he wanted to know who gave me money to go and throw stones. I told him I never
received money from anyone and I didn’t throw stones. The interrogation lasted for more than
an hour.

5.

In the end the interrogator swore to God that he was going to release me if I told him the truth.
I believed him and so told him I was near the settlement throwing stones. He did not release
me when I confessed. I then realized that he lied to me. The interrogator printed out my
statement in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I refused to sign because there were blank pages
and I was worried he would later add more accusations.

6.

After the interrogation I was photographed and fingerprinted. I was allowed to use the
bathroom and to drink some water. I was then blindfolded and taken back to the jeep which
drove for about half-an-hour to Huwwara military base. On arrival at Huwwara I was strip
searched. A soldier asked me to crouch up and down a couple of times while I was naked.
Then he took me to a room with other detainees my age. I stayed in Huwwara one night.

134
7.

The following morning I was taken in a vehicle to Meggido prison inside Israeli. The trip took
about one hour. On arrival at Meggido I was strip searched again. I was then given prison
clothes and taken to the section with other children.

8.

One or two days later a soldier came to tell me I had a military court hearing at Salem. I was
shackled and handcuffed and taken in a vehicle for about half-an-hour to the military court. A
lawyer was in the military court to represent me. The hearing was adjourned. My parents did
not attend any of the hearings but my lawyer kept them informed. I had more than three
hearings and a charge sheet was presented. I don’t remember what the main charge was but I
was sentenced to two months in prison and fined 1,000 shekels. My parents did not pay the
fine because they couldn’t afford it. Instead, I spent an extra month in prison. I was also given
a six month suspended sentence for four years. I spent my entire prison sentence in Meggido.”

9.

In prison I was allowed to study Arabic, mathematics and science. My parents did not visit me
in prison. The main problem in prison was when I was taken to the military court the soldiers
wouldn’t allow me to use the bathroom to begin with. When they did, they did not allow me to
shut the bathroom door behind me. Once a soldier pushed me and I nearly fell down because
he claimed I was too slow. In prison the soldiers spoke to us in Hebrew and we couldn’t
understand what they wanted us to do. They shouted at us when we didn’t understand. I was
released at Salem checkpoint on 3 June 2014. My brother was waiting for me and he took me
home.

Testimony 85
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

N.A.
16
19 March 2014
Deir Nidham, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 19 March 2014, a 16-year-old boy from Deir Nidham village, in the West
Bank, is arrested by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones. He is released 10 hours
later without charge.
1.

It was the half-term holiday and two of my friends and I went for a long walk around the
village at around noon on 19 March 2014. We wanted to enjoy the spring weather and to take
some pictures together. When we got to the main road by the natural spring in the valley a blue
settler car went by. The settler sitting in the front passenger seat stuck his head out of the
window and pointed a gun at us. We were terrified and in complete shock as we did nothing to
provoke the settler. I have no idea what went on in his mind.

2.

We turned and started walking back to the village. When we got to the entrance to our village
we were stopped by a group of Israeli soldiers. I think the guard of the settlement was also
there. They ordered us to stand aside and didn’t allow us to continue. Minutes later an army
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jeep and a troop carrier arrived at the scene. There were no clashes at the time and no one was
throwing stones.
3.

The commander started to question us. He started by accusing us of throwing stones at the
settler car. We denied the accusation and told him we didn’t throw any stones at anyone. Then
he ordered us one by one into the jeep for more interrogation. When it was my turn to be
interrogated the commander started by accusing me of throwing stones at the settler. At first
he was calm and polite and urged me to tell him everything. When I asked what he wanted me
to tell him he said he wanted me to say I threw stones at the settler car. He then wanted to
know why my friends and I were in the area. I explained to him we lived in the village and
were just enjoying a walk in the valley and taking pictures of each other. He didn’t believe me
and accused us of laying an ambush for the settler. He claimed the settler had told him we
threw stones at him. He also claimed that he had photographs of us throwing stones. I
challenged him and told him to bring the settler and to show us the photographs. He told me it
wasn’t my business to see the photographs.

4.

He then started to shout at me and threatened to arrest me in the middle of the night if I didn’t
confess. He told me I had two choices: either I tell him I threw stones at the settler car or face
imprisonment. I told the commander that he must have lost his mind to think that someone
would throw stones at settlers and walk back home on the main road. He got very upset
because I implied he was stupid. He told me that what I had just said was enough to
incriminate me. He then pulled out a tape recorder from his pocked and played back my voice.

5.

The interrogation inside the jeep lasted for about 20 minutes. The commander then called one
of my friends and asked to have a look at the pictures on his iPhone. All the pictures were of
us. Then they put me and my friends in the troop carrier and took us to the Israeli military
watch tower at the entrance to the nearby Palestinian village of An Nabi Saleh. There they
blindfolded me and tied my hands behind my back with one plastic tie. The tie got tighter and
painful as I moved my wrists. They made me sit on a rock outside the watchtower. The
soldiers kept going back and forth into the watchtower because there were clashes in An Nabi
Saleh and other soldiers were firing tear gas. The soldiers near the watch tower went inside
each time there was the smell of tear gas.

6.

Then I was interrogated again by another interrogator inside the watch tower. I was still
blindfolded. He tied me to a chair with a rope. He cocked his gun and made other terrifying
sounds with metal chains and an electric taser. I could see the electric sparks from under my
blindfold. I wasn’t that scared when he cocked his gun because I knew he wasn’t going to
shoot me, but I was very scared when I saw the sparks and heard the taser and the metal
chains. He didn’t tell me I had the right to silence and the right to see a lawyer.

7.

At one point the interrogator stood up and put his hand on my shoulder and greeted me. When
I greeted him back he shouted at me and told me to shut up. Then he asked me if I threw
stones but I didn’t answer his question. I was scared. He shouted at me again and told me to
answer his question because he was talking to me. I told him I didn’t throw stones. He then
pinched my chest and hit me hard on my neck. The interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes
during which time he kept coming and going. They allowed me to use the bathroom but kept
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me blindfolded. The soldier who took me told me there were steps ahead but he was lying to
me. He just wanted to have fun.
8.

I was then taken outside the watch tower where I stayed in the cold for about five hours. I
wasn’t given any food or drink. I was released at around 10.30 p.m. without any further
proceedings. I wasn’t shown any documents to sign and I didn’t speak to a lawyer. When I got
home my father told me that when he went to look for me at the watchtower he was told I had
been taken to Halamish settlement. When he went to Halamish he was told I was taken to
Binyamin settlement. They kept sending him from one place to another and didn’t give him
accurate information. He also told me people from the village went looking for us in the fields,
thinking we may have been abandoned there. This experience has made me scared of soldiers.
When I see soldiers around I go in the opposite direction.

Testimony 86
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.M.H.
14
1 April 2014
Aida refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 1 April 2014, a 14-year-old boy from the Aida refugee camp in the West Bank is
arrested by Israeli soldiers during clashes in the camp.
1.

I was arrested on the street at around 5.00 p.m. There were clashes in the camp and I was in
the area. At one point during the clashes Israeli soldiers started to chase the young men and
boys and I ran away. Soldiers chased me and caught me about 100 meters away from where I
was standing. They immediately took me to the military watchtower where they tied my hands
to the front with one plastic tie. The tie wasn’t too tight.

2.

About 10 minutes later soldiers put me into the back of a jeep and made me sit on the seat. The
jeep drove for about one kilometer and the soldiers swore at me during the journey. One of the
soldiers pushed me against the metal frame in the jeep. When the jeep stopped soldiers took
me into a shipping container and made me sit on a chair for about three hours. During this time
the soldiers did not allow me to use the bathroom.

3.

About three hours later soldiers removed the plastic tie and replaced it with metal handcuffs
behind my back. They took me into the back of a jeep and made me sit on the metal floor. The
jeep drove for about 30 minutes before it stopped. I was told I was at Atarot police station.
They took me into a shipping container and made me sit on a chair. I was still handcuffed. I
remained in the shipping container for about two hours.

4.

At around 1.30 a.m. I was taken to the interrogation room. I was in the room with the
interrogator by myself. He was wearing civilian clothes and I was still handcuffed. The
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interrogator had a tape recorder on his desk. He asked me for my father’s number and called
him to get my details. He then realised I was young. He told me because of my age, my father
needed to be in the interrogation. He called my father again and told him a military vehicle
was going to pick him up at the Bethlehem checkpoint.
5.

The interrogator then asked me some personal questions and took me back to the shipping
container where I waited for another hour before the interrogator came back with my father. I
was taken to the interrogation room and my father was allowed to attend the interrogation. The
interrogator started by telling me I had the right to remain silent and that I had the right to
consult with a lawyer. He then told me I was accused of throwing stones. I denied the
accusation. The interrogator then wanted to know why I had a sling shot in my possession. I
told him I was holding the sling shot but didn’t use it. The interrogation lasted for about 40
minutes. In the end the interrogator asked me to sign a document written in Hebrew. The
interrogator verbally translated the document and I agreed to sign it.

6.

After the interrogation my father was taken back to the Bethlehem checkpoint and I was taken
back to the shipping container. Thirty minutes later I was taken back to the jeep. I was still
handcuffed. I was then taken to Ofer prison. At Ofer I was given a security check. Soldiers
asked me to take off my clothes and to remain in my underwear. I was then given prison
clothes and taken to Section 13 with other children.

7.

On Thursday, 3 April, I was taken to the military court. A lawyer was there to represent me.
My father was also there. The lawyer was able to convince the court to release me on bail
pending the next court hearing. The court agreed and I was released on bail. My father had to
pay 1,000 shekels. I was released on the same day at around 7.00 p.m. My father and I arrived
home at around 9.00 p.m. I was assigned a court hearing on 31 July 2014.

Testimony 87
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.H.
16
3 April 2014
Al Fawwar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 3 April 2014, a 16-year-old boy from the Al Fawwar refugee camp, in the West
Bank, is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2:00 a.m.
1.

I was arrested from home at 2.00 a.m. A large number of Israeli soldiers surrounded our house
and banged forcefully at our front door. My father opened the door and about 10 fully armed
soldiers entered the house. I think there was an intelligence officer among them. The
commander asked my father to wake up my siblings. I was up by then. Then he asked my
father for me by name and my father pointed at me. The commander told my father they were
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going to arrest me. When my father asked for the reason, the commander told him I was
accused of throwing stones at soldiers and settlers.
2.

The commander gave my father a document and asked him to sign it but my father refused and
objected to my arrest. The commander then signed the document himself. Then the
commander asked me to get dressed. Two soldiers took me outside the house and immediately
tied my hands to the front with one plastic tie, which was painful. I did not object for fear that
they might beat me if I did.

3.

The soldiers then escorted me for about 500 meters towards the Israeli military watchtower on
Route 60. As soon as we got there I was blindfolded and made me sit on the ground. It was a
cold and rainy night. They also cut off the plastic tie and tied my hands to the back with
another plastic tie. This time it wasn’t as tight. While sitting on the ground a soldier punched
me in the back.

4.

About one hour later, at around 3.30 a.m., one of the soldiers put me into the back of a jeep
and made me sit on the metal floor. The jeep drove away for about five minutes and I thing we
were at the Israeli settlement of Haggai. Soldiers took me out of the jeep and made me wait
outside for about 30 minutes.

5.

Then I was taken inside for a medical checkup. A soldier removed the tie and the blindfold
and the doctor gave me a quick checkup. He asked me if I suffered from any illnesses or
allergies. After the examination I was blindfolded and tied to the front with one plastic tie. I
was taken back into the jeep. They made me sit on the metal floor of the jeep again. The jeep
drove away for about 30 minutes before it stopped. The soldiers then put me in a shipping
container. One of the soldiers remained with me and I sat on the floor. I was still tied and
blindfolded. I remained there for about two hours.

6.

At around 9.00 a.m. an Israeli policeman removed the blindfold and took me to the
interrogation room. I asked the policeman to tell me where I was and he said I was at Kiryat
Arba police station. The interrogator did not tell me I had the right to silence or the right to
consult with a lawyer. He asked me for my father’s telephone number. I was still tied during
the interrogation. I don’t recall whether there was a camera or a tape recorder in the room. The
interrogator started by accusing me of throwing stones at soldiers near Route 60. I denied the
accusation. He insisted that I did and repeated the same accusation. Again, I denied the
accusation. Then he told me other boys who were arrested from the camp testified against me.
I asked him to name the boys. He named one boy from the camp whom I knew. I asked the
interrogator to bring that boy so that I could confront him but the interrogator told me he
wasn’t going to bring the boy and that a military court was going to decide what to do with
me.

7.

At the end of the questioning the interrogator printed out my statement in Hebrew and asked
me to sign it. I refused to sign and told him I wanted to understand what exactly it said. The
interrogator verbally translated it for me and I signed it. The interrogation lasted for about one
hour. In the end he asked me whether I was hungry and brought me some food. Then he took
me to be photographed and fingerprinted. Then I was taken back to the shipping container
where I remained until around 10.00 a.m.
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8.

At around 10:00 a.m. a soldier shackled and handcuffed me and took me to the back of a
vehicle. The vehicle drove for about 30 minutes before it stopped at Etzion police station. The
vehicle stopped at the entrance for nearly 30 minutes and then drove away. One hour later the
vehicle arrived at Ofer prison, near Ramallah. We arrived at around noon. On arrival I was
given a security check and had to strip down to my underwear. I was then given prison clothes
and taken to Section 13.

9.

The following morning a soldier told me they were going to take me to the military court. I
waited in the court waiting room until around 10.00 a.m. Then I was taken inside the
courtroom. My parents were not there because they were not informed but a lawyer was there
who told me he was representing me. The court hearing was adjourned until Sunday.

10.

On Sunday I was taken to court again. This time my father was there in addition to the lawyer.
I was allowed to talk to my father across the courtroom. My lawyer asked for my release but
the judge refused and the hearing was adjourned. I had three other court hearings and on the
last one the court decided to release me on bail. My lawyer told me I would be summoned to
court again if necessary. I don’t know if a date had been fixed or not. I was released on 26
May 2014. My father was waiting for me outside prison and I went home with him.

Testimony 88
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.A.T.
16
7 April 2014
Al ‘Arrub refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 7 April 2014, a 16-year-old boy from the Al 'Arrub refugee camp in the West
Bank is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2.00 a.m.
1.

It was 2.00 a.m when a group of Israeli soldiers entered our house and told my father to bring
all the family members to the living room. The commander asked us for our names. When I
told him my name he told me to get dressed because I was under arrest. He did not tell us the
reason for my arrest. The soldiers took me outside and my hands were tied behind my back
with three plastic ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. The ties caused me a lot
of pain. I was also blindfolded.

2.

The soldiers then led me through the camp to the centre where many Israeli military jeeps
were parked. I was made to stand next to another person who had been arrested. At one point a
soldier swore at me and the other detainee. I got very upset and shouted back at the soldier.
The soldier then beat me all over with the back of his gun. I was then put into the back of a
jeep where I sat on the metal floor. The jeep drove away and was speeding. I couldn’t sit
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upright because of the speed the jeep was driving at. I tried to hold on but a soldier hit me on
the hands to prevent me from doing so.
3.

The jeep drove for about 30 minutes before it stopped outside an Israeli police station in the
settlement of Kiryat Arba. It was around 4.00 a.m. I was led into a caravan together with the
other detainee. Two soldiers remained in the caravan to guard us. There were no seats so we
sat on the ground.

4.

When I fell asleep a soldier poured water on my face to wake me up. I was kept in the caravan
for nearly 16 hours, from around 4.00 a.m. until around 8.00 p.m. During this time I wasn’t
given any food although I had asked for some. Soldiers told us there wasn’t any food around.
There was no toilet in the caravan and when I asked the soldiers to use the bathroom they told
me to pee in my pants. I took advantage of the soldiers leaving the caravan and I peed in the
corner. When I asked for water a soldier gave me a glass of water and poured some coke in it.

5.

At around 8.00 p.m. I was taken out of the caravan and put into the back of a jeep. The jeep
drove for about 30 minutes before it stopped outside the police station in the settlement of
Etzion. I was made to sit on the ground next to the jeep for about 30 minutes before an
interrogator in civilian clothes took me for interrogation. He cut off the ties and removed the
blindfold and made me sit on a chair. He did not inform me of my right to silence. He
immediately started to laugh at me. He threatened to bring someone called Abu Ali to beat me
up. Then he told me to take off my clothes because he wanted to have sex with me. He then
started to interrogate me.

6.

He told me that on 13 March 2014, soldiers saw me shut the gate at the entrance to the camp
with the aim of throwing stones at the main road and to prevent soldiers from entering the
camp. I told him this wasn’t true and challenged him to provide the evidence for these claims.
He never provided me with any evidence. Then he accused me of throwing stones at settlers
near the camp. Half way through the interrogation he told me he was going to call a lawyer for
me to consult with. I told him there was no need for a lawyer because I hadn’t done anything
wrong and asked him to call my father to tell him I was in Etzion. The interrogator refused to
call my father.

7.

Then he sent me to another room where another interrogator in police uniform was sitting. The
policeman told me he was going to print out my statement for me to sign and continued to
interrogate me. He told me he wanted to hear the truth from me and that he was only interested
in the truth. He told me if I did indeed throw stones that I needed to be frank and tell him. I
told the policeman I didn’t throw stones at anyone and didn’t break the law. The interrogation
lasted for about four hours. He printed my statement in Hebrew, verbally translated it for me
and asked me to sign it. I refused to sign it.

8.

The policeman then took me to a caravan by the gate where I remained until around 4.00 p.m.
when he came back and told me they had decided to release me. I walked about two
kilometres back home.
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Testimony 89
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.H.H.
16
9 April 2014
Dura, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 9 April 2014, a 16-year-old boy from Dura is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 4.00
a.m. and accused of throwing stones. He spends 8 days in solitary confinement inside Israel.
1.

I was asleep on the front porch by the window when I was suddenly woken up by an Israeli
soldier. It was 4.00 a.m. The soldier took me inside to where my father was standing with
other soldiers. A masked man was also standing amongst the soldiers. The soldiers asked the
masked man whether I was the person they were looking for and the masked man nodded,
indicating yes. The masked man was a collaborator.

2.

A soldier then asked me for my identity card to make sure I was the intended person and they
told my father I was under arrest. I was told to get dressed and a soldier accompanied me to
the bedroom. They gave my father a document with details about my arrest and said I would
be taken for interrogation to the police station inside the settlement of Kiryat Arba.

3.

After I got dressed I was taken out of the house where I was tied to the front with three plastic
ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. The ties were painful. I was also
blindfolded and taken to the back of a jeep and put on the floor. The jeep drove for about an
hour before it stopped. I was then taken to a room and I found myself with a doctor who asked
me whether I smoked or drank alcohol or took drugs. One of the soldiers removed the
blindfold before I was taken to see the doctor.

4.

The doctor told me I was in Ashkelon prison, inside Israel. I was then put in a very small cell
where I could hardly fit myself in. I slept there for one night. The following morning an
interrogator came for me.

5.

The interrogator wore civilian clothes. He made me sit on a chair and immediately started to
interrogate me. He did not inform me of my right to silence or my right to see a lawyer. He
told me he wanted to know about the mine that had exploded in the village. I told him I had no
idea what he was talking about and that I didn’t know anything about the explosion.

6.

The interrogator was not convinced and made me stand in an awkward position against the
door. He asked me to face the door and to lift my hands up. He left me in this position for 30
minutes before resuming the interrogation. Each time he asked me the same questions about
the mine and I gave him the same answers. He made me stand up against the door three times,
each for around 30 minutes. The interrogation lasted for about four hours. The interrogator
also directed verbal abuse against my mother and sister.
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7.

When the interrogation was over I was put back in a very small cell measuring 2x1 metres.
There was a sink and a toilet in the cell and soldiers brought me food regularly. I was kept in
this cell for eight days in solitary confinement. During this time I was interrogated several
times. The interrogation method was similar each time. I was never informed of my rights.
The subsequent interrogations lasted for about 30 minutes. I think the objective was to collect
information about the explosion in the village.

8.

On the fourth day I appeared in a military court where my detention was extended for a week.
A lawyer was there to represent me.

9.

Eight days into my detention the interrogator told me that other young men had confessed
against me claiming I threw stones at soldiers. I asked the interrogator to confront me with
those young men but he told me he wasn’t going to do so. In the end I confessed to throwing
stones at soldiers on a number of occasions because I was afraid.

10.

After I confessed the interrogator took me to see a policeman who wrote my statement in
Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I refused to sign. I was then photographed and fingerprinted
and put in the back of a military vehicle after I was hand cuffed and shackled. This time I sat
on a seat. The vehicle drove for about two hours before arriving at Ofer prison, near Ramallah.
At Ofer I was strip searched and then given prison clothes and taken to Section 13.

11.

The following day I was taken to Ofer military court. A lawyer was there and so was my
father. The hearing was adjourned. I had three other hearings in the military court. On the last
hearing I was sentenced to five months in prison and was fined 1,000 shekels. This was as a
result of a plea bargain that my lawyer negotiated.

12.

A week later I was hand cuffed and shackled and taken in a military vehicle to Meggido prison
inside Israel. At Meggido I was strip searched and taken to the juvenile section where I served
the rest of my sentence. My parents paid the fine and my father was waiting for me at Salem
checkpoint when I was released on 25 August 2014. In prison I was allowed to study Hebrew
and English and my parents visited me once.

Testimony 90
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

S.S.A.
16
16 April 2014
Beit Ummar, West Bank
Throwing stones/ Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 16 April 2014, a 16-year-old youth is interrogated inside Etzion settlement
following a telephone summons.
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1.

My father received a phone call from the Israeli police in the settlement of Etzion. They told
him to bring me to the police station for questioning. I went with my uncle to the settlement
because my father was busy. My uncle and I arrived at Etzion police station at around 9.00
a.m. on 16 April. The interrogator took me to a room but did not allow my uncle to accompany
me. As soon as I arrived at the police station the interrogator tied my hands to the front with
one plastic tie. The tie was not painful.

2.

The interrogator did not inform me of my right to silence or of my right to see a lawyer. He
told me he was going to ask me some questions and that I had to answer him. He told me I
could remain silent but remaining silent would be considered as a confession in court. He
immediately accused me of throwing stones and Molotov cocktail at soldiers. He also told me
that other boys had confessed against me. He named the boys. I told him I didn’t know the
boys and completely denied the accusation. The interrogator then threatened that if I didn’t
confess he was going to ask the soldiers to beat me.

3.

He then went out of the room and called three soldiers in who started to beat me and slap me
all over my body. I think they were careful not to leave any marks on my face. Still, I was in
pain. The soldiers tore my jacket while beating me. While the soldiers were beating me the
interrogator was swearing at me, cursing God and my religion.

4.

The first round of interrogation lasted for about one hour. During this round I did not confess.
I was then taken to another room where I was interrogated by another interrogator. The second
interrogator told me I had the right to remain silent and the right to consult with a lawyer. He
also told me I had the right to have a family member attend the interrogation. I asked him if he
could allow my uncle in but he told me he couldn’t allow that.

5.

The second interrogator accused me of throwing stones at soldiers. I denied the accusation.
The interrogator then swore at me and called my sisters and my mother whores. He threatened
to put me in solitary confinement if I didn’t confess. He also said if I didn’t confess to
throwing stones he was going to accuse me of leading a gang of boys who throw stones. I was
scared when I heard this and decided to confess to throwing stones at soldiers. The
interrogator printed out a document written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it and I did.

6.

I was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken to a courtyard where I remained until
around 10.00 p.m. It was a cold night. At around 10.00 p.m. I was handcuffed and taken to the
back of a transporter where I sat on a seat. The vehicle drove for about an hour before it
arrived at Ofer prison, near Ramallah. At Ofer I was strip searched and given prison clothes
and taken to Section 13.

7.

The following day I was taken to Ofer military court. I had about 10 hearings. In the end I was
sentenced to six months in prison and given a suspended sentence of nine months valid for two
years. This was part of a plea bargain. Part of my sentence was to serve a previous suspended
sentence. I didn’t have to pay any fines. I spent my entire sentence at Ofer. In prison I did not
study. I was released from Ofer on 28 September 2014.
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Testimony 91
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

Q.A.A.
16
19 April 2014
Turmus’ayya, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 19 April 2014, a minor from the village of Turmus’ayya is arrested by Israeli
soldiers while walking along Route 60 and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was arrested on Route 60 near the entrance to our village. A group of Israeli soldiers were
waiting in ambush and chased me and a friend. It was around 6.00 p.m. The soldiers
immediately made us sit on the ground. My hands were tied to the front with one plastic tie.
The tie was painful. I was also blindfolded.

2.

They left me on the ground for about an hour before a commander came and started to
question me. He asked me why I was throwing stones at cars and soldiers on the main road. I
told him I didn’t throw stones at anyone and that I was going for a walk. I was then put in the
back of a military jeep and sat on a seat.

3.

The jeep drove a short distance to a nearby Israeli military base inside a settlement. I was put
in a room and sat on a bench for about one hour. Then I was taken back to the jeep and put on
a seat. The jeep drove for about 30 minutes before stopping at the Israeli police station inside
the settlement of Binyamin. By now it was around 8.30 p.m. I was taken to a room where I
waited until around 10.30 p.m. when I was interrogated.

4.

The interrogator wore an Israeli police uniform and spoke fluent Arabic. He sat me down on a
chair and removed the blindfold and the tie. He immediately started to interrogate me and did
not inform me of any rights. He told me I was arrested because I was throwing stones near
Route 60. He told me he took statements from the soldiers who arrested me and that they told
him they saw me throwing stones at the road. I denied the accusation. He then told me that
soldiers saw me throwing stones at a military vehicle and at a settlers’ bus. I denied the
accusation. The interrogator then took me back to the waiting room. The first round of
interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes.

5.

The interrogator questioned the other boy who was arrested with me and then took me back
for another round of interrogation. He repeated the same accusations except that this time he
claimed that the other boy had confessed against me and told the interrogator I was with him
throwing stones at the road. He then brought in the other boy to confront me but the other boy
denied having confessed against me and told the interrogator we were not throwing stones. I
continued to deny the accusation. The interrogator then printed out my statement and asked me
to sign it but I refused. The interrogator did not insist. The interrogator did not beat me or
swear at me and he allowed me to use the bathroom.
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6.

When the second round of interrogation was over 15 minutes later, the interrogator took me to
be photographed and fingerprinted. He then took me back to the waiting room. I slept in the
waiting room until around 4.30 a.m. when I was re-tied and put in a military vehicle.

7.

The vehicle drove for about 30 minutes before stopping at Ofer prison, near Ramallah. On
arrival at Ofer I was strip searched, given prison clothes and taken to Section 13 where I was
put with other minors.

8.

On 21 April a soldier took me to the military court. A lawyer was in court and so was my
mother. I was allowed to speak to my mother across the courtroom. The hearing was
adjourned for a week. I had more than 10 military court hearings. In the end I accepted a plea
bargain where I confessed to throwing stones at soldiers on one occasion. I was sentenced to
five months in prison and fined NIS 2,000. I was also given a suspended sentence of 18
months valid for five years.

9.

In prison I was allowed to study Arabic and English and my parents visited me regularly. I
was released from Ofer on 21 September 2014 and I went home with my parents.

Testimony 92
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.W.A.
15
19 April 2014
Turmus’ayya, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 19 April 2014, a 15-year-old boy from Turmus’ayya in the West Bank is
arrested by Israeli soldiers on Route 60 and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was arrested on Route 60 by Israeli soldiers at 6.00 p.m. At the time there were clashes
between soldiers and people from the village which I was watching. Suddenly some soldiers
started to chase me. They caught me and immediately tied my hands to the front with two
plastic ties around both wrists. The ties were very painful. I asked the soldiers to loosen the
ties but they did not respond. Instead a soldier tightened them even more. They also
blindfolded me with two blindfolds, one on top of the other. Then they made me sit near the
main road for about 30 minutes until a jeep arrived. I was then put in a jeep an driven for five
minutes to a nearby settlement.

2.

On arrival at the settlement I was put in a room with a metal bed. There were soldiers with me
inside the room. I remained in the room for about an hour before I was taken back to the jeep.
The jeep drove for another 30 minutes before stopping at an Israeli police station inside the
settlement of Binyamin. On arrival I was put in a room where I waited for about an hour. I sat
on a bench with a soldier guarding me. Then I was taken to an interrogation room
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3.

The interrogator sat me down on a chair and removed the ties and blindfold. He immediately
started to interrogate me and did not inform me of my righs. Another interrogator was in the
room. He sat there but didn’t say anything. Both interrogators wore Israeli police uniforms.
The first interrogator told me I was accused of throwing stones at soldiers and they had photos
of me. I told him this was not true and that I didn’t throw stones at anyone. The interrogator
then showed me some photographs on his computer. The photographs were of me but I wasn’t
throwing stones. I denied the accusation.

4.

The second interrogator got very angry and started to shout at me but the first interrogator
tried to calm him down. The first interrogator was calmer but maybe they were both playing a
game. The second interrogator continued to be angry but he did not beat me or swear at me.
He told me soldiers saw me throwing stones at a settlers’ bus and a car. In the end I decided to
confess to throwing stones at soldiers on one occasion. I was afraid that if I didn’t confess I
was going to be accused of more charges.

5.

The interrogator then printed out a document written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I
signed it without knowing what was written in it and the interrogator did not translate it for
me. I was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken to a waiting room where I remained
until midnight. I wasn’t given any food but I was allowed to drink and to use the bathroom. I
was then handcuffed and my legs were shackled and put in a vehicle which took me to Ofer
prison, near Ramallah.

6.

On arrival at Ofer prison I was strip searched. I was then given prison clothes and taken to a
waiting room where I slept. The following morning a soldier took me to the military court. I
did not have a lawyer in court and my parents were not there. The hearing was adjourned for
four days.

7.

My parents attended the second military court hearing and a lawyer was there to represent me.
In all I had about 10 military court hearings. In the end I agreed to a plea bargain where I was
sentenced to five-and-a-half months in prison and fined 1,500 shekels. I was also served with a
suspended sentence of eight months valid for five years.

8.

I was released from Ofer on 5 October 2014. My parents visited me in prison and I was
allowed to study Arabic and Hebrew.”

Testimony 93
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.Z.B.
14
19 April 2014
Turmus’ayya, West Bank
Throwing stones
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Summary:
On 19 April 2014, a 14-year-old boy from Turmas’ayya is arrested by Israeli
soldiers during clashes near his village.
1.

I was arrested on the main road near Route 60 at around 5.00 p.m. There were clashes and
stone throwing incidents near the road between villagers and Israeli soldiers at the time. Some
soldiers chased me for a few meters and arrested me. They made me sit on the ground. They
tied my hands to the front with one plastic tie. The tie was painful. They also blindfolded me. I
remained on the ground for about 30 minutes before a vehicle arrived.

2.

I was put in the back of the vehicle and I sat on a seat. I remained in the stationary vehicle for
about 15 minutes. The vehicle then drove for about 10 minutes before it stopping at the
settlement of Ma’ale Levona. On arrival the blindfold was removed.

3.

I was taken out of the vehicle and put in a room where I sat on a bench. There were soldiers in
the room and I remained there for about 30 minutes. There were other detainees from our
village in the room. While inside the room a soldier slapped me lightly on the face. Then a
jeep arrived and I was put inside and made to sit on the metal floor. The jeep drove for about
30 minutes before stopping at the Israeli police station inside the settlement of Binyamin.

4.

On arrival at Binyamin I was put in a room and sat on a seat. There were also soldiers in the
room. At around 10.00 p.m. an interrogator took me to another room. He wore civilian clothes.
He sat me down and removed the hand tie. He immediately started to interrogate me and did
not inform me of my right to silence or of my right to see a lawyer. The interrogation went in
stages for about two hours. Each round lasted about 30 minutes.

5.

In between the interrogator would take me out of the room and then bring me back. The
interrogator accused me of throwing stones at soldiers which I denied. He then told me that
soldiers witnessed me throwing stones. I told him this was not true and asked him to confront
me with the soldiers. He told me he wasn’t going to do so. Then he told me young men from
the village confessed to him that I always take part in demonstrations. I asked him to name
these young men but he refused. I asked to use the bathroom and he allowed me but I wasn’t
given any food. In the end the interrogator printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to
sign it. I signed it although I didn’t understand what it said.

6.

I was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken back to the waiting room. There were
soldiers guarding me. At around midnight soldiers handcuffed and shackled me and put me in
the back of a vehicle. The vehicle drove for about 30 minutes. During the trip some soldiers
swore and me and made fun of me. They said bad things about my mother and my sisters. I
swore back at them and a soldier slapped me lightly on my face. Thirty minutes later we
arrived at Ofer prison, near Ramallah.

7.

On arrival at Ofer I was strip searched and given prison clothes. I was then taken to a room
outside the prison which had a bed. I slept in the room. The following morning they brought
me food and one of the soldiers told me I had a hearing in the military court. A lawyer was in
court to represent me. My parents were not informed so they did not attend. The hearing was
adjourned and I was taken to Section 13 inside the prison where other minors were being held.
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8.

On 24 April I had another hearing in the military court. This time my parents attended and the
lawyer. The hearing was adjourned once again. I had about 10 hearings. The prosecutor
requested a six month prison sentence for me but my lawyer managed to reduce the sentence
to five months and a fine of 2,000 shekels. I was also given a suspended sentence of 18
months valid for five years.

9.

In prison I studied Arabic and mathematics. I spent my entire sentence at Ofer and I had
regular family visits. I was released on 12 September 2014.

Testimony 94
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

R.T.A.
16
23 April 2014
Beit Ummar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 23 April 2014, a 16-year-old boy from Beit Ummar, in the West Bank, is
arrested at the conclusion of his interrogation. He is released on bail seven days later.
1.

On 22 April 2014, an Israeli intelligence officer from Etzion called my father on his mobile
phone and told him to bring me for interrogation. He told my father if I didn’t show up the
following day he would send soldiers to arrest me in the middle of the night. My father
decided to consult a lawyer. The lawyer advised us to go and said he would accompany us.
The following day, at around 11:00 a.m., I went to Etzion with my mother and the lawyer to
meet with the interrogator, Yona Mizrahi. We went to see him at the police station at Etzion.

2.

The interrogator, who wore civilian clothes, met us and took me to another room. The lawyer
asked to accompany me together with my mother but the interrogator refused. The lawyer and
my mother stayed in the waiting room and I went with the interrogator by myself. He made me
sit on a chair and turned a tape recorder on. Before asking me any questions he showed me a
text on his computer screen saying that I had the right to silence and that anything I say was
going to be used against me in court. The text also said that I had the right to see a lawyer. I
told the interrogator that I came with my lawyer but he didn’t comment. Then he started to
interrogate me.

3.

The interrogator told me I was accused of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails at soldiers. I
denied the accusation. Then he tried to extract information from me about other boys. I told
him I didn’t have any information about anyone. Then he repeated the same accusation and I
denied it again. He claimed that there were eye witnesses who saw me throwing stones. I
asked him to name those witnesses but here refused. He did not beat me or threaten me. The
interrogation lasted for about an hour. In the end he showed me a document written in Hebrew
and asked me to sign it after explaining to me that it was exactly what I had told him, so I
signed it.
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4.

After the interrogation he took me back to the waiting room where the lawyer and my mother
were waiting. He told my mother to say goodbye to me because he was going to arrest me and
transfer me to Ofer prison. The lawyer tried to intervene to prevent my arrest but the
interrogator told him I was accused of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails. Then a soldier
took me to a prison cell in Etzion. I was in the prison cell by myself. I remained there from
around noon until 9.00 p.m. There was a toilet in the room and soldiers brought me food in the
afternoon.

5.

At 9.00 p.m. soldiers told me they were going to take me to Ofer prison. One of the soldiers
handcuffed my hands to the front and shackled my legs. They took me in a military vehicle
where I sat on a seat in the middle. Soldiers sat next to me. The vehicle drove for about twoand-a-half hours before it arrived at Ofer prison. It took much longer because the vehicle
stopped many times on the way.

6.

We arrived at Ofer at around 12.30 a.m. On arrival I was told to take off my clothes but to
leave my underwear on and I was searched. Then they gave me prison clothes and took me to
Section 13 where I stayed with other prisoners my age. The prisoners gave me some food and
I went to bed.

7.

The later that morning, at around 8.00 a.m., a soldier told me I had a military court hearing. I
waited in the court waiting room for about an hour. In court I saw my lawyer but my parents
were not there. The lawyer asked for the hearing to be adjourned for two days.

8.

Two days later, on 26 April, I was taken back to court. My mother and my uncle were there in
addition to the lawyer. I was allowed to speak to my mother and uncle across the courtroom.
An argument went on between my lawyer and the judge about the charges against me which I
had denied and the hearing was adjourned.

9.

Two days later, on 28 April, soldiers came and told me I was being taken elsewhere. I was
shackled and handcuffed to the front with metal handcuffs and taken in a military vehicle. I
was also blindfolded. I sat on a seat in the back of the vehicle. The vehicle drove for about
one-and-a-half hours before it stopped and I was taken out. I later realised I was at the police
station in Kiryat Arba settlement.

10.

On arrival at the police station I was immediately taken to the interrogation room. A
policeman in uniform told me he was going to interrogate me again. The blindfold was
removed but the shackles and the handcuffs were kept on. I was in the room with the
interrogator by myself. He told me I had the right to remain silent and the right to consult with
a lawyer. He asked for my father’s telephone number and allowed me to speak to him when he
called him. He told him I was at Kiryat Arba.

11.

The interrogator told me I was accused of throwing stones and a Molotov cocktail at soldiers
and wanted me to confess. I denied the accusation but he continued to insist that I confess. He
didn’t beat me or threaten me. The interrogation lasted for about half-an-hour. There was no
change in my position and I continued to deny the accusation. I wasn’t given anything to sign.
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I was taken back in a military vehicle to Ofer prison. I was made to sit on the seat and I was
still shackled and handcuffed. They also blindfolded me again.
12.

A few days later I was taken back to Ofer military court. I waited in the waiting room. At
around noon a female soldier called my name and told me I was going to be released. I
remained there until 4:00 p.m. and then I was released. My father was waiting for me outside
the prison. He told me the lawyer was able to get me released on bail after he paid 1,000
shekels. I was assigned another military court hearing on 3 March 2015.

Testimony 95
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.B.T.
15
27 April 2014
Hebron, West Bank
Possession of a knife

Summary: On 27 April 2014, a 15-year-old boy from Hebron, in the West Bank, is detained by
Israeli soldiers at a checkpoint in possession of a knife.
1.

I went to the Al-Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron at around 2.00 p.m. As I entered the military
checkpoint two Israeli soldiers stopped me. One of the soldiers handcuffed me and pushed me
against a wall. As they searched me one of them found a knife in my pocket. He asked me why
I was carrying a knife and I told him I had forgotten it was there. The soldier slapped me very
hard on my face and asked me the same question again. I gave him the same answer. He then
slapped me on my face once again. Two Israeli policemen arrived and took me to the police
station near the mosque and made me sit on a chair in a courtyard. I stayed there for about 30
minutes. Then I was put in the back of a police jeep and driven 10 minutes to the settlement of
Kiryat Arba. As soon as we arrived at the police station I was taken for interrogation.

2.

The interrogator, who wore civilian clothes, interrogated me for about five minutes. He did not
record the interrogation and did not put anything in writing. He did not inform me of any
rights. I was still handcuffed and he asked me for my name, where I lived and the reason for
my being at the mosque. He also asked me why I had a knife with me. The interrogator did not
beat me or threaten me. He told me he was going to send me to another interrogator.

3.

Then an interrogator wearing police uniform walked into the room and told me he was going
to interrogate me. He told me his name was Solomon. He took me to another room.

4.

The two soldiers who arrested me were in the room and the interrogator asked them to leave. I
remained in the room with the interrogator by myself. I was still handcuffed and I sat on a
chair facing him. He showed me something on his computer screen which said I had the right
to remain silent during interrogation. It also said I had the right to consult with a lawyer before
the interrogation. The interrogator asked me if I knew a lawyer. I told him I only had my
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father’s number. The interrogator called my father and asked him for a lawyer’s number. My
father gave him the telephone number of a lawyer and the interrogator called her and allowed
me to speak to her before he started to interrogate me. The lawyer advised me to remain silent.
5.

Then the interrogator started to interrogate me. There was a camera in the room. The
interrogator told me I was accused of being in possession of a knife and that I had intended to
use it. I denied that I was going to use the knife and told him my intention was to get arrested
because I was having issues with my father at home. I wanted to go to prison to get away from
problems at home.

6.

The interrogation lasted for about three hours. During the interrogation I confessed to things I
hadn’t done, like throwing stones, Molotov cocktails and use of firearms. I was desperate to go
to jail and was willing to say anything. The interrogator got angry and banged the table each
time I gave him an answer that wasn’t convincing. The interrogator wanted me to confess that
I had intended to use the knife. In the end I signed a document written in Hebrew after the
interrogator translated it for me.

7.

After the interrogation I was photographed and fingerprinted and put in a room for about 30
minutes. At around 5.00 p.m. I was taken by police car to Etzion. I was still handcuffed. We
arrived at Etzion at around 5.30 p.m. and I was asked about my health by a doctor. Then I was
taken to an empty cell and my handcuffs were removed. I fell asleep but was woken up by a
soldier at around 1.00 a.m. who took me to see an intelligence officer who introduced himself
as Ibrahim. He asked the soldier to handcuff and blindfold me which he did. I was handcuffed
with metal handcuffs to the front. My feet were also shackled. Then I was taken to a vehicle
where I sat in the back with a soldier next to me.

8.

The vehicle drove for about five minutes before it stopped and I was taken to a room upstairs
where the blindfold was removed. The intelligence officer was in the room. The soldier left the
room and I was left alone with the intelligence officer for a third interrogation. He did not tell
me about my rights. He pointed out my family’s house on an aerial map on his computer
screen. Then he wanted me to tell him what I intended to do with the knife. I told him that all I
wanted was to go to prison to get away from my situation at home. He asked me about
Molotov cocktails and shootings. I told him I falsely confessed to these things.

9.

The interrogation lasted for about an hour. In the end I felt the intelligence officer believed
that I really wanted to get out of my family situation with my father. He blindfolded me and
took me toa military vehicle where I sat on a seat in the back. The vehicle drove for a short
distance before it stopped and I was taken back to the prison cell. The blindfold and the
handcuffs and shackles were removed and I went to sleep.

10.

Later that morning a solder brought me some food. Then I was shackled, handcuffed and
blindfolded and taken in a vehicle where I sat on a seat in the back. The vehicle drove for
about one-and-a-half hours before it stopped and I was taken out. They removed the blindfold
and I realised I was at Ofer prison, near Ramallah. I was then thoroughly searched but allowed
to keep my underwear on. The soldier who searched me made me crouch and stand up a
couple of times. I was then given prison clothes and taken to Section 13.
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11.

On Tuesday, 29 April, I was taken to Ofer military court where I saw my lawyer. My parents
were not there. The hearing was adjourned to the following day and I was taken back to
prison.

12.

On Wednesday. 30 April, I was taken back to the military court. My father and my cousin
were there. I was allowed to speak to my father across the courtroom. The hearing was
adjourned for a week.

13.

On Thursday, 1 May, I was interrogated for a fourth time by an intelligence officer in civilian
clothes. I was handcuffed, shackled and blindfolded. I was driven a short distance to another
section of Ofer and taken to an interrogation room. Once inside the room, my blindfold was
removed but I remained handcuffed and shackled. The interrogator introduced himself as
Captain Ben Lulu and offered me coffee and chewing gum. He also offered me a cigarette but
I refused. He did not inform me about my rights. He interrogated me for about an hour and the
main purpose seemed to be to make sure I didn’t really intend to use the knife but wanted to
go to prison because of my family issues. After the interrogation I was taken back to prison.

14.

The following Wednesday, 7 May, solders told me I had another military court hearing. In
court I waited in the waiting room until around 3.00 p.m. Then I was taken into court where I
saw the lawyer and my parents. The lawyer told me I was charged with possessing a knife and
that I was going to be released at 6.00 p.m. after my family pays a fine of 2,000 shekels. My
father paid the fine and I was released at around 11.00 p.m.

Testimony 96
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.Y.Z.
17
11 May 2014
Halhul, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 11 May 2014, a 17-year-old youth attends Etzion police station following the
receipt of a summons for interrogation delivered by the army at 2.00 a.m.
1.

On 7 May 2014, Israeli soldiers came to our house at around 2.00 a.m. to arrest my brother.
While there they handed my father a summons telling me to go to the Israeli police station in
Etzion settlement for questioning.

2.

On 11 May I went with my father to the police station inside the settlement. We arrived there
at around 9.00 a.m. The interrogator took me to the interrogation room by myself. I sat in the
room for about an hour while my father waited outside. The interrogator, who introduced
himself as Benny, came in and sat in the room with me for about 30 minutes without saying a
word. He just stared at me without saying anything. He then allowed my father into the room
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3.

The interrogator immediately started to interrogate me and did not inform me of my right to
silence or of my right to see a lawyer. The interrogator accused me of throwing stones and
Molotov cocktail at soldiers. I denied the accusation. The interrogator then showed me a
photograph. I denied the photograph was of me. The interrogator told my father he was sure I
threw stones and that he should have prevented me from doing so. My father told him this was
not true and that I spend most of my time at home. Two hours later the interrogator told my
father to leave the room and that he had decided to detain me. My father left.

4.

The interrogator then handcuffed me and continued to interrogate me. This time he was more
aggressive. He swore at me and called my mother and sisters whores. He also slapped me and
told me there were confessions against me from other young people from the village who
claimed I was throwing stones and Molotov cocktails with them. I asked the interrogator to
mention their names and to confront me with them. He told me this was going to happen later.
I continued to deny all the accusations and did not confess.

5.

The second round of interrogation continued until around 5.00 p.m. In the end the interrogator
printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. He told me it was what I had told
him. I refused to sign the document. The interrogator then told me I was going to be convicted
in court based on the confessions of others.

6.

I was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken to a prison cell with a bed. I was in the
cell by myself. I remained in the cell until around 8.30 p.m. when soldiers shackled me and
hand cuffed me and put me in a troop carrier. The carrier drove for a long time before it finally
arrived at Ofer prison, near Ramallah, at around 2.00 a.m. At Ofer I was strip searched. I was
then given prison clothes and taken into Section 13.

7.

On the morning of 13 May a soldier told me I had a military court hearing but instead of going
to court I was taken for another interrogation by the Shin Bet inside Ofer. The interrogator was
wearing civilian clothes and spoke very good Arabic. The interrogator did not inform me of
my right to silence or of my right to see a lawyer. He accused me of throwing stones and
Molotov cocktails. I told him this was not true. The interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes.
He mentioned some names of young people from the village whom he claimed had testified
against me. I told him I didn’t know them. He then showed me a photograph but I denied that
the photograph was of me.

8.

The interrogation was over very quickly and I did not confess to anything. The interrogator
called my parents and allowed me to speak to them. I told them I was at Ofer. The interrogator
asked my parents to appoint me a lawyer. I was then taken back to prison.

9.

On 15 May I had a military court hearing. A lawyer was there to represent me and he
requested the hearing to be adjourned. My parents attended the hearing and I was allowed to
speak to them across the courtroom.

10.

Ten days later I had another hearing. A different lawyer represented me this time. In the
beginning the prosecution requested 12 months imprisonment for me but my lawyer proposed
a plea bargain in which I was sentenced to five months in prison and given a suspended
sentence of 12 months valid for three years. I was also fined 2,000 shekels.
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11.

I spent my entire prison sentence at Ofer. My parents visited me frequently. In prison I studied
English and Arabic. I was released on 28 September 2014.

Testimony 97
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

S.W.A.
17
12 May 2014
Turmus’ayya, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 12 May 2014, a 17-year-old from the village of Tirmusayya, is arrested by
Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was arrested on the main road in my village during clashes with Israeli soldiers who were at
the entrance to the village. It was around 8:00 p.m. I was chased by some soldiers but they
caught me. My hands were immediately tied with three plastic ties to the front: one on each
wrist and one connecting the two together. The ties were painful. They also blindfolded me.

2.

The soldiers then made me sit on the ground by the main road for about an hour. They did not
beat me or verbally abuse me. When a military jeep arrived I was put into the back and sat on
a seat. The jeep drove for about five minutes before it stopping at an Israeli military base near
the settlement of Maaleh Livona.

3.

On arrival at the base I was immediately taken to a room with some seats. Soldiers were in the
room too. I was kept in the room for about one-and-a-half hours before I was taken to see a
doctor. The doctor examined me and gave me a questionnaire to answer. A soldier removed
the blindfold during the examination and put it back on when the doctor was finished. I was
then taken back to the room where I stayed for another hour. I was then put in the back of a
jeep and this time made to sit on the metal floor.

4.

The jeep drove for about 30 minutes and then stopped. I was taken out of the jeep and the
blindfold was removed. We were at the police station in the settlement of Binyamin. I was put
in a waiting room with soldiers and policemen where I waited for about two hours before
being interrogated.

5.

The interrogator wore police uniform. He sat me down on a chair and removed the ties. He
immediately started to interrogate me without informing me of my right to silence and my
right to see a lawyer. He asked me for my father’s telephone number. He called my father and
told him I was arrested and accused of throwing stones and that he was going to interrogate
me.
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6.

The interrogator then told me I was accused of throwing stones and that I had to confess to this
accusation because if I didn’t he was going to lock me up in a small cell by myself. He did not
beat or swear at me. One of the soldiers who arrested me was also in the room but he didn’t
say anything. The interrogation lasted for about an hour. The interrogator told me the soldiers
had testified that I had thrown a stone at them but the stone did not hit them. I told him this
was not true and I denied the accusation. The interrogator then printed out my statement in
Hebrew and asked me to sign it. He told me it was identical to what I had told him so I signed
it. I was then taken to be photographed and fingerprinted.

7.

Later I was taken back to the waiting room where I stayed for about one-and-a-half hours.
Soldiers then hand tied me to the front with one plastic tie, blindfolded me and took me to a
jeep. They made me sit on the metal floor. The jeep drove for about 30 minutes before
stopping. The soldiers took me out of the jeep and I could see from under the blindfold that we
were at Ofer prison, near Ramallah. On arrival at Ofer I was strip searched. I was asked to
crouch up and down while naked. I was then given prison clothes and taken to Section 13.

8.

Three days after my arrest I was taken to Ofer military court. A lawyer was there and he asked
for an adjournment. My parents did not attend court. I had five more military court hearings.
In the end I was sentenced to three months in prison and fined 1,000 shekels. I was also given
a suspended sentence of six months, valid for 3 years.

9.

Twenty days before my release, I was transferred to Hasharon prison, inside Israel. On 12
August 2014, I was released at Tulkarem checkpoint where my parents were waiting for me.
While in prison I did not receive any education and had no family visits.

Testimony 98
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.U.Q.
15
12 May 2014
Al Fawwar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 12 May 2014, a 15-year-old boy from Al Fawwar refugee camp, in the West
Bank, is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 3.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

Israeli soldiers stormed into our house and immediately came to wake me up. I was sleeping in
the living room. It was 3:00 a.m. One of the soldiers gave my father a document with details
about my arrest and asked him to sign a copy. The soldier told my father they wanted to arrest
me because of stone throwing. He told my father they were going to take me to police station
in the settlement of Kiryat Arba.

2.

One of the soldiers told me to get dressed and I was immediately taken out of the house. The
soldiers then led me to the military watchtower at the entrance to the camp, about five minutes
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away. When we arrived I was made to sit on the ground. I was then blindfolded and my hands
were tied to the front with three plastic ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. I
was kept by the watchtower for about 10 minutes. I was then put into the back of a troop
carrier with other detainees.
3.

The troop carrier drove for about 15 minutes before it stopped and the soldiers took me out. I
was told we were at the police station in the settlement of Kiryat Arba. I was put into a
shipping container where I sat on a seat. Fifteen minutes later I was taken to see a doctor. The
doctor removed the blindfold and the ties and gave me a questionnaire with medical questions
for me to answer. I told the doctor I didn’t suffer from any illnesses. I was tied and blindfolded
again as before and taken back to the shipping container where I remained until 8.00 a.m. The
soldiers who were guarding me allowed me to sleep. At around 8:00 a.m. I was taken to an
interrogation room.

4.

The interrogator removed the blindfold and the ties. He didn’t tell me I had the right to silence
or the right to see a lawyer. I do not recall whether there was a camera or a tape recorder in the
room. The interrogator was in civilian clothes. Before he started to interrogate me he asked me
for my father’s number. He called my father and told him I was at Kiryat Arba and that he was
going to interrogate me. He also told my father to appoint me a lawyer.

5.

He then told me I was accused of throwing stones. I denied the accusation. He started to swear
at me using all sorts of bad language. He asked me about other boys who throw stones in the
camp. I told him I didn’t know them. During the interrogation I felt severe pain in my
stomach. I asked the interrogator if I could see the doctor but he refused. He told me he wasn’t
going to take me to the doctor unless I confessed. He allowed me to use the bathroom. When I
came back from the bathroom the interrogator threatened me saying if I didn’t confess I was
going to be kept there for interrogation indefinitely. He then stood up and slapped me on my
face and kicked me on my leg. I was scared and agreed to confess that I threw stones at
soldiers. The interrogator then printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I
signed the document but I didn’t know what was written in it. I was then photographed and
fingerprinted. The interrogation lasted for about three hours. When the interrogation was over
I was taken back to the shipping container.

6.

The soldiers allowed me to use the bathroom and they brought me some food. At around 5.00
p.m. I was blindfolded and tied as before and put in the back of a troop carrier. The vehicle
drove for about 30 minutes before it stopped. I asked the soldiers where I was and they told me
I was at Etzion. I was then put in a courtyard. I remained in the courtyard for about two hours
and then a soldier took me back to the troop carrier. The vehicle drove for about an hour
before it stopped and I was taken out. I knew from the soldiers that I was at Ofer prison, near
Ramallah.

7.

At Ofer I was strip searched. I was then given prison clothes and taken to Section 13. The
following day a soldier told me I had a military court hearing. The hearing was at 9.00 a.m.
My parents did not attend. No lawyer was there either and the hearing was adjourned.

8.

Two days later I had another military court hearing. Again, my parents did not attend and there
was no lawyer. The hearing was adjourned again. Five days later I had another military court

157
hearing. This time my parents and a lawyer attended. I had five more military court hearings.
In the end I was sentenced to four months in prison and fined 2,000 shekels.
9.

I was released early from prison on 28 August 2014. In prison I was allowed to study Arabic
and science.

Testimony 99
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.F.W.
16
14 May 2014
Al Fawwar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 14 May 2014, a 16-year-old boy from the Al Fawwar refugee camp, in the West
Bank, is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was fast asleep when my mother woke me up and told me Israeli soldiers were surrounding
the house. It was 2.00 a.m. I heard loud banging at our door and I had a feeling they had come
for me. I immediately got up and got dressed. In the mean time my mother opened the door
and about 10 soldiers entered the house. Among them was an officer who introduced himself
as Captain Wael.

2.

A few nights before the military had come to arrest me but I wasn’t at home. Instead they had
given my mother a summons telling me to go to the Israeli police station inside a settlement in
Hebron. I didn’t go.

3.

Captain Wael called my name and asked my mother to identify me and she did. He told my
mother I was under arrest and handed her a document. He asked her to sign the document and
told her he was going to take me to the settlement of Kiryat Arba and that I was accused of
throwing stones. As soon as my mother signed the document soldiers tied my hands to the
front with three plastic ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. The ties were not
painful.

4.

They took me outside the house and walked me towards the Israeli military watchtower at the
entrance to our refugee camp. As soon as we arrived at the watchtower a soldier blindfolded
me and made me sit on the ground near the jeep for about 30 minutes. Then I was taken into
the back of a jeep where they made me sit on the metal floor. The jeep drove for about 30
minutes before it stopped and I was taken into a room where I waited for another 30 minutes.

5.

Soldiers then took me to see a doctor who removed the blindfold and gave me a questionnaire
with medical questions to answer. When the doctor was done I was blindfolded once again and
taken to the back of the jeep where I sat on the metal floor. It was around 5.00 a.m. I remained
in the jeep until around 9.00 a.m when I was taken for interrogation.
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6.

The interrogator was in Israeli police uniform. He introduced himself as Captain Yousef. He
removed the blindfold but kept my hands tied. He made me sit on a chair opposite him. He had
a stop watch and a tape recorder on the table which he turned on. Before starting to interrogate
me he told me I had the right to silence and the right to see a lawyer, although I did not see
one. He extended his hand to greet me but I refused. He got angry and started to shout and
swear at me. He told me I was accused of throwing stones at soldiers and told me other young
people had confessed against me. I denied the accusation and told him I didn’t throw stones. I
told him the confessions against me were false. He insisted that I did throw stones and that the
confessions against me were not false.

7.

He then put his gun on the table in front of him and started to play with it as if he wanted to
scare me. He told me if I don’t confess he was going to shoot me. It was a threat that I didn’t
take very seriously. The first round of interrogation lasted about 50 minutes. He then
blindfolded me and called a soldier and told him to take me out.

8.

The soldier took me back to the jeep and made me sit on the metal floor where I stayed for
about two hours. I was tied and blindfolded the whole time. Two soldiers were also in the jeep,
listening to loud music in Hebrew which I think was meant to annoy me. Two hours later the
interrogator took me back to the interrogation room. He turned the tape recorder on and
accused me of throwing stones. He once again claimed others had confessed against me. I
denied the accusation once again. The second round of interrogation lasted for about 45
minutes. I was then taken back to the jeep and made to sit on the metal floor again. I remained
in the jeep for about an hour when the interrogator took me back to the interrogation room.

9.

My third interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes. He accused me of the same thing and I
continued to deny the accusation. In the end he told me it didn’t really matter if I denied the
accusation because I was going to be tried based on the confessions of others. He asked me to
sign a document in Hebrew but I refused to sign it. He told me it was ok not to sign because
the interrogation was recorded. When the interrogation was over I was given some food.

10.

I was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken to the back of the jeep where I sat on the
metal floor. The jeep drove for about 30 minutes before it stopped and I was taken out. I could
see from under the blindfold that I was at the police station in the settlement of Etzion. It was
around 6.00 p.m. I was taken inside a caravan where I sat on a metal bench. I was kept there
for about three hours.

11.

At around 9.00 p.m. I was put in an Israeli police care and my blindfold was removed and the
hand ties were replaced with metal handcuffs. My legs were also shackled. The car drove for
about an hour before it arrived at Ofer prison, near Ramallh. On arrival at Ofer I was strip
searched. I was asked to take off all my clothes including my underwear. I was then given
prison clothes and taken to Section 13.

12.

The following day, at around 9.00 a.m., I was taken to Ofer military court. A lawyer was in
court to represent me. My mother didn’t attend because she wasn’t informed. The hearing was
adjourned for a week.
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13.

A week later I was taken to the military court again. This time my mother attended and I was
allowed to speak to her across the courtroom. The hearing was adjourned for a month. This
time, the prosecution requested five months imprisonment for me. My lawyer objected and the
hearing was adjourned. I had six other court hearings.

14.

On the last one the judge sentenced me to three months in prison with a suspended sentence of
one year for three years. I was also fined 2,000 shekels. I spent my prison sentence in Ofer. I
was allowed to study Arabic and Hebrew. My family did not visit me in prison because the
permit procedures are complicated. I was released on 10 August 2014. My uncle was waiting
for me outside the prison and he took me home.

Testimony 100
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.D.
16
15 May 2014
Azzun, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 15 May 2014, a 16-year-old boy from Azzun, in the West Bank, is arrested by
Israeli soldiers at 2.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails.
1.

It was 2.00 a.m. when I woke up to the sound of loud banging at our front door. My father
opened the door and about 15 Israeli soldiers entered the house. They asked us to all gather in
one room and the commander, who wore civilian clothes, asked each of my brothers and me
for our names. When I told him my name he asked me to step aside. I noticed that my name
was scribbled on his hand. The commander then asked the rest of the family to move to
another room. The commander, who spoke very good Arabic, introduced himself as Amir. He
told my father they were going to arrest me and take me to Ariel settlement because I was
accused of throwing stones. He did not show my father any written documents. Then he asked
me to get dressed. The soldiers didn’t give me enough time to put my shoes on.

2.

They dragged me out of the house and walked me for about 100 meters. One of the soldiers
kicked me although I didn’t do anything. Then a soldier tied my hands to the back with one
plastic tie which was very painful. They also blindfolded me and pushed me into the back of a
Jeep and made me sit on a seat.

3.

The jeep drove for about an hour. A soldier sat next to me and nobody beat me on the way.
When the Jeep stopped I was taken for a medical examination. I think this was at a settlement
near my village. A doctor asked me if I suffered from any illnesses or allergies. During the
examination the tie and blindfold was removed. After the examination my hands were retied to
the front with one plastic tie and I was blindfolded again. I was then led to a Jeep and put on a
seat in the back.

160
4.

The jeep drove for about two hours. When the Jeep stopped the blindfold was removed and I
was taken to a room that looked like a cage. It had metal walls and a ceiling made of metal
wiring. Three other boys were locked up there too. It was around 6.00 a.m. The other boys told
me we were at Ariel settlement. We remained in the cage until 3.00 p.m. My hands were tied
the whole time and I sat on a metal seat and so did the other boys. We called on the policemen
to bring us water and to allow us to use the bathroom. They finally responded. They also
brought us some food which was inedible. The policemen got upset each time we called them.
They swore at us and told us not to bother them anymore.

5.

Then a policeman took me to an interrogation room. Before I entered the room another
policeman showed me a document written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I refused to sign
because I don’t understand Hebrew and I didn’t know what the document said. The policeman
got very angry when I refused to sign. He shouted at me and tried to force me to sign but I
refused. Then I was taken to a room and somebody took my photo, weighed me and measured
my height. Then I was taken inside the interrogation room. I was in the room with the
interrogator alone. The interrogator removed the plastic tie and replaced it with metal
handcuffs. He also shackled my legs.

6.

He immediately told me I was accused of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails. Then he told
me I had the right to silence and the right to consult with a lawyer. He also told me he was
going to record the interrogation on camera and that anything I told him would be used against
me in court. He spoke very good Arabic and was wearing a police uniform.

7.

When I denied the accusation he started to shout at me, telling me to confess. He told me if I
didn’t confess he was going to put me in prison for a long time. Then he told me there were
testimonies against me by others. I told him this couldn’t be true. I asked him to name the
people who testified against me but he ignored me. Then he claimed he had stones with my
fingerprint in his possession. I continued to deny the accusation. He yelled and shouted at me
but did not beat me. Then he showed me a document written in both Hebrew and Arabic but I
refused to sign it. He signed it himself. When the interrogation was over he told me he was
going to allow me to speak to a lawyer. He called a lawyer and asked me to speak to him. The
lawyer told me I was going to have a court hearing in two days and that he would see me in
court. The interrogation lasted for about one-and-a-half hours.

8.

After the interrogation I was taken back to the cage, still shackled and handcuffed. I remained
in the cage until around 8.00 p.m. Then a policeman came and told me I was going to be
released. The handcuffs and shackles were then removed and I was taken in a police car to the
entrance of the settlement where my parents were waiting. We arrived home at around 10.00
p.m.

Testimony 101
Name:
Age:

M.M.R.
17
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Date:
Location:
Accusation:

15 May 2014
Azzun, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 15 May 2014, a 17-year-old boy from Azzun, in the West Bank, is arrested by
Israeli soldiers at around 3.30 a.m. and accused of throwing stones at soldiers and settlers.
1.

It was around 3.30 a.m. when I woke up to the sound of banging at our front door. I got up and
went to the living room and saw about 10 Israeli soldiers already in the house. Other soldiers
went to my sibling’s bedrooms to wake them up. They made us gather in the living room and
asked to see our identity cards. They asked me for my name and then told me they were going
to arrest me because I was accused of throwing stones. They didn’t give my father any written
documents but told him they were going to take me to the police station in Ariel settlement.

2.

After I got dressed I was taken outside and dragged for about 200 meters to where the military
jeeps were waiting. They blindfolded me and tied my hands to the front with one plastic tie
which wasn’t too tight. They pushed me into the back of the jeep and made me sit on the seat.
The jeep drove for about two minutes and I was then transferred to another jeep.

3.

The second jeep drove for about 30 minutes before it stopped at a military camps and I was
taken to see a doctor. The doctor removed the tie and blindfold. I asked the doctor where I was
and he told me I was at the settlement of Tzufin. The doctor examined me and gave me a
questionnaire with medical questions to answer. After the examination I was re-tied and
blindfolded and taken back to the jeep.

4.

The jeep drove for about another hour before it stopped and I was taken inside a building. I
asked the soldiers where I was and they told me I was at Ariel settlement. I then waited in a
corridor outside the interrogation rooms for about three hours. I was tied and blindfolded the
whole time. After about three hours a soldier removed the blindfold and took me outside to a
structure that resembled a cage. Three other detainees from my village were also in the cage. I
was told to sit on a bench inside the cage and not to move.

5.

I remained there until 2.30 p.m. I asked to use the bathroom but a soldier refused. They
brought us water and some food but I didn’t eat because the food looked very unappetizing. At
around 3.00 p.m. a soldier took me into the interrogation room.

6.

The interrogator was wearing a police uniform. He removed the plastic tie and replaced it with
metal handcuffs. He also shackled me. He told me I had the right to silence and the right to
consult with a lawyer. He also told me he was going to record me. He showed me a document
written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I asked him to explain what the document was but
he ignored my question and told me to sign. I refused and he signed it himself. He phoned a
lawyer and asked me to speak to him. The lawyer told me I was going to have a court hearing
on Sunday.

7.

Then the interrogator started to interrogate me.He accused me of throwing stones at soldiers
and settlers but I denied the accusation. When I denied the accusation he got angry and
shouted and banged the table trying to scare me. I told him I wasn’t going to confess to
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something I didn’t do. He threatened that if I didn’t confess he was going to interrogate me for
90 days and give me a life sentence. The interrogation lasted for about an hour. At the
conclusion of the interrogation he showed me another document written in Hebrew and asked
me to sign it. When I refused to sign it he got angry and started to yell and shout at me. He
then signed it himself.
8.

Then he took me to a nearby room where a policewoman was sitting. The interrogator made
me sit on a chair and pulled it very close to the wall. He told me to put my head against the
wall and to sit still. I remained like that for about 30 minutes before a soldier took me back to
the cage. I remained in the cage until around 7.00 p.m.

9.

At around 7.00 p.m. a policeman took me out of the cage and into a jeep which drove towards
the gate of the settlement. They removed the hand tie and told me I was going to be released. I
was with the three other detainees from my village. A taxi, which my parents had arranged for
me, was waiting outside the gate to take me home. It was around 2.00 a.m.

Testimony 102
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.T.O.
14
15 May 2014
Azzun, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 15 May 2014, a 14-year-old boy from Azzun, in the West Bank, is arrested by
Israeli soldiers at 2.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

It was 2.00 a.m. when I woke up to the sound of an Israeli soldier in my bedroom. The soldier
took me to the living room where all my family had already been gathered. I asked my father
what had happened and he told me the soldiers had invaded our house. They were about 10
soldiers inside. The soldiers asked to see my father’s ID card. One of the soldiers called my
name as he looked at my father’s ID card. My father pointed at me. The soldiers looked at
each other and I realised they had come to arrest me but were surprised to see how young I
was. They started to talk to each other.

2.

The soldiers remained in our house for about 30 minutes. I think they were waiting for the
commanding officer to show up. When the commander arrived he talked to the soldiers and
looked at me and then told my father they were going to arrest me. He told my father they
were going to take me to the police station in Ariel settlement because I was accused of
throwing stones. He took my father’s telephone number and my birth certificate and asked my
father to be at the police station at 8.00 a.m. I was allowed to get dressed and I was then led to
a waiting military jeep.

163
3.

When we got to the jeep the soldiers blindfolded me and tied my hands to the front with three
plastic ties; one on each wrist and one connecting the two. The ties were not too tight. I was
then put in the back of the jeep and sat on a seat. The jeep drove for about 30 minutes before it
stopped. I don’t know where we were. I was made to stand by the jeep for about five minutes
before I was taken to see a doctor. My blindfold was removed and the plastic tie connecting
my two hands was cut off. The doctor checked my pulse and asked me if I suffered from any
illnesses or allergies. I was then re-blindfolded and tied and taken to another vehicle. There
were other detainees in the vehicle.

4.

The second vehicle drove for about an hour before it stopped and I was taken to the second
floor of a building where I was asked to wait in the corridor. I was still tied and blindfolded. I
asked a soldier if I could use the bathroom and he allowed me. Two hours later I was put in an
outdoor structure which looked like a cage. My blindfold was removed. I waited there with
other detainees. When we called the soldiers to ask to use the bathroom they got angry and
shouted at us. But I was allowed use the bathroom. At around 1.00 p.m. they brought us some
food but we didn’t eat because it looked inedible.

5.

At around 3.00 p.m. the interrogator came for me. He removed the tie and replaced it with
metal handcuffs. He also shackled my ankles. At first he fingerprinted and photographed me
and asked me to sign a document written in Hebrew which he told me said that I had not been
mistreated. I signed the document. The interrogator did not inform me of my right to silence
and did not tell me I had the right to consult with a lawyer.

6.

He immediately accused me of throwing stones at soldiers and settlers. I denied the accusation
and told him I didn’t throw stones at anyone. The interrogator got very angry when I denied
the accusation and asked me to stand up. He told me he was going to keep me standing up for
four days. Five minutes later he allowed me to sit down and repeated the accusation. I denied
the accusation once again. He told me I was a liar and claimed he had seen me throwing stones
with other boys. I asked him to tell me who those other boys were. He told me this was none
of my business. Then he told me he had in his possession stones which were found inside
military and settler cars with my fingerprints on them. I told him this couldn’t be true because
I never ever threw stones at anyone. The interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes.

7.

At the end the interrogator showed me a document written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it.
I refused to sign it and explained to the interrogator that I didn’t understand any Hebrew.
Instead, he signed it himself. Then he asked me for my father’s telephone number. The
interrogator called my father and asked him to appoint me a lawyer. He didn’t allow me to
speak to my father.

8.

I was then taken back to the outside cage. At around 8.00 p.m. a policeman came to tell me I
was going to be released. I was taken in a police car outside the settlement where I waited for
a taxi to take me back to the village. I arrived home at around 9.00 p.m.

Testimony 103
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Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

B.R.W.
14
15 May 2014
Al Fawwar, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 15 May 2014, a 14-year-old boy from the Al Fawwar refugee camp, in the West
Bank, is detained by Israeli soldiers at 3.00 p.m. and accused of throwing stones and Molotov
cocktails.
1.

My mother woke me up and told me there were Israeli soldiers in the house. It was 3.00 a.m. I
got up and went to the living room where I saw around 10 soldiers. A soldier mentioned my
name and my mother pointed to me. The commander then said I was under arrest and would
be taken to the settlement of Etzion for questioning in relation to stone throwing. He gave my
mother a document to this effect.

2.

I was allowed to get dressed and was then taken out of the house and tied with my hands to the
front with three plastic ties: one on each wrist and another one connecting the two. When I
complained to the soldier that the ties were causing me a lot of pain he didn’t do anything until
we got to Etzion where he loosened them.

3.

The soldiers led me to the nearby military watchtower where I was put in a troop carrier. I was
made to sit on the metal floor and a soldier blindfolded me. They didn’t beat me or swear at
me. The carrier drove for about 10 minutes before it stopped. I was taken out and into a room
with two soldiers. I think it was at a military base near Hebron. A soldier removed the
blindfold and made me sit on the floor where I remained until 8.00 a.m. I was able to sleep.

4.

At around 8.00 a.m. I was taken to see a doctor who took my pulse and temperature and gave
me a questionnaire to answer. He asked about my health and I told him I was fine. During the
examination the hand ties were removed. They were put back on after the examination and I
was re-blindfolded. Then I was driven for about 30 minutes to the settlement of Etzion. My
blindfold was removed and I was made to sit in a courtyard out in the sun for more than an
hour. At around 10.00 a.m. a soldier came and took me for interrogation.

5.

The interrogator wore civilian clothes and he immediately started to interrogate me. He spoke
fluent Arabic. I was still hand tied. He did not inform me of my right to silence or of my right
to consult a lawyer. He told me I was accused of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails. He
mentioned some names of young men from my refugee camp whom he claimed had confessed
against me. Each time the interrogator mentioned the name of a person whom he claimed had
confessed against me I denied knowing the person. This angered the interrogator and made
him swear at me. The interrogation lasted about four hours.

6.

During this time another interrogator walked into the room and started to stare at me as if he
had a grudge against me. I stared back at him which made him angry. He ran towards the chair
I was sitting on and he pushed me to the ground. At this point the first interrogator took the
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angry interrogator out of the room. Then the interrogator took me out to the courtyard. He
blindfolded me and made me sit in the sun for about 30 minutes.
7.

After about 30 minutes the interrogator took me back for a second round of interrogation
which lasted from 4.00 p.m. until around 8.00 p.m. I wasn’t given any food and I wasn’t
allowed to use the bathroom. I was exhausted and felt I needed to confess in order to get out of
this situation and to rest. I confessed to having thrown stones at soldiers twice. The
interrogator printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. He told me it was
exactly what I had told him so I signed the document.

8.

I was then photographed and fingerprinted. I was immediately blindfolded and taken to a
vehicle which drove for about an hour before it stopped and I was taken out. My blindfold was
removed and I was able to see that I was at Ofer prison, near Ramallah. I was then strip
searched. The soldiers told me to take off all my clothes including my underwear. They asked
me to crouch up and down a couple of times. I was then given prison clothes and taken to
Section 13.

9.

Two days after my arrest I was taken to Ofer military court. In court there was a lawyer who
was representing me. My family was not there. The hearing was adjourned for a week. On the
second hearing before the military court another lawyer was there to represent me and my
uncle was there too. The hearing was adjourned for another week.

10.

On the third hearing before the military court the prosecutor presented a charge sheet against
me. I had six more court hearings. On the last hearing before the military court my lawyer
accepted a plea bargain where I was sentenced to three months in prison and fined 2,000
shekels. I was also sentenced to 10 months suspended sentence valid for two years. My family
paid the fine and I was released early on 25 July 2014. Whilst in prison I didn’t study but I did
receive family visits.

Testimony 104
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

Y.A.K.
14
19 May 2014
Deir Nidham, West Bank
None

Summary: On 19 May 2014, a 14-year-old boy from Deir Nidham village, in the West Bank, is
detained by Israeli soldiers and questioned about stone throwers in his village. He is released
four hours later.
1.

I was on my way to my uncle’s house with my friend M. We were going to study together for
our exams. Suddenly an Israeli military jeep pulled over in a terrifying manner. It was around
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5.30 p.m. One of the soldiers asked for my name and identity card number. I told him I didn’t
have an identity card because I am only 14-years-old.
2.

He made me sit on the ground and started questioning me about boys who throw stones in the
village. He threatened to throw a sound grenade at me if I didn’t tell him. I told him I didn’t
know anyone who throws stones. I tried to phone my sister to tell her what was happening,
when a soldier pulled me by my neck and pushed me into the jeep.

3.

Once inside the jeep my hands were tied behind my back with one plastic tie which was tight
and painful. A soldier also blindfolded but I could still see through the blindfold. He made me
sit on the metal floor of the jeep and pointed his gun at me. The soldiers did the same to my
friend. A short while later my parents came and tried to reason with the soldiers and to get us
released but they did not succeed. I explained to the soldier that I had had surgery to my leg
and couldn’t run; I wanted him to be careful not to cause me an injury, but I don’t think he
paid any attention to what I was telling him.

4.

The jeep then drove to a nearby water spring where we waited on the ground for about 30
minutes. The soldiers slapped me on the way for no reason. The jeep then drove to a nearby
village where the soldiers had their meal. I could see that they were eating tuna and corn. One
of the soldiers noticed that I could see through the blindfold so he fixed it until I could no
longer see. Then the jeep drove back to the entrance to my village.

5.

After we arrived back at the entrance to my village, the uncle of my friend came and I heard
the soldiers tell him that they wanted two other boys from the village to go to Binyamin police
station the following day. One of the boys they wanted is my cousin. We were released at
around 10.00 p.m. without any further action being taken. I then realised they were after my
cousin and the other boy and not me.

Testimony 105
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

I.F.W.
13
19 May 2014
Al Fawwar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 19 May 2014, a 13-year-old boy from the Al Fawwar refugee camp, in the West
Bank, is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 3.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

One week before I was arrested three Israeli soldiers came to our house at midnight and
handed my father a summons in my name. They asked my father to bring me to the police
station in the settlement of Kiryat Arba. My father told them he wasn’t going to bring me to
the police station because I was too young and because I hadn’t done anything wrong. A week
later they came to arrest me at 3.00 a.m.
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2.

I was asleep at around 3.00 a.m. on the night of my arrest. Israel soldiers surrounded our house
and banged on the door very loudly. My father answered. More than 10 soldiers entered the
house. My father woke me up and took me to the living room where the soldiers were waiting.
The commander told my father they were going to arrest me. He had a list with names of
people he wanted to arrest. They did not tell my father why they were arresting me. My father
asked the commander if I could put on some clothes and the commander said yes.

3.

The soldiers then took me out of the house and walked me for about five minutes towards the
Israeli military watchtower on the main street at the entrance to our camp. When we arrived at
the watchtower soldiers tied my hands to the front with three plastic ties; one on each wrist
and a third one connecting the two. The ties were not painful. They also blindfolded me. Then
they pushed me into the back of a jeep and made me sit on the metal floor. The jeep drove for
about 10 minutes before it stopped. I was able to see from under the blindfold and I think the
jeep stopped at a nearby settlement.

4.

At the settlement the soldiers made me stand in an open area for about 30 minutes. I was still
tied and blindfolded. Then I was taken to see a doctor. The doctor removed the blindfold and
the ties and gave me a questionnaire with some medical questions to answer. Then I was
blindfolded and tied with three plastic ties and taken back to the jeep where I was made to sit
on the metal floor again. The jeep drove for about 30 minutes before it stopped and I was
taken out into an outdoor area. I was told I was in the settlement of Kiryat Arba. It was a very
cold night. Then a policeman removed the blindfold and took me to the interrogation room. I
was alone with the interrogator and I was still tied.

5.

The interrogator asked me if I wanted a lawyer and I told him yes. He asked me if I knew one
and I told him I didn’t. He then asked me for my father’s telephone number and called him and
asked him to appoint me a lawyer. The interrogator then told me he was going to question me
about stone throwing and that my words were going to be used against me in court. I don’t
remember if the interrogator informed me of my right to silence.

6.

The interrogator accused me of throwing stones at soldiers and settler cars on Route 60. I told
him this wasn’t true. He told me there were soldiers who saw me throw stones. I told him this
couldn’t be true. He didn’t show me any pictures. I asked him to bring the soldiers who claim
they saw me throw stones. He told me the soldiers were going to provide their testimony to the
military court. I continued to deny the accusation and the interrogator was writing my
statement. Then he gave it to me written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I signed it after he
verbally translated it.

7.

I was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken to a caravan with a chair, a mattress and
a bathroom. I slept in the caravan. At around noon a policeman brought me some food. At
around 4.00 p.m. a policeman told me I was going to be released. He took me to the front gate
where my father was waiting for me. I went home with my father. We arrived home at around
5.00 p.m.
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Testimony 106
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.Q.A.
14
19 May 2014
Aida refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 19 May 2014, a 14-year-old boy from the Aida refugee camp, in the West Bank,
is served by Israeli soldiers with a summons at midnight.
1.

I was asleep in my bedroom at around midnight when an Israeli soldier woke me up and told
me to go to the living room. There were three soldiers in the house. My father wanted to know
what the soldiers wanted and the commander told my father they had come to hand him a
summons for me to go to the Israeli police station in the settlement of Etzion. He handed me
the summons and took a picture of me holding it. He told me to show up at Etzion police
station at 8.00 a.m. The soldiers then left the house.

2.

In the morning I went with my father to Etzion police station. We were there at 8:00 a.m. An
Israeli policeman allowed us in and we waited for about 30 minutes before the interrogator
took me to the interrogation room. My father came with me. The interrogator was wearing
civilian clothes and spoke fluent Arabic.

3.

The interrogator turned his computer on and showed me a text saying I had the right to silence
and the right to consult with a lawyer. He told me he was going to call a lawyer and ask him to
represent me but he never did. He then told me I was accused of throwing Molotov cocktail at
soldiers near the camp. My father intervened and told the interrogator this wasn’t true. This
made the interrogator very angry and he kicked my father out of the room. He did not allow
him to get back in.

4.

The interrogator told me parents have the right to attend their children’s interrogation on
condition that they don’t interrupt the interrogation and they don’t interfere. The interrogator
then accused me of throwing stones at soldiers during their patrol in the camp. The
interrogation went on for about two hours at the end of which I confessed. The interrogator
then asked me to sign a document written in Hebrew, a language I don’t understand. When I
asked him to translate it for me he said there was no need for translation since it said exactly
what I had told him.

5.

Then I was tied to the back with one plastic tie and taken to a room where I was asked to sit on
the floor. A soldier came in and covered my face with a jacket. I remained in the room for
about 30 minutes. A soldier then came, took off the jacket and blindfolded me. He took me
outside where another soldier took me into the back of a jeep and made me sit on the seat with
other soldiers.

6.

The jeep drove away for about one hour before it stopped and I was taken out. Soldiers told
me I was at Ofer. I was immediately taken to the military court where I waited for about 15

169
minutes in the waiting room. A lawyer came into the waiting room and told me he was
representing me. Then I was taken into the military court room. There was no discussion and
the hearing was adjourned. Then I was taken for a security check and ordered to strip down to
my underwear. Then I was taken to Section 13.
7.

I had two more military court hearings. Each time my father and the lawyer attended. I was
allowed to speak to my father across the courtroom. On the second hearing my lawyer was
informed that a charge sheet wasn’t yet presented and that if this continues to be the case I was
going to be released.

8.

A week later, on Monday 26 May, I was taken to the waiting room of the military court where
I waited until around noon when a soldier came to tell me the miliary court had decided to
release me on bail. At around 4.00 p.m. the soldier came to tell me that my father had paid the
bail money and that I was going to be released. I was released at around 5.00 p.m. My father
was waiting for me outside the prison. My father and I arrived home at around 7.00 p.m.

Testimony 107
Name:
Age:

J.A.M.
13

Date:
Location:
Accusation:

22 May 2014
Deir Nidham, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 22 May 2014, a 14-year-old boy from Deir Nidham, in the West Bank, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2.30 a.m. and accused of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails.
1.

I was asleep when I heard loud banging at our front door at around 2.30 a.m. Seconds later
there were Israeli soldiers inside our house telling us to gather in the living room. My father
was away and the soldiers broke down the front door and the door to my parents’ bedroom
before my mother could answer the door.

2.

Four days earlier, on 19 May, my two brothers were detained for five hours at the entrance to
our village. One of my brothers called me and told me the soldiers wanted me to come to
where they were being held. When I arrived at the entrance to our village a soldier handed me
a phone and I spoke to an Israeli policeman stationed in Binyamin settlement. He told me that
I had to come to the police station the next day with another boy from the village. After I
spoke to the policeman the soldiers released me and my brothers. My family decided that I
shouldn’t go to the police station because my father was away and I was in the middle of
school exams.

3.

I sat on the couch in the living room and one of the soldiers asked me for my date of birth and
told me to get dressed because they were going to take me away for questioning. They didn’t
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say why and didn’t show me any written documents. I hardly had time to put on some clothes
before I was pushed outside the house where a soldier painfully twisted my arms behind my
back and tied my wrists together with one plastic tie which was very painful. They also pulled
down my hat to cover my eyes.
4.

Once outside I was pushed into the back of a waiting jeep that. I was lying on my side on the
floor of the jeep. Another boy was in the jeep too. The jeep drove away and I was kicked and
slapped. Soldiers hit the metal floor with their guns and made frightening loud sounds. The
jeep drove for about 10 minutes before it arrived at the nearby military base.

5.

I waited outside for about 30 minutes before I was taken for a medical examination. After the
doctor asked me some questions about my health I was taken out again where I waited until it
was daylight. I was without any food or drink. They didn’t allow me to use the bathroom. A
soldier told me there were no bathrooms there.

6.

At daybreak I was blindfolded and taken in a military vehicle to a Israeli police station inside
Binyamin settlement. I was still hand tied. A soldier made the tie even tighter. The vehicle
drove for about an hour. At Binyamin I was held in an outdoor area for about an hour before I
was taken for interrogation.

7.

The interrogator introduced himself and told me I had the right to remain silent. He removed
the plastic tie and replaced it with metal handcuffs. My hands were restrained from the back.
He also told me I had the right to see a lawyer and that if I didn’t have my own lawyer he was
going to appoint me one. He told me I was accused of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails
and that there were two witnesses; a soldier and someone from our village. He claimed the
soldier and the other person were eye witnesses and that he had photographs in his possession.
He also told me a stone thrown at a vehicle can cause an accident and even death. I denied the
accusation and challenged him to show me the photographs. He never did. I also asked him to
name the person he claimed was an eyewitness but he refused. The interrogation lasted for
about 15 minutes. Then the interrogator left the room and I was left alone for about an hour. I
wasn’t given any papers to sign. Then I was taken to a prison cell. It was around 10:00 or
11.00 a.m. I was given a glass of water and an apple.

8.

Then I was taken in a military vehicle to Ofer prison. Soldiers swore at me on the way and
said bad things about my mother and sisters and called them whores. We arrived at Ofer at
around 1.00 p.m. I waited in the vehicle outside Ofer until 3.00 p.m. I was taken inside for a
security check, my photograph was taken and I was given prison clothes. I was then taken to a
prison cell where there were other children my age. The other children prepared some food for
me and then I went to sleep.

9.

The following day I was taken to Ofer military court. In court a lawyer advised me if I don’t
confess in the second round of interrogation I would be released. The hearing was adjourned.

10.

On Sunday I was taken back to the military court where I waited in the waiting room from
around 6.00 a.m. until late in the evening. I wasn’t taken for a second interrogation. At around
10.00 p.m. a soldier told me I was going to be released. I was released without charge and my
family didn’t have to pay any money. I went home with the father of another boy from my

171
village. I arrived home at around 11.00 p.m. I missed two of my final school exams; English
language and science. I now avoid soldiers as much as I can.

Testimony 108
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

K.H.T.
17
22 May 2014
‘Abud, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 7 September 2014, a 17-year-old boy is released after spending more than three
months in prison following his arrest walking home from school in the village of 'Abud.
1.

I go to school in the nearby village of 'Abud. At around 10.00 a.m. on 22 May I was chatting
with some friends outside the school after finishing a physics exam. As I was heading home to
study for my next exam I saw some masked boys and young men running down the hill
towards me. I think they were running away from Israeli soldiers after throwing stones at
them. I then heard someone shout 'soldiers, soldiers are in the village’. When I saw the
soldiers myself I thought it might be better to get out of the way so I hid next to a stone wall
on the side of the road.

2.

A military jeep went by and then four soldiers got out of the jeep and came running towards
me. One of the soldiers grabbed me and took me to the jeep. He verbally abused me and called
my mother a whore and cursed God. He pushed me into the back of the jeep where I sat on a
seat. I tried to explain to the soldier I was going home from school and showed him my school
books. He snatched my books and my calculator from my hand and threw them out of the jeep.

3.

Once inside the jeep I was blindfolded and hand tied to the front with one plastic tie. The tie
was very painful and left marks on my wrists for a long time. The jeep drove towards the
nearby military camp near Abud. At the camp I was taken out of the jeep and made to sit
outdoors in the sun from around 11.00 a.m. until around 5.00 p.m. I was given some hot water
to drink but no food.

4.

At around 5.00 p.m. I was taken in a jeep to the police station inside Binjamin settlement. On
the way to Binjamin I was kicked and slapped. I was still blindfolded so I couldn’t see when
they were about to slap or kick me. The trip took about 30 minutes. They made me sit on a
chair in a courtyard before taking me for interrogation.

5.

The interrogator wore a police uniform. He told me to confess to throwing stones. He told me
if I confessed and apologised I would be released. If I did not confess I would 'eat shit’. I
understood that he meant that I would be in deep trouble if I did not confess. The interrogator
spoke fluent Arabic and told me his name was Ghadban, which in Arabic means 'angry’. He
removed the blindfold but kept me tied. He asked me if I had a lawyer. I told him I didn’t. He
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did not inform me of my right to silence. He had a tape recorder on the desk which he turned
on.
6.

He told me that the soldiers had seen me with two masked young men. He said they saw the
two men run away in one direction and I ran away in the opposite direction. He asked me why
I ran away. I told him I was scared when I saw the soldiers in the village. The interrogation
lasted for about 30 minutes. The interrogator swore at me calling my sister and my mother
whores. He threatened to put me in prison for 12 months. He wanted to scare me so that I
would confess. He showed me a document written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I
thought I had to sign the document so I did although I didn’t understand what it said. The
interrogator allowed me to use the bathroom but I didn’t because a soldier wanted to go inside
the bathroom with me.

7.

The interrogation was over by around 6.30 p.m. I was then photographed and fingerprinted
and taken to see a doctor who examined me. After the medical examination I was taken in a
jeep which drove for about two-and-a-half hours before it arrived at Ofer prison, near
Ramallah. The jeep stopped somewhere on the way but I didn’t know where because I was
blindfolded. In Ofer I was searched and given prison clothes which were too big for me. I
didn’t have to strip for the search. I was then taken to Section 13 where I was put with other
young people.

8.

Four days later, on Monday, I spoke to a lawyer in a cage. The lawyer assured me I was going
to be released within days. The following day I was taken to Ofer military court. My uncle and
brother were in court. I didn’t understand anything of what went on in the military court. The
translation wasn’t clear and the interpreter spoke with a low voice. I had about 12 to 15
military court hearings, each time the hearing was adjourned.

9.

In one of the hearings I was almost released on bail. The court wanted 5,000 shekels in bail
but the deal fell apart - I am not sure why. My lawyer appealed and asked for the soldiers who
claimed they saw me throwing stones to be brought to court. The interrogator gave his
testimony in court but I didn’t understand what he said because he spoke in Hebrew. A soldier
falsely testified that he saw me throwing stones with two other masked boys.

10.

In the end, and after many military court hearings, I told my lawyer I wanted a plea bargain. I
wanted to get done with the whole thing because I was afraid they might treat me badly and
give me a high sentence because of the war in Gaza. I was afraid of revenge. My lawyer
successfully negotiated a plea bargain of four months in prison and 500 shekel fine.

11.

My parents did not visit me in prison because they were not granted a permit. No permits were
granted to family members during the war in Gaza. I was released on 7 September 2014. I
went home with somebody from the nearby village and arrived home at around 8.00 p.m.

12.

My parents told me they were not informed of my arrest until the evening of the day when I
was arrested. Someone from the authorities told them I was being held in the settlement of
Modi’in. My parents went to look for me in Modi’in but didn’t find me. They became very
worried and thought I may have been kidnapped and killed. I hold an American passport and
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my parents contacted the American Consulate and reported my arrest but they said there was
nothing the Consulate could do. In prison I was allowed to study Mathematics and Arabic.

Testimony 109
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

J.T.
17
23 May 2014
Deir Nidham, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 23 May 2014, a 17-year-old boy from Deir Nidham, in the West Bank, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2.30 a.m. and accused of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails.
1.

I woke up at around 2.30 a.m. to the sound of loud banging at our front door. I went to wake
my father up but before I managed to do so Israeli soldiers broke the front door and five
soldiers stormed into the house. Two of the soldiers were masked. They told all of us to
gather in the living room and one soldier asked my father for his identity card. Then the
soldier asked my father for my name and told me to get dressed. He told my father they were
going to take me for questioning and would return me later that morning. They did not have
anything in writing. I was scared and worried about my school exams.

2.

The soldiers took me outside the house and I saw three military jeeps with lots of soldiers
around. The soldiers blindfolded me and tied my hands behind my back with one plastic tie.
The tie was very tight and caused me a lot of pain. I still have marks on my wrists nearly two
weeks later. They pushed me into the back of the jeep and made me sit on the seat. The jeep
drove for about 30 minutes before it stopped at the military camp near our village. During
the journey the soldiers swore at me and called me son of a whore. They also slapped and
kicked me.

3.

At the camp they made me sit on the ground outside and soldiers who passed by slapped me
and swore at me as they passed. I felt they were having fun because I heard them laughing.
They made me take my jacket off and I felt cold. They also dragged me from one place to
another. I remained in that place for about nine hours until around 12.00 p.m. I wasn’t given
any food or drink and I was tied and blindfolded the whole time.

4.

At around noon I was taken in a jeep to the Israeli police station at Binyamin settlement. The
trip took about an hour. At Binyamin I was kept outside until around 4.30 p.m. I was still
blindfolded and tied and wasn’t given any food or drink. At around 4.30 p.m. I was taken
inside where the blindfold and the tie were removed and I was taken to see a lawyer. The
lawyer told me I had the right to silence and explained to me what it meant. He also told me
not to confess to anything and not to sign any documents. Then I was taken to the
interrogation room without the lawyer.
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5.

There were four cameras in the interrogation room. The interrogator handcuffed me to the
front and started by accusing me of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails and told me
young men from the village had provided testimonies against me. He did not inform me of
my rights. I denied the accusation and told the interrogator I had the right to silence. He got
angry and told me I was a liar and that there were pictures of me throwing stones. I asked
him to show me the pictures and all he could come up with were pictures of me blindfolded
and hand tied in the courtyard at Binyamin.

6.

Then he showed me a document written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it but I refused. I
told him I didn’t understand Hebrew and asked for the document to be translated into Arabic.
The interrogator got angry and threatened that he would detain me for a long time if I
continued to refuse to sign the paper. The interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes.

7.

After the interrogation I was taken to a prison cell in Binyamin where I stayed with another
boy from my village. There were cameras in the cell and it was evening by the time I got
there. I was still without any food or drink. I asked to use the bathroom and I was allowed
but the handcuffs were kept on. When I got back from the bathroom the handcuffs were
removed.

8.

At around 8.00 p.m. I was taken in a jeep to Ofer prison. I was tired and hungry. On the way
I was slapped and kicked by the soldiers. They also swore at me and called my mother a
whore. When we arrived I was searched in my underwear and was given prison clothes and
taken to Section 13. The other children prepared some food for me. I ate and went to bed.

9.

I spent the following day, 24 May, in Ofer. In the evening, at around 8.00 p.m. I was told I
had a military court hearing the following day but that never happened. Instead, the
following day, 25 May, I was taken back to the police station at Benyamin settlement. At
Benyamin I was kept in a cell for about two hours and then I was taken for interrogation by
the same interrogator once again. I was shackled and handcuffed and another boy aged 14
from my village was brought into the interrogation room with me.

10.

The interrogator did not tell me about my right to silence. He asked the other boy whether he
knew me and whether I was the one whom he had confessed against. The boy denied ever
having confessed against me and told the interrogator his testimony had been tampered with.
Then the interrogator showed the boy a document written in Hebrew and asked him to sign it
but the boy refused. Then the interrogator asked me whether I knew the boy. He also showed
me a document written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it but I refused.

11.

After the interrogation I was finger printed and taken to a prison cell. At around midnight I
was taken back to Ofer prison. I sat in the jeep for an hour and then the jeep drove for about
an hour before it arrived at Ofer. The whole time at Binyamin I was without food. I was
allowed to drink and use the bathroom once. I arrived at Ofer at around 1.00 a.m. on 26 May
and went straight to bed.

12.

Later than morning, at around 8.00 a.m., I was taken to Ofer Military Court near the prison. I
waited in the waiting room until the evening. During this time I was given a sandwich. At
around 11.00 p.m. I was told I was going to be released. I was put on a bus with other
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prisoners who were going to be released that day. The process took more than an hour and I
was out of the prison compound at around 12.30 a.m. on 27 May. I was released without
charge and without having to pay any money. My uncle was waiting for me. We arrived
home at around 1.30 a.m. My mother had cooked a special meal for me.
13.

I found it hard to fall asleep the first few nights back at home. Whenever I hear the sound of
stun grenades or tear gas in the village my heart sinks. I used to hang out with my friends a
lot but now I don’t. I stay away from them. I also missed four days of school just before my
final high school exams. I have a lot of catching up to do. When I graduate I would like to
study to become an accountant. This is the second time I have been arrested this year. The
first time was in January 2014. I think other boys in the village find it hard to withstand the
pressure during interrogation and they just give names of other boys in the village. I thank
this is the reason why I was arrested.

Testimony 110
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.H.T.
17
24 May 2014
Deir Nidham, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 24 May 2014, a 17-year-old from the village of Deir Nidham, is arrested by
Israeli soldiers at 10.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was walking near my school at around 10.00 a.m. when I saw a group of boys being chased
by Israeli soldiers. I was scared so I decided to hide next to a group of construction workers
who were on the side of the road. A military jeep approached and four soldiers got out and
came to where I was hiding. They fired three stun grenades in my direction and told me to go
with them. Initially I refused to go with them because I had not done anything wrong. Then
they beat me in my stomach and slapped me hard on my face, which was painful. They then
dragged me inside the jeep where I waited for about an hour.

2.

After about an hour the jeep drove to a nearby military base where I was blindfolded and
hand tied to the front with one plastic tie which was not painful. The soldiers made me sit in
an open courtyard in the sun for about two hours until 1.00 p.m. During this time the soldiers
slapped me and kicked a football against my head. At around 1.00 p.m. I was taken to an
Israeli police station inside Binyamin settlement. The trip took about two hours. I was put in
a room in the police station where I waited by myself for about one hour. I wasn’t given any
food or water. At around 4.00 p.m. I was taken for interrogation.

3.

The interrogator was wearing an Israeli police uniform. He spoke fluent Arabic and told me
his name was Ghadban which in Arabic means 'angry’. The interrogation room was very
small and the interrogator had a tape recorder which he turned on. I also saw a camera in the
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corner of the room. He told me I had the right to remain silent and the right to see a lawyer. I
told him I didn’t know any lawyers. He asked me for my parents’ number and called my
father who told him he couldn’t leave work. The interrogator removed the blindfold and the
hand tie and then commenced to question before I had any opportunity to see a lawyer.
4.

He accused me of throwing stones and said that the soldiers had seen me throw three stones.
I denied the allegation. He then told me if I confessed and apologised he would send me
home. However, if I didn’t confess he would make sure I spent 20 months in prison. The
interrogation lasted about one hour. He then told me not to tell the judge that he had beaten,
sworn or raised his voice at me. He emphasised the fact that he hadn’t done any of these
things to me. Then he showed me a document written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it and
I did. He told me the document was for prison purposes but later I found out it was a
confession that I had thrown stones.

5.

After the interrogation I was photographed and fingerprinted and taken in a jeep to Ofer
prison, near Ramallah. I was tied and blindfolded. The trip took about one hour. At Ofer I
was searched in my underwear and I was given some prison clothes. I was the taken to a
prison cell where there were other young people. The following day I saw a lawyer for the
first time who told me I was going to be released in a few days.

6.

On Wednesday, 28 May, I was taken to Ofer military court. My parents and my cousin and
uncle were in the military court in addition to the lawyer. In the military court they spoke in
Hebrew and I couldn’t understand a thing. I just sat there like an idiot. The hearing was
adjourned until Sunday, 1 June.

7.

I think I had about 12 or 13 military court appearances. In one of the hearings the military
judge said it was wrong to ask me to sign a document written in a language I didn’t
understand. In the end the prosecutor requested 10 months imprisonment based on a
testimony from a soldier. The court took the soldier’s testimony into account although he
wasn’t telling the truth. In the end my lawyer advised me to accept a plea bargain under
which I would get four months in prison in return for admitting I threw stones, even though I
didn’t. I took the plea bargain and I was sentenced to four months in prison.

8.

I was released a few weeks early on 9 September 2014. My father and my uncle and cousin
were waiting for me outside Ofer prison and we arrived home at 9.00 p.m. My mother had
prepared a big meal for me when I got home.

9.

In prison I played chess and I drew. I also wrote for a monthly magazine. I spent my entire
sentence in Ofer. I missed my school exams and the Eid celebrations with my family which
made me feel very sad.
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Testimony 111
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.A.B.
15
25 May 2014
Abud, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 25 May 2014, a 15-year-old boy from Deir Abu Mash’al , in the West Bank is
arrested by Israeli soldiers whilst at school in the neighbouring village.
1.

I was at my school in the nearby village of Abud, helping arrange the chairs in the halls for the
final school exams. It was around 10.00 a.m. Earlier that day there were clashes and some
boys were throwing stones at Israeli settler cars. As I left the school I saw Israeli soldiers
about 200 meters away from the school. All the other boys ran away except me. I didn’t see
any reason to runaway. A group of soldiers came from behind and grabbed me. I was
ambushed and very surprised.

2.

The soldiers dragged me to where a military jeep was parked. They arrested two other boys
but then let them go. I think they kept me because I am taller. They took me back to the school
and spoke to one of my teachers. The teacher told the soldiers I was in the school at the time of
the incident and that I wasn’t involved in throwing stones. The soldiers told the teacher they
wanted me to tell them names of boys who were throwing stones. Then they started to fire stun
grenades at students inside the school.

3.

I was then taken to the back of a military jeep and a soldier tied my hands to the front with one
plastic tie. I complained to the soldier that the tie caused me a lot of pain and instead of doing
something to loosen the tie he tightened it even more. I was also blindfolded. A soldier inside
the jeep started to ask me questions. He wanted to know the names of the boys who throw
stones. He slapped me when I told him I didn’t know any of the boys. It hurt. He kept asking
me the same questions for about five minutes and then got off the jeep. Another soldier came
and asked me the same questions. I told him I didn’t know any names. He kicked and slapped
me all the time. He hit me with the back of his gun and swore at my father and my mother
calling her a whore.

4.

Some boys and young men from the village now started to throw stones at the military jeep I
was in and the whole thing turned into chaos, with soldiers firing stun grenades. The jeep
drove away and the soldiers opened the back door. The jeep waited for about 30 minutes
before an Israeli commander from the District Coordination Office (DCO) came and he set me
free. By then it was around 3.00 p.m. It was a very frightening experience which lasted for
about five hours.
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Testimony 112
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

Y.K.A.
14
25 May 2014
Al Fawwar, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 25 May 2014, a 14-year-old boy from the village of Al Fawwar is arrested by
Israeli soldiers at 2.00 a.m.
1.

I was about to fall asleep when my father came to tell me there were Israeli soldiers in our
house. It was 2.00 a.m. My father told me to go to the living room immediately. There were
lots of soldiers there. The commander asked my father for the names of his children. When my
father mentioned my name the commander wanted to know which one I was and told me to
get dressed. The commander told my father they wanted to arrest me and that I was accused of
throwing stones. He told my father they were going to take me to the Israeli settlement of
Kiyat Arba for interrogation. The commander gave my father a piece of paper with the details
of my arrest and asked him to sign it which he did.

2.

The soldiers then tied my hands to the front using three plastic ties: one on each wrist and one
connecting the two. The ties were painful. They took me outside the house to the main street.
A military jeep arrived and the soldiers put me into the back of the jeep and made me sit on a
seat. The jeep drove towards the nearby Israeli military watchtower. When we arrived a
soldier blindfolded me. I remained in the jeep for about 30 minutes before I was transferred to
a troop carrier, which had other detainees in it. I sat on a seat inside the carrier. While inside a
soldier tightened the blindfold and when I put my hands to ease it someone punched me on the
head and swore at me in Hebrew.

3.

The vehicle drove for about five minutes before it stopped at a military base in Hebron, I think
it was the civil administration building. I was taken out of the vehicle and made to sit on the
ground near the gate for about an hour. I was then taken into a caravan where I sat on a metal
chair. I stayed there for about an hour and a soldier was there the whole time guarding me.

4.

I was then taken to see a doctor who took my pulse and gave me a questionnaire with medical
questions to answer. The ties and blindfold were removed during the examination and were
put back on after the examination. I was then taken back into the troop carrier. The vehicle
drove for about 30 minutes before it stopped and I was taken out. A soldier removed the
blindfold and I realised I was at the Israeli police station inside the settlement of Kiryat Arba. I
was then made me sit on the ground for about three hours, until around 8:00 a.m. when an
interrogator came for me.

5.

The interrogator wore civilian clothes and spoke fluent Arabic. He removed the blindfold but
kept my hand ties on. I don’t recall whether he had a camera or a tape recorder in the room.
Before the interrogation he told me I had the right to silence and the right to see a lawyer, but I
didn’t know any lawyers. The interrogator asked me for my father’s number and called him
and asked him to appoint me a lawyer.
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6.

He then started to question me before I had spoken to a lawyer. He told me I was accused of
throwing stones and Molotov cocktails at soldiers in the refugee camp where I live. I told him
this wasn’t true. He then told me other people from the camp had confessed against me. I
asked him to tell me who these people were but he never did. The interrogation lasted for
about an hour. In the end the interrogator printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to
sign it but I refused. Then he took me outside to the courtyard and made me sit in the sun for
about an hour. Then another interrogator took me for a second interrogation.

7.

The second interrogator wore civilian clothes. He placed a tape recorder on the table and
started to interrogate me without informing me of my rights. The interrogation lasted for about
30 minutes. During the interrogation he placed his gun on the table. He accused me of the
same accusations as the first interrogator. In the beginning I denied the accusations but then he
accused me of throwing explosive pipes and stones at soldiers on multiple occasions. He
claimed he had witnesses but he never identified them. He told me I was accused of a number
of serious accusations and that I would spend many years in prison if I didn’t confess.

8.

I was scared and decided to confess to throwing stones at soldiers and to taking part in
demonstrations. The interrogator then printed a document in Hebrew and asked me to sign it
but I refused. He told me it didn’t matter because he had recorded what I had said. I was then
photographed and fingerprinted and taken to a caravan where I sat on a chair and waited for
about 30 minutes. A soldier was guarding me the whole time.

9.

I was then shackled and handcuffed and taken in a vehicle which drove for about an hour
before it arrived at Ofer prison, near Ramallah. I was immediately taken to the military court.
A lawyer was in court who told me he was representing me. The lawyer asked for the hearing
to be adjourned. I was then taken to Ofer prison where I was strip searched, given prison
clothes and taken to Section 13 where I stayed with other children. Five days later I was taken
back to the military court. My father was there and the hearing was adjourned again. I had six
military court hearings, each time my parents and the lawyer attended. On the last hearing I
was sentenced to two months in prison for throwing stones at soldiers and fined 2,000 shekels.
I also had a suspended sentence of 11 months valid for three years.

10.

In prison there were classes but I didn’t study that much. I spent most of my time with other
prisoners from my refugee camp. My parents were not allowed to visit me in prison. I was
released on 6 August 2014. My father was waiting for me outside prison and he took me
home.

Testimony 113
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:

S.M.
15
26 May 2014
Beit Awwa, West Bank
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Accusation:

Throwing stones

Summary: On 26 May 2014, a 15-year-old boy from Beit Awwa, in the West Bank, is served
with a summons by Israeli soldiers at 2.00 a.m.
1.

It was 2.00 a.m. when we woke up to the sound of Israeli soldiers banging at our front door.
We were all asleep. My father opened the door and the soldiers gave him a written summons
for me to show up at the Israeli police station in the settlement of Kiryat Arba the following
morning for interrogation. The soldiers then left.

2.

Later that morning, I went with my uncle to the settlement of Kiryat Arba as requested. My
father couldn’t accompany me because he was at work. My uncle and I arrived at the police
station at around 11.00 a.m. We rang the bell and a soldier took us into the waiting room
where we waited. Two hours later a policeman took me to the interrogation room. My uncle
asked to accompany me during the interrogation but the policeman refused and asked another
policeman to take my uncle outside the police station.

3.

The interrogator told me his name was Rafi. He was wearing a police uniform. He asked me to
sit on the chair in front of him. I wasn’t handcuffed and I don’t recall whether there was a
camera or a tape recorder in the room. He did not tell me about my right to silence and
immediately asked me if I remembered the day when a shack owned by my uncle was
demolished by the Israeli army. I told him I did remember that day. Then he told me I was
accused of throwing stones at the soldiers who were demolishing the shack. I told him this
wasn’t true. I told him I was at the site but I didn’t throw stones at anyone.

4.

The interrogation lasted for about two hours and the whole time the interrogator insisted that I
threw stones at soldiers. He told me they arrested me based on video footage the soldiers took
two months earlier during the demolition showing me throwing stones. He told me they waited
all this time because they were not sure of the identity of the person in the footage. The
interrogator showed me the footage on his computer screen but it wasn’t clear at all. I
continued to deny the accusation.

5.

When the interrogation was over the interrogator asked me if I wanted to consult with a
lawyer. Then he asked me for my father’s telephone number. Then he showed me a document
written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I signed it after he explained to me what was
written in it and I realised he had written exactly what I had told him. The interrogator then
took me for fingerprinting and photographing. During this time he advised me not to be
involved in stone throwing in the future and to take care of myself.

6.

He then took me for a medical examination where a doctor asked me if I suffered from
illnesses or allergies. He also took my pulse and blood pressure and asked me to fill in a
questionnaire. Then he asked me if I was hungry and brought me some food. Then he told me
he was going to take me to a room until a vehicle arrived to take me to Ofer where the military
court would decide what to do with me.

7.

At around 7.00 p.m. soldiers shackled and handcuffed me and took me to a jeep where I sat on
a seat. The jeep drove for about an hour before it arrived at Ofer prison, near Ramallah. I was
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taken for a security check where I was searched. They made me take off my clothes but I was
allowed to keep my underwear on. I was given prison clothes and taken to Section 13.
8.

The following morning, Tuesday, 27 May, a soldier told me to get ready as I was being taken
to the military court. I got ready but I was never taken to court. At around 12.00 p.m. a soldier
told me the court hearing took place without me and that I was going to be released on bail.
My family had to pay 500 Shekels to get me released on bail. My uncle was waiting for me
outside court. I went home with him. I was told that the next military court hearing is
scheduled on 10 December 2014.

Testimony 114
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.J.S.
16
26 May 2014
Al Fawwar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 26 May 2014, a 16-year-old boy from Al Fawwar, in the West Bank, is arrested
by Israeli soldiers at 2.30 a.m.
1.

I was about to fall asleep when I heard banging at the front door. It was 2.30 a.m. I got out of
bed and found Israeli soldiers were in our house talking to my father. A week earlier soldiers
came to our house at midnight and gave my father a summons for me to go to the settlement of
Kiryat Arba for interrogation. My father did not want to hand me over to them and said if they
needed me they had to come and get me.

2.

The soldiers immediately took me out of the house. I don’t remember if they told my father
where they were taking me or why they were arresting me. Outside the house I was tied with
three plastic ties to the front: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. I was also
blindfolded and taken to the Israeli military watchtower on the main road. The soldiers pushed
me on the way and it took about five minutes to get to the tower. When we arrived a military
jeep was waiting. I was put in the back of the military jeep and made to sit on the metal floor.
A soldier slapped me lightly on the face.

3.

The jeep drove for about five minutes before stopping. I was able to see from under the
blindfold that we were at the settlement of Hagai. I was immediately taken to see a doctor who
asked me if I had any illnesses. I told him I had problems in my colon but he did not pay any
attention. I was then taken to a courtyard where I remained until 10.00 a.m. I was then put in
the back of a jeep and again made to sit on the floor. The jeep remained stationary for about
two hours. We then drove for about 30 minutes before we stopped at a caravan and I was made
to sit on a bench for about 30 minutes. Then I was taken to an interrogation room.
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4.

The interrogator removed the blindfold but kept my hands tied. He then turned on a tape
recorder in his phone and started to question me. He did not inform me of my right to silence
or of my right to see a lawyer. He accused me of throwing stones which I denied. He then
brought statements he claimed were from other boys who had testified that I had been
throwing stones. I said I wanted to see these boys but the interrogator said that it was none of
my business. He then offered me a cup of coffee but I didn’t take it. The interrogator got angry
and spilled the coffee on me but I wasn’t hurt although the coffee was hot. He then took me to
another policeman who continued to interrogate me.

5.

The policeman turned a tape recorder on and told me I had the right to remain silent and the
right to see a lawyer. He called a lawyer and allowed me to speak to him. The lawyer
introduced himself and told me not to confess. The second interrogator was much worse than
the first one. He told I had to confess to throwing stones against my will and started to shout
and swear at me. In the end I decided to confess to throwing stones. The interrogator then
printed out my statement in both Arabic and English. It said that I had confessed to throwing
stones at the watchtower near the refugee camp where I live. He asked me to sign it and I did.

6.

I was then photographed and taken back to the caravan where I stayed for about an hour. A
soldier then blindfolded me and put me on the floor of a jeep. The jeep drove for about 30
minutes before stopping. It was now around 3.00 p.m. I was taken out of the jeep and was told
I was at the police station in the settlement of Etzion.

7.

On arrival at the police station I was strip searched. I was then taken into a cell which had a
toilet and a sink. I was able to drink but I wasn’t given any food to eat. I remained in the cell
until around 8.00 p.m. when I was handcuffed and shackled and taken in a troop carrier to
Ofer prison, near Ramallah. The journey took approximately one hour. On arrival at Ofer I
was strip searched again. I was then given a prison uniform and taken to Section 13.

8.

On 28 May I had a military court hearing. I was represented by a lawyer but my parents were
not present. They were not notified of the hearing. The hearing was adjourned for four days.
All in all I think I had 10 military court hearings. During this time my lawyer was trying to
release me on bail but he failed. In the end I was sentenced to five months in prison and fined
NIS 2,000. This was part of a plea bargain.

9.

I spent my sentence in Ofer. In prison I studied for my Tawjihi exams and my parents visited
me twice. I was released on 12 October 2015. My father was waiting for me outside Ofer and I
went home with him.

Testimony 115
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:

M.S.H.
15
1 June 2014
Al Fawwar, West Bank
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Accusation:

Throwing stones

Summary: On 1 June 2014, a 15-year-old boy from the Al Fawwar refugee camp in the West
Bank is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 3.15 a.m.
1.

It was at 3.15 am when Israeli soldiers surrounded our house. I was asleep and my father woke
me up to tell me soldiers were in the house. I got up and went to the living room and saw
many heavily armed soldiers inside the house. One of the soldiers told my father they were
going to arrest me. They did not say why and didn’t present any written documents. My
brothers got into an argument with the soldiers as they tried to understand why they wanted to
arrest me. My father tried to calm everyone down because he didn’t want things to go out of
control. I went back to the bedroom to get dressed.

2.

The minute soldiers took me outside the house they tied my hands to the front with one plastic
tie and walked me to the Israeli military watchtower at the entrance to the camp. The tie was
painful but I did not complain because I was scared I might be beaten. We walked for about 10
minutes. When we arrived at the watchtower the soldiers replaced the tie with three plastic
ties: one on each wrist and one connecting them. They also blindfolded me.

3.

Five minutes later I was taken into the back of a jeep where they made me sit on the metal
floor. The jeep drove for about 10 minutes before it arrived at the settlement of Haggai located
near the camp. I was able to read the sign from under the blindfold. When we arrived I was
taken out of the jeep and made to stand outside for 10 minutes. Then I was taken into a big
room with lots of chairs. There were three other detainees there from the camp. I was kept in
this room until the morning. I asked the soldier who was guarding us if I could use the
bathroom but he refused.

4.

At around 8.00 a.m. I was put back in the jeep and made to sit on the metal floor. The jeep
drove for about 30 minutes before it arrived at the settlement of Kiryat Arba. I was
immediately taken into the interrogation room. The interrogator introduced himself as Moshe
and removed the blindfold. He had a tape recorder in front of him. I don’t remember seeing a
camera. Before he asked me any questions he told me I had the right to see a lawyer. I told
him I didn’t need a lawyer because I hadn’t done anything wrong. Then he asked for my
father’s number and called my father and asked him to appoint a lawyer.

5.

He then started to interrogate me. He did not tell me I had the right to silence. Moshe told me I
was accused of throwing stones at Israeli cars on Route 60. I told him this wasn’t true. He told
me a boy from the camp had confessed against me. I told the interrogator this couldn’t be true
and asked him to bring that boy to confront me, but he never did. Then the interrogator printed
out a document written in Hebrew and read it out to me in Arabic. I signed it because it
matched what I had told him. The interrogation lasted for approximately one hour.

6.

After the interrogation I was fingerprinted and photographed and taken to another room where
I remained until around 1.00 p.m. I wasn’t given any food. Then I was blindfolded and put in
the back of a jeep where I sat on the metal floor. I was still tied to the front with three plastic
ties. The jeep drove for about an hour before it arrived at Etzion police station. I was kept
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inside the jeep for another hour because the policemen at Etzion refused to admit me claiming
there was paperwork missing.
7.

The jeep drove back to Kiryat Arba where I stayed inside the jeep for another 30 minutes.
Then the jeep drove back to Etzion. I remained in the jeep for another 30 minutes before a
soldier came and moved me to another vehicle. They replaced the plastic ties with metal
handcuffs, removed the blindfold and shackled my ankles. The vehicle drove for about an hour
before it arrived at Ofer prison, near Ramallah.

8.

On arrival at Ofer I was immediately taken to a waiting room in the military court. I was then
taken into the military court but there was no lawyer for me. The judge said that another boy
from the camp confessed that I threw stones and told me they were going to hold me in
detention. I told the judge to bring that boy so I could challenge him. The judge then adjourned
the hearing. He told me to appoint a lawyer. The soldiers then strip-searched me and told me
to crouch a couple of times. Then they gave me some prison clothes and took me to Section
13.

9.

At 8.00 a.m. the following day a soldier told me I had another military court hearing. My
parents were not there because they were not informed. A lawyer was there who said he was
going to represent me. The lawyer asked the court to release me because I wasn’t assigned a
lawyer earlier on and because I did not confess to anything. The hearing was adjourned until
Thursday, 5 June. I was then taken back to Ofer prison.

10.

On the Thursday I was again taken to the waiting room at the military court where I remained
until 5.00 p.m. At around 5.00 p.m. a soldier took me back to the prison cell. About 10
minutes later a soldier came to tell me I was going to be released on bail. I was told my family
had to pay 1,500 shekels to have me released. I took a taxi from the prison and arrived home at
around 9.00p.m.

Testimony 116
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

W.J.B.
16
2 June 2014
Al Fawwar, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotovs/paint

Summary: On 2 June 2014, a 16-year-old boy from the Al Fawwar refugee camp in the West
Bank, is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2.30 a.m. and accused of throwing stones, Molotov
cocktails and paint at soldiers.
1.

My mother woke me up and told me Israeli soldiers were in our house. It was 2.30 a.m. About
one week earlier soldiers had come at night and delivered a summons for me to go to the
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Israeli police station inside the settlement of Kiryat Arba. My father said he wasn’t going to
take me to the police station and if they wanted me they could come and get me.
2.

A soldier asked for my name and said I was under arrest. He introduced himself as Captain
Wael. I was immediately taken out of the house where I was tied to the front with one plastic
tie which was painful. I was also blindfolded. One of the soldiers kicked me with his boots. I
was then led to another part of the refugee camp where more arrests were made, and then to
the Israeli military watchtower at the entrance to the camp. It was now around 3.30 a.m. I was
then made to sit on the ground for about 10 minutes before being put in the back of a troop
carrier and made to sit on the metal floor.

3.

The troop carrier drove for about five minutes before stopping. I was taken out of the vehicle
and my blindfold was removed. I found myself in front of a doctor. The doctor gave me a
questionnaire to answer. Afterwards I was blindfolded again and taken to a room where I slept
on a bench. At around 10.00 a.m. I was woken up and put back into the troop carrier. Around
30 minutes later we arrived at the police station inside the settlement of Kiryat Arba. I was
taken out of the vehicle and led to a room for interrogation.

4.

My blindfold was removed and I saw an interrogator dressed in civilian clothes. I remained
tied. I was put on a seat and told I would be questioned about throwing stones, Molotov
cocktails and paint at soldiers. The interrogator told me I had the right to silence. He also told
me I had the right to consult with a lawyer but I did not see a lawyer until I was in the military
court.

5.

The interrogator then told me that other boys had made confessions against me. When I denied
all the accusations the interrogator got angry and took me to see another interrogator in the
next room. The second interrogator wore police uniform. He started by yelling and shouting at
me. He threatened that if I didn’t confess I was going to suffer a lot. He did not beat me but I
was terrified of him. Still, I continued to deny the accusations. The interrogation lasted for
about two hours. During this time I was allowed to use the bathroom but I wasn’t given
anything to eat. Each time I denied the accusation the interrogator got angrier and angrier until
I finally decided to confess to throwing stones but not to throwing Molotov cocktails or paint.
The interrogator typed up my statement in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I decided to sign
even though I couldn’t understand what it said.

6.

I was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken back to the troop carrier. I was
blindfolded and made to sit on a seat. The vehicle drove for about 30 minutes before it stopped
and I was put in a waiting room where I slept on a bench for about four hours. At around 7:00
p.m. a soldier shackled my legs and handcuffed me and I was put in a prison bus. The bus
drove for about an hour before it stopped at Ofer prison, near Ramallah. I remained in the bus
outside Ofer prison until around 10.00 p.m. I was then taken inside and strip searched. I was
asked to crouch up and down while naked. I was then given a prison uniform and taken to
Section with other prisoners my age.

7.

The following day I was taken to Ofer military court. There was a lawyer in the military court
but my parents were not there. The hearing was adjourned for a week. A week later I had
another hearing in the military court. This time both the lawyer and my parents attended. The
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hearing was adjourned again. During my third visit to the military court I was put in a waiting
room. One of the prison guards searched me very aggressively and hit me in my face and my
back. I had four more hearings before the military court.
8.

During the last hearing I was sentenced to five months in prison and fined 2,000 Shekels as
part of a plea bargain. While in prison I was allowed to study Hebrew, Mathematics and
English. I was released on 19 October 2014. I went home with my parents who were waiting
for me outside prison.

Testimony 117
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

F.Z.S.
14
3 June 2014
Al Jib, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 3 June 2014, a 14-year-old boy from Al Jib, in the West Bank, is arrested by
Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones during a demonstration.
1.

I was arrested on the street in our village at around noon. On the day of my arrest there was a
demonstration at 10.00 a.m. in solidarity with prisoners on hunger strike. The demonstration
marched towards the checkpoint but Israeli soldiers came into the village to disperse it.
Everybody started to run away and so did I. I managed to get back to the house. I stayed home
until around noon when my mother asked me to go and get something from the grocery store.

2.

On my way to the shop I saw that soldiers were still in the village. I managed to buy what I
needed from the shop and wanted to go home when the soldiers started to chase me in the jeep.
I started to run but the jeep continued to chase me and another jeep came. At one point I
couldn’t run any further and the soldiers caught me.

3.

One of the soldiers hit me in the chest and pushed me into the back of the jeep. He made me
sit on the seat. The jeep drove for about five minutes towards the Al Jib checkpoint. On the
way one of the soldiers was very angry. He swore at me and cursed God and my religion.
Another soldier hit me with the metal handcuffs on my hands.

4.

I was taken into a room at the checkpoint. I sat on a bench and a soldier asked me for my
father’s number. He then left the room and I remained there for about an hour. At a certain
point I heard my father’s voice but I couldn’t see him. Then I was taken to the back of the jeep
where I was shackled and handcuffed to the front with metal handcuffs. The handcuffs were
painful.

5.

The jeep drove for about 15 minutes before it arrived at Atarot police station, near Ramallah.
One of the soldiers put me in a place that looked like a cage where I sat on a bench for about
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two hours. An interrogator then took me to the interrogation room where my father was
waiting. I was exhausted as I hadn’t eaten or had anything to drink for many hours.
6.

The interrogator told me his name was Fadi and he removed the handcuffs. He was wearing
civilian clothes. He asked my father to sit down and not to speak. Before he started to
interrogate me he told me I had the right to silence and to consult with a lawyer, although I
didn’t consult with a lawyer. He had a tape recorder and everything was recorded.

7.

He told me I was accused of throwing stones at soldiers. I denied the accusation but the
interrogator insisted that I did and claimed he had pictures of me throwing stones. He didn’t
show me any pictures and I continued to deny the accusation. The interrogator then said there
were eyewitnesses who saw me throwing stones. At this point my father got angry and asked
the interrogator to be satisfied with the answers I was giving him. My father also asked that I
be released and he promised to guarantee that I wouldn’t do anything that violates the law. The
interrogator rejected this offer.

8.

The interrogator then shouted at me and threatened to put me in prison for a long time. He
turned the tape recorder off each time he shouted because he didn’t want to record the
shouting. Then he decided to kick my father out. I was in the room with the interrogator by
myself. I was scared and decided to confess to throwing stones. Then the interrogator brought
my father back into the room and told him I had confessed. The interrogator then printed my
statement in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. He told me it was exactly what I had told him so
I signed it. The interrogation lasted for about three hours. I was then photographed and
fingerprinted. Then he brought me some food and drink and allowed me to use the bathroom.

9.

At around 11.00 p.m. I was handcuffed to the front and taken to the back of a vehicle. The
vehicle drove for about 15 minutes before it arrived at Ofer prison. At Ofer I was strip
searched and asked to crouch up and down a couple of times. I felt humiliated and objected to
this kind of search. The soldier insisted that I do it and threatened to beat me if I didn’t. Then I
was given prison clothes and taken to Section 13.

10.

Two days later I was taken to the military court. My father and a lawyer were in court. The
hearing was adjourned for four days. I had four military court hearings and on the last hearing
the court ruled that the time I had already spent in prison was my sentence. I was also fined
2,000 shekels. My father paid the fine and I was released on the same day, on 20 June 2014.

Testimony 118
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.B.H.
14
5 June 2014
Ya’bad, West Bank
Throwing stones
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Summary: On 5 June 2014, a 14-year-old boy from Ya’bad, in the West Bank, is arrested with
his friend off the street by Israeli soldiers at 9.30 p.m.
1.

I was walking with my friend in our town at around 9.30 p.m. Suddenly two Israeli military
jeeps appeared. We saw the jeeps but did not run away because we had no reason to run. One
of the jeeps pulled up and suddenly stopped. Three soldiers got out and immediately arrested
me and my friend. One of the soldiers tied my hands to the front with three plastic ties: one
around each wrist and one connecting them. The ties caused me a lot of pain. They also
blindfolded me and pushed me into the back of the jeep and made me sit on a seat. They didn’t
tell me why I was being arrested. The jeep stopped at the entrance of the town and waited for
about an hour. The soldiers in the jeep were singing loudly and I felt as if they were making
fun of me.

2.

At around 10.30 p.m. the jeep drove to the nearby Israeli settlement of Mevo Dotan. I was
taken out of the jeep and made to sit on the ground for about an hour. I was still tied and
blindfolded. At around 11.30 p.m. I was taken to see a doctor. The doctor did not examine but
asked me some questions about my health.

3.

I was then taken to a small storage room. I was still tied and blindfolded. My friend, who was
arrested with me, was also in the room. We spent the night on the benches in that room but we
didn’t sleep at all. The soldier who was guarding us did not allow us to sleep. Each time my
friend and I fell asleep the soldier would either kick and slap us or take us outside for about 30
minutes before returning us to the room. We were given some water to drink but no food.

4.

At around 2.00 a.m. a soldier walked into the room and started to interrogate me. He wanted to
know why I was in the area where I was arrested. He spoke good Arabic. I told him I going for
a walk with my friend and that we didn’t do anything wrong. The soldier got very angry and
started to swear at me. He said bad things about God and religion. He also motioned to hit me
but backed off the last minute. Then he asked for my father’s telephone number and called him
to get my identity card number.

5.

Later that day, at around 2.00 p.m., I was taken to a jeep and pushed inside and made to sit on
a seat. The jeep drove for about 30 minutes before it stopped. I was still tied and blindfolded. I
was taken inside and found out I was in Salem military base. I was immediately taken into a
room where the blindfold was removed and I was photographed. I was then taken to see
another doctor who asked me some medical questions. I was then taken back to the jeep where
I stayed for about an hour.

6.

At around 3.30 p.m. the jeep took me to Megiddo prison, inside Israel. For some reason I was
not admitted to the prison and I was then taken back to Salem. At Salem I waited inside the
jeep for about 30 minutes and then we drove back to Megiddo. It was now around 7.00 p.m.
This time I was admitted into the prison. I was given a quick security check and then put in a
cell with other children. I spent Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights in Megiddo prison.

7.

On Monday, 9 June, at around 8.30 a.m., a soldier told me I was being taken to the military
court. I was shackled and handcuffed and taken to another section in the prison. I was led into
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a room and realized I was going to be interrogated, not taken to court. The interrogator was
wearing civilian clothes. I was in the room with him by myself.
8.

The interrogator started by asking me general questions. He wanted to know my name, my age
and details about my family. He did not tell me I had the right to silence or the right to consult
with a lawyer. He also didn’t ask for my parents’ telephone number. Then he asked me why I
was throwing stones in the area where I was arrested. I told him I wasn’t throwing stones and
that I was walking with my friend. Then he claimed soldiers had taken photographs of me
throwing stones. I asked him to show me the photographs. He then told me the photographs
were taken by a satellite and therefore it wasn’t possible for him to show them to me. Then he
told me that my friend had provided a confession against me. I told him this couldn’t be true.
The interrogator got angry and started to shout at me but he didn’t beat or threaten me. The
interrogation lasted for about an hour. In the end the interrogator printed out my statement in
Hebrew. He verbally translated it to me and asked me to sign it, which I did.

9.

After the interrogation I was put in a vehicle. I was still shackled and handcuffed. The vehicle
drove me a short distance to Salem military court where I was put in a waiting room for about
30 minutes. Then I was taken into court. My parents were not in court but there was a lawyer.
The court hearing only lasted a few minutes and I was taken back to the waiting room for
about 30 minutes before being taken back to court.

10.

This time the court hearing lasted much longer. An argument went on between the lawyer, the
judge and the prosecutor. In the end I was taken back to the waiting room where I stayed until
7.30 p.m. when a soldier came to tell me the court had decided to release me. My father was
waiting for me outside court and I went home with him. We arrived home at around 9.00 p.m.
on 9 June. I later understood from the lawyer that the court found no justification for my
arrest. The judge complained to the prosecutor for arresting me in the first place.

Testimony 119
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.D.S.
15
8 June 2014
Tuqu’, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 8 June 2014, a 15-year-old boy from Tuqu’, in the West Bank, is arrested by
Israeli soldiers at 3.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

My father woke me up and told me Israeli soldiers were in our house. It was 3.00 a.m. I
immediately went to the living room where I saw many soldiers. One of them asked me for my
identity card. Then they told my father they were going to arrest me. One of the soldiers
showed my father a document that said I would be interrogated in Etzion settlement. Then
they told me to get dressed. Once outside the soldiers tied my hands to the front with three
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plastic ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. The ties were very tight and caused
me pain but I didn’t dare to complain.
2.

The soldiers made me walk for about 15 minutes until we got to the entrance of the village
where some Israeli military jeeps were waiting. The soldiers made me sit on the ground next to
the jeeps. I remained there for about 30 minutes when a bus picked me up. There were other
detainees on the bus. As soon as I entered the bus a soldier blindfolded me and made me sit on
a seat. The bus drove away and we arrived at the settlement of Etzion at around 4.00 a.m. At
Etzion I was taken into a small room, like a small kitchenette, and a soldier remained with me
the whole time. I was asked to sit on the floor. I was still tied and blindfolded. I remained there
until 8.00 a.m.

3.

At around 8.00 a.m. I was taken for interrogation. The interrogator removed the blindfold and
made me sit on a chair opposite him. He was wearing civilian clothes. Before he started to
interrogate me he told me I had the right to remain silent. He asked me for my father’s
telephone number and told him to appoint a lawyer for me and then he started to question me.
The interrogator had a tape recorder in the room but I didn’t see a camera.

4.

The interrogator accused me of throwing stones at soldiers. I denied the accusation. The
interrogation lasted for about three hours. At one point he told me there were confessions
against me from my friends. When he told me the names of the boys who he said confessed
against me I confessed. The interrogator then printed out a document in Arabic and asked me
to sign it. I signed it without knowing exactly what it said. I was then photographed and
fingerprinted and taken back to the bus which brought me to Etzion.

5.

I stayed on the bus for about six or seven hours. I was tied and blindfolded. During this time
the soldiers allowed me to use the toilet. They brought me some sour cream and water. I was
then transferred to another vehicle where soldiers replaced the ties with metal hand cuffs. I sat
on a seat in the back of the vehicle. The vehicle drove for about an hour before it stopped and I
was taken out. I understood from the soldiers that I was at Ofer prison, near Ramallah. It was
around 8.00 p.m. when we got there. At Ofer I was strip searched, given prison clothes and
taken to Section 13.

6.

The following morning I was taken to the military court. My parents did not attend because
they were not notified, but a lawyer was there to represent me. The hearing was adjourned. A
few days later I had another military court hearing. This time my parents attended in addition
to the lawyer. There was an argument in court and the military judge asked the military
prosecutor for a charge sheet.

7.

I had three more military court hearings and on the last one the military judge gave the
military prosecutor one last chance to present a charge sheet. On 30 June, I was taken to the
military court again. I waited in the waiting room from around 8.00 a.m. until around 4.00
p.m. but I was never taken inside the court. At around 4.00 p.m. the lawyer came to tell me the
prosecution never presented a charge sheet and that the judge ordered my release. I spent 22
days in prison but I wasn’t charged or fined. I was released at 8.00 p.m. and took a taxi home.
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Testimony 120
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.Z.M.
16
9 June 2014
Al ‘Arrub, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 9 June 2014, a 16-year-old boy from the Al 'Arrub refugee camp, in the West
Bank, is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2:00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was in bed when all of a sudden I woke up after Israeli soldiers entered my bedroom and
woke me up aggressively. I thought I was dreaming. It was 2.00 a.m. My father came in and
told me the soldiers had stormed the house and they wanted to arrest me. One of the soldiers
told me to get dressed. The soldiers did not tell me why I was being arrested. The
commanding officer told my father they were going to take me to the police station in Etzion
settlement for interrogation. My father told the officer he was willing to bring me to the
police station later that morning and that there was no need to arrest me in the middle of the
night. The commanding officer told my father they were going to arrest me now.

2.

A soldier stayed with me in my bedroom as I got dressed. I was then taken outside and my
hands were tied to the front with three plastic ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the
two. The ties were not painful. They did not blindfold me at this stage. Then they led me to
the entrance of the camp where a number of military jeeps were waiting. This took about 15
minutes. I was then put in the back of one of the jeeps and sat on a seat.

3.

The jeep drove for about 15 minutes before stopping inside Etzion settlement outside the
police station. I was then immediately taken for a medical examination. The doctor took my
pulse and asked me if I suffered from any illnesses or allergies. I was then blindfolded and
taken to a room where two other adult detainees from the camp were detained. There were
no chairs in the room so I sat on the floor. I was still tied. I stayed in the room from 3.00 a.m.
until around 8.30 a.m. The soldier who was guarding us did not allow me to sleep. Each time
he saw me nodding off he shouted at me to wake me up. He brought me some water and
allowed me to use the bathroom.

4.

At around 8.30 a.m. I was taken to a courtyard where they made me sit on the ground.
Soldiers brought me some food at around 2.00 p.m. At around 2.30 p.m. I was taken to the
interrogation room. I was alone with the interrogator.

5.

The interrogator was in police uniform. He did not speak good Arabic. He removed the ties
and the blindfold. He did not inform me of my right to silence and did not tell me I had the
right to see a lawyer. He immediately accused me of throwing stones at soldiers and at the
main road. I denied the accusation and told him this was untrue. I told him I don’t throw
stones at anyone. The interrogator then showed me a picture on his computer of a boy that
looked a little like me. He claimed this was a picture of me throwing stones. I denied it and

192
told him this wasn’t me and that I didn’t throw stones. I also told him I didn’t know who the
boy in the picture was.
6.

The interrogation lasted for about two hours during which the interrogator was typing on his
computer. When the interrogation was over he called a lawyer from the refugee camp and
allowed me to speak to him. The lawyer told me not to be afraid and not to confess to
anything. Then the interrogator printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me if I wanted
to sign it or not. He said it was up to me. I told him I didn’t want to sign it.

7.

At the end of the interrogation I was photographed and fingerprinted. The interrogator then
told me they had decided to release me. I was released at around 5.30 p.m. The interrogator
took me outside the settlement and told me to go home. I walked home which was about 3
kilometers away.

Testimony 121
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.M.A.
15 years
11 June 2014
Tuqu’, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 11 June 2014, a 15-year-old boy from Tuqu’, in the West Bank, is arrested by
Israeli soldiers at 2.30 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

At around 2.30 a.m. Israeli soldiers started to bang loudly on our front door. My father opened
the door and more than 10 soldiers entered the house. One soldier immediately asked my
father for me. When my father pointed at me the soldier told him they were going to arrest me.
They gave my father a document with details about my arrest and asked him to sign it. The
document said they were going to take me to the settlement of Etzion to interrogate me. The
commander asked my father for his telephone number and he wrote it down on the document.

2.

One of the soldiers took me out of the house and tied my hands to the front with three plastic
ties: one on each wrist and one connecting them. The ties were not painful. Another soldier
blindfolded me and put me into the back of a troop carrier. There were other detainees in the
vehicle. The minute I entered the vehicle a soldier swore at me saying bad things about my
mother. He also kicked me. The vehicle drove for about 10 minutes before it stopped.

3.

I was immediately taken to see a doctor. The soldier removed the ties and the blindfold and the
doctor examined me. He gave me a questionnaire with questions about my health. When the
examination was over a soldier tied my hands and blindfolded me again and took me to
another room. I was made to sit on the floor until around 9.00 a.m. I was then taken back to
the troop carrier which drove for another 30 minutes to the settlement of Etzion. I was taken
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out and made to sit on the ground in a courtyard. I remained there for about 30 minutes before
being taken for interrogation.
4.

The interrogator wore Israeli police uniform and spoke fluent Arabic. He removed the hand
ties and the blindfold and turned a tape recorder on. Then he read me something from his
computer screen about my right to silence and my right to consult with a lawyer. I told him my
family probably appointed a lawyer for me. Then he started to interrogate me and accused me
of throwing stones at soldiers. I denied the accusation. He told me other boys had confessed
against me. I continued to deny the accusation. The interrogation lasted for about an hour.

5.

In the end the interrogator tied my hands again and blindfolded me and took me outside where
he made me sit on the ground for about two hours. During this time he interrogated other boys
who were arrested on the same day as me. Then he called me back for another round of
interrogation.

6.

During the second interrogation he again accused me of throwing stones at soldiers and I
denied the accusation once again. The interrogator then went out and brought in a boy who he
said had confessed to throwing stones with me at soldiers. At this point I confessed. The
second round of interrogation lasted about 30 minutes. In the end the interrogator printed out
my statement in both Hebrew and Arabic and asked me to sign it which I did. I didn’t read it
but the interrogator told me it was exactly what I had told him.

7.

I was then photographed and fingerprinted. I was allowed to use the bathroom and to drink
water. Then a soldier took me to a prison cell inside Etzion settlement. I was in the cell by
myself for about two hours. There was a metal bed in the room. At around 6.00 p.m. a soldier
took me out. I was shackled and handcuffed and taken to the back of a vehicle which drove for
about an hour before it stopped at Ofer prison, near Ramallah. At Ofer I was strip searched. I
was then given prison clothes and taken to Section 13.

8.

At 9.30 a.m. the following day a soldier told me I had a military court hearing. My parents did
not come to court. A lawyer was there to represent me. The hearing was adjourned for two
days. My parents and the lawyer attended the second hearing. I was allowed to speak to my
parents across the court room. The hearing was adjourned again.

9.

I had several other military court hearings and the judge kept asking the prosecutor to present
a charge sheet but they never did. On the last hearing the judge decided to release me
unconditionally due to the lack of a charge sheet. I was released on 3 July without being
charged. My parents were waiting for me outside prison and they took me home.

Testimony 122
Name:
Age:
Date:

A.I.A.
15
11 June 2014
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Location:
Accusation:

Tuqu’, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 11 June 2014, a 15-year-old boy from Tuqu’, in the West Bank, is arrested by
Israeli soldiers at 2.30 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

My mother woke me up and told me Israeli soldiers were in the house. It was 2.30 a.m. I got
up and went to the living room where I found lots of soldier. One of the soldiers told my
father they were going to arrest me. They didn’t tell my father why they were arresting me or
where they were taking me. One of the soldiers told me to get dressed.

2.

After I got dressed I was immediately taken outside and a soldier grabbed my arms and made
me walk for about 500 meters. The soldiers stopped at a house to arrest someone else. This
took about 15 minutes. During this time the soldiers tied my hands to the front with three
plastic ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. The ties were not painful. A
military jeep arrived and I was put in the back where I sat on a seat. There were other
detainees in the jeep who were sitting on the metal floor.

3.

The jeep drove for about 10 minutes before it stopped. I was able to tell we were at the
military camp near my village. I was immediately taken to see a doctor who examined me
and gave me a questionnaire to fill out. The hand ties were removed during the examination
and they were put back on when the doctor was finished. I was also blindfolded. I was taken
back to the jeep where I waited for about 15 minutes until the other detainees were
examined.

4.

The jeep then drove for about 15 minutes before stopping at the Israeli police station inside
Etzion settlement. I was put in a room where the air conditioner was on. The room was very
cold. They made me sit on the floor. I remained there until 6.00 a.m. I was tied and
blindfolded the whole time.

5.

At around 6.00 a.m. I was taken for interrogation. The interrogator removed the blindfold
and the ties and made me sit on a chair. The interrogator wore civilian clothes and spoke
fluent Arabic. The interrogator did not say anything about my right to remain silent or my
right to see a lawyer. He told me he was going to interrogate me until the following morning
and that he was not in a hurry at all.

6.

He accused me of throwing stones at soldiers during demonstrations in the village. I told him
this wasn’t true. The interrogation lasted for about an hour. I did not confess to anything and
continued to insist that I did not throw stones. He then printed out a document in Hebrew and
asked me to sign it. I signed it although I didn’t understand what it said. I was then
photographed and fingerprinted and taken back to the air conditioned room. There was water
and a toilet in the room, but I wasn’t given any food to eat.

7.

I remained in the room until around 4.00 p.m. when a soldier took me out, handcuffed and
shackled me and put me on a bus. The bus drove for about an hour before it stopped at Ofer
prison, near Ramallah. At Ofer I was strip searched and asked to crouch up and down a
couple of times while naked. I was then given prison clothes.
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8.

At around 9.00 a.m. the following morning I was taken to the military court. A lawyer was
there who said he was representing me. My parents were not there because they were not
informed. The hearing was adjourned.

9.

Three days later I had another military court hearing. This time my parents attended and my
lawyer. There wasn’t any discussion in court because the prosecution asked for more time to
complete the interrogation. The hearing was adjourned. On the sixth day of my arrest a
soldier informed me at 800 a.m. that I was going to be interrogated again.

10.

I was taken to a room near the prison. An interrogator in police uniform was sitting there. He
did not say anything about my rights. He turned a tape recorder on and accused of throwing
stones. He did not present me with any evidence. I was handcuffed during the interrogation
which lasted less than 30 minutes. I was then sent back to Ofer prison. I wasn’t asked to sign
any documents this time.

11.

The following day I was taken back to the military court. Still, there was no charge sheet
against me. I had three more military court hearings. Each time the military judge asked the
military prosecution for a charge sheet but there was none. Finally, on the last hearing the
judge ordered my release without charges or fines. I was released on 3 July 2014, at around
6.00 p.m. I went home by myself; I took a taxi home because my parents were not informed
of my release date.

Testimony 123
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

O.M.A.
15
18 June 2014
Tuqu’, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 18 June 2014, a 15-year-old boy from Tuqu’, in the West Bank, is arrested by
Israeli soldiers at 3.00 a.m. and released 17 days later.
1.

I was asleep when I woke up to the sound of someone ringing the front door bell. It was 3.00
a.m. By the time I got up Israeli soldiers were already inside the house. My father wasn’t at
home that night. The soldiers asked to see my mother’s identity card where my name is
recorded in the annex. A soldier then told my mother they were going to arrest me. They
gave my mother a document with details about my arrest and told her they were going to
interrogate me in the settlement of Etzion. One of the soldiers told me to get dressed.

2.

I was taken outside the house where the soldiers immediately tied my hands to the front with
three plastic ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. I was also blindfolded and
put in the back of a jeep where I sat on a seat. The jeep drove for about five minutes towards
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the entrance to the village before it stopped and I was transferred to a troop carrier. There
were other detainees in the vehicle.
3.

A soldier removed the blindfold and a doctor came and asked me some medical questions.
He gave me a questionnaire to fill out. Then I was blindfolded again. The vehicle drove for
about 15 minutes before it arrived at the settlement of Etzion. I was taken to a room with
other detainees where I stayed for about one-and-a-half hours.

4.

At around 7.00 a.m. a soldier took me to an interrogation room. The interrogator wore
civilian clothes. He made me sit on a chair and removed the blindfold and the ties. He spoke
fluent Arabic. Before he started to interrogate me he told me I had the right to remain silent
and to consult with a lawyer. He asked me for my father’s telephone number and called my
father and told him to appoint me a lawyer. He also told my father to pay the lawyer lots of
money because I was accused of many accusations. I think he was exaggerating to scare me.
Although he told me I had the right to consult with a lawyer he questioned me before I did.

5.

He started by accusing me of throwing stones at soldiers. He then showed me a photo of a
person he claimed had confessed against me. I told him I didn’t know the person in the photo
and I denied the accusation. I told him I never threw stones at anyone. The first round of
interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes. I was then taken outside the interrogation room
where I waited in the corridor for about an hour. I was blindfolded and tied while waiting.

6.

An hour later I was taken back into the interrogation room for a second round of questioning
which lasted for about an hour. The interrogator again accused me of throwing stones and I
denied the accusation again. He did not beat or threaten me. He then printed out a document
in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I asked him to translate the document for me. When he
did and I realised it was identical to what I had told him I signed it. I was photographed and
fingerprinted and taken to the room where I was first taken to. I was handcuffed and
blindfolded. I wasn’t given any food and I didn’t ask to use the bathroom.

7.

At around 3.00 p.m. I was taken to a bus with other detainees. The bus drove for about 30
minutes before arriving at Ofer prison, near Ramallah. I remained on the bus until around
1.00 a.m., still without any food or the toilet. At around 1.00 a.m. I was strip searched and
asked to crouch up and down a couple of times while naked. I was then given prison clothes
and taken to Section 13 where I was put with other children.

8.

At around 10.00 a.m. the following morning I was told I had a military court hearing. My
parents did not attend the hearing but a lawyer was there to represent me. The hearing was
adjourned for a week. On the second hearing there was no discussion in court. The military
judge kept asking the prosecution for a charge sheet. The hearing was adjourned again
pending a charge sheet. I had two more military court hearings but the prosecution never
presented a charge sheet.

9.

On 4 July 2014, I was taken to the waiting room at the military court. At around 6.00 p.m. I
was taken back to prison without a hearing. At around 8.00 p.m a soldier told me I was going
to be released. I took a taxi home because my parents were not informed of my release. In
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prison I did not study because it was the summer holiday and there were no tutors in prison.
My parents did not visit me in prison.

Testimony 124
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.N.B.
15
26 June 2014
Tuqu’, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 26 June 2014, a 15-year-old boy from Tuqu’, in the West Bank, is arrested by
Israeli soldiers at 2:00 a.m. and released eight days later.
1.

I was asleep at around 2.00 a.m. when my father woke me up and told me Israeli soldiers
were in our house. I got up and went to the living room. I saw a soldier give my father a
piece of paper with details about my arrest. My father explained to me they were going to
take me to Etzion settlement. They asked my father for his identity card number and told him
he could go to Etzion the following day to check on me. The commander then asked me to
get dressed.

2.

The soldiers then took me outside where they tied my hands to the front with three plastic
ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. The ties were not painful. I was also
blindfolded and put into the back of a jeep that was waiting by the house. They made me sit
on the metal floor. When I tried to loosen the blindfold which was painful a soldier forced
my head down until it hit the floor.

3.

The jeep drove to the entrance of our village where soldiers took me out of the jeep and
made me sit on the ground for about half-an-hour. A troop carrier then came and I was taken
inside. A soldier removed the blindfold. Then a doctor gave me a questionnaire with medical
questions to answer. When I was done with the questionnaire I was blindfolded again. The
vehicle then drove for about 10 minutes before it stopped. I was told we were at the police
station in Etzion settlement. A soldier removed the blindfold and I was put in a shipping
container where I sat on the floor. I remained there for about three hours. I was then taken
for interrogation.

4.

The interrogator wore civilian clothes. He asked me to sit down on a chair and told me I had
the right to remain silent. He also told me I had the right to consult with a lawyer although I
wasn’t given an opportunity to talk to a lawyer. I was still tied. The interrogation lasted for
about two hours.

5.

The interrogator accused me of throwing stones at soldiers at a demonstration. The
interrogator did not beat me or threaten me. The interrogator then took me outside and made
me wait for about five minutes. I was still hand tied. A policeman came, blindfolded me and
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took me into a room. He asked me if I knew why I was there. I told him I didn’t. He then told
me I was there because a young man had confessed against me. He told me the man’s name
and showed me his picture. He then told me the young man told them I had thrown a
Molotov cocktail. I told the policeman this couldn’t possibly be true because I had never
ever thrown a Molotov cocktail in my life. He then brought a tape recorder and asked me the
same questions all over again and I gave him the same answers. I think he wanted to record
my answers. He then took me to another room where he took my photograph and my
fingerprints. The interrogation was over by 11.00 a.m.
6.

I was then taken to a prison cell where I stayed for about two hours. I was given food and
water. At around 2.00 p.m. a soldier took me outside where I was handcuffed and shackled
and taken to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. At Ofer I was strip searched, given prison clothes
and taken to Section 13.

7.

The following day I was taken to Ofer military court. Two lawyers were there to represent
me. My parents were not there. The hearing was adjourned for a week. On Tuesday, a week
later, I had another military court hearing. My mother was in court this time. The hearing
was adjourned once again.

8.

On the third military court hearing I was presented with a charge sheet. I was accused of
throwing stones and Molotov cocktails. I had two additional court hearings. On the last
occasion I was taken to the waiting room only. My lawyer came to the waiting room and told
me I was going to be released because of lack of evidence. I was released without being tried
or convicted. I went home in a taxi by myself. I was released on 3 July 2014.

Testimony 125
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

O.N.S.
16
17 July 2014
Halhoul, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 17 July 2014 , a 16-year-old youth from the village of Halhoul is arrested by
Israeli soldiers near the military watchtower by his village.
1.

I was arrested on the main road near the Israeli military watchtower by our village at 9.30
p.m. There were stone throwing incidents in the area at that time and a group of soldiers
chased me. I lost my shoes whilst trying to run away. My hands were immediately tied to the
front with one plastic tie. The tie was painful. I was also blindfolded. I was pushed into the
back of a military jeep where I sat on a seat.
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2.

The jeep drove to the settlement of Kiryat Arba where I was immediately put in a caravan. I
sat on a bench and remained there until around 11.00 p.m. At 11.00 p.m. I was taken for
interrogation.

3.

The interrogator sat me down on a chair and removed the tie and blindfold. He told me his
name was Solomon. He was angry and shouted at me and said terrible things about my
mother and sister. He said things which I cannot repeat. He did not inform me of my right to
silence or of my right to see a lawyer.

4.

The interrogator accused me of throwing stones which I denied. He looked at his computer
and then accused me of throwing stones at soldiers back in 2012. I denied this accusation
too. He then told me two soldiers were going to testify against me saying I was holding
stones in my hands when I was arrested with the intention of throwing them at the soldiers.
The interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes. In the end I confessed to having stones in my
hands. I confessed because I was afraid of being accused of more serious accusations if I
didn’t confess.

5.

The interrogator then printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I signed it
although I didn’t understand what it said. He then asked me for my father’s telephone and
told him I was under arrest and accused of throwing stones. He told my father to appoint me
a lawyer. He also asked him to bring me shoes and to wait by the intersection because he was
going to send the police to pick up my shoes. This never happened and I remained without
shoes.

6.

I was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken back to the caravan. I remained there
until around midnight. I wasn’t given any food but the soldiers allowed me to use the
bathroom. I was then handcuffed and put in a jeep which drove for about 30 minutes to the
police station inside Etzion settlement. At Etzion I was taken to a room with a bed where I
stayed until the following morning. Soldiers brought me some breakfast then handcuffed me
and I was taken to Ofer prison, near Ramallah.

7.

On arrival at Ofer I was strip searched, given prison clothes and taken into Section 13. Two
days later I was taken to Ofer military court. A lawyer was in court and so were my parents.
The hearing was adjourned. I had about five hearings. In the end I accepted a plea bargain
where I was sentenced to four months in prison and fined NIS 2,000. I was also served with
a suspended sentence of 10 months in prison valid for two years.

8.

I had no family visits during my time in jail. My parents were not given permits to visit me. I
was able to study in prison. I was released on 6 November 2014.

Testimony 126
Name:
Age:

H.A.T.
15
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Date:
Location:
Accusation:

20 July 2014
Al ‘Arrub, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 20 July 2014, a 15-year-old boy from the Al Arrub refugee camp in the West
Bank is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2.30 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was asleep when my father woke me up and told me Israeli soldiers had come to the house
to arrest me. It was 2.30 a.m. I got up and a soldiers confirmed my name and told me they
were going to take me to the settlement of Etzion for questioning for a few hours before
returning me home. He told me I was accused of throwing stones. I asked the soldiers if I
could put on some clothes. One of them told me he was going to bring me my clothes once I
was out of the house. My parents brought me some clothes and the commander allowed me
to get dressed in the stairwell. I was then led through the camp to the main road where
military vehicles were waiting.

2.

When we arrived at the military vehicles my hands were tied behind my back with three
plastic ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. The ties were very tight. I was
then put in the back of a jeep and made to sit on the metal floor. The soldiers in the back of
the jeep slapped me on my neck.

3.

The jeep drove for about 15 minutes before stopping at the Israeli police station inside the
settlement of Etzion. I was taken to a courtyard and tied to a chair. I was also blindfolded.
Soldiers slapped me as they went by. When I complained that the ties were tight a soldier
replaced them with looser ties but then another soldier pulled them tight again. I remained
tied to the chair all night. In the morning a soldier took me to the interrogation room.

4.

The interrogator wore an Israeli police uniform. He removed the blindfold and the tie and
immediately started to interrogate me without informing me of my rights. He told me there
were confessions against me from other boys claiming I had thrown stones at soldiers. He
mentioned the names of the boys whom he claimed had testified against me but he never
confronted me with them. The interrogator told me if I wanted to go home I had to confess
first. I believed him so I confessed. After I confessed the interrogator called a lawyer and
allowed me to speak to him. The lawyer told me not to worry and that he was going to
defend me in the military court. The interrogator printed out a document in Hebrew and
asked me to sign it. I signed the statement without knowing what it said. I was then
fingerprinted and photographed and taken into a prison cell. I was brought some food and
spent the night in Etzion.

5.

The following day I was transferred to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. On arrival at Ofer I was
strip searched. I was then given prison clothes and taken into Section 13. The following day I
was taken to Ofer military court. My parents did not attend because they were not notified. A
lawyer was there to represent me.

6.

After court I was taken for another interrogation by the Shin Bet at Ofer. The interrogator
handcuffed me and started to interrogate me without informing me of my rights. The
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interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes and the interrogator wanted me to implicate other
boys, but I did not.
7.

In all I had more than seven militayr court hearings. In the end I was sentenced to five
months in prison and a fine of 2,000 shekels. I also had a suspended sentence of eight
months valid for five years. I had no family visits during my prison sentence. In prison I was
allowed to study Arabic and mathematics. I was released from Ofer on 15 December 2014
and I went home with my parents.

Testimony 127
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

N.M.N.
15
24 July 2014
Nahhalin, West Bank
Starting a fire

Summary: On 24 July 2014, a 15-year-old boy from Nahhalin, in the West Bank, is arrested by
Israeli soldiers at 4.00 a.m. and accused of starting a fire near an Israeli settlement.
1.

I was asleep when my sister woke me up. It was around 4.00 a.m. She told me to get up
because Israeli soldiers were in the house. I was at home with my sister who is 18 and my
younger brothers aged 13, 11 and 6. My mother was in Jordan and my father died five years
ago. Four soldiers had entered the house and lots more were outside. The soldiers asked us to
gather in the sitting room. The commander asked for my name and immediately told me to
get dressed because they were going to arrest me. They showed my sister a document and
asked her to sign it as proof that I was arrested without being physically assaulted. The
document was in both Arabic and Hebrew. My sister signed it. The commander told her they
were going to ask me some questions and would return me in a few hours. Of course they
never did.

2.

I was blindfolded and taken outside. They walked me to where a troop carrier was waiting.
They put me inside the carrier and made me sit on a seat. Inside the carrier I was tied to the
front with one plastic tie which was painful. When I complained to the soldier he just
ignored me. The vehicle drove away to a nearby neighbourhood to arrest another person but
they didn’t find the person they were looking for.

3.

The vehicle then took me to a nearby Israeli military base. Once inside the military base I
was taken to see a doctor who removed the blindfold and the tie. He gave me a questionnaire
with a list of illnesses. He asked me to answer the questions. I deliberately ticked all 38
illnesses that were listed. The doctor just laughed. I was then re-blindfolded and tied and
taken to a shipping container. The commander told me not to make a sound. There were no
seats so I sat on the ground.
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4.

At around 8.00 a.m. I was taken in a jeep to the police station in the settlement of Etzion.
The trip took about 10-15 minutes. Soldiers verbally abused me on the way and told me I
was the son of a whore. I was immediately taken for interrogation.

5.

The interrogator introduced himself but I don’t remember his name. He removed the
blindfold. He was wearing a police uniform and spoke good Arabic. He had a camera in the
room and a tape recorder. The interrogator did not inform me of my right to silence and did
not tell me I had the right to see a lawyer.

6.

He accused me of starting a fire in the forest near the settlement and the wall about two
weeks ago. He told me my friends had testified against me and told me to confess. He asked
me where I was at the time when the fire started. I told him I was at home with my mother.
He told me if I confessed he would accompany me to court and make sure I was treated
leniently. He put the tape recorder very close to my face and told me to confess but I refused.
When I denied the accusation he got angry. Towards the end he asked me if I wanted a
lawyer. He also made me look out the window and I could see my mother who had come
back from Jordan when she heard I was arrested. In the end I was asked to sign a document
written in Hebrew after the interrogator showed me a translation on his computer screen. I
signed the document because the Arabic translation matched what I had told him. Another
interrogator heard the shouting and came and took me to another room.

7.

The second interrogator offered me a cigarette and made me a cup of coffee. He gave me a
piece of paper and asked me to write down my name. He asked me to write numbers on the
paper and to write down names of people who were involved in the fire. He told me he
would send me home to celebrate the Eid holiday with my family if I confessed. He never
informed me of my right to silence or the right to see a lawyer. He had a camera in the room.
He threatened to arrest my sister and mother if I didn’t confess and “play with them”. I
denied the accusation and refused to confess. I was again asked to sign a document I Hebrew
after I was shown a translation on the computer screen. I signed the document.

8.

I was then taken to a third interrogator. By then it was around noon. I asked the third
interrogator for some food and he brought me some. He turned his computer screen towards
me and showed me a map of our village. He showed me our house marked in red with my
name written in English next to the mark. He asked me for names of people who live in the
other houses in the village. He pointed to a house and asked me whose house it was. He told
me he would send me home if I told him. He put some candy on the table in front of me and
offered me some. The interrogation lasted for about one hour. I did not confess and I signed
a document in Hebrew after being shown a translation on a computer screen.

9.

At around 1.00 p.m I was taken in a vehicle to Ofer military court. I was shackled and
handcuffed. I was immediately taken into the military court. A lawyer was in court. The
hearing was adjourned and I was taken back to the settlement of Etzion where I spent the
night. I was told I wasn’t taken to Ofer prison because of all the illnesses they thought I had
when I ticked the medical questionnaire.

10.

At Etzion a soldier told me to strip because he wanted to search me. When I refused to take
off my underwear he slapped me hard on my face. I then took my underwear off. I was given
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the medical questionnaire again. This time I filled it out correctly. The following day I was
taken to Ofer prison. I was strip searched again. I was told to crouch up and down while
naked.
11.

The following day I was taken to the settlement of Kiryat Arba for interrogation. This time it
was the Shin Bet who interrogated me. The interrogator did not inform me of my rights and
asked me the same questions as the previous interrogators. I continued to deny the
accusation. At one point the interrogator got angry and pushed the table into the corner in a
very threatening manner. The interrogation lasted about half-an-hour. I was then taken back
to Ofer prison.

12.

The following day I was taken to the military court again. My mother was there with a
lawyer. The hearing was adjourned because the prosecutor asked for more time. Four or five
other people were being tried for the involvement in the same incident and the prosecution
convinced the court they needed more time.

13.

The following day I was taken back to the settlement of Etzion for another interrogation.
This time the interrogator brought my friends to testify against me but they didn’t. I denied
that I knew them. I was taken back to Kiryat Arba settlement and then to Ofer prison.

14.

The next day I was taken back to the military court. My mother was there and the lawyer. I
didn’t understand much of what was going on in court but it was clear that there was an
argument between the judge and the prosecutor. My mother told me later that the judge
wasn’t happy with the files that the prosecutor presented because they included contradictory
material. The judge refused to admit the documents and he wasn’t happy with the evidence.

15.

It was decided that my family would pay 1,000 shekels and I would be released on bail. I
was told the military court might call me back anytime but my lawyer told me it is very
unlikely that they will. I was released on 7 August, at around 9.30 p.m.

Testimony 128
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

R.B.J.
16
26 June 2014
Hebron, West Bank
Assault

Summary: On 26 June 2014, a 16-year-old boy from Hebron, in the West Bank, is detained by
Israeli soldiers at 10.00 p.m. and accused of assaulting three soldiers. He is released six days
later.
1.

I was at home with my relatives at 10.00 p.m. when we heard that my cousin was being
beaten up by Israeli soldiers near our house. We immediately went outside and tried to help
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my cousin but were ourselves attacked by the soldiers. I was taken to some military jeeps
that were parked outside a settler’s house nearby. My hands were tied to the front with one
plastic tie that caused me a lot of pain. I was also blindfolded. I was held by the jeeps for
about 30 minutes with around seven other detainees.
2.

At around 11.00 p.m. an Israeli police car arrived. I was put in the back of the car and driven
away for about five minutes. I could see from under my blindfold that we were outside the
police station in Kiryat Arba settlement. I was led into a caravan and a soldier tightened the
plastic hand tie even more. I screamed out in pain and the soldier hit me hard in the back. I
remained in the caravan until around 3.00 a.m. when a policeman took me for interrogation.

3.

Once inside the interrogation room my blindfold was removed but my hands remained tied.
The interrogator asked me for my name and age and other general questions. He did not
inform me of my right to silence and did not tell me I could speak with a lawyer. The first
interrogation lasted for about five minutes after which I was taken back to the caravan.

4.

About 30 minutes later, at around 3.30 a.m., I was taken back to the interrogation room. The
interrogator photographed me and told me I was accused of assaulting three Israeli soldiers. I
told him this wasn’t true and I asked to confront the soldiers with this allegation. Five
minutes into the interrogation I was asked if I wanted a lawyer and I said yes. The
interrogator asked me if I had a lawyer in mind and I said no, and then he continued to
interrogate me. The interrogator repeated the same accusation and I denied it again. The
interrogation lasted for about 10 minutes. At the end he printed out a statement written in
Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I signed it after he verbally translated it for me and I
realised it was what I had told him. I was then photographed again and finger printed and
taken back to the caravan where I remained until 11.00 a.m.

5.

At around 11.00 a.m. I was re-blindfolded and taken to a jeep. I was still tied to the front. I
was made to sit on the metal floor of the jeep. The jeep drove for about five minutes before it
stopped and I was taken out. My blindfold was removed and I was at an Israeli military base
near the settlement of Kiryat Arba. I was made to sit on the ground for about 30 minutes. I
was then taken to see a doctor who asked me if I suffered from any illnesses or allergies. I
told the doctor that I had been beaten by a soldier but he ignored this.

6.

I was taken back outside where I sat on the ground until around 1.00 p.m. I wasn’t given any
food but they gave me water and allowed me to use the bathroom. Occasionally, soldiers
would turn loud music on and would come and dance around me.

7.

At around 1.00 p.m. I was put into the back of a jeep and made to sit on the floor. The jeep
drove for about 30 minutes before stopping. A soldier told me we were at the police station
in the settlement of Etzion. I was taken into a room and given some food. I was by myself.
Then a soldier removed the plastic tie and replaced it with metal handcuffs. I was also
shackled by the ankles and taken to another vehicle. We drove for another 30 minutes or so
and stopped at Ofer prison, near Ramallah.

8.

On arrival I was strip searched and told to remove my underwear. I was then given a prison
uniform and taken to Section 13.
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9.

On Monday, 30 June, I was taken to Ofer military court. My father was there and a lawyer. I
was allowed to speak to my father across the courtroom. The judge agreed to release me on
bail because he could not find any evidence that I had assaulted soldiers. My father had to
pay 2,500 Shekels pending the submission of a charge sheet by the prosecution. The judge
said if the prosecution fails to present a charge sheet the money would be given back.

10.

My father didn’t have this amount of money on him, so I remained in Ofer prison until the
next day. I was released on Tuesday, 1 July, at 2.00 p.m. My father was waiting for me
outside the prison and he took me home.

Testimony 129
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.S.F.
17
29 July 2014
Nahhalin, West Bank
Starting a fire

Summary: On 29 July 2014, a 17-year-old boy from Nahhalin, in the West Bank, is arrested by
Israeli soldiers at 4.00 a.m. and accused of starting a fire near a settlement.
1.

I was asleep when my brother woke me up telling me there were Israeli soldiers around the
house. It was around 4.00 a.m. I heard loud banging at our front door. My father went to
answer but the soldiers broke it down and stormed into the house before he managed to open
it. Five soldiers entered the house and about 30 others remained outside. They ordered all of
us to leave the house and checked our identity cards. When a soldier checked mine he tied
my hands behind my back with one plastic tie. The tie caused me a lot of pain. He also
blindfolded me and told me I was under arrest. He didn’t tell us why and didn’t present us
with any written documents. They also tied my father and my brother but didn’t arrest them.

2.

I was led out of the house and across agricultural land to the nearby Israeli settlement of
Betar Illit. It was hard to walk because I couldn’t see where I was stepping and I tripped a
number of times. We walked for about 30 minutes. When we arrived at the settlement they
made me sit on the ground for another 30 minutes until a military jeep came. They put me in
the back of the jeep and made me sit on a seat. When I tried to sit properly a soldier kicked
me with his boots. The jeep drove to an unknown destination. When I asked where we were
the soldiers ignored me.

3.

I was taken to see a doctor who removed the hand tie and the blindfold and asked me some
medical questions. After the examination I was re-tied and blindfolded and taken to the
police station inside the settlement of Etzion. We arrived at the settlement of Etzion at 7.30
a.m. They made me sit in the hot sun without any food or water for about two hours. They
later allowed me to use the bathroom.
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4.

At around 9.30 a.m. the interrogator came, kicked me with his boots and told me to get up
because he was going to interrogate me. He told me it was up to me whether I will be treated
well or not. If I cooperate with him he was going to treat me well, if not then it would be a
different story. He removed the blindfold and asked me what I had done. He did not inform
me of my right to silence and did not tell me I had the right to see a lawyer. I was in the
room with him by myself. I saw a camera in the room. I told him I didn’t do anything. Then
he made me a cup of coffee and told me to speak. I told him 'you ask and I will answer’. He
told me I was younger than his own children and that he wanted to treat me nicely if I
cooperated with him.

5.

He asked me if I had ever done anything wrong and I said no. When he realized he wasn’t
getting anything from me he opened a drawer full of bullets. He made sure I could see what
was in the drawer. I think he wanted to frighten me. The interrogation lasted for about 30
minutes. I wasn’t given any documents to sign. Another interrogator in police uniform took
me to another room.

6.

The second interrogator took my name and showed me the map of our village on his
computer screen. The map included a forested area which had been damaged by fire about
two weeks earlier. He pointed at the burnt area and wanted to know where exactly I had
come from, implying I was involved in starting the fire. He asked me to tell him exactly what
I did and how I did it. I told him I didn’t go anywhere near the forest and didn’t do anything.
I denied the accusation and told him I wanted to speak to my family.

7.

He allowed me to call my father. My father wanted to know if I had confessed to anything
but before I was able to answer him the interrogator took the telephone away. Two soldiers
walked into the room and pushed me into the corner. I was scared. The interrogator swore at
me and called my sister and mother whores. He threatened to bring them in and I understood
that he meant to harm them. He then asked me the same questions again, this time in an
angry tone of voice. A soldier was standing over my head, very close to me. Then the
interrogator handed me the telephone and asked me to call a lawyer. He dialed the number.
The lawyer told me not to be afraid and not to confess to anything. The interrogator then
showed me a document written in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I signed it after he
showed me a translation on his computer screen.

8.

I was then taken outside where they made me sit in the sun for about an hour. I wasn’t given
any food. I was photographed and fingerprinted. They also inserted a stick with a small
sponge into my mouth. I think they took a saliva sample. Then I was taken to a prison cell in
Etzion where I was put with five other detainees who were adults. I spent one night in
Etzion.

9.

The following day, at around noon, I was given a piece of bread and a tomato and was taken
to Ofe prison. At Ofer I was strip searched. They made me crouch and stand up a couple of
times. I was then taken to Section 14 where I stayed with detainees older than 18. I spent one
night there. The following day I was taken to the military court. My mother was there and a
lawyer. The hearing was adjourned.
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10.

The following day I was told I was going to be interrogated by the Shin Bet in the settlement
of Kiryat Arba. I was shackled and hand cuffed and taken to Kiryat Arba. At Kiryat Arba the
interrogator asked me the same questions as before. I gave him the same answers and
continued to deny the accusation. He showed me a document written in Hebrew and asked
me to sign it which I did after he verbally translated it for me. I was then taken back to Ofer
prison. The trip took nearly four hours. At Ofer I was taken into Section 13 where I stayed
with other prisoners my age.

11.

The following day I was taken to the military court again. There was an argument in court
between the judge and the prosecution. I later understood that the judge was upset with the
prosecution because their files were not in order. The judge then decided to release me and
ordered my family to pay 3,000 shekels. My lawyer objected to the amount and the judge
reduced the amount to 1,500 shekels and then to 1,000 shekels. I was released on 7 August
after my family paid the amount. I was told I was released on bail. I arrived home just after
midnight.

Testimony 130
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.H.J.
17
30 July 2014
As Sawahira, West Bank
Possession of a knife

Summary: On 30 July 2014, a 17-year-old boy from As Sawahira ash Sharqiya, in the West
Bank, is detained by Israeli police and charged with possessing a knife.
1.

I was walking home late at night with a friend because there was no public transport. As we
passed the Hizma checkpoint near Jerusalem an Israeli police car stopped next to us. The
policeman asked us a few questions and then got out of the car and searched us. The police
found a knife in my pocket which I use in my work as a plumber. After they found the knife
we were immediately put in the police car. I was handcuffed with my hands behind my back.
The cuffs were not painful. Soon another vehicle arrived and a policeman got into the car I
was in and slapped me. He also swore at me and called my mother a whore. I don’t know
why he slapped me. Then I was driven to the police station inside Binyamin settlement,
about 10 minutes away. We arrived at the police station at around 5.00 a.m.

2.

When we arrived at the police station I was taken to an office where I sat on a chair. An
Israeli policeman placed the handcuffs to the front and shackled my ankles. I was kept there
for about 15 minutes before I was taken to an interrogation room. The interrogator removed
the shackles but kept the handcuffs on. He was wearing civilian clothes. He asked me for my
father’s number but didn’t call him. The interrogator did not inform me of my right to silence
and did not tell me I had the right to consult with a lawyer.
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3.

He started by asking me some general personal questions: where I was from, where I lived
and what I was doing in the area where I was arrested. This lasted for about half-an-hour.
The interrogator then left and I was left in the room by myself for about 10 minutes before
another interrogator took me to another room.

4.

The second interrogator had a tape recorder. He did not inform me of my right to silence or
my right to consult with a lawyer. He started to interrogate me about the knife. I told him I
used the knife in my work but he accused me of attempting to use the knife against settlers. I
told him this was not true and that I was going home. The interrogator then told me
possessing a knife is an offence. I insisted I did not have an intention to harm anyone with
the knife or to break any law. The interrogation lasted for about an hour. The interrogator did
not ask me to sign any documents. I was then photographed and fingerprinted.

5.

At around 12.00 p.m. a soldier shackled me and took me into the back of a jeep that was
waiting outside. I sat on a seat. The jeep drove for about half-an-hour before we arrived at
Ofer prison. At Ofer I was strip searched. I was then given prison clothes and taken to
Section 13 where I was put with other children.

6.

At around 4.00 p.m. the same day, a soldier told me I had a military court hearing. In the
military court I saw my parents and a lawyer for the first time. I was allowed to speak to my
father across the court room. My father told me the police called him the same day and told
him I was in Binyamin police station. He went there to look for me and was told I had been
taken to Ofer. The military court hearing was adjourned for four days. The prosecutor was
accusing me of attempting to attack a settler car.

7.

On 3 August, at around 6.00 a.m., a soldier told me I was going to be taken to Benyamin
settlement for a third interrogation. I was shackled and handcuffed and placed in the back of
a jeep on a seat. The jeep remained stationary until around 9.00 a.m. before driving for about
30 minutes to Binyamin. On arrival at the police station inside Binyamin settlement I was
put in a waiting room until around 1.00 p.m. Then I was taken to an interrogation room. This
time the interrogator showed me some text on his computer screen which said that I had the
right to remain silent and the right to consult with a lawyer. The text also said anything I did
say could be used in court against me. Then he started to interrogate me even though I did
not consult with a lawyer. The interrogation lasted for about 90 minutes. He accused me of
possessing a knife with the intention of attacking a settler on the road. I denied the
accusation and told him this was not true.

8.

The interrogator repeated the accusation again and again, each time I denied the accusation.
He did not threaten me or beat me. He had a tape recorder in the room. I was shackled and
hand cuffed during the interrogation. I was not asked to sign any documents and I was taken
back to the waiting room where I remained for another half-an-hour. I was then driven back
to Ofer prison.

9.

The following day I had a second military court hearing. I waited in court until 5.00 p.m. I
was never taken into the court. On Thursday of the same week I had a third military court
hearing. My lawyer and my parents were in court. The judge decided to release me for lack
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of evidence that I had the intention to harm a settler. Still, I was fined 750 Shekels, I think
because I had a knife in my possession. I was released on 7 August 2014.

Testimony 131
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.T.T.
17
1 August 2014
Al ‘Arrub, West Bank
Obstructing/assaulting a soldier

Summary: On 1 August 2014, a 17-year-old boy from the Al Arrub refugee camp, near
Bethlehem, is arrested by Israeli soldiers during a demonstration near Route 60.
1.

I was arrested on Route 60 near the camp at around 9.00 a.m. as I was on my way to
Bethlehem. There was a demonstration at the time. My brother was taking part in the
demonstration and he was arrested by Israeli soldiers. When I went to find out why my
brother had been arrested clashes broke out between some soldiers and young men from the
camp. In the commotion I managed to help my brother escape but I was detained instead.
The soldiers beat me all over my body and dragged me to where a jeep was parked. A soldier
hit me on the neck with the back of his gun and I lost consciousness.

2.

When I recovered consciousness I found myself in a shipping container at the Israeli police
station inside the settlement of Kiryat Arba. My hands were tied behind my back with three
ties: one on each wrist and a third connecting the two. The ties were painful. There were
soldiers with me inside the container. While I was sitting on the ground I felt severe pain in
my neck. I told the soldiers and they asked a female soldier whom I think was a doctor to
examine me. She decided I needed to be taken to the clinic in Etzion for further examination.

3.

I was blindfolded and put in the back of a vehicle on a seat. The vehicle drove for about 30
minutes before it arrived at the settlement of Etzion. I was immediately taken to the clinic
where a female doctor examined me and decided there was nothing seriously wrong with my
neck. She said the pain will go away and there was no need to do anything. I was then taken
back to the settlement of Kiryat Arba and taken straight to interrogation.

4.

The interrogator wore an Israeli police uniform. He sat me down on a chair, removed the
blindfold and started to interrogate me. He did not inform me of my right to silence or my
right to see a lawyer. He accused me of obstructing soldiers from doing their job and of
hitting a soldier. I told him this was not true. The interrogator started to shout at me telling
me I had to confess. He told me he was going to bring the soldiers whom I obstructed to
confront me but he never did.

5.

The first round of interrogation lasted for about an hour. The interrogator then took me back
to the shipping container where I sat on the ground for about an hour. One hour later the
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interrogator came back and took me for more questioning. He made the same accusations
against me. He told me he would release me if I confessed. I told him I couldn’t confess to
something I didn’t do. He asked me for my father’s telephone number. He called my father
and told him I was under arrest and that it was better for me to confess. He told my father to
appoint a lawyer for me.
6.

The interrogator then took me to a courtyard and made me sit on the ground for about an
hour. He blindfolded me again and hand cuffed me to the front with metal handcuffs. I was
then put in a vehicle which drove for about 30 minutes before stopping at the settlement of
Etzion. I was immediately taken for another interrogation. The interrogator wore civilian
clothes. He did not inform me of my right to silence or of my right to see a lawyer. He
accused me of obstructing the job of soldiers and of hitting one. I told him I didn’t do
anything wrong. The interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes.

7.

The interrogator then took me to an intelligence officer whose name was Daoud. He seemed
nicer than the other interrogator who was shouting at me and tried to hit me. Daoud asked
me to confess. I told him I didn’t do anything wrong to confess to. He told me it wasn’t an
option for me not to confess and that even if I didn’t there were testimonies from soldiers.
He told me he was going to take me to court based on soldiers’ testimonies. The interrogator
printed out my statement in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I signed it after he told me what
it said. I was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken to a prison cell. I slept in a room
by myself.

8.

The following day, at around 10.00 a.m., I was put in a troop carrier and handcuffed. I was
then driven to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. On arrival at Ofer I was strip searched and taken
to Section 14 and put with adult prisoners. The following day the prison guards found out I
was under 18 and transferred me to Section 13 where I was held with other prisoners my age.

9.

The following day I was taken to Ofer military court. My parents were there and a lawyer
too. The hearing was adjourned. I had more than 10 military court hearings. In the end I
accepted a plea bargain where I confessed and was sentenced to three months in prison. I
was also given a suspended sentence of 16 months valid for five years. I was released from
prison on 1 November 2014 and went home with my father.

Testimony 132
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.N.H.
13
3 August 2014
Al Mazra’a, West Bank
Throwing stones
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Summary: On 3 August 2014, a 13-year-old boy from Al Mazra’a ash Sharqiya, in the West
Bank, is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 9.00 p.m. adjacent to Route 60 and accused of throwing
stones.
1.

I was arrested near Route 60 not far from my village; it was around 9.00 p.m. I was with four
friends walking in an olive grove when all of a sudden some Israeli soldiers appeared and
aimed their guns at us. They shouted in broken Arabic and told us to stop or else they would
shoot. I stopped immediately. The soldiers then threw me to the ground. One of them hit me
on my arm with the back of his gun causing my arm to bleed. I was then dragged towards a
stone wall where I was searched. I was left lying on the ground by the wall for about 30
minutes. Meanwhile a soldier was talking over his radio.

2.

One of the soldiers then told me to stand up. He tied my hands to the back with one plastic
tie which caused me a lot of pain. We were then made to walk towards Route 60. We walked
for about 30 minutes. When we arrived at the road we saw military jeeps waiting. We were
made to sit by the jeeps for another 30 minutes before a troop carrier arrived. The soldiers
made us sit on the metal floor of the troop carrier and put their boots on our heads. The troop
carrier drove for about 10 minutes before it stopped at a military base on Route 60. Soldiers
slapped me on the neck and swore at me on the way. They called my mother a whore.

3.

Once inside the camp I was blindfolded and made to wait on the ground by the gate for about
two hours. I was then taken to a courtyard with my friends. They did not allow us to talk to
each other. There were soldiers guarding us who also hit us. There were dogs hovering
around that occasionally sniffed me. I was very scared of the dogs. I remained there for
about four hours. At one point a doctor came and asked me some medical questions. I told
the doctor about my injured arm but he ignored me. Later I was put in a troop carrier and
driven to the police station inside Binyamin settlement. I was put in a courtyard. I asked one
of the soldiers to use the bathroom and was told to pee against the wall. I sat in the courtyard
until around 10.00 a.m. when an interrogator came for me.

4.

The interrogator removed the blindfold but my hands remained tied. He made me sit on a
chair. He spoke fluent Arabic and was wearing civilian clothes. I don’t remember if he
informed me of my rights. He accused me of throwing stones at soldiers which I denied. He
then told me one of my friends had confessed that he saw me throw stones. He brought in the
other boy who told the interrogator in front of me that we were throwing stones. At that point
I felt I had no choice but to confess. The interrogator then printed out a document in Hebrew
and asked me to sign it. I signed it even though I didn’t understand what it said. I was then
photographed and fingerprinted. The interrogator then removed the plastic tie and replaced it
with metal handcuffs. He also shackled my ankles. I was then taken to a prison cell with one
bed where I remained until midnight.

5.

Sometime after midnight a soldier came and took me to another room where my uncle was
waiting. The police told my uncle that I was detained because I was accused of throwing
stones. He also told my uncle my family had to pay 1,500 Shekels before I could be released
pending a military court hearing. My uncle paid the money and I was released. It was early
in the morning on 5 August. I went home with my uncle. I wasn’t given a date for the
military court hearing and I don’t know when it will be.
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Testimony 133
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

N.A.A.
14
3 August 2014
Al Mazra’a, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 3 August 2014, a 14-year-old boy from the village of Al Mazra’a ash Sharqiya is
arrested by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was arrested near Route 60 to the west of my village; it was around 9.00 p.m. I was with
four friends. Suddenly a group of Israeli soldiers appeared nearby and started to shout at us
telling us to stop. They threatened to shoot us if we did not stop. We were told to lie down on
our stomachs with our hands behind our heads. One of the soldiers punched me on the head
twice. Then the soldiers separated us from each other. They made me sit by a stonewall and a
soldier searched me thoroughly. Then I was tied with one plastic tie with my hands behind
my back, which caused me a lot of pain. A soldier slapped me on the face and swore at me
calling my mother a whore. I told the soldier not to hit me but he got very angry and hit me
on the back. I screamed out of pain and the soldier hit me with his helmet on the head.

2.

I remained on the ground for about half-an-hour. Then they asked me to stand up and forced
me to walk towards Route 60. I walked for about 10 minutes before I arrived at the road
where some Israeli military jeeps were waiting. The soldiers made me sit on the ground near
the jeep for about half-an-hour. I complained that the tie was very painful and a soldier
replaced it with a different tie, which was less tight. I was then put in the back of a jeep with
the other boys and made to sit on the metal floor. The soldiers put their boots on me.

3.

The jeep drove for about five minutes before it stopped at a military base near a settlement. I
could hear the voices of settlers. I was immediately blindfolded and taken out of the jeep and
made to sit on the ground in an outdoor area. I remained there for about two hours. There
were soldiers guarding us all the time who occasionally hit me and the other boys. I think
that some settlers also took part in hitting us.

4.

At some point a soldier removed the blindfold and a doctor asked me some medical
questions. I told the doctor that my arm hurt because I was beaten. The doctor replied that
my arm hurt because I was throwing stones. A soldier then took me to another location and
blindfolded me again. A dog started to sniff me. Then the dog grabbed my trousers and I
pushed it away. A soldier got angry because I pushed the dog and started to punch me on the
head and to swear at me. I remained there on the ground for about three hours, after which I
was put in another vehicle. This time I sat on a seat. The vehicle drove for about 15 minutes
before it stopped at the settlement of Binyamin. I was taken out of the vehicle and left on the
ground. I was not given anything to eat or drink but I was allowed to use the bathroom.

5.

At around 9.00 a.m. I was taken for interrogation. The interrogator removed my blindfold
but kept me tied. He was dressed in civilian clothes. Before he started to question me he said
that I had the right to remain silent and the right to speak to a lawyer. He then asked my for
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my father’s telephone number and called him. He told my father to find me a lawyer. I was
briefly allowed to speak to my father. The interrogator then started to question me even
though I had not seen a lawyer.
6.

He said that the soldiers had captured me as I was on my way to throw stones. He also said
that I had set fire to some tyres. I denied the accusations. The first round of interrogation
lasted for about 30 minutes. I was then sent back to the courtyard where I waited with the
other boys. I remained in the courtyard for about five hours. I was allowed me to use the
bathroom and I was brought some water. They also brought me some food but it tasted so
bad that I couldn’t eat it. The interrogator then took me for a second round of interrogation.

7.

During the second interrogation I was again accused of throwing stones. This time the
interrogator told me my friends had confessed against me. When he told me my friends had
confessed against me I confessed to throwing stones and setting fire to tyres. The
interrogator then printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I signed it
although I couldn’t understand what it said. I was then photographed and fingerprinted and
taken back to the courtyard where I remained until around 8.00 p.m.

8.

At 8.00 p.m. I was put in a troop carrier and driven to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. The
journey took about 30 minutes. I remained inside the vehicle until around midnight when a
soldier told me they had decided to release me. I was taken in another vehicle together with
some other prisoners and we were dropped off somewhere we didn’t recognize. We started
to walk along the road until a Palestinian car stopped and gave us a lift to the village of
Anata. I then called my parents who came and took me home.

9.

A week later an interrogator called my parents and told them I was released by mistake. He
also told them I had a hearing in Ofer military court on 15 August. On 15 August my father
and I went to Ofer military court where we waited until late afternoon. My name was never
called and I never went into the courtroom. At the end of the day a lawyertold my father that
my hearing was adjourned until late September. Today is 15 September and we still have not
been contacted about the new hearing date.

Testimony 134
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.A.H.
16
3 August 2014
Al Mazra’a, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 3 August 2014, a 16-year-old boy from Al Mazra’a ash Sharqiya, in the West
Bank, is arrested by Israeli soldiers near Route 60 and accused of throwing stones.
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1.

I was walking with some friends near Route 60 when we were suddenly surrounded by
Israeli soldiers. It was around 9.00 p.m. I think the soldiers had layed an ambush to arrest
boys who were throwing stones at the main road. One of the soldiers said in Arabic 'stop or I
will shoot’. I didn’t try to run away as I was totally surprised by the soldiers. I stopped
immediately. Five soldiers then pushed me to the ground. They surrounded me and one of
them hit me hard on my head with the back of his gun. I was in pain and felt a bump.

2.

Another soldier dragged me to a nearby terrace, pushed me on some spiky bushes and started
to search me. He then put a plastic tie around one of my hands and did the same to one of my
friends. He then tied my hand to my friend’s hand with a third plastic tie, so my friend and I
were tied together. The tie was very tight and caused me a lot of pain.

3.

The soldiers then walked me and my friend towards Route 60. We walked for about 10
minutes. When we arrived, a military jeep was waiting on the main road. There were lots of
soldiers too. The soldiers made me sit on the ground together with my friend. We sat there
for about 10 minutes. We were then put in the back of a jeep and made to sit on the metal
floor. There were other boys inside the jeep also sitting on the metal floor. We were on top
of each other. Someone’s boots were on my face. I tried to complain to one of the soldiers
but he slapped me on my face.

4.

The jeep drove for about 5 minutes before it stopped at Ofra settlement. I was taken out of
the jeep together with the friend who was tied to me and they made us sit by a gate. We
remained there for about 15 minutes. Then one of the soldiers blindfolded me and took me
inside the settlement where he made me sit on the ground again. A dog approached me and
sniffed me all over my body. A soldier swore at me and said bad things about my mother. I
remained in the settlement until around 11.00 p.m. At some stage I was taken to see a doctor.

5.

The doctor asked me if I suffered from any illnesses. I told him I didn’t. During the
examination the blindfold was removed. I was then taken back to the jeep and made to sit on
the metal floor again. I was tied to my friend again. The jeep drove away for about 15
minutes before it stopped. The soldiers took us to an open area and made us sit on the
ground. We slept on the ground until the morning when an interrogator came at around 9.00
a.m. He removed the blindfold and the tie and took me to an interrogation room.

6.

The interrogator was in civilian clothes. He sat me on a chair. The interrogator told me I was
at Binyamin police station, inside the settlement. He then told me I was accused of throwing
stones. I immediately denied the accusation. I don’t remember whether he told me I had the
right to remain silent or that I had the right to see a lawyer. The interrogator then told me a
soldier had testified that he saw me in the area where I was arrested with the intention of
throwing stones. I challenged the interrogator to confront me with the soldier but the
interrogator told me he wasn’t going to bring any soldiers to the interrogation room because
there was no need. The interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes.

7.

During the interrogation, a lawyer whom I think just happened to be there, told me he was
going to represent me. The lawyer advised me not to confess to anything. The interrogator
allowed the lawyer to speak to me. The interrogator wrote my statement in Hebrew and
asked me to sign it. I signed it although I didn’t understand what was written in it.
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8.

I was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken out into a courtyard. The interrogator
did not allow me to use the bathroom and I wasn’t given any food or water. The interrogator
blindfolded me again and tied my hands to the front with one plastic tie. There were soldiers
around but they allowed me to sleep. I slept on the ground until around 7.00p.m. when a
soldier woke me up and took me into the back of a jeep and made me sit on the metal floor.
The jeep drove for about 30 minutes before it stopped. I remained inside the jeep for another
two hours.

9.

Then I was taken out of the jeep and I was told I was at Ofer prison, near Ramallah. At Ofer
I was strip searched and given prison clothes. I was then taken to Section 13.

10.

The following day I was taken to Ofer military court. The lawyer who was at Binyamin
police station was there. My mother and brother were also there. The soldiers did not allow
me to speak to my mother and brother. The hearing was adjourned.

11.

On the second hearing in the military court the lawyer, my mother and my brother were
there. The prosecutor wanted a three-month sentence for me and a 3,000 shekel fine. The
lawyer was able to convince the military judge to spare me the prison sentence and to be
satisfied with the fine. The military judge agreed. My mother went on the same day to pay
the fine but the post office was closed. My family paid the fine the following day. I was then
released. It was 10 August, the same day when the fine was paid. I went home with my
family.

Testimony 135
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.Y.H.
16
8 August 2014
Wadi Fukin, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 8 August 2014, a 16-year-old boy from Wadi Fukin, in the West Bank, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers at 3.30 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was asleep when one of my friends called me to say Israeli soldiers were in the village
asking for me. It was 3.30 a.m. I hardly managed to get up when a soldier stormed into my
bedroom and dragged me to the living room. Another soldier was there talking to my father.
I gave the soldier my identity card which was issued just a few days earlier. He compared it
to a list of names and then told my father they were going to arrest me and interrogate me in
the settlement of Kiryat Arba and that I was accused of throwing stones and causing damage
to a settlement. A soldier gave my father a piece of paper with information about my arrest
and asked my father to sign it. The soldier also took my father’s telephone number and wrote
it down.
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2.

I quickly got dressed and then I was taken to the stairwell and told to stand facing the wall
for about five minutes. I was searched and then taken out of the house. My mother threw my
jacket to me from the window but a soldier grabbed it and hit me with it in my face and
didn’t allow me to take it with me.

3.

The soldiers then led me towards some military jeeps that were waiting in the centre of town.
My hands were then tied to the back with one plastic tie which caused me pain but I did not
complain. I was also blindfolded and taken to the back of a jeep where I sat on a seat. The
jeep remained in the village and I remained inside for about two hours. The jeep then drove
for about 10 minutes before it stopped. I was able to see from under the blindfold that we
were in the Israeli military base in the settlement of Betar Illit.

4.

I was pulled out of the jeep and taken to see a doctor. The doctor took my pulse and gave me
a questionnaire with medical questions to answer. During the examination the blindfold and
the hand tie were removed.

5.

After the medical check I was put in a caravan near the doctor’s office. I was there with other
detainees. A soldier re-tied my hands behind my back with one plastic tie. This time the tie
wasn’t painful. They made me sit on the floor inside the container for about three hours. A
soldier was there to guard us. I did not ask to drink or to use the bathroom. Then a soldier
came and took me to a jeep. I was still tied and blindfolded. They made me sit on the metal
floor in the back of the jeep. The jeep drove for about half-an-hour before it stopped and I
was taken out. A soldier told me we were in the settlement of Kiryat Arba.

6.

I was led to a shipping container where I sat on a chair. I stayed there for about three hours.
The door was shut and a soldier was standing outside guarding. I wasn’t given any food but I
used the toilet inside the container. At around 11.00 a.m. an interrogator came for me.

7.

The interrogator, who wore civilian clothes, removed the tie and the blindfold and told me I
could consult with a lawyer. He told me the lawyer would help me because I could spend up
to one year in prison because of the serious charges against me. I told him there was no need
for a lawyer because I hadn’t done anything wrong. Then he started to interrogate me. The
interrogation lasted about half-an-hour.

8.

The interrogator accused me of throwing stones at soldiers and at a settlement. I denied the
accusation. He then told me my friends had provided confessions against me. I told that this
was impossible because I was the first one to be interrogated that day. I also told him if this
was indeed the case that he should let me confront my friends. I think he felt provoked and
started to swear at me. He also threatened to hit me but he did not. He then told me if I didn’t
confess he was going to put me in prison for a long time. I told him I wasn’t going to confess
to something I didn’t do. He printed out a document written in Hebrew and Arabic and asked
me to sign it. It matched what I had told him so I signed it. He then tied my hands to the back
with one plastic tie, blindfolded me and took me back to the container where I remained until
around 6.00 p.m.
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9.

At around 6.00 p.m. I was driven to the police station in Etzion settlement. The journey took
about 30 minutes. My blindfold was removed and I was taken to a room with another boy
from my village. We were not given any food and we went to sleep. They brought us
breakfast at around 10.00 a.m. the following morning. At around 11.00 a.m. I was shackled
and handcuffed and driven to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. On arrival at Ofer I was strip
searched. I was told to crouch up and down while naked a couple of times. I was then given
prison clothes and taken to Section 13.

10.

The following night, at around 9.00 p.m., a soldier came and told me I was going to be
released. I did not appear before the military court. I was released without knowing why or
how. I took a taxi to Bethlehem and then called my parents who took me home. I was
released on 10 August 2014.

Testimony 136
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.A.M.
17
8 August 2014
Wadi Fukin, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 8 August 2014, a 17-year-old boy from Wadi Fukin, in the West Bank, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers at 3.00 a.m. and released eight days later.
1.

I was asleep when my father woke me up and told me that Israeli soldiers were surrounding
our house. It was 3.00 a.m. There was knocking at the door and my father answered it. Four
soldiers entered the house. They asked my father for the family’s identity cards. One of the
soldiers compared our names to a list he had and then told my father they were going to
arrest me. They gave my father a document with details about my arrest and told him they
were going to take me to Etzion and Kiryat Arba claiming the reason was because I was a
terrorist. My father told the soldiers there was no need to come in the middle of the night and
promised to bring me to the police station in the morning. The soldier told my father they
had come to arrest me and that was what was going to happen.

2.

A soldier then told me to get dressed after which I was dragged outside by the arm. I was
immediately surrounded by about 10 soldiers. I was scared. I was taken to the centre of the
village where military jeeps were waiting. A soldier asked me to stand by the jeep. A female
soldier slapped me and told me to turn my face to the jeep. A soldier tied my hands to the
back with one plastic tie. The tie was painful. I was also blindfolded and put in the back of a
jeep and sat on a seat.

3.

The jeep drove for about 10 minutes and then stopped. I think we were in a military
compound in the settlement of Betar Illit. I was taken to see a doctor who checked my pulse
and blood pressure. He also gave me a questionnaire with medical questions to answer. My
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blindfold and hand tie were removed during the examination and put back on again at the
end. I was then taken to a caravan where other detainees were held. They made me sit on the
floor and I was kept there until 7.00 a.m.
4.

At 7.00 a.m. I was taken to a military jeep and made to sit on the metal floor. The jeep drove
for about two hours and stopped many times on the way, I don’t know why. At the final stop
I was taken out of the jeep and told I was at the police station in the settlement of Kiryat
Arba. I was taken to a caravan where I was held with other detainees. There were lots of
soldiers around who were shouting and swearing at us. I was kept in the caravan for about an
hour. I was allowed to use the toilet in the caravan and to drink water. At one point a female
soldier entered the caravan. She tightened the hand tie and slapped me on my neck. A soldier
then took me to the interrogation room.

5.

The interrogator wore civilian clothes. A soldier removed the hand tie and the blindfold and
made me sit on a chair. Before the interrogation started the interrogator told me I had the
right to remain silent and the right to consult with a lawyer. He also asked me for my father’s
telephone number. The interrogator then started to question me although I did not consult
with a lawyer. He accused me of throwing stones at soldiers and settlers. I told him this was
not true. The interrogator then took his gun out and placed it on the desk in front of him. I
think he wanted to scare me. He shouted at me and told me to tell the truth. I told him I did
not throw stones at all. The interrogator then changed the tone of his voice and started to talk
to me gently. The interrogation lasted for about half-an-hour.

6.

At the end of the interrogation he printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to sign it.
I signed it although I didn’t understand what it said. I was then photographed and
fingerprinted. A soldier then tied my hands to the front with plastic tie and I was blindfolded.

7.

I was taken outside and put in a military jeep which drove for about 30 minutes. I was told I
was at the police station in the settlement of Etzion. A female soldier gave me a cake to eat. I
was taken out of the jeep and the tie and the blindfold were removed. I was taken to a prison
cell where I spent the night with another boy from my village. The following day a soldier
brought us breakfast. I was then handcuffed to the front with metal handcuffs and my legs
were also shackled.

8.

I was then transferred to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. The trip took about an hour. At Ofer I
was strip searched. A soldier asked me to crouch up and down while naked. I was then taken
to Section 13 where there were other youth. I spent one night at Ofer. The following day, at
around 4.00 p.m., a soldier told me I was going to be released. I was released at around 9.00
p.m. on 10 August 2014. I took a taxi to Bethlehem where my parents met me and took me
home to our village. I did not appear in the military court.

Testimony 137
Name:

I.M.B.
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Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

16
24 August 2014
Beit Ummar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 24 August 2014, a 16-year-old youth from Beit Ummar is arrested by Israeli
soldiers and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was arrested on the street at around noon. I was near our house and Israeli soldiers were in
the neighbourhood. Some soldiers started to chase me and I ran away but the they caught up
with me. I was led for about 10 minutes towards the settlement of Karmi Zur. At the
settlement I was blindfolded and made me sit on the ground for about three hours. A soldier
then put me in the back of a jeep and made me sit on the metal floor. The jeep drove for
about 30 minutes before stopping at the police station inside the settlement of Kiryat Arba.

2.

On arrival at Kiryat Arba I was made to sit on the ground from about 5.30 p.m. until around
7.00 p.m. I wasn’t given any food and I wasn’t allowed to drink or use the bathroom. My
hands to the front with three plastic ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. I was
then taken into the back of a jeep where I sat on the metal floor. The jeep drove away for
about an hour before stopping at the settlement of Etzion. At Etzion I was taken to see a
doctor who examined me and gave me a questionnaire with medical questions to answer. I
was then taken to the interrogation room.

3.

The interrogator wore an Israeli police uniform. Before he started to interrogate me he told
me I had the right to remain silent and the right to see a lawyer. He then questioned me
before I could speak to lawyer.

4.

He accused me of throwing stones at soldiers. He showed me a photograph of me standing
during a protest. The photograph did not show me throwing stones. I told the interrogator the
person in the photograph was not me. The interrogator got angry and slapped me and called
my mother a whore. The interrogation lasted for about two hours. The interrogator then told
me another boy had confessed that I was throwing stones with him. He brought in the boy
who confirmed that he had told the interrogator I threw stones with him. In the end I
confessed. The interrogator printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I
asked him to translate it for me but he refused, but still I signed it. I was then photographed
and fingerprinted.

5.

The interrogator then asked me for my father’s number. He told my father to appoint me a
lawyer. I was then taken to a prison cell at Etzion where I spent a night. In the morning
soldiers handcuffed me and I was driven to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. On arrival at Ofer I
was strip searched and given prison clothes and taken to Section 13.

6.

The following day I was taken to Ofer military court. A lawyer was there to represent me.
My parents were not informed so they did not attend the hearing. The hearing was adjourned
several times and I had about six military court hearings. In the end the military court agreed
to release me on bail. My parents paid 1,000 shekels bail and I went home with my parents
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on 4 September 2014. Following my release on bail I had three more military court hearings
but I haven’t been sentenced yet.

Testimony 138
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

N.S.M.
17
26 August 2014
Tuqu’, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 26 August 2014, a 17-year-old boy from Tuqu’, in the West Bank, is arrested by
Israeli soldiers at 3.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was asleep when my father woke me up to tell me Israeli soldiers had come to arrest me. It
was 3.00 a.m. I got up and went to the living room where I saw soldiers handing my father a
document and telling him they were going to take me to the police station in Etzion
settlement for interrogation about stone throwing. I was then led out of the house without
being allowed to get dressed. I was still in my shorts and undershirt. My father ran after me
with some clothes but the soldiers threw them on the ground.

2.

Once outside my hands were tied to the front with a single plastic tie which was painful. I
was also blindfolded. I was then put into the back of a troop carrier and sat on a seat. The
vehicle drove for about 10 minutes before stopping at a nearby Israeli military base. I could
see this from under my blindfold. I was taken out of the vehicle and made to sit on the
ground in a courtyard until around 6.00 a.m.

3.

At around 6.00 a.m. I was taken to see a doctor. A soldier removed my blindfold and gave
me a questionnaire about my health to answer. Afterwards I was re-blindfolded and put in
the back of a vehicle. The vehicle drove for about 15 minutes before it stopped. I was taken
out and told I was at the police station in Etzion settlement. I was taken inside and strip
searched. I was then taken outside where I was made to sit on the ground for about an hour
before I was taken for interrogation.

4.

The interrogator wore civilian clothes. He made me sit on the floor and told me I had the
right to remain silent and the right to see a lawyer. He also told me anything I say to him
could be used in court against me. He then accused me of throwing stones at soldiers before I
had spoken to a lawyer. He also said there were photographs showing me throwing stones
but he never showed me the photographs. I told him this couldn’t be true. He then told me
other boys had confessed against me. I told him this was a lie. I asked him to confront me
with the boys but he said he wasn’t going to do so. The interrogation lasted for about four
hours; from 7.00 a.m. until 11.00 a.m.
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5.

During the interrogation I remained silent most of the time and this angered the interrogator.
At one point he told me if I didn’t confess he was going to take me to another interrogator
who was tougher. This is exactly what he did. He took me next door to another interrogator
who was wearing police uniform.

6.

The second interrogator turned on a tape recorder and told me I was accused of throwing
stones at soldiers. He told me it was better for me to confess because if I didn’t this wasn’t
going to me in my interest in court. I denied the accusation and I remained silent. The
interrogator got angry and swore at me, at my religion and at God. He then printed out my
statement but did not ask me to sign it. The second interrogation lasted for about one-and-ahalf hours. I was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken to a prison cell at Etzion.

7.

The cell had a toilet and a sink. Nobody brought me any food. At around 6.00 p.m. soldiers
came and shackled my ankles me and handcuffed me to the front. I was then put in a troop
carrier. The carrier drove for a long time and made several stops on the way. When we
finally arrived at Ofer prison it was around 10.00 p.m. On arrival at Ofer I was again strip
searched, given prison clothes and taken to a separate room. They brought me some food and
I slept in the room by myself. There was a bed in the room. The following morning I was
taken to the military court. A lawyer was there to represent me. My parents were not there
and the hearing was adjourned.

8.

At the next hearing the military court agreed to release me on payment of 1,000 Shekels. The
lawyer called my father who told him he wasn’t going to pay any fines. I was taken back to
Ofer prison. On the third hearing the same thing happened except this time the fine was
reduced to 500 Shekels. Still my father refused to pay.

9.

On the fourth hearing the fine was reduced to 300 Shekels but my father insisted he wasn’t
going to pay any fines. I was taken back to prison. In the evening of the same day a soldier
told me I was going to be released. I was released on 17 September 2014, without charge and
without paying any money. I took a taxi home. The Israeli prison authorities did not give me
back my identity card when I was released.

Testimony 139
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.M.Z.
15
26 August 2014
Deir Istiya, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 26 August 2014, a 15-year-old youth from Deir Istiya is arrested by Israeli
soldiers in his village and accused of throwing stones. He is released six days later without
charge.
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1.

I was arrested on the street in my village at around 11.00 a.m. There were Israeli soldiers on
patrol in the village and I was just outside doing nothing. An Israeli military jeep stopped
and the soldiers got out, walked towards me and immediately arrested me for no reason.
They tied my hands to the back with three plastic ties: one on each wrist and another one
connecting the two. The ties were not tight.

2.

They walked me for about 10 minutes towards the military base near our village about 1.5
kilometers away. As soon as we arrived at the base I was blindfolded and made to sit on the
ground in a courtyard for about 1.5 hours.

3.

After 1.5 hours I was put in the back of a jeep where I sat on a seat. The jeep drove for about
30 minutes before it stopped at the Israeli police station inside the settlement of Ariel. It was
around 2.00 p.m. I was made to wait in a corridor for about 30 minutes before I was taken to
see an interrogator.

4.

The interrogator wore an Israeli police uniform. Before he started to interrogate me he told
me I had the right to remain silent and the right to consult with a lawyer. He asked me for my
parents’ number and called my mother. He asked her to come to the police station to be at
the interrogation. My mother told him there was no one else at home to come with her and
that she couldn’t come alone.

5.

The interrogator then started to interrogate me before I could speak to a lawyer. He accused
me of throwing stones at soldiers. I denied the accusation. The interrogation lasted for about
30 minutes. He printed out my statement is Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I signed it after
he told me it was identical to what I had told him. I was then photographed and
fingerprinted.

6.

I was then re-tied as before and taken to the back of a jeep where I sat on a seat. The jeep
drove for about an hour before it stopped at Huwwara military base, near Nablus. I was strip
searched and taken to a room with a bed where I was by myself. I remained in the room until
midnight when soldiers shackled and handcuffed me and put me in a jeep which drove for
about 1.5 hours to Megiddo prison, inside Israel. I was taken out of the jeep and immediately
strip searched. I was then put in the minors’ section.

7.

The following day I was taken to Salem military court, in the West Bank. A lawyer was there
to represent me. My parents did not attend because they were not informed. The hearing was
adjourned until Sunday, 31 August. On Sunday I was taken to the military court. My lawyer
and my parents were there. There was an argument between my lawyer and the military
judge. In the end the court decided to release me without charge for lack of evidence. I
wasn’t sentences and I went home with my parents.

Testimony 140
Name:

M.H.M.
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Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

15
11 September 2014
Beit Ummar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 11 September 2014, a 15-year-old boy from Beit Ummar, in the West Bank, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

Our house is very close to the settlement of Karmi Zur and clashes with soldiers and settlers
occur on an almost daily basis. On the night of my arrest my mother woke me and told me
Israeli soldiers were in our house. It was 2.00 a.m. I got up and went to the living room
where the soldiers were. I saw the commander give my father a document. I heard him tell
my father they were going to take me to Etzion police station for interrogation and that I was
accused of throwing stones. They told me to get dressed and immediately took me on foot to
the settlement of Karmi Zur.

2.

When we arrived at the settlement the soldiers made me sit down near the settlers’ houses.
One of the settlement leaders, a man called Eliahu, came and talked to the soldiers and then
slapped me on the face. The soldiers saw what he did but did not try to stop him or say
anything. The soldiers then tied my hands behind my back with three plastic ties: one on
each wrist and one connecting the two. The ties were painful. I was also blindfolded. I was
taken to a jeep and put on a seat. The jeep drove for about 10 minutes before stopping. I was
taken to a room with a desk where I sat on a chair while tied and blindfolded. There was a
soldier guarding me. I remained in the room until around 7.00 a.m. when an interrogator
came.

3.

The interrogator wore civilian clothes and spoke Arabic. He cut off the ties and removed the
blindfold. He had a tape recorder on the desk. He showed me a text on his computer screen
saying I had the right to remain silent or the right to consult with a lawyer. I told him there
was no need for a lawyer because I haven’t done anything wrong.

4.

He then accused me of throwing stones at soldiers and settlers near the settlement. I told him
this was not true. The interrogator then showed me some photographs, which were taken
from the settlement showing a person throwing stones. I told the interrogator the person in
the photograph was not me. He then brought in some soldiers and asked them to compare the
person in the photograph with me. The soldiers said the person in the photograph was me. At
this point I felt I had no choice but to confess.

5.

The interrogation lasted from around 7.00 a.m. until around 9.00 a.m. The interrogator did
not beat me or threaten me but he called my mother a whore. He printed out my statement in
Hebrew and asked me to sign it but I refused. I was then photographed and fingerprinted and
taken to Etzion prison. The authorities at Etzion refused to allow me in. Instead I was taken
to a room where I sat on a bench until around 11.00 a.m. when I was told I would be taken to
Ofer prison. I was handcuffed and put in a troop carrier which drove for about one-and-ahalf hours before arriving at Ofer. I sat on bench in the back.
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6.

On arrival at Ofer I was immediately taken to the military court. A lawyer was in court but
my parents were not there because they were not informed about my hearing. The hearing
was adjourned. After court I was taken back to Etzion in a police. I remained in the police
car until around 10.00 p.m. because the authorities at Etzion again refused to receive me in
the beginning but later they approved. Once inside Etzion I was strip searched and taken to a
cell where I remained by myself. I spent one night at Etzion. The following day, at around
2.00 p.m., I was taken back to Ofer arriving at around 3.00 p.m.

7.

On arrival at Ofer prison I was strip searched, given prison clothes and taken to Section 13.
The following morning I was taken back to the military court. This time both my lawyer and
my parents were present. In total I think I had about seven military court hearings. The
prosecution requested a three-month prison sentence for me but my lawyer was able to
negotiate a plea bargain of about one month and a fine of NIS 1,500. I don’t remember if the
plea bargain also included a suspended sentence.I was released from Ofer on 5 October
2014. In prison I did not study because the prison sentence was too short.
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Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.A.Q.
15
21 September 2014
Al Fawwar, West Bank
Throwing stones/participating in a demonstration

Summary: On 21 September 2014, a 15-year-old boy from the Al Fawwar refugee camp, in the
West Bank, is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 3.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones and
participating in a demonstration.
1.

Israeli soldiers broke down our front door at 3.00 a.m. I woke up to the sound of things
breaking and saw soldiers in the house. One of the soldiers told my father they were going to
arrest me. A week earlier, soldiers had come to our house at 1.00 a.m. and given my father a
summons in my name to appear at Kiryat Arba police station, inside the settlement. I did not
go because my cousin had died the same day.

2.

One of the soldiers, I think he was the commander, gave my father a document with details
about my arrest. The commander claimed I was accused of throwing stones. He told my
father they were going to take me to the police station in the settlement of Kiryat Arba. I was
immediately taken outside the house and led away on foot for about 10 minutes to the Israeli
military watchtower at the entrance to our camp.

3.

At the watchtower a soldier tied my hands to the back with three plastic ties: one on each
wrist and another one connecting the two. I was also blindfolded. I sat on the ground for
about an hour before I was put in the back of a military jeep and made to sit on the metal
floor. While inside the jeep the soldiers verbally abused me and used really bad language.
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4.

The jeep drove for about five minutes before stopping at a military base. I was immediately
taken to see a doctor who asked me if I suffered from any illnesses. When the doctor was
finished I was taken back to the jeep. I sat on the metal floor and the jeep remained in the
camp for about an hour-and-a-half. The jeep then drove for about 30 minutes before it
stopped at the police station in the settlement of Kiryat Arba. It was around 9.00 a.m. I was
taken out of the jeep and the hand ties were removed and replaced to the front. My blindfold
was removed and I was taken for interrogation.

5.

The interrogator wore civilian clothes. He removed the hand ties and made me sit at the table
facing him. I was not informed of my right to silence and I was not told that I could speak
with a lawyer.

6.

The interrogator immediately accused me of leading demonstrations and of throwing stones.
He also claimed that other young men had provided confessions against me. I asked him to
confront me with the young men he claimed had provided confessions, but he never did.
When I denied the accusations the interrogator became angry. He verbally abused me and
slapped me on my face. Then he blindfolded me and made me stand against the wall and
started to shout and yell at me.

7.

Then another policeman in civilian clothes took me to another room. He told me he was
going to take a statement from me. He said this after he told me I had the right to silence and
the right to see a lawyer. He asked me for my father’s number. He called my father and
asked him to appoint a lawyer for me because I was going to appear in the military court the
following day. The second interrogator accused me of the same things. Again, I denied the
accusations. Then he showed me a document written in both Arabic and Hebrew and asked
me to sign it. I read the document and found that it matched what I had told the interrogator
so I signed it.

8.

I was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken back to the jeep where I sat on a seat. I
remained in the jeep until around noon when a soldier brought me some food. I was then tied
again with three plastic ties and blindfolded. The jeep drove for about 30 minutes before
arriving at the police station in the settlement of Etzion. I was taken to a room where I was
by myself. There was a mattress and a toilet. I remained in the room until around 7.00 p.m.
when soldiers replaced the plastic ties with metal hand cuffs. I was also shackled. I was
taken to a vehicle which drove for about 40 minutes before arriving at Ofer prison.

9.

On arrival at Ofer I was strip searched. I was then given prison clothes and taken to Section
13 where I stayed with other prisoners my age. The following morning I was taken to Ofer
military court where I waited in the waiting room until around 4.00 p.m. When I was finally
taken into the military court room there was no lawyer. My parents were not there either.
The hearing was adjourned for a week. About a week later a soldier handcuffed and shackled
me and told me I was going to be taken to the military court again. Instead I was taken for
more interrogation, this time by the Shin Bet.

10.

The Shin Bet interrogator wore civilian clothes. He took some personal information about
me and immediately started to interrogate me. He did not inform me of my rights. He
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accused me of leading demonstrations and of throwing stones. I denied the accusation. The
interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes. When the interrogation was over I was taken back
to Ofer prison.
11.

At around 4.00 p.m. I was told I was going to be released on bail pending the next military
court hearing which was set for 28 September 2015. I was released from prison on 28
September 2014. My parents were waiting for me outside prison. My parents had to pay
1,500 Shekels bail.

Testimony 142
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

F.A.T.
16
21 September 2014
Al Fawwar, West Bank
Throwing stones/participating in a demonstration

Summary: On 21 September 2014, a 16-year-old boy from the Al Fawwar refugee camp, in the
West Bank, is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 3.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones at
soldiers and participating in an unauthorised demonstration.
1.

I was asleep when my father woke me up and told me Israeli soldiers were in the house. It
was 3.00 a.m. Immediately afterwards soldiers entered my bedroom and asked for my name.
Then they told me I was under arrest. The soldiers gave my father a document. They claimed
I was accused of throwing stones. They told me to get dressed and immediately took me
outside and led me a hill on the north side of the refugee camp. My parents tried to give me a
jacket to keep me warm but a soldier threw it on the ground.

2.

We walked me for about 10 minutes before they tied my hands to the back with three plastic
ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. The ties were painful. One of the soldiers
pushed me to the ground and hit me in my back. I was then taken to the Israeli military
watchtower at the entrance to the camp where a military jeep was waiting. There I was
blindfolded and pushed into the back of the jeep where I was made me kneel on the metal
floor.

3.

The jeep remained in the area and didn’t move for about two hours. It then drove for about
five minutes and stopped. I was taken out of the jeep and my blindfold was removed. I think
I was at the nearby settlement of Haggay. I was taken to see a doctor. The doctor gave me a
questionnaire about my medical state. I told him I had pain in my leg but he didn’t do or say
anything. When the doctor was done I was taken back to the jeep where I was put on the
floor. I was blindfolded again.

4.

The jeep drove away for about 30 minutes before it stopped at the police station inside the
settlement of Kiryat Arba. I was taken out of the jeep and made to sit in an open courtyard
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for about one hour. It was cold. I remained there until around 7.00 a.m. when an interrogator
came.
5.

The interrogator wore civilian clothes. He cut off the ties and removed the blindfold. He was
very angry. I don’t know what made him angry. He swore at me and I swore back at him.
This made him even angrier and he kicked me out of the room. He took me to another
interrogator in an adjacent room. The first interrogation didn’t last for more than five
minutes.

6.

The second interrogator also wore civilian clothes. He did not inform me of my rights. He
accused me of throwing stones and participating in demonstrations. I denied the accusations.
The interrogator then showed me some photographs of me standing outside my school
watching a demonstration that was taking place in the camp. I wasn’t taking part in the
demonstration. I told the interrogator this was indeed my photograph but I wasn’t doing
anything. The interrogator got angry and started to swear at me. He swore at my religion and
at God.

7.

The second interrogation lasted for about four hours. The whole time I denied the
accusations. The interrogator accused me of telling lies. There was a tape recorder on the
table. The interrogator then printed out my statement in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I
signed the statement but I refused to sign other documents because I didn’t understand what
was written in them. I also refused to sign on photographs showing boys throwing stones.

8.

After the interrogation I was photographed and fingerprinted and allowed to use the
bathroom. The interrogator also brought me some food after he took me to a shipping
container. At around 2.00 p.m. I was put into a jeep and this time sat on a seat. I was tied to
the front with three plastic ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. I was also
blindfolded. The jeep drove for about 30 minutes before it stopped at the police station inside
the settlement of Etzion.

9.

On arrival at Etzion I was strip searched. I was then put in a room where I remained until
8.00 p.m. At around 8.00 p.m. a soldier removed my blindfold and the plastic ties and
replaced them with metal handcuffs. He also shackled my legs. I was then put in another
vehicle and driven for about an hour to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. On arrival at Ofer I was
strip searched for a second time. I was then given a prison uniform and taken to Section 13
where there were other prisoners my age.

10.

The following day a soldier came to tell me I had a hearing in the military court. When I
arrived at the military court there was no lawyer and I was taken back to prison. My parents
were not there either. A day later I had another hearing in the military court. This time a
lawyer was present. My parents were still not there. The hearing was adjourned for a week.
On 29 September I had a third hearing in the military court. This time a lawyer and my
parents were present. The hearing was adjourned once again.

11.

On 30 September, at around 8.00 a.m. a soldier came to tell me I had another hearing in the
military court. However, I soon found out he had lied to me. Instead of taking me to the
military court I was taken for a Shabak interrogation (Internal Security Agency). The
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interrogator wore civilian clothes and he did not inform me of my rights. The interrogation
didn’t last more than 10 minutes.
12.

The interrogator accused me of the same accusations. When I denied the accusations a
soldier took me to another room where I waited for about two hours. Then a soldier
handcuffed my hands to the front and shackled my legs. I was then put in a vehicle and taken
to the Al Mascobiyya interrogation centre in West Jerusalem. I was put in a waiting room
where I stayed for about two hours. I was then taken back to Ofer prison.

13.

On 2 October I had another military court hearing. A lawyer and my parents were in court.
My lawyer was able to convince the court to release me on bail for lack of evidence. The
judge insisted on having a guarantor who holds an Israeli identity card before agreeing to
release me in bail. A woman was in court that my parents knew and she agreed to deposit a
check for 15,000 shekel as a guarantee in case I didn’t show up in court. My parents also had
to pay 2,500 shekels.

14.

I was released on bail on the same day, 2 October 2014. I went home with my parents. On 27
October I was summoned back to the military court. I went with my parents and my lawyer.
The hearing was adjourned until 19 November 2014.

Testimony 143
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

N.S.S.
17
10 October 2014
Tuqu’, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 10 October 2014, a 17-year-old boy from Tuqu’, in the West Bank, is arrested
by Israeli soldiers at 3.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones. He is released without charge
12 hours later.
1.

I was asleep when I heard banging on the front door. It was 3.00 a.m. My father answered
the door. I got up and saw Israeli soldiers who were talking to my father about me. When I
identified myself they told me to get dressed because they were going to arrest me.

2.

The soldiers took me out of the house and blindfolded and tied my hands behind my back
with one plastic tie. The tie was painful. I asked the soldiers to loosen the tie but they
refused. The soldiers then walked me for about 10 minutes towards the centre of the village
where a troop carrier was waiting. I was put in the back of the troop carrier where I sat on the
floor. The carrier drove for about 10 minutes before it stopped and I was left in a courtyard
inside a military base. Soldiers made me sit on the ground for about an hour. I was then
taken to see a doctor. The doctor removed the blindfold and gave me a questionnaire to
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answer about my medical condition. Then I was blindfolded again and taken back into the
carrier where I sat in the back.
3.

The troop carrier drove for about 20 minutes before it stopped. I was taken out and I could
see from under the blindfold that I was at the police station in the settlement of Etzion. It was
around 4:30 a.m. I was taken to a courtyard and made to sit on the ground. I remained there
until around 7:00 a.m. when an interrogator came to question me.

4.

The interrogator removed the blindfold but kept my hands tied. He made me sit on a chair.
The interrogator did not inform me of my right to silence or my right to see a lawyer and
immediately started to interrogate me. He wanted to know what I did after I was recently
released from prison. I told him I went back to school. He then told me I was accused of
throwing stones. He also told me there were witnesses who claimed they had seen me
throwing stones. I told him this was not true at all. He then showed me some pictures of boys
from my village throwing stones. I wasn’t among them. The interrogator asked me if I knew
the boys. I told him I didn’t. The interrogation lasted for about an hour. When the
interrogation was over he did not ask me to sign any documents and I was taken out. I sat on
a bench in the courtyard for about 30 minutes when another interrogator took me for a
second round of interrogation.

5.

The second interrogator was a policeman. He started by telling me I was accused of throwing
stones. He then asked me for my father’s telephone number and called him. He told my
father to appoint me a lawyer because I was going to be transferred to Ofer. The interrogator
then asked me for the name of the lawyer who previously represented me and he called the
lawyer. The interrogator allowed me to speak to the lawyer who recognised me. The lawyer
asked me why I was there and told me to remain silent. The interrogator took me back to the
courtyard and made me sit on a bench. The tie was removed and I wasn’t blindfolded at this
point. A soldier was guarding me. Another detainee from our village was also there. When I
tried to talk to the other detainee the soldier got angry and swore at me.

6.

At around 3.00 p.m. the interrogator told me I was going to be released. He took me outside
the compound together with the other detainee and the two of us took a taxi home. I was
released without any further legal proceedings.

Testimony 144
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.A.S.
17
10 October 2014
Tuqu’, West Bank
Throwing stones/paint
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Summary: On 10 October 2014, a 17-year-old from the village of Tuqu’, is arrested by Israeli
soldiers at 3.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones and paint. He is released 12 hours later
without charge.
1.

My father woke me up and told me Israeli soldiers were in our house. It was 3.00 a.m. He
told me they had come to arrest me. I got up and went to the living room where I saw the
soldiers. They told my father they wanted to take me to the police station in the settlement of
Etzion for interrogation but they did not say what they were going to interrogate me about.
They gave my father a document. I was allowed me to get dressed and then was immediately
taken outside the house.

2.

Once outside my hands were tied with three plastic ties: one on each wrist and one
connecting the two. The ties were not painful. They also blindfolded me. I was then put on
the metal floor of a military vehicle.

3.

The jeep drove for about 10 minutes and then stopped at an Israeli military base. Inside the
base I taken to a caravan and sat on a bench. I waited for about an hour and then I was taken
to see a doctor. The doctor removed the blindfold but kept my ties on. He gave me a
questionnaire with medical questions for me to answer. I was then taken back to the caravan.
I remained in the caravan for about five hours, until around 9.00 a.m. The soldiers allowed
me to use the bathroom and brought me some food but I had no appetite.

4.

At around 9.00 a.m. I was re-blindfolded and again put on the metal floor of a military
vehicle. The jeep drove for about 30 minutes before stopping. I asked the soldiers to tell me
where I was and they said I was in the settlement of Etzion. At Etzion I was kept for about
30 minutes in an outdoor courtyard before I was interrogated.

5.

The interrogator wore civilian clothes and had a tape recorder in front of him. He sat me
down on a chair, removed the blindfold but kept me tied and advised me to be very frank
with him. He asked me for my father’s telephone number and the number of a lawyer and I
told him I didn’t have their numbers. He did not inform me of my right to silence.

6.

He then accused me of throwing stones at soldiers and throwing paint at military jeeps. I
denied all the accusations. He told me other boys had confessed against me. I told him this
was not true. He mentioned the names of the boys and I asked him to bring those boys to me
so I could confront them. He told me this was none of my business. The interrogation lasted
for about 30 minutes. At one point the interrogator got angry at me because I refused to
confess and kicked me with his boots on my knee. He also verbally abused me. He then took
me to be fingerprinted and photographed and took me to another interrogator.

7.

The second interrogator was also dressed in civilian clothes and had a pistol on his waist. He
took the pistol out and placed it on the table in front of him as if he wanted to scare me. He
made the same accusations against me which I denied. He then printed out my statement in
both Hebrew and Arabic and asked me to sign it. I signed it when I realized it matched what
I had told him.
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8.

I was then taken back to the courtyard. The interrogator gave me back my identity card, cut
off the plastic ties and made me sit on a bench. A short while later the interrogator came
back and told they were going to release me without any further legal procedures.

9.

I was released at 3.00 p.m. on 10 October. I didn’t have any money and so walked home,
arriving at 5.00 p.m.

Testimony 145
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

E.M.A.
16
20 October 2014
Beit Ummar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 20 October 2014, a 16-year-old boy from Beit Ummar, in the West Bank, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers as he works with his father in fields adjacent to the settlement of
Karmi Zur.
1.

I was with my father as he worked on land close to the settlement of Karmi Zur. It was
around 3.00 p.m. Suddenly, a group of Israeli soldiers with a dog came out of the settlement
and started to chase me. I managed to run a few metres before the dog started to bite me on
the hand, leg and back. I was bleeding heavily. The soldiers took me back to the settlement
and made me sit on the ground as they called an ambulance.

2.

When the ambulance arrived soldiers accompanied me to Hadassah hospital in Jerusalem. I
was taken to the emergency room and given first aid. At around 10.00 p.m. my parents
arrived at the hospital and were allowed to see me. My father brought me a medical gown to
put on because the dog had ripped my clothes. My parents then left. I remained at the
hospital until around 11.00 p.m. when the soldiers put me in a military jeep. They tied my
hands to the front with one plastic tie. The tie was painful especially because of the dog bites
and the bandage. We then drove for about an hour back to the settlement of Karmi Zur. I was
taken to a room with a couch and I was blindfolded. I was then left there until around 8.00
a.m. I wasn’t allowed to drink or to use the bathroom.

3.

At around 8.00 a.m. a soldier took me to a jeep and I was driven to the police station in the
settlement of Etzion. I was still tied and blindfolded. I was immediately taken to an
interrogation room. An interrogator in civilian clothes was in the room. Before the
interrogation started he told me I had the right to silence and the right to see a lawyer. He
asked me for my father’s telephone number and called him and told him I was at Etzion
police station. The interrogator told my father to come immediately to the police station if he
wanted to attend my interrogation. However, as soon as he finished talking to my father on
the phone the interrogator started to question me. I also didn’t have the chance to speak to a
lawyer.
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4.

The interrogator removed my hand tie and blindfold and accused me of throwing stones at
soldiers and at the settlement. I denied the accusation. At around 9.00 a.m. my father arrived.
The interrogator allowed him into the room and told him to remain silent. When my father
arrived the interrogator turned on a video, which showed a boy standing in the field near the
settlement. The features of the boy in the video were not clear. The interrogator claimed the
boy was me. I told him I wasn’t in that particular area near the settlement. The video did not
show the boy throwing stones or anything of that sort. It just showed the image of a boy
standing near the settlement. The interrogator claimed soldiers saw me throwing stones. I
asked to confront the soldiers but he said that wasn’t going to happen. I continued to deny
the accusation.

5.

The interrogator then printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. The
interrogator told me the document matched exactly what I had told him, so I signed it. The
interrogation lasted a few hours. When the interrogation was over my father went home.The
interrogator then photographed and fingerprinted me. He did not beat me or threaten me or
swear at me. He allowed me to use the bathroom but did not give me any food to eat. I was
then taken to a prison cell at Etzion where I remained for about two hours.

6.

At around 5.00 p.m. I was handcuffed and put in a troop carrier. We drove for about an hour
before arriving at Ofer prison, near Ramallah. On arrival at Ofer I was strip searched before
being taken to Section 13.

7.

Two days later I was taken to Ofer military court. My parents were there and I was allowed
to speak to them. A lawyer was there too. The lawyer requested my release because of the
lack of evidence. The military judge agreed on the condition that no additional evidence was
presented against me.

8.

At 8.00 a.m. on the seventh day following my arrest I was handcuffed and put in a troop
carrier and taken for a second interrogation inside the settlement of Kiryat Arba. The
interrogator wore a police uniform. He removed the handcuffs and immediately started to
interrogate me. He did not inform me of my right to silence or of my right to see a lawyer.

9.

He claimed there were confessions that I had taken part in throwing stones at soldiers back in
July 2014 and that one of the stones hit a soldier. I initially denied the accusation. The
interrogation lasted for about an hour. In the end I confessed to taking part in a
demonstration but I denied having thrown stones. I was taken back to Ofer prison the same
day.

10.

A few days later I was taken to the military court again. The hearing was adjourned to allow
the interrogation to continue or for my lawyer to come up with an agreement on a plea
bargain. Three or four days after the second hearing, I was taken for another interrogation at
Kiryat Arba. The interrogator wore a police uniform and did not inform me of my right to
silence or of my right to see a lawyer. Again, this interrogator interrogated me about
incidents that took place in the past. He accused me of taking part in a number of
demonstrations. I confessed to having taken part in demonstrations but denied having thrown
stones.
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11.

The interrogator then went back to accusing me of throwing stones on the day of my arrest. I
denied this accusation. He then accused me of throwing stones on 7 July 2014 and of hitting
a soldier with a stone. I denied this accusation too. The interrogator then printed out a
document in Hebrew and told me it was identical to what I had told him. He asked me to
sign it and I did. I was then taken back to Ofer prison.

12.

A few days later I had another military court hearing where a new charge sheet was
submitted. This one included charges of throwing stones on multiple occasions and of hitting
a soldier with a stone. The hearing was adjourned. I think I had about 10 military court
hearings. My lawyer was able to cancel the charge of throwing stones and hitting a soldier
with a stone for lack of evidence and because the testimonies of the soldiers contradicted
each other. The military court then agreed to release me on bail. My family had to pay 3,000
shekels in bail and had to come up with a guarantor who holds an Israeli identity card to
guarantee that I show up in court after my release.

13.

I was released from Ofer prison on 6 December 2014 and I went home with my parents.

Testimony 146
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.M.J.
14
25 October 2014
Aida refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 25 October 2014, a 14-year-old boy from Aida refugee camp, in the West Bank,
is arrested by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was arrested by Israeli Border Police in the camp at around 3.30 p.m. There were no
clashes going on at the time. As soon as they arrested me they beat me lightly. They also tied
my hands to the back with one plastic tie. The tie was painful. When I complained they
replaced the tie with metal handcuffs. I was also blindfolded.

2.

I was then taken to an Israeli military base near Rachel’s Tomb. First they made me sit on a
seat but then made me sit on the ground. While I was there, a soldier hit me in the head with
the back of his gun, which caused my head to bleed. I remained at the base for nearly two
hours.

3.

While sitting on the ground at the base I could hear my father’s voice. I heard the soldiers
tell my father that I had been arrested because I was in a location where clashes frequently
occurred. They said they wanted to 'twist my ear’ to teach me a lesson. They said that once
they had taught me a lesson I would be released at Qalandiya checkpoint. My father objected
because Qalandiya checkpoint is a long way away and I didn’t have any money or a phone.
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The commander then allowed my father to give me some money and a mobile phone so that
I stay in touch with him.
4.

I was then put in the back of a vehicle and driven for about an hour before arriving at Atarot
police station. I was taken inside and about 15 minutes later I was interrogated. The
interrogator removed my blindfold and handcuffs and told me I was at Atarot. He did not
inform me that I had any rights. He started by telling me I was a terrorist and accused me of
throwing stones. I denied the accusation. He interrogated me for about 30 minutes before a
second interrogator entered the room.

5.

The second interrogator was aggressive. He immediately slapped me on my face, shouted at
me and called me son of a whore. He claimed there were photographs of me throwing stones
at soldiers. I asked him to show me the photographs but he refused. I was so scared of the
second interrogator that I decided to confess to throwing stones at soldiers. The interrogator
printed out my statement in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I signed it although I didn’t
understand what it said.

6.

After the interrogation I was taken to be photographed and fingerprinted. The interrogator
then called my father on my phone and told him I had confessed and that I was going to be
taken to the military court on Monday. He also told my father to appoint me a lawyer. The
interrogator allowed me to speak to my father. My father then asked the interrogator to bring
me some food and they did. I was then taken to Ofer prison about a 15 minute drive away.
On arrival at Ofer I was strip searched and put in Section 13.

7.

Several days later I was taken to Ofer military court. My parents were there and a lawyer.
The hearing was adjourned. I had about six military court hearings. On the last hearing I was
represented by another lawyer who managed to get me released on bail. My parents had to
pay 3,000 shekels in bail. My parents also had to guarantee to the court that they would bring
me back to court. The judge was not satisfied with this. He also wanted a person holding an
Israeli identity card to be the guarantor. This person was requested to deposit 35,000 shekels
as a guarantee.

8.

I was finally released on 14 November 2014, at around 7.00 p.m. I went home with my
parents. Until today I haven’t been assigned another court hearing.

Testimony 147
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

Y.M.B.
14
28 October 2014
Aida refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones
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Summary: On 28 October 2014, a 14-year-old from Aida refugee camp, near Bethlehem, is
arrested by soldiers and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I own a motor scooter which I had lent to a friend of mine from the refugee camp. I heard
that my friend had been arrested by Israeli soldiers and they had confiscated my bike. I
decided to go to the Israeli military base at Rachel’s Tomb to ask for my bike back. I went to
the base at around 11.00 a.m. and a soldier asked me what I wanted and then told me to wait.

2.

The soldier went away for a few minutes and when he came back he told me I was under
arrest because I was accused of throwing stones. He claimed he had photographs of me
throwing stones at soldiers near the camp. Another soldier tied my hands behind my back
with one plastic tie which was painful.

3.

I was then put in the back of a jeep where I sat on a seat. I remained inside the stationary
vehicle for about six hours. During this time I wasn’t given any food or allowed to use the
bathroom. I was then blindfolded and the jeep drove away. One hour later the jeep stopped
and I was told we were at Atarot. I was immediately taken for interrogation.

4.

The interrogator wore civilian clothes. Before he started to interrogate me he told me I had
the right to silence and the right to see a lawyer. He asked me for my father’s telephone
number. He called my father and asked him to attend the interrogation. My father told the
interrogator he couldn’t make it to the interrogation.

5.

The interrogator then accused me of throwing stones. He told me there were photographs of
me throwing stones. I denied the accusation. The interrogator then showed me a photograph.
The interrogation lasted for about two hours. In the end I confessed. The interrogator then
printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. When he told me it was identical
to what I had told him I signed it. I was then photographed and fingerprinted. He then
brought me some food.

6.

At around 3.00 a.m. I was handcuffed and put in the back of a military vehicle which drove
for about 30 minutes to Ofer prison. On arrival at Ofer I was strip searched. Soldiers asked
me to crouch up and down a couple of time while naked. I was then given prison clothes and
taken to Section 13.

7.

Two days later I was taken to Ofer military court. A lawyer was there but my parents were
not because they had not been informed. I had six other hearings before the military court.
On the last hearing I was sentenced to two months in prison and fined 4,000 shekels. I was
also given a suspended sentence of nine months valid for five years. While in prison I
studied Arabic and mathematics. I did not have any family visits. I was released from Ofer
prison on 18 December 2014.
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Testimony 148
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.N.B.
15
2 November 2014
Aida refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 2 November 2014, a 15-year-old from Aida refugee camp, is arrested by Israeli
soldiers at 4.00 p.m. and accused of throwing stones. He is released without charge two days
later.
1.

I was waiting near the Israeli military watchtower in the camp for the start of a sporting
activity when a group of Israeli soldiers suddenly appeared and arrested me. It was around
4.00 p.m. One soldier hit me all over my body but it was not too hard. I was then taken a
nearby military base at Rachel’s Tomb. As soon as we arrived at the base my hands were
tied to the front with one plastic tie. My legs were also tied with one plastic tie. The ties were
very tight and painful. I asked the soldiers to loosen the ties but they refused. The soldiers
then took me into a room and made me sit on the floor. I remained there for several hours. I
wasn’t given any food nor was I allowed to use the bathroom.

2.

After several hours I was put in the back of a military vehicle where I sat on a seat. The
vehicle drove for about an hour before it stopped at Atarot police station. On arrival I was
put in a shipping container where I sat on a bench for about an hour. After an hour an
interrogator came for me.

3.

The interrogator wore civilian clothes. He sat me down on a chair and told me I had the right
to remain silent. He also told me I had the right to consult with a lawyer. He asked me for
my father’s telephone number but did not call him. He then started to interrogate me before I
had spoken to lawyer. He accused me of throwing stones at the military watchtower in the
Wall in the camp. I told him this was not true and explained to him I was in the area waiting
for a sporting activity to start. This round of interrogation lasted for about 15 minutes. I was
then taken out of the room where I waited for about 10 minutes before I was taken back for
interrogation.

4.

The same interrogator interrogated me again. This time he told me I had to confess otherwise
he was going to beat me. I told him I wasn’t going to confess to something I did not do. The
interrogator slapped me on the face a few times in response to my denials. He then took me
out of the room where he beat me more severely. He took me back into the room and asked
if there was anyone from my family available to attend the interrogation. I told him to call
my father and he did. My father told him he was going to ask my uncle to attend the
interrogation. At around 9.00 p.m. my uncle came to the police station and the soldiers
allowed him into the interrogation room.

5.

At this point a second interrogator joined. The first interrogator repeated the same accusation
and I denied the accusation again. I did not confess. The interrogation lasted for about 30
minutes. The interrogator then took my uncle out of the room and printed out my statement
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in Hebrew and told me it was identical to what I told him. He asked me to sign it and I did. I
was then photographed and fingerprinted.
6.

Following the interrogation I was shackled and handcuffed to and put in the back of a jeep.
The jeep then took me to Ofer prison. At Ofer I was strip searched and taken into Section 13
where I stayed with young prisoners my age. I spent two nights at Ofer. At around 6.00 p.m.
on 4 November, a soldier told me I was going to be released. I was put in a jeep and dropped
off at Qalandia checkpoint. My father was waiting for me there and we went home. I was
released without any further legal action.

Testimony 149
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

I.A.M.
17
16 November 2014
Wadi Fukin, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 16 November 2014, a 17-year-old youth from the village of Wadi Fukin is
arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2.30 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was asleep when my father woke me and told me Israeli soldiers were in the house. It was
2.30 a.m. The soldiers wanted everyone to gather in the living room. I got up and took my
identity card. The commander looked at my identity card and told my father they were going
to arrest me. They did not tell us why they were arresting me or where they were taking me.
The only thing they said was that they were going to take me for questioning for a few hours
and return me.

2.

I was taken out of the house towards the centre of the village where I was tied with my hands
to the front with three plastic ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. The ties
were not painful. I was also blindfolded and put in the back of a jeep where I sat on a seat. I
was kept inside the jeep for nearly one hour while other detainees were brought in. The jeep
then drove for about five minutes towards the settlement of Bitar Illit. There, I was
transferred to another vehicle. The soldier who sat next to me kicked me on the leg the whole
time.

3.

The second vehicle drove for about 15 minutes before stopping at a military base. I was put
in a shipping container and the soldiers asked me to remain standing for about 15 minutes
before I was allowed to sit on the ground. Thirty minutes later I was taken to see a doctor.
The doctor examined me and gave me a questionnaire to answer. After the examination I
was taken back to the shipping container where I sat on a seat until later that morning. The
soldiers allowed me to sleep on the seat. At around 7.00 a.m. soldiers put me in the back of a
jeep and which drove for about 15 minutes before stopping outside the police station inside
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the settlement of Etzion. I was then put in a shipping container and sat on a seat for about 30
minutes.
4.

After 30 minutes an interrogator came for me. The interrogator started questioning while I
was standing by the door, still tied and blindfolded. He accused me of throwing stones,
which I denied. Five minutes later he took me to another room and removed the blindfold
and allowed me to sit down. He was dressed in civilian clothes. He did not inform me of my
right to silence or of my right to consult with a lawyer. Instead he told me I had to confess
otherwise he was going to break my leg and electrocute me. Then he started to punch me
lightly on the chest and slapped my face. He did so while asking me how many stones I
threw. I told him I didn’t throw any stones. This lasted for about 15 minutes. I was then
taken out of the room and made to stand in the cold for about one-and-a-half hours.

5.

The interrogator came back and started to question me while standing. He wanted to know
why I threw stones. I told him I didn’t throw stones. He then poured very cold water on my
hand and leg and I felt very cold. He also slapped and punched me while I was standing. He
threatened that if I didn’t confess he was going to allow soldiers to beat me and I would then
be taken to the notorious Al-Mascobiyya interrogation centre for further questioning.

6.

Another soldier then took me back to the container and asked me to sit on my leg. I remained
in that painful position for about four hours. The soldier prevented me from changing my
position. Then another interrogator came and told me to stand up. I couldn’t stand up and he
told me to hurry up. The other detainees in the container had to help me to stand. The
interrogator took me to another room and told me his name was Yacoub. The second
interrogator was wearing an Israeli police uniform. He told me I had the right to silence and
the right to see a lawyer.

7.

He asked me for my father’s telephone number but the telephone was turned off. He accused
me of throwing stones at soldiers. I told him this was not true. He then told me there was a
confession against me from another person. I asked him to confront me with that person but
he never did. Then he printed out my statement in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. When he
told me it was identical to what I had told him I signed it.

8.

After the interrogation I was photographed and fingerprinted, before being strip searched and
taken to a prison cell by myself. The following morning I was handcuffed and taken to Ofer
prison, near Ramallah. On arrival at Ofer I was immediately taken to the military court. A
lawyer was in court but not my family. The hearing was adjourned. My parents attended the
second hearing in addition to the lawyer. The lawyer told me there was no evidence against
me. He requested my release on bail. The prosecutor agreed but asked for 1,000 shekels in
bail. The lawyer requested the bail money be reduced to 750 shekels, which my parents paid.
I went home with my parents on 2 December 2014. So far I haven’t been summoned to court
or called for interrogation.”
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Testimony 150
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

W.T.A.
14
17 November 2014
Beit Ummar, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 17 November 2014, a 14-year-old boy from Beit Ummar, in the West Bank, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails.
1.

I was arrested on the main road at around 4.30 p.m. I was with my friends and there were no
clashes in the area at the time. Suddenly Israeli soldiers appeared and arrested me together
with my two friends. I was immediately tied to the front with one plastic tie which was
painful.

2.

I was then put in the back of a jeep where I sat on the metal floor. I was kept inside the jeep
by the entrance to the village for about an hour. The jeep then drove towards an area
overlooking the Al ‘Arrub refugee camp. The soldiers pulled me out of the jeep and made
me sit on a rock for another hour. I was very uncomfortable. One of the soldiers approached
me and started to ask me some questions in Arabic. He asked me why I was throwing stones
near the main road. I told him I wasn’t throwing stones at anyone. The soldier then put me
back on the metal floor inside the jeep.

3.

The jeep drove away for about 10 minutes and then stopped at the nearby settlement of
Karmi Zur. I was taken out of the jeep and made me sit on the ground for about 30 minutes. I
was then put inside a shipping container where there were lots of soldiers. I was blindfolded
and the soldiers started to slap me and to kick me while laughing. They also swore at me and
called my mother a whore. I was then put back on the floor of a jeep. The jeep drove for
about 30 minutes before stopping. I was taken into a room and told by a policeman that I was
in the police station in the settlement of Kiryat Arba. I remained in the room until around
11.30 p.m. when an interrogator came to question me.

4.

The interrogator cut off the plastic tie and removed the blindfold and immediately started to
interrogate me. He told me his name was Ben Lulu. He told me my father was waiting
outside the police station and as soon as I confess to throwing stones he was going to send
me home with my father. I told him I didn’t throw stones at anyone so how could I confess
to something I didn’t do. He did not inform me of my rights. There was a camera and a tape
recorder in the room. The interrogator did not beat me or threaten me but he swore at me. He
kept telling me I was an asshole.

5.

The interrogator repeated the accusation and told me I was accused of throwing stones and of
throwing a Molotov cocktail. I told him this was not true. He told me that he had interrogated
my friends and that they had confessed against me. I asked him to confront me with my
friends. When he brought one of the boys into the room the boy completely denied ever
having confessed against me. The interrogator got very angry and started to shout saying:
'yes, this boy knows you and he confessed against you’.
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6.

The interrogator left the room with the other boy and left me alone with a soldier. Thirty
minutes later the interrogator came back. He turned the chair I was sitting on towards the
wall and left me there for about half-an-hour. I was facing the wall. Then he started to
interrogate me again. He told me to confess. When I asked him what he wanted me to
confess to and said he wanted me to confess to throwing stones and throwing a Molotov
cocktail. I told him this was not true. The interrogator then printed out my statement in
Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I refused to sign it because I couldn’t understand what was
written in it. He then told me there were soldiers waiting outside and that they were going to
come and beat me up if I didn’t sign the statement. I then agreed to sign it because I was
scared of being beaten up.

7.

Another policeman took me to be photographed and fingerprinted. He returned me to the
room when he was done. I remained at Kiryat Arba police station until around 2:00 a.m. I
wasn’t given any food but I was allowed to use the bathroom and I was given some water.

8.

At around 2.00 a.m. I was handcuffed and blindfolded and put on the floor of another jeep.
The jeep drove for about 30 minutes before it stopped at the police station in the settlement
of Etzion. On arrival I was strip searched and then put back in the vehicle for some reason. I
remained in the vehicle until around 7.00 a.m. I was sitting in the back on a seat. When I
tried to fall asleep a soldier would come and wake me up preventing me from sleeping. At
one point I did fall asleep but a soldier took me out of the vehicle and made me sit outside on
the gravel for about 30 minutes and then he put me back into the vehicle. I wasn’t given any
food.

9.

At around 8.00 a.m. I was taken to a prison cell where I slept for about an hour before the
soldiers brought me some food. I was then shackled and driven to Ofer prison, near
Ramallah. On arrival at Ofer I was put in another vehicle and told I was being taken to the
military court. I remained in the vehicle until 6.00 p.m. but was never taken to the military
court. During this time I wasn’t given any food or drink and I didn’t use the bathroom. At
around 6.00 p.m. I was taken out of the vehicle and strip searched. I was then given prison
clothes and taken to Section 13.

10.

The following morning I was taken to the military court. A lawyer was there and so was my
father. The hearing was adjourned. I had another military court hearing with my lawyer and
my parents present and it was adjourned too. On the third military court hearing I was told
the hearing was adjourned until 8 December. On 4 December, in the afternoon, a soldier
came to tell me I was going to be released together with my other two friends who were
arrested with me. I went home with my father on the same day and my father told me I was
released without charge.

241
Testimony 151
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.M.A.
15
17 November 2014
Beit Ummar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 17 November 2014, a 15-year-old boy from Beit Ummar, in the West Bank, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones. He is released 17 days later
without charge.
1.

I was arrested on the street at around 7.30 p.m. I was going for a walk with my friends when
suddenly some Israeli soldiers were walking behind us. When I saw the soldiers I was scared
and started to run. The soldiers chased and arrested me. As soon as I was arrested a soldier
slapped me on the face. I was then tied to the front with one plastic tie. The tie was very
tight. I was then taken and put inside a military jeep.

2.

The jeep drove for five minutes towards Al-Arrub refugee camp. I was taken out and made
to stand near the jeep. A soldier, who spoke Arabic, threatened that if I didn’t confess to
throwing stones he was going to hit me with a flash light that he had in his hand. I told the
soldier I wasn’t throwing stones. The soldiers did not beat me. I remained near the jeep for
about 30 minutes before I was put in the back of another jeep which then drove to the
settlement of Karmi Zur.

3.

At the settlement of Karmi Zur I was put in a shipping container and blindfolded. I was then
taken back to the jeep. The jeep drove for another 30 minutes before it stopped. I was taken
into a room where there were soldiers and other detainees. I was still tied and blindfolded. I
was kept there for about four hours before being interrogated.

4.

The interrogator told me his name was Ben Lulu. He also told me we were at the police
station in the settlement of Kiryat Arba. He cut off the ties and removed the blindfold. The
interrogator started by verbally abusing me and calling me an asshole without any reason.
Then he told me I was accused of throwing stones. He told me it was up to me if I wanted to
speak or not. I told him I didn’t know anything and that I didn’t want to speak. He didn’t tell
me I had the right to silence and the right to consult with a lawyer. He asked me for my
father’s number but I refused to give it to him. He then accused me of throwing stones near
the main road. I told him this was not true.

5.

He told me he had already interrogated other boys and they confessed to him that I was
throwing stones at soldiers. He also told me that soldiers testified that they had arrested me
while throwing stones. In the end I found I had no choice but to confess. The interrogator
printed out my statement and asked me to sign it. In the beginning I refused to sign it but the
interrogator insisted. In the end I agreed to sign it even though I think it was in Hebrew. I
was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken back to the room where I had waited
before.
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6.

I remained in the room until around 2.00 a.m. Soldiers allowed me to use the bathroom and
to drink water but I wasn’t given any food. At around 2.00 a.m. I was handcuffed and put in
a vehicle which stopped at the entrance to the settlement of Gush Etzion.. I remained in the
vehicle until around 8.00 a.m. I fell asleep while I was waiting in the vehicle. At around 8.00
a.m. I was put in another vehicle and driven to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. I remained in the
vehicle from around 10.00 a.m. until around 5.00 p.m. after which I was taken out, strip
searched and put in Section 13 with other children.

7.

The following day I was taken to Ofer military court. In the military court there was a lawyer
to represent me. The hearing was adjourned until 9 December. On 4 December, at around
3.00 p.m., a soldier told me I was going to be released. I was released at around 8.00 p.m. on
that day. My parents were waiting for me outside prison and I went home with them. My
father told me I was released without charge for lack of evidence.

Testimony 152
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.R.S.
15
17 November 2014
Beit Ummar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 17 November 2014, a 15-year-old boy from Beit Ummar, in the West Bank, is
arrested by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones. He is released 17 days later
without charge.
1.

I was arrested near the main road at around 7.30 p.m. I was with my friends when suddenly
we heard the sound of a flare which lit-up the entire area. Then some Israeli soldiers
appeared. I did not run because I hadn’t done anything wrong. The soldiers immediately
arrested me. I was led on foot in the direction of the Al Arrub refugee camp for about 10
minutes.

2.

A short time later a military jeep arrived with two other boys from the village inside. The
soldiers made me stand by the jeep and my hands were tied in front of me with a single
plastic tie. The tie was painful. I was then put in the back of the jeep and sat on a seat. A
soldier who spoke Arabic started to ask me some questions. He wanted to know who was
throwing stones. I told him I didn’t know and that I wasn’t throwing stones. He did not
inform me of my rights.

3.

The jeep then drove for about 15 minutes before stopping at the nearby settlement of Karmi
Zur. I was taken out of the jeep and led into a room. They made me sit on a bench for about
30 minutes before I was taken to see a doctor. The doctor examined me and asked me if I
had any illnesses. I was then taken to a courtyard where the soldiers made me sit on the
ground in the cold for about 30 minutes. I was then taken back to the jeep. The jeep drove for
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about 15 minutes before it stopped at the settlement of Kiryat Arba. I was put in a shipping
container where I remained for about an hour. Then an interrogator came.
4.

The interrogator told me his name was Ben Lulu. Before interrogating me he asked me for
my father’s telephone number. He called my father and asked him to come to Kiryat Arba. I
never saw my father during interrogation but when I was released my father told me he did
come to Kiryat Arba when the interrogator called him but he wasn’t allowed in. The
interrogator did not inform me of my right to silence or of my right to see a lawyer. He did
not remove the handtie during the interrogation.

5.

He accused me of throwing stones at soldiers and cars near the main road. I told the
interrogator this was not true. The interrogation lasted for about two hours. The interrogator
shouted at me and banged the table several times during the interrogation. He verbally
abused me calling my mother a whore. He threatened he was going to beat me if I didn’t
confess, but he did not actually beat me. In the end I was scared of the interrogator and
confessed to throwing stones at a settler bus.

6.

The interrogator printed out my statement in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. When I asked
to know what was written in it he told me he wrote down exactly what I had told him.
Because I was still tied, the interrogator brought a razor to cut off the tie so that I can sign
the statement. While he was trying to cut off the tie he cut my hand and I was bleeding. The
interrogator told me the cut wasn’t serious and all I needed was some tissues and the
bleeding would stop. When I told him I needed disinfectant, he dismissed my request and
just gave me some tissues. He gave me the statement again and I signed it.

7.

I was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken back to the shipping container. I
remained in the shipping container until around 2.30 a.m. Soldiers then tied my hands to the
front with one plastic tie and took me to a jeep. The jeep drove for about 30 minutes before it
stopped again at the settlement of Karmi Zur.

8.

I was taken to see a doctor who put a bandage on my hand and treated it with disinfectant. I
was then put back in the jeep which drove for about 10 minutes before stopping at the police
station in the settlement of Etzion. I remained in the jeep until around 7.00 a.m., when I was
taken inside. I sat on a bench until around 10.00 a.m. when I was handcuffed and put in a
prison van. I was told we were going to Ofer military court. On arrival at Ofer I remained in
the van until around 5.00 p.m. but was never taken to court. At around 5.00 p.m. I was taken
inside Ofer prison and strip-searched. I was then taken to Seciton 13.

9.

The following day I was taken to the military court. A lawyer was there to represent me and
so were my parents. The hearing was adjourned. I had another military court hearing and the
same thing happened. Just before the third hearing, on 4 December 2014, I was released
from prison without charge. My parents were waiting for me and I went home with them.
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Testimony 153
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.Y.A.
16
1 December 2014
Wadi Fakin, West Bank
Throwing stones/participating in a demonstration

Summary: On 1 December 2014, a 16-year-old youth is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2.00 a.m.
and accused of participating in a demonstration and throwing stones.
1.

My father woke me and told me Israeli soldiers were in the house and they had come to
arrest me. It was 2.00 a.m. I got up and went to the living room where the soldiers had
gathered. The commander told me to get dressed. Before I was led out of the house a soldier
asked my father to sign a document acknowledging that no damage had been done to the
house.

2.

I was led to the centre of the village. Soldiers tied my hands to the front with one plastic tie
which was very tight and painful. I was then put into the back of the jeep and made to sit on
the metal floor, between the legs of the soldiers. I was also blindfolded. The jeep waited for
about 15 minutes until another detainee was brought in and then drove for about five minutes
towards the Israeli military base near the settlement of Bitar Illit. I was taken out of the jeep
and made me sit on the ground in the cold for about an hour. I was then taken to see a doctor.
The doctor asked me some questions about my health and I was taken back to the jeep. The
jeep drove away for about 15 minutes before it stopped at the police station inside the Israeli
settlement of Etzion.

3.

I was taken out of the jeep and put in a shipping container where I sat of the floor for about
four hours. I was still tied and blindfolded. There were soldiers around who made me sit still
without moving which was very tiring. I was then taken to the interrogation room. The
soldiers removed the blindfold before the interrogator came in but I remained tied.

4.

The interrogator wore an Israeli police uniform. He violently flung open the door intending
to frighten me. He immediately started to shout telling me I had to confess. The interrogator
then left the room and I was left by myself for a few minutes before another interrogator
came in.

5.

The second interrogator wore civilian clothes. He started by telling me I was like a son to
him and that I needed to tell him the truth. He did not inform me of my right to silence or my
right to see a lawyer. He then told me I was accused of taking part in a demonstration in our
village and of throwing stones at soldiers. I told him this was not true and that I was in
Bethlehem on the day of the demonstration. The interrogator immediately got angry and
changed his tone of voice. He told me I was a liar. He then took out an electric rod from a
cupboard. The rod had something that looked like a light bulb at its end. The interrogator
turned the electric rod on and waved it in the air. The rod made a sound like an electric short
circuit. He then turned it down a bit and put it on my leg. I felt a mild electric shock. The
interrogator then called another policeman to come into the room. The policeman was so big
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he could hardly fit through the door. The big policeman wanted to know why I was refusing
to confess. He banged the table aggressively. I was scared that he might beat me but he left
the room shortly afterwards. The other interrogator told me that the big policeman was crazy
and that I should confess or he might beat me up.
6.

The interrogation lasted for about three hours. At one point the interrogator told me there
were photographs of me throwing stones. I asked the interrogator to show them to me but he
never did and immediately changed the subject. He then told me it was better for me to
confess because if I didn’t the judge in the military court would 'screw me’. The interrogator
swore at me and called my sister and mother whores. He also told me he was going to have
sex with my mother and my sisters. He also slapped me on the face more than once.

7.

In the end he printed out my statement in both Arabic and Hebrew. I read the statement
which said that I denied having taken part in a demonstration and throwing stones at soldiers.
Then he gave me a document saying I had the right to see a lawyer. This was after the
interrogation was over. During this whole time I wasn’t given any food, but I was allowed to
use the bathroom.

8.

I was then photographed and fingerprinted. A soldier then strip searched me and took me to a
prison cell inside Etzion. I remained in the cell by myself until around 10:00 p.m. when
soldiers handcuffed me and put me in a vehicle. I was put in a very small area in the back.
There was hardly enough space for me to sit and I kept banging my head on the ceiling
because it was too low. There were no lights inside the vehicle so I asked the soldiers to turn
the light on. In the beginning they did not agree but later they did. The vehicle drove for
about an hour before it stopped at Ofer prison, near Ramallah. At Ofer I was again strip
searched, given prison clothes and taken into Section 13 where I was put with other prisoners
my age.

9.

On 4 December 2014, I had a military court hearing. A lawyer was in the military court to
represent me. He was able to convince the military judge to release me on bail until the next
hearing and until there was enough evidence presented against me. My family paid 1,000
shekels in bail and I went home with my family on the same day.

10.

For a whole week afterwards I could not sleep. Each time I heard the sound of vehicles
outside our house I was scared that they had come back to get me. What bothered me most
was that they wanted me to confess to something I did not commit.

Testimony 154
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:

M.H.R.
14
3 December 2014
Tuqu’, West Bank
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Accusation:

Throwing stone/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 3 December 2014, a 14-year-old boy from Tuqu’, in the West Bank, is arrested
by Israeli soldiers at 2.00 a.m.
1.

I was asleep when I was woken by an Israeli soldier. It was 2.00 a.m. The soldier told me to
get dressed and told my father I was under arrest. They did not say why they were arresting
me or where they were going to take me. They asked my father to sign a document and took
the document with them.

2.

I was then taken out of the house and my hands were tied in front of me with three plastic
ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. The ties were painful. I was also
blindfolded and put in the back of a jeep and made to sit on a seat. The jeep drove a short
distance before it stopped and I was put in a shipping container. I sat on a metal bench for
about four hours.

3.

After four hours I was taken to see a doctor. The doctor asked me some questions about my
health and took me back to the container. At around 7.00 a.m. I was put back into the jeep
and taken to the Israeli police station inside the settlement of Etzion. At Etzion I was made to
stand in the sun for about 30 minutes before I was told to sit on the ground. I remained there
for about four hours. I asked the soldiers to use the bathroom and they allowed me. During
this time I was not given any food.

4.

At around 1.00 p.m. an interrogator took me to a room. He made me sit on a chair, removed
the blindfold and started to interrogate me. He asked me “what was the model of the bus you
threw a Molotov cocktail at?” I told him I didn’t throw Molotov cocktails at anyone and that
I don’t do such things. I told him I was only interested in school. The interrogation lasted for
about five hours. The interrogator did not inform me of my right to silence or my right to
consult with a lawyer.

5.

Half way through the interrogation he asked me for my father’s telephone number. He called
my father and asked him to appoint a lawyer for me. He then punched me a few times and
slapped me and held me aggressively by the neck. He verbally abused me and told me I was
an asshole. He told me other boys had confessed that I was throwing stone at soldiers with
them. I asked the interrogator to confront me with those boys. He brought in one boy and
asked him if I was the one who was throwing stones with him. The boy told him it was
another boy and not me.

6.

The interrogator then showed me some pictures of boys throwing stones. I denied it was me
but the interrogator got very angry and started to shout. I was scared and confessed to
throwing one stone at a soldier which did not hit him.

7.

The interrogator printed out my statement in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. He verbally
translated it for me and I signed it. I was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken back
to the courtyard. I was blindfolded and tied as before. I sat on the ground for about an hour. I
was then strip searched and taken to a prison cell inside Etzion police station. There were
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other boys in the cell. I remained in the cell until around 2:00 a.m. when soldiers replaced
the plastic ties with metal handcuffs and I was taken to Ofer prison.
8.

On arrival at Ofer I was strip searched. The soldiers asked me to crouch up and down while
naked a couple of times.

9.

The following day I was taken to Ofer military court. A lawyer was there to defend me. The
hearing was adjourned. On the second hearing both my parents and my lawyer were present.
The hearing was adjourned again. I had four additional military court hearings. On the last
hearing my lawyer succeeded in convincing the military court to release me on bail pending
the next hearing. My parents had to pay 1,000 shekels in bail. I went home on the 18
December and no date has been set for my next military court hearing.

Testimony 155
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.J.M.
13
3 December 2014
Tuqu’, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 3 December 2014, a 13-year-old boy from Tuqu’, in the West Bank, is arrested
by Israeli soldiers at 1.30 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was asleep when my father woke me and told me that Israeli soldiers had come to arrest
me. It was 1.30 a.m. I got up and found the soldiers were inside our house. One of the
soldiers told me to get dressed because they were going to arrest me. I heard the soldiers tell
my father I was accused of throwing stones and that they were going to question me for a
few hours at Etzion police station and then return me. They gave my father a document and
then took me on foot towards the centre of the village where the military jeeps were waiting.

2.

As I was being led to the jeeps a soldier swore at me and called my mother a whore. I was
then blindfolded and tied to the front with three plastic ties: one on each wrist and one
connecting the two. The ties were not painful. I was then taken into the back of a jeep where
I sat on the seat. The jeep remained stationary for about an hour.

3.

After an hour the jeep then drove for about 10 minutes and then stopped. I was able to see
from under the blindfold that we were at an Israeli military base. I was taken out of the jeep
and was made to sit on the ground with other detainees. It was a cold night. I remained on
the ground for about an hour. A soldier then took me to see a doctor. The soldier removed
the blindfold and the doctor asked me if I suffered from any illnesses. When the doctor was
done I was blindfolded again and taken back to the courtyard where I sat on the ground. I
remained there until 6.00 a.m. The soldiers allowed me to use the bathroom. At around 6.00
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a.m. I was taken back to the jeep which drove for about 15 minutes. I was told we had
arrived at the police station inside the settlement of Etzion.
4.

At Etzion I was put in a courtyard near the interrogation rooms. They made me sit on the
ground for about 15 minutes. I was then taken to an interrogation room. The interrogator
wore civilian clothes. He sat me down on a chair and removed the blindfold and the ties. He
immediately started to interrogate me and did not inform me of any rights. He accused me of
throwing stones at soldiers and showed me a photograph. The photograph was taken by
soldiers. I told the interrogator the photograph was not of me. He laughed.

5.

The interrogator then started to type on his computer while reading out loud what he was
typing. He said that I had given him the names of other boys and young people from my
village. He named them and said that I had confessed that they were throwing stones
although I never said anything of the sort. I told him what he was writing was not true.

6.

The first round of interrogation lasted for about an hour. Then the interrogator left the room
and another interrogator walked in. The second interrogator shouted a lot and seemed
aggressive. He accused me of throwing stones at soldiers. When I denied the accusation he
slapped me on the face and kicked me in the leg. I was scared and decided to confess. I
confessed to throwing stones on one occasion but I did not mention any names to him.

7.

When the interrogation was over he told me I had the right to consult with a lawyer. He
asked me for my father’s number and allowed me to speak to my father. I asked my father to
appoint a lawyer and that I was going to appear in the military court the same day. The
interrogator then printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. He did not
translate it for me.

8.

The interrogator then photographed and fingerprinted me. A soldier then handcuffed me and
put me in a troop carrier. The vehicle drove for about an hour before stopping at Ofer prison,
near Ramallah.

9.

On arrival at Ofer I was immediately taken to the military court. A lawyer was there to
represent me. The lawyer asked for the hearing to be adjourned. My parents did not attend
the hearing. I was then strip searched and taken to Section 13 where I stayed with other
detainees my age. I had two other military court hearings. My parents did not attend any of
them.

10.

On the last hearing my lawyer asked the military court to be satisfied with the time I had
already spent in prison. The military court accepted this but imposed a fine of 2,000 Shekels.
My lawyer was able to reduce the fine to 1,000 Shekels. I was released from Ofer prison on
24 December 2014 and went home with my father.
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Testimony 156
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.F.M.
14
4 December 2014
Aida refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 4 December 2014, a 14-year-old boy is arrested by Israeli soldiers near Rachel’s
Tomb and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was near Rachel’s Tombs as clashes between Israeli soldiers and the youth of the camp
were taking place. Suddenly some soldiers started to chase me and I ran. A soldier threw a
stun grenade at me which hit me on my hand and I fell to the ground and was arrested. It was
around 4.00 p.m.

2.

I was immediately taken to a military base near Rachel’s Tomb. When we arrived the
soldiers made me sit on the ground. The soldiers allowed me to wash my hand which was
bleeding because of the stun grenade but I was not given any medical attention. My hands
were then tied in front of me with a single plastic tie which was painful. I was then put in the
back of a jeep which drove for about an hour to Atarot police station, in East Jerusalem.

3.

On arrival at Atarot I was made to sit on a bench outside near the interrogation rooms. At the
time a number of Palestinian workers who had tried to enter Israel without a permit were
being interrogated by soldiers. I was kept waiting until 1.30 a.m. until it was my turn to be
interrogated.

4.

The interrogator was wearing civilian clothes and spoke fluent Arabic. He told me his name
was Adel. The interrogator accused me of throwing stones at the gate of the Israeli military
base near Rachel’s Tomb. The interrogator did not inform me of my right to silence or of my
right to see a lawyer. He asked me for my father’s telephone number and asked him to come
to Atarot to be at the interrogation. However, he did not wait for my father to arrive and
started to interrogate me immediately.

5.

I told the interrogator I was at home when I smelled tear gas, and I went to see what was
going on and that was when the soldiers arrested me. The interrogator shouted at me and told
me I was a liar. He told me I had to confess to the truth. He shouted again and I was scared. I
felt I had no choice but to confess. I confessed to throwing five stones at the military base.
The interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes. The interrogator printed out my statement in
Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I signed it without knowing what it said.

6.

When the interrogation was over the interrogator called my father and told him there was no
need for him to come because I had already confessed. He also told him I was going to be
released near the checkpoint by Rachel’s Tomb and that he was going to contact him later to
ask him to bring me back to Atarot to continue the interrogation. The interrogator also told
my father he was going to make him sign a bail document in return for my release. The
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interrogator put me in a police car which drove me to the Bethlehem checkpoint near
Rachel’s Tomb. My father was waiting for me there and I went home with him.
7.

The interrogator hasn’t contacted my father yet. I still don’t understand why I was released
and whether I am going to be interrogated further. As far as I know my father never signed
bail documents and did not pay any money for my release.

Testimony 157
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

S.A.M.
14
7 December 2014
Anata, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 7 December 2014, a 14-year-old boy from Anata village is arrested by Israeli
soldiers during clashes near the Wall and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was arrested in the area near the Wall near our village at around 3.30 p.m. There were
clashes involving stone throwing at the Israeli military watchtower near the Wall at the time.
I was nearby and some Israeli soldiers started to chase me and other boys. I ran a short
distance before being caught. My hands were immediately tied behind my back with a single
plastic tie which was painful. I asked the soldier to loosen it and he replaced it with a looser
tie. I was not beaten. I was then taken into the back of a troop carrier and sat on a seat. I was
then blindfolded.

2.

We drove for about 15 minutes before arriving at the Israeli police station inside Binyamin
settlement. I was taken inside the station with the other detainees. I was made to sit on the
ground in the waiting room for about an hour. I was then taken outside to a yard where I was
made to sit on the ground. At around 10.00 p.m. soldiers started to take the detainees for
interrogation one by one. My turn came at around 2.00 a.m.

3.

Once inside the interrogation room I was made to sit on a chair and the tie and blindfold
were removed. There was an Israeli policeman and a Druze soldier who was there to
translate for the policeman. By this time my father and brother had come to the police
station. The interrogator allowed them both to enter the interrogation room for about five
minutes. My brother is a lawyer asked to stay for the interrogation but the interrogator got
very angry and told my brother he wasn’t going to allow him to remain in the room. He then
told my brother and father to wait outside in the waiting room.

4.

Once my father and brother had left the room the interrogator told me I had the right to
silence and that everything I tell him might be used against me in the military court. There
was a tape recorder in the room. He then accused me of throwing stones and read out some
statements he took from other boys. I denied the accusation. The interrogator then got very
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angry and shouted at me. The interrogation went on for about one-and-a-half hours. When
the interrogator told me that other boys had confessed that we were throwing stones I
decided to confess myself. The interrogator then printed out my statement in Hebrew and
asked me to sign it. When he translated it for me I decided to sign it.
5.

After the interrogation I was photographed and fingerprinted and taken to a room where the
other boys who had been interrogated were waiting. There were mattresses on the floor. I
asked to use the bathroom and the soldiers allowed me. I spent the night there. In the
morning soldiers brought us some food but it was inedible.

6.

I was arrested on a Sunday. On Monday, 8 December, I knocked on the door of the room in
which we were being detained and asked to use the bathroom. The soldier got very angry and
opened the door and slapped me in the face. The next day, which was Tuesday, soldiers
entered the room at around 7.00 p.m. and handcuffed me. I was then taken to a troop carrier
waiting outside. We drove for around 30 minutes before arriving at Ofer prison, near
Ramallah. On arrival at Ofer I was strip searched. I was then taken to Section 13 where I was
put with other detainees my age.

7.

The following day I was taken to Ofer military court. My father and brother came to court. A
lawyer was there to represent me. The hearing was adjourned until the following Monday.
On Monday I had another military court hearing. My lawyer told the military court that I had
spent enough time in prison and I should be released. The military court agreed and imposed
a fine of NIS 2,000 and gave me a suspended sentence of five months valid for three years. I
was released from Ofer prison on 17 December 2014 and I went home with my father.

Testimony 158
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.M.I.
12
7 December 2014
Anata, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 7 December 2014, a 12-year-old boy from Anata is arrested by Israeli soldiers
near the Wall and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was arrested on the street near the Wall at around 4.00 p.m. There were boys throwing
stones at the Israeli military tower and the soldiers laid an ambush for them. The soldiers
arrested a number of boys after they shot in the air. They also arrested me. I was not beaten. I
was made to sit on the ground for about 30 minutes until some military vehicles arrived. I
was then put in the back of a troop carrier and I sat on a seat. My hands were tied behind my
back with a single plastic tie which was very painful. I was also blindfolded.
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2.

The troop carrier then stopped at the Israeli police station inside the settlement of Binyamin.
I was put in a waiting room where I sat on the floor for about an hour. Then a policeman
came and took me outside where they wash cars. The policeman made me sit on the ground
until around 5.00 a.m. It was a cold night. I tried to fall asleep but I couldn’t because it was
too cold. At around 5.00 a.m. I was taken for interrogation.

3.

There was an Israeli policeman and a soldier with a gun in the interrogation room. The
soldier spoke Arabic and he translated for the policeman who spoke Hebrew. The
interrogator told me I had the right to remain silent and the right to see a lawyer before he
started to interrogate me. He also told me that my words could be used against me in court.
The interrogator turned a tape recorder on and told me that my brother was waiting outside.
He told me if I confessed he was going to send me home with my brother. The interrogator
did not allow my brother into the interrogation room until after the interrogation was over.

4.

The interrogator accused me of being in the area near the Wall with the intention of throwing
stones at the soldiers. I told him this was not true and that I was in the area playing. The
interrogator shouted at me. His voice was very loud. He then told me that other boys had
confessed against me. He brought in one boy and claimed he had confessed against me. The
boy told the interrogator I was not throwing stones and that I was there playing. The
interrogator then printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I signed it
although I did not understand what it said.

5.

I was then photographed and fingerprinted. The interrogator then allowed my brother into
the interrogation room and told him I was accused of throwing stones based on confessions
from other boys. He also told him if he wanted me released he had to pay 500 shekels
pending the military court hearing. My brother paid the money and I went home with him at
around 7:00 p.m., on 8 December 2014.

Testimony 159
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.F.E.
14
7 December 2014
Anata, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 7 December 2014, a 14-year-old youth is arrested during clashes near an Israeli
military watchtower close to his village. He is released five days later.
1.

I was arrested on the street near the Wall at around 4.00 p.m. There were stone throwing
incidents going on at the Israeli military watchtower in the area and I was with some boys
there. Some Israeli soldiers laid an ambush near the Wall and suddenly appeared and started
to chase us. They fired tear gas and stun grenades in our direction and shot live bullets in the
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air. I couldn’t run fast enough and the soldiers caught me. They made me sit on the ground
and started to take pictures of me with their mobile phones.
2.

I remained there for about 30 minutes before a troop carrier arrived and I was put inside
where I sat on a seat. A soldier tied my hands to the back with three plastic ties: one on each
wrist and one connecting the two. The ties were tight and painful. The carrier drove away. I
asked the soldiers to loosen the ties and one of the soldiers replaced them with looser ones.
Fifteen minutes later the carrier stopped at the Israeli police station inside Binyamin
settlement. I was taken to a hall where I sat on the floor for about an hour. I was then taken
with other boys to a courtyard where we sat on the ground for about an hour. I was still tied.
A soldier also blindfolded me. At around 7.00 p.m. I was taken to the interrogation room.

3.

An Israeli policeman was there and a soldier carrying a weapon was also there to translate.
The policeman removed the ties and the blindfold. My father was allowed into the
interrogation room before the interrogation started. The interrogator spoke to my father in
Hebrew and then asked him to leave. My father asked to stay during the interrogation but the
interrogator refused and sent him out. He then started to interrogate me.

4.

The interrogator did not inform me of my right to silence or of my right to see a lawyer. He
had a tape recorder in front of him. He accused me of throwing stones and Molotov cocktail
at the military watchtower near the military camp. I told him this was not true. He then
started to shout at me and to threaten me saying if I didn’t confess he was going to put me in
prison for a long time. He told me there were five soldiers who saw me throwing stones. I
asked the interrogator to confront me with the soldiers but he never did. The interrogation
lasted for more than an hour. The interrogator then printed out my statement in Hebrew and
asked me to sign it. I asked him to translate it for me. He told me it was exactly what I had
told him and that it also says I did not confess.

5.

I was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken to a room with seats and closets. It
seemed like a changing room for the policemen. I remained there by myself for about an
hour before soldiers took me to a waiting room near the reception. There were other boys in
the room and a bed. I spent two nights at Benyamin. Soldiers brought me food and water.
Each time anyone of us needed to go to the bathroom we knocked at the door and a soldier
would show up more than half an hour later. One of the soldiers got angry and started to
shout at us. He slapped me and the other boys because we kept knocking at the door asking
to use the bathroom.

6.

On Tuesday, 9 December, at around 7.00 p.m., I was handcuffed and shackled and put in a
troop carrier. The carrier drove for about an hour before it stopped at Ofer prison, near
Ramallah. At Ofer I was strip searched, given prison clothes and taken to Section 13.

7.

The following day I had a military court hearing. My father was there and a lawyer. The
military judge said there wasn’t enough evidence against me and that he was going to release
me on Thursday. On Thursday, 11 December, I was taken to the waiting room at the military
court where I waited for a very long time. Lawyers were on strike because of the death of a
Palestinian minister. The judge decided to release me after paying a fine of 500 shekels. He
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also said they would notify me through my lawyer if a charge sheet is presented against me.
My father paid the fine and I was released on the same day. I went home with my father.

Testimony 160
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.W.J.
12
7 December 2014
Anata, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 7 December 2014, a 12-year-old boy from Anata village is arrested by Israeli
soldiers during clashes by the Wall. He is released the following day.
1.

I was arrested near the Wall at around 4.00 p.m. I was playing in the area with some friends.
There were stone throwing incidents going on at the time. Suddenly, a group of Israeli
soldiers started to chase us. I tried to run away but the soldiers were faster and caught me.
They made me stand by the Wall for about 30 minutes before a troop carrier arrived. I was
put in the back of the carrier and sat on a seat.

2.

The carrier drove for about 15 minutes. On the way a soldier blindfolded me and tied my
hands behind my back with three plastic ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two.
The ties were tight. When I and the other boys complained, a soldier replaced the ties with
looser ones. The carrier then stopped and I was taken into a police station. The other boys
told me we were in Binyamin settlement. As soon as we arrived the soldiers removed the
blind fold.

3.

I was taken to a waiting room where I sat on the floor for about an hour before soldiers took
me to a courtyard where they made me sit on the ground. I was still tied. I remained on the
ground for about three hours. At around 8.00 p.m. a soldier took me to a room inside the
police station where I waited with other boys. I remained in the room until around 4.00 a.m. I
slept on a seat in the room. At around 4.00 a.m. a soldier took me to the interrogation room.

4.

An interrogator and a soldier carrying a weapon were in the room. My father was also there.
He told me he had been waiting for hours at the police station and that he was trying to get
me released. The interrogator allowed my father to stay for about five minutes before he
asked him to leave. He told him he couldn’t stay during the interrogation. When my father
left, the interrogator started to interrogate me. Before he started, he told me I had the right to
remain silent and the right to consult a lawyer but I didn’t really understand what it meant to
consult with a lawyer. The interrogator had a tape recorder in front of him.

5.

He accused me of throwing stones at soldiers near the Wall. I told him this was not true. I
told him I was in the area for the first time in my life and that I was playing with my friends.
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The interrogator started to shout at me and accused me of lying. He then told me that one of
the other boys had testified against me and said that we were both throwing stones together.
At this point I confessed to throwing stones. The interrogator printed out my statement in
Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I signed it without really knowing what it said. I was then
photographed and fingerprinted.
6.

The interrogator then called my father in and told him I had confessed. He told my father he
was going to release me on bail until the court hearing. The interrogator asked my father to
pay the bail money and gave him a document summoning me to the military court on 7 June
2015. I was released on 8 December at around 6.00 a.m. and I went home with my father.

Testimony 161
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

Y.M.H.
11
7 December 2014
Anata, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 7 December 2014, an 11-year-old boy from Anata is arrested by Israeli soldiers
near the Wall and accused of throwing stones. He was released after around 10 hours.
1.

I was arrested near the Wall at around 4.00 p.m. I was with my brother and some other boys.
We were there playing when suddenly Israeli soldiers appeared and started to fire stun
grenades at us. I tried to run away but I was arrested. The soldiers took me to an area near
the main road and left me there for some time.

2.

When a troop carrier arrived I was put in the back and sat on a seat. On the way a soldier tied
my hands to the back with a piece of cloth. The cloth was not tight. The carrier drove for
about 15 minutes before stopping and I was taken into the police station. The other boys who
were arrested with me told me we were at the Binyamin police station.

3.

The soldiers made me sit on the ground for about 30 minutes before I was taken with the
other boys to a courtyard where I sat on the ground for about five hours. During this time
soldiers took the boys for interrogation. I was then taken inside the police station into a room
with some benches. I slept on a bench for a short while and at around 1.00 a.m. I was taken
for interrogation.

4.

A policeman and a soldier were in the interrogation room. The interrogator then told me I
had the right to remain silent and the right to consult with a lawyer. I don’t recall whether
there was a camera or a tape recorder in the room. The interrogator told me I was accused of
throwing stones and that I was in the area near the Wall with other boys who were throwing
stones at soldiers. I told him this was not true and that I was in the area collecting some
metal. The interrogator told me that other boys had confessed against me. The interrogation
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lasted for less than 30 minutes. The interrogator wrote down my statement but he did not ask
me to sign anything.
5.

The interrogator told my father he had to pay 500 NIS fine in return for my release and that I
wasn’t going to appear in court because of my young age. He also told my father if I get
arrested again within a year I was going to be put in prison. My father paid the fine and the
policeman told him to wait at the Palestinian coordination office to receive me there. I was
then taken in a police car to Beit El where I was handed over to the Palestinian police. I
arrived home with my father at around 4.00 a.m.”

Testimony 162
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.M.H.
13
8 December 2014
Anata, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 8 December 2014, a 13-year-old boy from Anata is summonsed by phone to
attend an interrogation at the Israeli police station inside Binyamin settlement.
1.

On 7 December my younger brother was arrested near the Wall. I was in the area too but I
went home at around 3.00 p.m. My brother was arrested together with other boys from the
village 30 minutes after I left. It seems that one of the boys told an Israeli interrogator at
Binyamin that I was with the group of boys near the Wall.

2.

On 8 December, at around 5.00 p.m., my father received a telephone call from an Israeli
policeman at Binyamin. The policeman told him to immediately accompany me to the
settlement because they were going to interrogate me about throwing stones at soldiers. The
interrogator told my father if he didn’t show up with me at the police station immediately he
was going to send the army to arrest me. My father asked the interrogator whether he was
sure they wanted me and not my brother who was arrested the day before and the
interrogator confirmed that they wanted me.

3.

My father was reluctant to take me to the Israeli police station but he was worried that they
might come in the middle of the night to arrest me and so in the end he decided to take me.
We arrived at the police station at around 7.00 p.m. We immediately went into the
interrogator’s room where he was waiting for us.

4.

The interrogator was in police uniform. A soldier was also in the room to interpret for me.
The interrogator allowed my father to stay during the interrogation but asked him to remain
silent and not to say anything, otherwise he would be sent out. The interrogator told me I had
the right to remain silent and the right to see a lawyer. Before I could talk to a lawyer he
started to interrogate me.
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5.

He accused me of throwing stones at soldiers near the Wall together with other boys. He told
me other boys had confessed against me saying I was preparing stones and handing them
sling shots. I told the interrogator this was not true and that I didn’t throw stones. I also
asked him to confront me with the boys he claimed had testified against me. The
interrogation lasted for more than an hour and the interrogator was writing down what I was
telling him. About 10-15 minutes into the interrogation the interrogator told my father to
leave the room because he spoke. At the end of the interrogation he printed out my statement
in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I signed after he told me it was identical to what I had
told him. I was then photographed and fingerprinted.

6.

The interrogator called my father in and told him I was going to be released on bail and that
a decision whether I would be taken to the military court or not would be decided on later
after studying my file with the military prosecutor. My father paid 500 NIS bail and I went
home with him.

Testimony 163
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

H.A.H.
16
23 December 2014
Beit Ummar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 23 December 2014, a 16-year-old youth from Beit Ummar is attacked by four
Israeli military dogs near the settlement of Karmi Zur.
1.

I was arrested near the settlement of Karmi Zur at around 3.00 p.m. There were clashes at the
time between youth from my town and Israeli soldiers. Suddenly soldiers with four dogs
appeared and they let their dogs chase me. The dogs ran after me very fast and I couldn’t run
fast enough to escape. I ran for about 150 meters when the dogs got hold of me and the
soldiers came running. The dogs bit me all over my body and the soldiers appeared to be
pleased. One dog bit me on my left shoulder and the other on my right leg and I started to
bleed heavily. I screamed and pleaded with the soldiers to take the dogs away but to no avail.
A few minutes later the soldiers removed the dogs.

2.

I was tied to the front with one plastic tie which was painful. The soldiers then dragged me
through the valley towards the settlement of Karmi Zur. I was led for about 30 minutes. My
father and other people from the town tried to get me released but they did not succeed.
When we arrived at the gate to the settlement the soldiers put me in a military jeep and made
me sit on the metal floor. The jeep waited for about 10 minutes until an army ambulance
arrived.
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3.

I was treated in the ambulance and a medical officer cleaned and bandaged my wounds. He
also sprayed a painkiller on the wound. I remained in the ambulance for about two hours
before I was taken to Hadassah hospital in Jerusalem. The ambulance drove for about an
hour before we arrived at the emergency room where I received additional medical
treatment. I was then hospitalized. I was in a room by myself and soldiers guarded me the
whole time. I was also tied to the hospital bed. I remained in hospital for two days and then I
was taken to the Israeli police station in the settlement of Etzion. My parents were not able to
visit me in hospital. When the ambulance arrived at Etzion I was immediately taken for
interrogation.

4.

The interrogator was in police uniform. There was also a soldier in the room. He did not
inform me of my rights. He immediately started to interrogate me and accused me of
throwing stones near the settlement. He claimed that one of the stones I threw hit a soldier. I
denied the accusation. I was interrogated about previous incidents and accused of of
throwing stones at soldiers on a number of occasions. I confessed to throwing a stone but
denied that it hit a soldier. The interrogation lasted for about three hours. In the end the
interrogator printed out my statement in Hebrew and Arabic and asked me to sign it but I
refused. I told the interrogator I was illiterate and could not read or write. I was then
photographed and fingerprinted.

5.

The interrogator called my father and told him I was detained at Etzion and asked him to
appoint a lawyer. I was then taken to a prison cell in Etzion where I spent one night. The
following day I was transferred to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. The journey took about oneand-a-half hours and I was handcuffed.

6.

On arrival at Ofer prison I was strip searched and taken to Section 13. Two days later I was
taken to the military court and my detention was extended. My mother was there and a
lawyer. I had other military court hearings which were adjourned several times. My lawyer
was changed and the second lawyer showed the judge a video that showed what had
happened to me during arrest. The judge demanded that the soldier who claimed he had been
hit by a stone which I threw come to court but he never did. The hearing was adjourned for
72 hours to allow the soldier to appear but he never did.

7.

I was released on 29 March 2015 after being sentenced to three months in prison. In prison I
studied Arabic and mathematics.”

Testimony 164
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

K.H.S.
15
25 December 2014
Beit ‘Annan, West Bank
Throwing stones
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Summary: On 25 December 2014, a 15-year-old youth from Beit 'Anan is arrested by Israeli
soldiers during clashes near the Wall by his village.
1.

I was arrested on the main road near the Wall by my village at around 3.00 p.m. Clashes with
Israeli soldiers were going on at the time. Suddenly around seven soldiers chased and caught
me. I did not resist because I had no chance. One of the soldiers hit me very hard on the head
with the back of his gun. I bled and lost consciousness. When I regained consciousness a few
minutes later I found myself on the ground blindfolded and tied to the back with one plastic
tie. The tie was very painful. I remained on the ground face down for about 40 minutes.
When a military jeep arrived I was put on the floor in the back.

2.

The jeep drove for about 30 minutes and then stopped at an Israeli military base. I was taken
out of the jeep and made to sit on the ground for about two hours. After two hours a soldier
made me sit on a chair. He cut off the plastic tie and replaced it with three ties to the front:
one on each wrist and one connecting the two. Then he tied my leg with one plastic tie to the
chair in a way that forced me to remain seated on the chair. I remained in this position until
around 9.00 p.m.

3.

At around 9.00 p.m. a soldier removed the leg tie and put me on the floor of a jeep. Around
30 minutes later we arrived at the Israeli police station inside the settlement of Binyamin.
Inside the police station a soldier put me on a chair but a policeman shouted at him and I was
made to sit on the floor. The soldier then pushed me to the floor where I remained for about
30 minutes. I was still tied and blindfolded.

4.

At around 10.00 p.m. a man in civilian clothes took me to another room. He removed my
blindfold but I remained tied. He then started to interrogate me. He did not inform me that I
had any rights. He accused me of throwing stones at soldiers and of setting tyres on fire. He
told me there were pictures of me throwing stones at soldiers but he did not show me the
pictures. He brought in a soldier who claimed he saw me throwing stones and setting fire to
tyres. I denied all the accusations and told the interrogator they were not true.

5.

The interrogation lasted for about an hour. During the interrogation the interrogator was
shouting and banging the table. He did not beat me but swore at me and told me I was a
fucker son of a whore. He said bad things about my mother and called her a whore. I told the
interrogator a soldier hit me with the back of his gun on my head but he did not pay any
attention to what I told him. At the end of the interrogation he showed me documents and
told me they were documents that said I had the right to silent and the right to consult with a
lawyer. He asked me to sign the documents which were in both Hebrew and Arabic and I
did.

6.

I later found out in the military court that there were other documents in the stack he
presented to me written in Hebrew which I also signed thinking they were part of the rights
document. They turned out to be a confession. In the military court it was claimed that I had
confessed to the accusations of my own free will. I was then photographed and fingerprinted
and taken to a waiting room where I waited.
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7.

At around 1.00 a.m. I was allowed to use the bathroom. I was then blindfolded and put in the
back of a vehicle where I sat on a seat. The vehicle drove for about an hour before it arrived
at Ofer prison. At Ofer I was strip searched and asked to crouch up and down while naked. I
was then taken to see a doctor who saw the cut on my head. I explained to the doctor what
happened but he did not say anything. I was then taken to Section 13 at Ofer prison.

8.

Five days after my arrest I was taken to Ofer military court. My parents and a lawyer were in
court. The hearing was adjourned. I had five more hearings. On the last one I was sentenced
to four months in prison and fined 2,000 NIS. I was also given a six month suspended
sentence valid for five years. In prison I studied mathematics and general cultural studies. I
was released from Ofer prison on 16 April 2015.

Testimony 165
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.A.SH.
16
26 December 2014
Azzun, West Bank
Throwing Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 26 December 2014, a 16-year-old boy from Azzun is arrested by Israeli soldiers
at 4.00 a.m. and accused of throwing Molotov cocktails. He is released four days later without
charge.
1.

I was asleep in the living room when suddenly Israeli soldiers broke down the front door and
stormed into the house. It was 4.00 a.m. The soldiers were very tense and were wearing
masks. My parents were not at home; they were on a trip to Jordan. The soldiers immediately
came to where I was sleeping and got me up and asked me for my name. Then they told me I
was under arrest. They did not tell me why I was under arrest or where they were going to
take me. They took me out of the house after they allowed me to get dressed and
immediately tied my hands to the back with one plastic tie. The tie was not painful.

2.

The soldiers led me on foot for about 10 minutes to where some military vehicles were
waiting by the Wall. I waited there for about 15 minutes while other detainees were brought
to the area. Then I was blindfolded and put in the back of a military vehicle and made to sit
on the metal floor. The vehicle drove for about 10 minutes before stopping at the Zufin
military base.

3.

On arrival at the base I was made to sit on the ground in a courtyard for about two-and-a-half
hours. I was then taken to see a doctor who examined me and gave me a questionnaire with
medical questions to answer. The questionnaire was in Arabic. I was then taken into the back
of a jeep and sat on a seat this time. The jeep drove for about an hour before it stopped at
Huwwara military base, near Nablus.
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4.

At Huwwara I was strip searched and taken to a room with other boys my age. I was given
some food and water and I spent one night there. The following day, at around midnight a
soldier woke me up and told me I was going to be transferred to Megiddo prison, inside
Israel. I was shackled and handcuffed and driven to Megiddo prison. The drive took about
one-and-a-half hours.

5.

At Megiddo I was strip searched. I was also given prison clothes and taken to the minors’
section. Two days after I arrived at Megiddo I was taken back to the West Bank in the early
morning to Salem military base for interrogation.

6.

On arrival at Salem I was taken immediately for interrogation. The interrogator wore civilian
clothes. He did not inform me of my right to silence or of my right to see a lawyer. He told
me I was suspected of throwing a Molotov cocktail at settlers. I denied the accusation. I told
him I don’t take part in such things. The interrogator then wanted me to tell him the names of
boys who pass by our house on their way to the settlement. He also wanted me to give him
names of boys who throw stones. I told him I didn’t know anyone. The interrogation lasted
for about 30 minutes.

7.

In the end the interrogator called a lawyer and asked him to represent me. He then asked me
for my father’s number. He called my father and allowed me to talk to him. I was then
photographed and fingerprinted. The interrogator then printed out my statement in Hebrew
and asked me to sign it but I refused. I was then taken back to Megiddo prison.

8.

On 29 December 2014, I was taken to Salem military court where I waited in the waiting
room. I never went inside the courtroom. At around 4.00 p.m. a soldier told me they had
decided to release me. I was released without further legal action. I went home with my
parents.

Testimony 166
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

Y.Z.Y.
16
26 December 2014
Azzun, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 26 December 2014, a 16-year-old youth form Azzun is arrested by Israeli
soldiers at 4.00 a.m. He is released four days later without charge.
1.

I was asleep when my father woke me up and told me Israeli soldiers were in the house and
that they had asked him to wake everyone up. It was 4.00 a.m. The soldiers then came into
my bedroom and asked me for my name. They told me to get dressed because they wanted to
take me for interrogation. They did not tell me or my father what they were going to

262
interrogate me about or where they were going to take me. They did not give us any
documents.
2.

I was taken out of the house and my hands were tied behind my back with one plastic tie.
The tie was tight. They walked me towards the centre of the town where soldiers had been
waiting with other detainees they had arrested. When a troop carrier arrived I was
blindfolded and put in the back of the troop carrier where I sat on the metal floor. The carrier
drove for about 15 minutes and then stopped. I was taken out and I could see from under the
blindfold that we were at the Israeli military base near the settlement of Zufin.

3.

The soldiers made me sit on the ground in a courtyard for about an hour. Then they took me
to see a doctor. A soldier removed the blindfold and the tie and a doctor examined me. He
also gave me a questionnaire with medical questions for me to answer. A soldier then reblindfolded and tied my hands to the front with one plastic tie which was very tight. He took
me back to the courtyard where I remained until 7.30 a.m.

4.

At around 7.30 a.m. I was put in the back of the troop carrier and sat on metal floor. The
carrier drove for about an hour before we arrived at Huwwara military base, near Nablus. I
remained inside the carrier outside the camp for about 30 minutes before the vehicle was
allowed to enter. Once inside Huwwara I was strip searched and taken to a cell with other
detainees my age. I was given some food and water. At around 10.00 p.m. I was told that I
was going to be transferred to Megiddo prison, inside Israel.

5.

I was handcuffed and shackled and put in a vehicle. This time I sat on a seat. The journey to
Megiddo took around one-and-a-half hours. On arrival at Megiddo I was strip searched. I
was given prison clothes and taken to see the prison doctor. I was then taken to the children’s
section where I stayed with other prisoners my age.

6.

The following morning I was told I was going to be taken to the military court. I was
shackled and handcuffed and driven 30 minutes to Salem military base, in the West Bank. I
waited for 30 minutes in a room. I then found out I was to be interrogated and not taken to
the military court.

7.

The Israeli interrogator wore civilian clothes. He told me he was a policeman and told me his
name was Omri. I was alone with him in the room. As soon as I entered the room I wanted to
sit down on the chair but he yelled at me and didn’t allow me to sit down for 10 minutes. The
interrogator did not inform me of my right to silence or of my right to see a lawyer. To begin
with he did not accuse me of anything. Instead he told me he knew I didn’t do anything
wrong and that he wanted some information from me; information about my town and about
boys from my town. I told him I just go from home to work but it seems he didn’t like my
answer. He then told me he knew I throw stones with other boys. I told him this was not true.

8.

The interrogation lasted for about an hour. Most of the time the interrogator wanted to get
general information from me about my town and whether I knew the names of those who
throw stones. I told him I didn’t know anyone. At a certain point be became calm and offered
me a cup of coffee.
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9.

He then asked me for my father’s telephone number. He called my father and told him I was
being interrogated. He then called a lawyer and allowed me to speak to him. The lawyer told
me not to worry and to remain silent. The interrogator then asked me where I was on
Thursday night, the night before I was arrested. I told him I was at home. He then printed out
a document in Hebrew and told me it was identical to what I had told him. He asked me to
sign it and I did. I was then photographed and fingerprinted and I was taken back to Megiddo
prison.

10.

On 29 December 2014, I was told that I was going to be taken to the military court. I was
shackled and handcuffed and driven back to Salem military base, in the West Bank. I was
taken to a waiting room where I remained until the afternoon. I was never taken inside the
military court. In the afternoon a soldier came and told me I was going to be released. I was
released on the same day without charge and without further action.

Testimony 167
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.Y.D.
17
4 January 2015
At Tabaqa, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 4 January 2015, a 17-year-old youth from At Tabaqa is arrested by Israeli
soldiers at 2.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I woke up to the sound of military jeeps around the house. It was 2.00 a.m. I then heard the
sound of a device breaking open the front door. Once the door was broken Israeli soldiers
stormed our house. My father went to speak to the soldiers but they were very angry because
did not open the door quickly enough.

2.

A soldier asked me for my ID card. I was taken to the living room and searched. A soldier
tried to hit me and when I defended myself the other soldiers in the room beat me very hard.
One soldier hit me in the face with his with his gun and I bled heavily. Another soldier
slapped and kicked me all over my body. Then they threw me on the couch. When my family
saw this they panicked and started to shout and scream and there was chaos in the house. My
younger siblings were terrified. My youngest brother is just 4-years-old. The soldiers then
asked me to stand up and told if I didn’t keep quiet they were going to shoot me. I was
scared and kept calm and quiet.

3.

The soldiers told me I was under arrest and told me to get dressed. They gave my father a
document with details about my arrest saying I was accused of throwing stones and that I
was going to be interrogated at the Israeli police station in the settlement of Kiryat Arba. I
was taken out of the house where I was blindfolded and tied to the front with three plastic
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ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. The ties were painful. I was then put in
the back of a jeep and made to sit on the floor.
4.

The jeep drove for about 15 minutes before stopping at a nearby Israeli military base. I was
taken to see a doctor who examined me and gave me a form to fill out. The doctor also
treated the cut on my face and the bleeding stopped. The blindfold was removed during the
examination. I was then blindfolded again and taken to a room with other soldiers where I sat
on a seat. I remained there until 6.00 a.m. I was allowed to drink and to use the bathroom.

5.

At around 6.00 a.m. I was put on the floor of a military jeep. The jeep drove for about 30
minutes before arriving at the settlement of Kiryat Arba. On the way soldiers kicked and
punched me in the stomach. When we arrived I was immediately taken for interrogation.

6.

At the entrance to the interrogation room a man in civilian clothes told me I had to confess to
throwing Molotov cocktails at soldiers. He then took me into the room where another
interrogator in civilian clothes was sitting. The interrogator spoke fluent Arabic. He removed
the ties and the blindfold and told me I had the right to remain silent and the right to see a
lawyer. He had a tape recorder in the room. No one else was in the room.

7.

The interrogator asked me for my father’s telephone number but he did not call him. He then
told me I was accused of throwing stones at soldiers. I told him this was not true. He then
told me there was a confession against me from another boy. The interrogation lasted for
about 30 minutes. I continued to deny the accusation. He then printed out a document written
in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I told him I wasn’t going to sign anything I didn’t
understand. I was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken to a room where soldiers
rest. I sat on a seat and I was tied and blindfolded like before. I remained there until 2.00
p.m. I was then taken to the police station in the settlement of Etzion.

8.

At Etzion I was strip searched and taken to a prison cell where I stayed with other detainees.
The blindfold and the ties were removed. At around 5.00 p.m. soldiers took me out, shackled
and handcuffed me and took me to a vehicle. The vehicle drove for about an hour before it
arrived at Ofer prison, near Ramallah. At Ofer I was strip searched and taken to Section 13

9.

Three days after my arrest I was taken to Ofer military court. A lawyer was in court but not
my parents because they were not informed. The hearing was adjourned for a week. My
parents attended the second hearing. All in all I had about seven appearances in the military
court. On the last appearance my lawyer accepted a plea bargain in which I was sentenced to
four months in prison and fined NIS 2,000. I was also given a suspended sentence of six
months in prison; a fine of NIS 5,000; valid for five years.

10.

I served my sentence in the juvenile section of Ofer prison until I turned 18 on 15 March
2015. I was then transferred to the adult section. A week later I was transferred to a prison in
the Negev inside Israel. In prison I did not study. I was told that lessons were available only
to boys who are sentenced and it took a very long before I was sentenced. I was released
from the Negev prison on 28 April 2015.
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Testimony 168
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

G.H.
17
4 January 2015
At Tabaqa, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 4 January 2015, a 17-year-old youth from At Tabaqa is arrested by Israeli
soldiers at 2.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.

1.

I was asleep when suddenly I heard lots of jeeps around the house and someone banging at
the door. It was around 2.00 a.m. When my brother opened the door a group of Israeli
soldiers stormed into the house as if they were preparing to go to war. They immediately
asked us for our identity cards and when they saw mine they told me they wanted to arrest
me. I don’t remember the soldiers telling my parents where they were going to take me
and why.

2.

The soldiers allowed me to get dressed and immediately took me outside the house where
they blindfolded me and tied my hands to the front with one plastic tie. The tie was very
painful. They took me into the back of a jeep and made me sit on a seat. The jeep drove for
about 15 minutes and stopped at the nearby military camp where I was put in a shipping
container and sat on the floor.

3.

Sometime later a soldier took me to see a doctor. The soldier removed the blindfold and
when the doctor was done I was blindfolded again. I was taken back into the shipping
container where I remained until around 6.00 a.m.

4.

At around 6.00 a.m. I was put in the back of a jeep and made to sit on the floor. The jeep
drove away and the soldiers beat me hard all over my body. The jeep drove for about 30
minutes and then stopped at the police station inside the settlement of Kiryat Arba. At
Kiryat Arba I was put in a shipping container where there were three interrogators.

5.

I sat on a seat and the blindfold was removed but the tie was kept. One of the three
interrogators led the interrogation and the other two intervened every now and then. They
did not inform me of my rights.

6.

The interrogator accused me of throwing stones and Molotov cocktail at soldiers. I told
him this was not true. The interrogator then told me there were confessions against me
from another boy who claimed I threw stones with him. I told the interrogator the boy
wasn’t telling the truth. The interrogator got angry. He blindfolded me again and cut off
the tie and replaced it with another one this time with my hands to the back. The tie was
very tight. The interrogators then beat me all over my body.

7.

The interrogation lasted for about an hour. During this time the interrogators questioned
me about throwing stones but most of the time they spent beating me. They did not ask me
to sign any documents. I was then taken to see another interrogator in the nearby room.
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8.

This interrogator was in police uniform. He told me I had the right to remain silent and the
right to see a lawyer. He asked me for my parents’ number and called them and allowed
me to speak to them. This interrogator did not beat me but he swore at me a lot. He called
my mother and sisters whores. He accused me of throwing stones at soldiers and told me
there were confessions against me but he did not show me any evidence. I did not confess
and insisted I did not do anything wrong. The interrogation lasted for more than two hours.

9.

The interrogator printed out my statement in Hebrew and asked me to sign it but I refused
to sign. He then asked the first interrogator to sign that I had confessed to him which was
not true. I was allowed to use the bathroom but I was not given anything to eat or drink.

10.

I was photographed, fingerprinted and taken into the back of a jeep where I sat on the
floor. I was tied and blindfolded again. The jeep drove to the settlement of Etzion. At
Etzion I was strip searched and taken to a prison cell in where they removed the tie and the
blindfold.

11.

At around 5.00 p.m. I was shackled and handcuffed and taken to Ofer prison, near
Ramallah. On arrival at Ofer I was strip searched.

12.

On 6 January I had a military court hearing. My parents were not in court but a lawyer was
there. I had more than seven hearings. In the end I was sentenced to four months in prison
and fined NIS 2,000. I was also served with a suspended sentence of six months valid for
five years.

13.

On 7 March I was shackled and handcuffed and put into the back of a vehicle which drove
for about two hours. The vehicle stopped at a place near Ramla and I spent one night there
in a small cell not bigger than 2 X 2 meters. The following day I was shackled and
handcuffed again and taken into the back of a vehicle where I sat on a seat. The vehicle
drove for two hours before it stopped at Megiddo prison inside Israel.

14.

At Meggido I was taken to see an intelligence officer. He asked me some questions about
my sentence and whether I knew anyone from Ofer prison with a mobile telephone. I told
him I didn’t know anything. He then asked me whether I had relatives inside Ofer and I
said no. I was then taken to the juvenile section in Megiddo where I spent the rest of my
sentence.

15.

I was released from prison on 28 April 2015. I went home with my parents who were
waiting for me. I was released from Salem checkpoint at around 5.00 p.m. and I arrived
home around 10.00 p.m. In prison I did not study.

Testimony 169
Name:
Age:
Date:

I.A.
16
4 January 2015
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Location:
Accusation:

Beit Ummar, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 4 January 2015, a 16-year-old youth from Beit Ummar is arrested by Israeli
soldiers at 2.30 a.m. and detained for two days.

1.

I was arrested from home at around 2.30 a.m. I woke up to the sound of Israeli soldiers
banging at the door. When my father opened the door the soldiers asked him to bring all
the young people in the house out into the main street. It was a very cold night. They also
asked him for our identity cards. One of the soldiers examined the identity cards and then
asked for me. They told my father they wanted to arrest me.

2.

They did not tell him where they were taking me or why. My father told the soldiers I was
too young and asked whether he could accompany me. In the beginning the commander
didn’t mind but when the soldiers took me to the jeep and my father tried to get in with me
the soldiers shouted at him and ordered him to go back home.

3.

I was dragged into the jeep in my pajamas. My father followed me with some clothes but
the soldiers didn’t allow me to take the clothes. I was blindfolded and tied to the front with
one plastic tie which was very painful. I asked the soldier to loosen it but he refused. I was
taken into the back of the jeep where I sat on a seat but then a soldier made me sit on the
floor and sat in my place.

4.

The jeep drove around the village for a few minutes and then I was told to get out. I fell on
my back because I was blindfolded and couldn’t see. I was in pain. I was transferred to
another jeep where I sat on the floor in the back. The jeep drove for about 15 minutes
before it stopped at Etzion where I was taken to see a doctor. I was then taken to a
shipping container where I sat on the floor until around 6.00 a.m. I was very cold because I
was still in my pajamas. An interrogator then took me to the interrogation room.

5.

The interrogator wore civilian clothes. Before interrogating me he told me I had the right
to remain silent and the right to consult with a lawyer. The interrogator removed the
blindfold but kept me tie.

6.

He accused me of throwing stones and showed me a picture of a boy throwing stones. I
denied that it was me. The interrogator became angry and told me I was a liar. He told me
it was better for me to confess and that if I didn’t he was going to beat me. He did not beat
me and did not swear at me. The interrogation lasted for about 2 hours. The interrogator
told me there were confessions against me. I asked him to confront me with those who
confessed against me but he never did.

7.

He then took me to see a policeman who again accused me of throwing stones. I continued
to deny the accusation. He printed out my statement in Hebrew and asked me to sign it but
I refused. The second interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes.

8.

I was then taken back to the first interrogator who accused me of throwing stones and
Molotov cocktail at soldiers. I told him I didn’t do anything wrong. I was then taken to be
photographed and fingerprinted.
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9.

I was then taken to a prison cell at Etzion where they removed the ties. At around 6.00
p.m. I was shackled and handcuffed and taken to the back of a troop carrier where I sat on
a seat. The carrier drove for about one-and-a-half hours and then stopped at Ofer prison,
near Ramallah.

10.

At Ofer I was strip searched. I felt embarrassed. I was then given prison clothes and taken
to Section 13.

11.

The following day I had a military court hearing. A lawyer was there to represent me. He
managed to get me released on bail. My family had to pay 500 shekels in bail in addition
to another 2,500 shekels payable if I don’t show up for the hearing scheduled on 4 August
2015. I went home with my father on the following day.

Testimony 170
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.G.
13
7 January 2015
Surif, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 7 January 2015, a 13-year-old boy is arrested by Israeli soldiers during a
demonstration near his village.
1.

I was arrested at around 10.00 a.m. on the main road near the village. There was a
demonstration at the time and some people were throwing stones at soldiers. The
demonstration was to demand that the gate separating our village from the nearby village of
Al Jab’a be removed. A group of soldiers chased me and I couldn’t run fast enough.

2.

As soon as they arrested me they beat me all over my body with the back of their guns. They
took me into the back of a jeep and pushed me to the floor with my face down and continued
to beat me. They did not tie my hands and did not blindfold me. The jeep drove for about 30
minutes and then stopped at the Israeli police station in the settlement of Etzion where I was
immediately taken for interrogation.

3.

The interrogator wore civilian clothes. He did not inform me of my right to silence and did
not tell me I had the right to see a lawyer. No one else was in the room except the
interrogator and me.

4.

The interrogator accused me of throwing stones at soldiers. I told him this was not true and
that I didn’t throw stones at anyone. The interrogator then called in two soldiers who
testified that they saw me throwing stones at soldiers. The interrogation lasted for about three
hours. I continued to deny the accusation and did not confess to anything. The interrogator
then took me outside the interrogation room where I sat on a bench.
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5.

Another interrogator came and started to question me while I was still outside the
interrogation room. He wanted to know why I did not confess. I told him I had nothing to
confess to. He then asked me to go with him to wash my face. He took me to an area behind
the main building where no one could see and started to beat me all over my body. He
banged my head hard against the sink and I almost lost consciousness. He then took me back
to the interrogation room to see the first interrogator again.

6.

I was interrogated for another hour. The interrogator again accused me of throwing stones at
soldiers. This time he had a tape recorder in the room and he turned it on. In the end I
confessed. He asked me for my mother’s number and told her I was accused of throwing
stones and that I was at Etzion. He also told her I needed a lawyer. He then called a lawyer
and allowed me to speak to him. The lawyer advised me not to confess but it was too late.

7.

The interrogator printed out my statement in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I signed the
statement without understanding what it said. I was then photographed and finger printed
and taken to the courtyard where I remained until around 2.00 a.m. There were soldiers
guarding me and they allowed me to use the bathroom and to drink water but they did not
give me anything to eat.

8.

At around 2.00 a.m. I was taken into the back of a jeep which drove for about 30 minutes to
Kiryat Arba where I was examined by a doctor. Then I was shackled and handcuffed and
taken into the back of a vehicle where I sat on a seat. The vehicle drove for about one-and-ahalf hours before it arrived at Ofer.

9.

At Ofer I was strip searched. They asked me to take all my clothes off and I felt embarrassed
and uncomfortable especially when they asked me to crouch up and down while naked. I was
then taken inside the prison to Section 13.

10.

The following day I was taken to Ofer Military Court. A lawyer was there but my parents
were not because they were not notified. The hearing was adjourned. I had four other court
hearings. In the end the court was satisfied with the time I had already spent in prison and
decided to release me. My mother had to pay 500 shekels fine. I also had a suspended
sentence but I don’t know the details. I don’t know exactly why the court made this decision.

11.

Just before I was released, on the way to the prison gate, soldiers beat me all over my body
and told me I was the son of a whore. I was released from Ofer on 27 January 2015 at around
9.00 p.m. and I went home with my mother. We arrived home at around 2.00 a.m.

Testimony 171
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:

M.K.I.
17
11 January 2015
At Taybah, West Bank
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Accusation:

Throwing stones

Summary: On 11 January 2015, a youth is arrested by Israeli soldiers while collecting
firewood near the Wall. He is released nine days later without charge.
1.

I was collecting firewood with my brother and friend near our house which is located near
the Wall. It was around 4.30 p.m. Suddenly an Israeli military jeep appeared and some
soldiers got out and immediately walked towards us. One of the soldiers accused us of
throwing stones and asked to see our hands. I told him this was not true and that we were
collecting firewood. The soldier immediately handcuffed me which was not painful. I was
then put in the back of the jeep where I sat on the metal floor.

2.

The jeep drove for about 10 minutes before stopping at Salem military base. At Salem I was
put in a shipping container where I sat on the floor for about five hours. A soldier then took
me to another room. On the way he pushed me and I fell to the ground. He made me sit on
the floor for another hour. When a soldier heard me talking to my brother, who was also
arrested with me, he started to shout at me. I wasn’t allowed to use the bathroom or to drink
water.

3.

At around midnight a soldier took me to see a doctor who examined me and gave me a
questionnaire in Arabic about my medical condition. I was then blindfolded and taken into
the back of a jeep where I sat on the metal floor. The jeep drove for about 30 minutes before
it stopped and I was taken out. When I asked where we were soldiers told me we were at the
police station in Ariel settlement. At Ariel I waited on a seat in a corridor for 30 minutes
before I was taken to the interrogation room.

4.

I was interrogated at around 1.00 a.m. The interrogator wore an Israeli police uniform.
Before the interrogation started he told me I had the right to remain silent and the right to
consult with a lawyer. He then asked me for my father’s number and called him. He told my
father to appoint me a lawyer. My father gave the interrogator a phone number for a lawyer.
The interrogator then called the lawyer and allowed me to speak to him.

5.

The interrogator then accused me of being near the wall throwing stones at soldiers and
blocking the road. I denied the accusation and told the interrogator I was in the area
collecting wood. The interrogator claimed he had a video recording showing me throwing
stones. I asked him to show me the video. He said he would but never did. The interrogation
lasted for about two hours. The interrogator did not beat me but he swore at me, he called me
a liar and called my mother and sisters whores. He then printed out my statement in Hebrew
and asked me to sign it. I signed it without understanding what it said. I was then
photographed and fingerprinted and taken into a courtyard where I sat on the ground until
around 4:00 a.m.

6.

At around 4.00 a.m. I was put in the back of a troop carrier where I sat on a seat. The carrier
drove for about one-and-a-half hours before it stopped at Meggido prison inside Israel. At
Meggido I was strip searched. I was given prison clothes and taken to the minors’ section.
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7.

On Thursday, 15 January, I was taken to Salem military court. A lawyer was in the military
court to defend me. The hearing was adjourned until Tuesday, 20 January. On Tuesday I was
taken back to the military court where I waited in a room until midday. A lawyer then told
me I was going to be released. I went home with my parents who had come to attend the
hearing. I was released without charge and without any further legal proceedings.

Testimony 172
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.H.S.
13
15 January 2015
Jayyus, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 15 January 2015, a 13-year-old boy from Jayyus is arrested by Israeli soldiers
and accused of throwing stones. He is released around six hours later.
1.

I was arrested by Israeli soldiers on the street at around 2:00 p.m. I was playing near the
village with a slingshot which I use to hunt birds. When I heard that Israeli soldiers had
entered the village I decided to head home. It was around 2.00 p.m. On my way home five
soldiers suddenly started to chase me. I was scared and started to run towards my house but
the soldiers caught me. One of the soldiers kicked me on my leg and dragged me towards the
centre of the village where some military jeeps were waiting.

2.

I was put in the back of a jeep where I sat on the metal floor. I was then tied to the front with
one plastic tie. The tie was painful. I was also blindfolded and kept inside the jeep for about
30 minutes. The jeep then drove for about 15 minutes before it stopped. I was able to see
from under the blindfold that I was at Zufin military base.

3.

I was taken to a hall which looked like a dining room where soldiers eat. I sat on the floor for
about 10 minutes before a soldier brought me a chair to sit on. I remained blindfolded but
then a soldier removed the blindfold and started to interrogate me in the hall. He did not
inform me of any rights.

4.

The soldier spoke fluent Arabic and wanted to know why I had a sling shot with me and
whether I used it to throw stones. I told him I used the slingshot to hunt birds and that I
didn’t throw stones at soldiers. The soldier accused me of lying. He told me he was going to
compare the sling shot to the stones thrown at soldiers and claimed that soldiers had
collected stones that had my fingerprints on them. I knew the soldier was not serious and I
told him I didn’t throw stones and for sure my fingerprints won’t be on the stones. The
soldier continued to ask me the same questions for about five minutes and then left me alone
in the hall where I remained for about three hours.
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5.

The solder came back to tell me they had decided to transfer me to Huwwara. An hour later
the commander came to tell me they had decided to release me after the Palestinian police
intervened. At around 8.00 p.m. soldiers removed the blindfold and took me to the District
Coordination Office checkpoint where they handed me over to the Palestinian police who
took me to the police station in Qalqiliya where my father was waiting for me. A Palestinian
policeman took a statement from me and I went home with my father. We arrived home at
around 10.00 p.m.

Testimony 173
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.H.
16
19 January 2015
At Tabaqa, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 19 January 2015, a 16-year-old youth from At Tabaqa is arrested at 2.30 a.m.
by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was arrested from home at around 2.30 a.m. My mother woke me up to tell me Israeli
soldiers were at the door. I got up and found the soldiers already inside the house. They
quickly searched the house and then asked my mother for me. The soldiers told me to get
dressed. I barely had time to put on my clothes when the soldiers dragged me outside without
my shoes. I grabbed my shoes with me and put them on later. The soldiers did not give my
mother any documents about my arrest but they told her they were taking me for
interrogation about throwing stones. They recorded my mother’s identity card number.

2.

The soldiers took me to an area not far from the house and slapped me on the neck. They
blindfolded me and tied my hands to the front with 3 plastic ties: one on each wrist and
another one connecting the two. The ties were painful. I was taken into the back of a jeep
where I sat on the floor. The jeep drove for about 10 minutes and stopped at the nearby
military base.

3.

I was immediately taken to see a doctor. The soldiers removed the blindfold and the doctor
examined me and gave me a form to fill out. Then I was put in a shipping container where I
was blindfolded again. I slept on a bench until around 7.00 a.m.

4.

I was then taken to the back of a jeep where I sat on the floor. The jeep drove for about an
hour before it stopped at the police station in the settlement of Kiryat Arba. The soldiers
kicked and slapped me on the way. At Kiryat Arba I was taken into a courtyard where I sat
on the ground for about two hours. An interrogator came with a soldier who beat me and
stepped on my foot before taking me to the interrogation room.
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5.

The interrogator was in civilian clothes. No one else was in the room. He turned on a tape
recorder during the interrogation. He removed the ties and the blindfold and started to
interrogate me. He accused me of throwing stones at soldiers. Half way through the
interrogation he told me I had the right to remain silent and the right to consult with a lawyer.
I told him I didn’t want a lawyer. He asked me for my mother’s number. I asked him if I
could speak to my mother but he told me he would allow me to speak to her only after I
confess. He then called my mother and told her I was at Kiryat Arba and asked her to appoint
a lawyer.

6.

The interrogator again accused me of throwing stones at soldiers at an intersection near our
village. He then showed me some pictures of boys throwing stones and told me that I was in
the picture. I denied this and told him I wasn’t throwing stones. The interrogation lasted for
about an hour.

7.

During the interrogation the interrogator banged at the table aggressively and was swearing.
He told me I was the son of a whore and he said bad things about god and religion. He also
told me that a boy had confessed against me saying I was throwing stones with him. He
mentioned the name of the boy and I told the interrogator I didn’t know him. He threatened
to bring that boy to confront me and wondered what I would say. I told him to go ahead and
bring that boy and I would say to his face that he was a liar. He never confronted me with the
boy. The interrogator allowed me to use the bathroom and to drink water.

8.

He then printed out my statement in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I asked him to translate
it for me and when I found it identical to what I had told him I signed it. I was then
photographed and finger printed and taken into a shipping container. I was blindfolded and
tied like before.

9.

I sat on a bench until around 6.00 p.m. when I was taken into the back of a jeep where I sat
on the floor. The jeep drove for about 30 minutes and stopped at the police station in Etzion
settlement At Etzion I was strip searched and taken into a room with other boys. The ties and
the blindfold were removed. Soldiers brought me some food and I spent a night at Etzion.

10.

The following morning, at around 9.00 a.m., I was shackled and hand cuffed to the front and
taken into a troop carrier where I sat on a seat. The carrier drove for about 30 minutes before
it stopped at Ofer where I was strip searched again and taken into Section 13.

11.

On Thursday, 22 January, I was taken to Ofer military court. My mother came to Ofer but
she never entered the courtroom because they forgot to call her in. A lawyer was in court to
defend me. The hearing was adjourned. I had seven other hearings. In the end my lawyer
agreed on a plea bargain with the prosecution where I would be sentenced to four months in
prison and 2,000 shekels fine in addition to a 6 months suspended sentence and 5,000
shekels fine valid for 5 years.

12.

I spent 3 months of my sentence at Ofer but the last month I was transferred to Megiddo
prison inside Israel. While in prison I studied mathematics and Arabic. My family visited me
regularly at Ofer but in Megiddo I only had one family visit. I was released on 17 May at
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around 3.00 p.m. I was first transferred to Salem checkpoint where my family met me and I
went home with them. I arrived home at around 6.00 p.m.

Testimony 174
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.A.A.
17
21 January 2015
At Tabaqa, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 21 January 2015, a 17-year-old youth from At Tabaqa is arrested by Israeli
soldiers at 2.00 a.m. He is released on bail on 6 February 2015.
1.

I was asleep when my mother woke me up and told me Israeli soldiers had come to the house
to arrest me. It was 2.00 a.m. The soldiers asked me for my ID card but I didn’t have one so I
showed them my birth certificate. A soldier then told me to get dressed because they were
going to arrest me. They gave my father a document with details about my arrest including
where they were going to take me for interrogation.

2.

Soldiers then took me outside the house towards the centre of town where the jeeps were
waiting. When we got there I was tied to the front with three plastic ties: one on each wrist and
one connecting the two. The ties were not painful. I was also blindfolded and taken to the back
of a jeep where they made me sit on the metal floor.

3.

The jeep drove for about 10 minutes before stopping. I was put in a shipping container. I was
able to see from under the blindfold that I was at the nearby Israeli military base. Inside the
container they made me sit on the floor until later that morning. There were soldiers in the
container and other detainees. I couldn’t sleep all night and I wasn’t allowed to use the
bathroom. I also wasn’t given any food.

4.

Later that morning I was put in a troop carrier where I sat on a seat. There were other
detainees in the carrier. I was still tied and blindfolded. The carrier drove for about an hour
before it stopped at the Israeli police station inside Etzion settlement. Some of the older
detainees were dropped off at Etzion and the carrier drove away for another 30 minutes. I was
taken out and soldiers told me we were at the settlement of Kiryat Arba. I was taken to a
courtyard where I sat on the ground. I remained there for about two hours. An interrogator
then took me to a room for questioning.

5.

The interrogator wore civilian clothes and had a tape recorder in front of him. He sat me down
on a chair and removed the blindfold but the ties were not removed. He did not inform me of
my right to silence or of my right to see a lawyer and immediately started to interrogate me.
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6.

He accused me of throwing stones at soldiers and showed me a photograph. I told him the
person in the picture was not me. The interrogator got angry and shouted at me and told me I
was a liar. He then showed me photographs of other people and asked me to tell him their
names. I told him I didn’t know them. The interrogator was holding a cup of coffee and he
deliberately spilt it on me. My clothes got dirty. He then accused me of throwing Molotov
cocktails and explosive pipes at soldiers. I told him this was not true. The interrogation lasted
for about an hour. The interrogator then printed out my statement in Hebrew and asked me to
sign it but I refused. He then took me to an Israeli policeman who resumed the interrogation.

7.

The policeman did not inform me of my right to silence or of my right to see a lawyer. He
accused me of the same accusations. I denied the accusations and told him I did not throw
stones at soldiers or anyone else. He then asked me for my father’s telephone number and told
my father to appoint a lawyer and that I was detained at Kiryat Arba. I was then photographed
and fingerprinted and taken back to the courtyard where I sat on the ground until around 3.00
p.m.

8.

At around 3.00 p.m. a soldier blindfolded me and took me to the back of a jeep. The jeep
drove for about 30 minutes before it stopped at the police station inside the settlement of
Etzion. I was taken to a room and was given some food to eat. I remained in the room until
around 9.00 p.m. I was then handcuffed and put in the back of a troop carrier where I sat on a
seat. The carrier drove for about an hour before it arrived at Ofer prison, near Ramallah.

9.

At Ofer I was strip searched. I was given prison clothes and taken into Section 13. On the 23
January I had a military court hearing. A lawyer was there but my parents were not. The
hearing was adjourned until the following Monday. At the second military court hearing the
judge wanted to release me on bail but my parents refused to pay the 1,000 shekels. The
hearing was adjourned until Wednesday.

10.

On Wednesday the bail money was reduced to 500 shekels which my parents accepted. I was
released on Friday, 6 February 2015. I took a taxi home by myself.

Testimony 175
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.K.H.
16
21 January 2015
Dura, West Bank
Throwing stones/participating in a protest

Summary: On 21 January 2015, a 16-year-old youth from Dura is arrested by Israeli soldiers
at 2.00 a.m. and accused of participating in a demonstration and throwing stones.
1.

I was asleep when my father woke me up and told me Israeli soldiers were in the house and
wanted to arrest me. It was 2.00 a.m. I got up and dressed. I saw the soldiers give my father a
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document saying they wanted to take me for questioning in the settlement of Kiryat Arba.
They did not say what they were going to question me about.
2.

I was taken outside and my hands were tied to the front with three plastic ties: one on each
wrist and one connecting the two. The ties were tight. I was also blindfolded. I was led to the
centre of the village where I was put in the back of a jeep and made me sit on the metal floor.

3.

The jeep drove for about 15 minutes before stopping at a nearby Israeli military base. I was
put in a caravan where I sat on the floor for about 15 minutes. A soldier then took me back
into the back to the jeep. This time I sat on a seat. The jeep drove for about 30 minutes before
arriving at the settlement of Kiryat Arba.

4.

I was immediately taken to see a doctor who examined me and gave me a questionnaire with
medical questions about my health for me to answer. I was then taken to a room with seats. I
sat on a seat until around 7.00 a.m. when a soldier took me to the interrogation room.

5.

The interrogator said he was an intelligence officer. His name was Wael. Another interrogator
joined him and the two of them took part in interrogating me. They each asked me questions.
They did not inform me of my right to silence or of my right to consult with a lawyer. One of
the interrogators accused me of organising and taking part in protests and of throwing stones at
soldiers. One interrogator then removed the ties and showed me photographs he claimed were
of me throwing stones at soldiers. I told him they were not photographs of me. The
interrogation lasted for about an hour. I denied the accusations.

6.

After the first interrogation I was then taken to a nearby room where an Israeli policeman
started to interrogate me. The policeman told me I had the right to silence and the right to
consult with a lawyer. He also told me I had to speak. He asked me for my father’s telephone
number and asked him to appoint me a lawyer. The interrogator asked my father whether I
suffered from any illnesses because I sat there silently and didn’t say anything and he thought
I was ill. The interrogator told me I had to speak and to confess to throwing stones and that if I
didn’t confess I would spend six months in prison. I remained silent which angered the
interrogator.

7.

He called another policeman who came into the room and started to slap me. The interrogator
then repeated the same accusations and I continued to deny them. He then printed out my
statement and asked me to sign it but I refused. I was then photographed and fingerprinted.

8.

After the interrogation I was put in a jeep. I was blindfolded and hand tied like before. The
jeep drove for about 30 minutes before stopping at the settlement of Etzion. On arrival at
Etzion I was searched and given some food. I remained there until around 6.00 p.m. I was then
handcuffed and shackled and driven to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. The journey took about
one hour. At Ofer I was strip searched. I was given prison clothes and taken into Section 13
with other minors.

9.

The following day I was taken to Ofer military court. A lawyer was there to represent me. My
parents were not at court because they were not informed. The hearing was adjourned three
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times. On the last hearing the military court decided to release me for lack of evidence. I went
home with my parents on 6 February 2015.

Testimony 176
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.M.S.
14
22 January 2015
Jayyus, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 22 January 2015, a 14-year-old boy from Jayyus is arrested by Israeli soldiers
and accused of throwing stones. He is released around seven hours later.
1.

I was arrested from the street in my village by Israeli soldiers at around 3.00 p.m. There were
no clashes going on at the time. The soldiers immediately put me in the back of a jeep and
made me sit on the metal floor. The jeep then drove away. On the way a soldier tied my hands
to the back with one plastic tie. The tie was very painful. I was also blindfolded. The jeep
drove for about 15 minutes towards Zufin military camp. I was able to see this from under the
blindfold.

2.

When we arrived I was taken to a room and soldiers made me sit on a box. The tie was
removed but I remained blindfolded. I remained in the room for about two hours and soldiers
were in the room guarding me. A soldier then took me out of the room and started to ask me
some questions. He did not inform me of my rights. He asked me for my name and age and
where I was from. He also wanted to know if I was throwing stones. He asked me for my
father’s telephone number but did not call him.

3.

He then took me back to the room where I remained until around 9.00 p.m. I wasn’t given any
food and I wasn’t allowed to use the bathroom. A soldier then came into the room, removed
the blindfold and claimed he had seen me throwing stones at soldiers in the village. I told him
this was not true and that I was arrested on the street and that I wasn’t throwing stones. The
soldier asked to see my hands which were clean. Another soldier then came to tell me they had
decided to release me.

4.

I was taken to the checkpoint near Qalqiliya where my father was waiting for me. The
Palestinian police took me and my father to the police station where they took a statement
from me. Then I went home with my father. We arrived home at around 11.00 p.m.
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Testimony 177
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

S.A.Q.
14
24 January 2015
Jayyus, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 24 January 2015, a 14-year-old boy from Jayyus is arrested by Israeli soldiers
from a barber shop whilst having his hair cut. He is released around 5.5 hours later.
1.

I was arrested at the barber’s shop in the centre of town. I was there to have a haircut. At
around 7.30 p.m. I heard gunshots and some boys said Israeli soldiers had entered the town. I
saw some boys running away and some of them ran into the barber’s shop. The barber didn’t
want the soldiers to chase the boys into his shop so he shut the metal door. As soon as he shut
the door soldiers stormed into the shop and arrested everyone who was there, myself included.

2.

The soldiers escorted me for about 10 minutes to some waiting military jeeps. As soon as we
got there my hands were tied to the front with one plastic tie. The tie was very painful. I was
also blindfolded and taken to the back of a jeep and made to sit on the metal floor. There were
soldiers in the back and I sat next to their feet.

3.

The jeep drove for about 15 minutes before it stopping at the Israeli military base of Zufin. I
was taken out of the jeep and put in a caravan with some other boys who had been detained. A
soldier took 75 NIS from my pocket. I was made to sit on the floor for about four hours. I
wasn’t given any food but I was allowed to use the bathroom.

4.

At around 11.00 p.m. a soldier took me outside and started to question me. I wasn’t informed
of any rights. He wanted to know my name and whether I knew the boys who were throwing
stones. I told him I didn’t know anyone. He then asked me what I was doing at the barber’s
shop and I told him I wanted to have a haircut. The soldier told me I was a liar and that it
didn’t seem to him I needed a haircut. I once again told him I was there to have a haircut. The
soldier then claimed I ran into the barber’s shop after I had thrown stones at soldiers. I denied
this accusation.

5.

The questioning lasted for about 10 minutes after which I was returned to the caravan. I sat on
the floor until around 1.00 a.m. when a soldier came to tell me they had decided to release me.

6.

The soldiers removed my blindfold and put me into a jeep which drove towards the Israeli
District Coordination Office checkpoint near Qalqiliya. I was then handed over to Palestinian
police and I went home with my father. The soldiers never give me back my 75 NIS.
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Testimony 178
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.I.K.
11
24 January 2015
Jayyus, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 24 January 2015, a 11-year-old boy is arrested by Israeli soldiers inside a
barber’s shop and detained for six hours.
1.

I was arrested at a barber’s shop in my village at around 7.30 p.m. I was there to have a hair
cut when Israeli soldiers entered the village and boys started to run away. Some boys ran into
the barber’s shop and the owner shut the door to prevent more boys from entering. The
soldiers then tried to break into the shop but the owner and other young men tried to prevent
them. In the end the soldiers got into the shop and arrested everyone inside, including me.
There were around 11 people inside the shop.

2.

As soon as they arrested me I was taken out and my hands were tied behind my back with one
plastic tie which was painful. The soldiers asked me and the other boys to walk to the entrance
of the village where some military jeeps were waiting. Other boys were throwing stones at the
soldiers and the soldiers fired tear gas back at them. I could smell the tear gas. A soldier hit me
lightly on the back while I was walking. When we got to where the jeeps were waiting I was
blindfolded and put in the back of a jeep where I sat on a seat.

3.

The jeep drove for about 10 minutes before stopping at Zufin military base. I was taken to a
caravan where I sat on the floor for about three hours. I was still tied and blindfolded. I was
then taken to a courtyard where I sat on a chair. A soldier and some other people started to ask
me about names of boys who were throwing stones, paint and Molotov cocktails. I told them I
didn’t know any of the boys. Then they wanted to know what I was doing at the barber’s shop
and whether I ran into the shop after I threw stones at soldiers. I told them I was there to have
my hair cut. They repeated the same questions again and I gave them the same answer. The
interrogation lasted for about 15 minutes. The soldiers did not write my statement down.

4.

After 15 minutes I was taken to another room where I sat on the floor until around 1.30 a.m. A
soldier then told me they decided to release me. They removed the tie and the blindfold and
took me to the District Coordination Office where I was handed over to the Palestinian police.
My father was waiting for me. I was taken to the Palestinian police station where I gave a
testimony and then I went home with my father. We arrived home at around 3.00 a.m.

Testimony 179
Name:
Age:

M.M.T.
15
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Date:
Location:
Accusation:

28 January 2015
Dura, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 28 January 2015, a 15-year-old boy from Dura is arrested by Israeli soldiers at
2.30 a.m. and accused of throwing stones. He is released the following day due to mistaken
identity.
1.

I was asleep when my aunt woke me up and told me Israeli soldiers had come to arrest me. It
was 2.30 a.m. I got up and went to the living room where I found the soldiers. I heard the
soldiers tell my father they wanted to arrest me but they did not tell him why or where they
were going to take me. The soldiers then asked me to get dressed.

2.

I was immediately taken out of the house towards the centre of the town where some military
jeeps were waiting. As soon as we got there my hands were tied to the front with three plastic
ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. The ties were painful. I was also
blindfolded and taken into the back of a jeep where I sat on a seat. The jeep drove for about 10
minutes. During this time soldiers who sat in the back of the jeep slapped me and kicked me
all over my body.

3.

The jeep then stopped at the nearby Israeli military base. I was taken into a caravan where I sat
on the floor for about 30 minutes. I was then taken to see a doctor. The doctor examined me
and gave me a questionnaire in Arabic to answer. I was then taken back to the caravan.
Soldiers came into the caravan and verbally abused me. They said bad things about my mother
and sisters and called them whores. They also beat me very hard. I was in pain.

4.

At around 6.00 a.m. one of the soldiers put me in the back of a jeep where I sat on a seat. The
jeep drove for about 30 minutes before it stopped at Kiryat Arba settlement. I was taken into a
caravan with soldiers. I sat on a bench for about 30 minutes before an intelligence officer
came. He took me out and told me if I cooperated with him he was going to treat me kindly.
He also told me that one of the other boys confessed that I threw stones. He then took me to
the interrogation room.

5.

The interrogator was an old Israeli policeman. He interrogated me while I was tied. He did not
inform me of my right to silence nor of my right to see a lawyer. He phoned my father but he
lied to him. He told him I was in the settlement of Etzion when I was in Kiryat Arba
settlement. He asked my father to appoint a lawyer for me. He then started to interrogate me.
He had a tape recorder in the room.

6.

He accused me of throwing stones. I told him this was not true and I never threw stones in my
life. He then showed me pictures of boys I didn’t know and claimed I was among them. He
wanted to know the distance between the place he claimed I threw stones from and the
soldiers. I told him I didn’t throw stones at anyone and that the picture was not of me. The
interrogator got angry and slapped me. He called my mother a whore. Then he printed out my
statement in Hebrew and asked me to sign it and I did. He also asked me to sign on the picture
he showed me and I did. The interrogation lasted for about 90 minutes.
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7.

I was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken back to the caravan where I remained
until about 4.30 p.m. A soldier then put me in the back of a jeep. I was tied and blindfolded.
The jeep drove for about 30 minutes before it arrived at the police station in the settlement of
Etzion. At Etzion I was strip searched and taken out into a courtyard where I sat on the ground
for about an hour. I was then taken to a cell which had a bed. At Etzion I was given some
food. At around 8.00 p.m. soldiers took me in my underwear to another vehicle after searching
me in the open air. I felt cold and started to shiver. The soldiers then gave me back my clothes
but I was still shivering. They then brought me a blanket and I felt warmer.

7.

I was then shackled and handcuffed and taken to the back of the vehicle where I sat on a seat.
The vehicle drove for about an hour before it arrived at Ofer prison, near Ramallah. At Ofer I
was strip searched and given prison clothes and taken to Section 13 where I remained with
other prisoners my age.

8.

The following day soldiers told me I had a hearing in the military court. I was taken to the
waiting room at the Ofer military court at around 8.00 a.m. However I didn’t enter the
courtroom until around 4.00 p.m. A lawyer was there to represent me. He told me I was going
to be released because my arrest was a mistake. He told me I wasn’t the person they were
looking for and that the soldiers got their files mixed up. The lawyer called my father who
came to Ofer and took me home with him.

Testimony 180
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

W.A.J.
16
28 January 2015
Zububa, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 28 January 2015, a partially blind youth is arrested by Israeli soldiers and
accused of throwing stones at the Wall. He is released without charge six hours later.
1.

I was with my friend playing when suddenly some other boys came running and started to
throw stones at the Wall. It was around 2.30 p.m. This is what a friend of mine told me he saw
because I am partially blind. My friend also told me that Israeli soldiers chased the boys who
were throwing stones who ran away as soon as they saw the soldiers. My friend and I did not
run away because we didn’t do anything wrong. My friend and I then decided to go home.

2.

We walked a short distance and then we heard the soldiers ordering us to stop. My friend and I
stopped and the soldiers arrested us. They asked me why I was throwing stones. I told them I
wasn’t throwing stones and explained that I was partially blind. A soldier held me by the hand
and walked me towards the Wall. He dragged me through a hole in the Wall where there was
barbed wire. I couldn’t see properly and a soldier pushed me through the hole. My trousers
were torn on the barbed wire. The soldier shouted at me and told me to walk faster. I tried to
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walk faster but I couldn’t and I lost my shoes and nearly fell down. I walked bare foot for a
short while but I couldn’t continue any longer. The soldiers shouted at me again and some of
them made fun of me. They were singing and clapping and saying I was a clever boy. When I
tried to speak to them they told me to shut up.
3.

I was then put in the back of a jeep and sat on a seat. The jeep drove for about 10 minutes
before stopping. I was taken to a room. One soldier, who already knew I was partially blind,
asked me to open the door. When I told him I couldn’t see properly he shouted at me and
opened the door himself. I was taken inside and asked to sit on the floor.

4.

A short time later a soldier came by and asked me whether I wanted to drink some beer. He
then asked me to cross my legs as if I were praying. I was in pain sitting cross legged and
when I adjusted my position the soldiers yelled at me and ordered me to sit like before. I
remained in this position for about an hour. A soldier then asked me to turn my face to the
wall and held me violently and tore my jacket. A soldier cocked his gun as if he was going to
shoot me. He pressed his gun against my back and I was very scared. A soldier then asked me
why I was throwing stones. I told him I didn’t throw stones and showed him my clean hands.

5.

I remained in the room until around 7.00 p.m. when a soldier searched me and took my mobile
phone out of my pocket and started to play with it. I remained in the room until around 8.00
p.m. when I was handed over to the Palestinian police. I was taken to Jenin police station
where I gave a statement and then I went home. I arrived home at around 10.00 p.m.

Testimony 181
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.J.
14
28 January 2015
Zububa, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 28 January 2015, a group of friends are detained near the Wall by Israeli
soldiers and accused of throwing stones. They are released five hours later.

1.

I was arrested in the area near the Wall at around 2.30 p.m. I was playing in the area with
my friends and we were on the land that belongs to my friends’ family. The two boys who
were with me have eyesight problems and I usually help them. While we were playing I
saw other boys throwing stones at the wall and I decided it was time to quickly go home.

2.

As we headed back home I saw a group of Israeli soldiers coming from the other direction.
They started to run towards us and to yell at us telling us to stop. We stopped immediately
and didn’t run away because we knew we didn’t do anything wrong. The soldiers
approached us and immediately started to shout at us in Arabic and Hebrew. I think they
were asking us why we were throwing stones. I told them we were not throwing stones
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and that we were playing on our land. Then they told us to follow them because they were
going to detain us.
3.

I helped the other two boys and we followed the soldiers towards the wall to an area with
barbed wire. We walked for about five minutes. The soldiers made us sit down on the
ground and started to swear at us saying we were sons of whores and that we were
throwing stones. I told them we were not throwing stones. The soldiers continued to shout
and swear at us and I was provoked. I picked up a stone and wanted to throw it at one of
the soldiers but he stepped on my hand and pressed very hard.

4.

We remained in the same area for about 40 minutes. During this time our families tried to
intervene but the soldiers refused to release us. The soldiers then took us through the
barbed wire to the other side of the wall. I tried to help the other boys as much as I could
but a soldier pushed me with the back of his gun wanting me to hurry up. He hit me on the
shoulder and I injured myself against the barbed wire. My leg was bleeding and I was in
pain.

5.

Then the soldiers took us towards the jeep and made us stand there. They made fun of us
and were singing loudly. One of the soldiers asked me why I was throwing stones at
soldiers. I told him I wasn’t throw stones at anyone. He told me I was a liar.

6.

I was then taken with the other boys and put in the back of a jeep where I sat in the middle
on the ammunition box. The soldiers put their boots on my face. When the jeep drove
away the soldiers made me bend my head down facing the floor. The jeep drove for about
10 minutes and stopped at Salem checkpoint.

7.

We were taken to a room where we were pushed to sit on the floor. We remained in the
room for about two-and-a-half hours. One of the boys asked for some water but a soldier
deliberately spilled the water on the floor and didn’t allow the boy to drink.

8.

At around 8.00 p.m. a soldier told us to prepare ourselves for interrogation. But five
minutes later we were told we were going to be handed over to the Palestinian police. The
Palestinian police then released us. I arrived home at around 9.30 p.m.

Testimony 182
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.M.S.
17
1 February 2015
Dura, West Bank
Possession of a knife

Summary: On 1 February 2015, a 17-year-old youth is arrested at a checkpoint in Hebron and
accused of knife possession. He is released four days later.
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1.

I went to the mosque in Hebron to pray at 7.30 a.m. As I went through the metal detector at the
Israeli checkpoint it went off. The soldiers asked me to take everything out of my pockets.
Among the things in my pockets were two pocketknives I always keep with me for self
defence. As soon as the soldiers saw the pocketknives they pushed me to the ground and
handcuffed me to the front with one cuff which was very tight. Then they made me sit on the
ground until 10.00 a.m. when a military vehicle arrived and soldiers got out and asked me why
I had two knives with me. I told them I have them for self-defence as my family is in dispute
with another family from our village.

2.

I was then put in the back of the jeep and sat on a seat. The jeep drove for about five minutes
before stopping at the Israeli police station in the settlement of Kiryat Arba. I was put in a
shipping container where I sat on a seat. I remained there for about an hour before an
interrogator arrived.

3.

The interrogator wore an Israeli police uniform. He told me his name was Yossi. Before he
started to interrogate me he told me I had the right to remain silent and the right to consult
with a lawyer. He also told me it was forbidden for anyone to hit or assault me. He had a tape
recorder in front of him. Before I could consult with a lawyer he started to question me.

4.

He accused me of attempting to stab soldiers near the mosque. I told him this was not true and
that I went to the mosque to pray and I forgot to take the pocketknives out. I told the
interrogator I wasn’t a member of any organisation and I insisted I had no intention of doing
anything wrong or illegal. The interrogation lasted for about an hour. At the end of the
interrogation he printed out my statement in Hebrew and asked me to sign it after telling me it
was identical to what I had told him. I signed the statement. I was then photographed and
fingerprinted.

5.

The interrogator asked me for my parent’s number. He called my brother and asked him to
appoint me a lawyer. I was then taken into a caravan where I sat on a seat until 6.30 p.m.
Soldiers brought me some food. I was then taken to the back of a jeep where I sat on a seat.
The jeep drove for about 30 minutes and then stopped at one of the settlements. I was taken in
to see a doctor who examined me and gave me a medical questionnaire to answer. Soldiers
then took me into a courtyard where I sat on the ground for about an hour. Then I was put in
the back of a jeep which drove for about an hour towards the settlement of Etzion.

6.

I was taken to the police station at Etzion and put in a courtyard where I sat on the ground for
about an hour. I was then strip searched and taken to a room where I slept. The following
morning, at around 11.00 a.m. I was shackled and handcuffed and driven to Ofer prison, near
Ramallah. I remained inside the vehicle outside Ofer until around 7.00 p.m. Soldiers brought
me some food in the vehicle. I was then strip searched and given prison clothes and taken into
Section 13.

7.

On Wednesday, 4 February, I was taken to Ofer military court. A lawyer was there and my
parents too. The lawyer was able to convince the military court that I had no intention of
harming anyone. I was convicted of knife possession and the military judge decided that the
time I already spent in prison was enough. I was fined 500 Shekels and released the following
day, 5 February 2015. I went home with my parents.
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Testimony 183
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.M.A.T.
15
4 February 2015
Dura, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 4 February 2015, a 15-year-old boy from Dura is arrested by Israeli soldiers at
2.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones. He is released later that day.
1.

I was asleep and soldiers walked into my bedroom and woke me up. It was 2.00 a.m. I thought
I was dreaming but then a soldier told me to get my birth certificate. Another soldier told me
to get dressed because they were going to arrest me. They did not tell me why they were
arresting me or where they were taking me.

2.

Soldiers took me out of the house and immediately tied my hands to the front with three
plastic ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. The ties were not painful. They also
blindfolded me with the scarf I was wearing. Then they walked me for about five minutes
towards the centre of town where a troop carrier was waiting. I was taken into the back of the
carrier where I sat on a seat. The vehicle drove away. On the way soldiers slapped me.

3.

About 15 minutes later the vehicle arrived at a nearby settlement. I was taken to see a doctor
who examined me and gave me a medical questionnaire to answer. A soldier who was in the
doctor’s room asked me why I throw stones at soldiers. I told him I don’t throw stones. He
then told me it was in my interest to cooperate with the soldiers and give them the names of
the boys who throw stones at soldiers. I told him I wasn’t going to cooperate with anyone. I
was then taken back to the vehicle. I remained inside the vehicle for about 15 minutes. I tried
to sleep but soldiers didn’t allow me to sleep.

4.

The vehicle drove for about 30 minutes before it stopped at the police station in the settlement
of Kiryat Arba. I was immediately taken into the room of an intelligence officer whose name I
don’t remember. The intelligence officer did not inform me of my right to silence nor of my
right to see a lawyer. He wanted to know why I still participate in clashes when I was arrested
just a few days earlier. I told him I didn’t participate in clashes. He then showed me a file with
photographs of boys from my village, some of whom were throwing stones, others were just
standing. The officer wanted me to give him the names of the boys in the photographs. I told
him I didn’t know any of them.

5.

I was then taken to a caravan with lots of other boys who were blindfolded. Some were
standing; others were sitting on the floor. The officer asked me whether I knew any of the
boys in the caravan and whether I saw any of them throwing stones. I told him I didn’t know
any of the boys.

6.

The officer blindfolded me and made me sit on the floor next to the other boys in the caravan.
I remained on the floor until 10.00 a.m. when the intelligence officer took me out, removed the
ties and the blindfold and asked me for my father’s telephone number. My father didn’t
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answer his phone so I gave him my mother’s number. He told my mother to send someone to
the settlement to take me home. I went home with one of my relatives.

Testimony 184
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

Q.K.T.
16
4 February 2015
Dura, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 4 February 2015, a 16-year-old youth from Dura is arrested by Israeli soldiers
at 2.30 a.m. and accused of throwing stones. He is released on 12 February without charge.
1.

I was asleep when my sister woke me up and told me Israeli soldiers had come to arrest me.
It was 2.30 a.m. I went to where the soldiers were and heard them tell my father they wanted
to take me for questioning and would return me home later. They did not tell my father the
reason for my arrest or where they were going to take me to. They did not give my father any
written documents.

2.

A soldier told me to get dressed and then I was taken outside and led towards the centre of
town. When we got there my hands were tied to the front with three plastic ties: one on each
wrist and one connecting the two. The ties were not painful. I was also blindfolded and put in
the back of a jeep where I sat on a seat. The jeep drove towards the nearby settlement of
Otni’el. I was immediately taken to see a doctor who examined me and gave me a
questionnaire to fill out. I was then taken back to the jeep.

3.

The jeep drove for about 30 minutes and then stopped. I was taken to a caravan. I asked the
soldiers where I was and they told me I was at the police station in the settlement of Kiryat
Arba. I remained in the caravan, together with a soldier who was guarding me, until around
7.00 a.m. An interrogator then took me for questioning.

4.

The interrogator wore civilian clothes. He sat me down on a chair and told me I had the right
to remain silent and the right to see a lawyer. He then started to question me before I had
spoken to a lawyer. He accused me of throwing stones at soldiers. He had a tape recorder in
front of him. I denied the accusation. The first round of interrogation lasted for about an
hour. I was then taken back to the caravan where I remained for about an hour. The
interrogator then took me back to the interrogation room.

5.

The interrogator repeated the same accusation. I denied the accusation once again. The
second round lasted for about an hour. The interrogator shouted at me to force me to confess.
I continued to deny the accusation. He then took me back to the caravan where I remained
until 5.00 p.m. During this time I wasn’t given any food but I was allowed to use the
bathroom. At around 5.00 p.m. I was taken for third round of interrogation.
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6.

The third round lasted for about 30 minutes. I continued to deny the accusation. At the end
the interrogator asked me for my father’s number and called him. My mother answered the
phone. The interrogator told my mother I was being questioned and asked her to appoint a
lawyer for me. He also gave her his phone number and asked her to ask the lawyer to contact
him. The interrogator allowed me to speak to the lawyer but all this was after the
interrogation was over. The interrogator printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to
sign it. I refused to sign. He then photographed me and took me back to the caravan.

7.

At around 7.00 p.m. my legs were shackled and I was handcuffed and put in a troop carrier.
We drove for about 30 minutes to the police station inside the settlement of Etzion. At Etzion
I was strip searched. I was then taken to a room where I was given some food. I spent one
night at Etzion. The following morning I was shackled and handcuffed again and driven to
Ofer prison, near Ramallah. At Ofer I was strip searched again. I was then given prison
clothes and taken to Section 13.

8.

At around 10.00 a.m. I was taken to Ofer military court. A lawyer was there but my parents
did not attend because they were not notified. The court hearing was adjourned until
Tuesday, 10 February 2015. On 10 February my parents attended the hearing and the session
was adjourned to Thursday, 12 February. The military court decided to release me on
Thursday if there was no new evidence against me. On Thursday, 12 February, I was taken
back to the military court and no new evidence was presented. I was then released and went
home with my parents.

Testimony 185
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.J.H.
16
4 February 2015
Beit Ummar, West Bank
Stone throwing

Summary: On 4 February 2015, a 16-year-old youth is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2.00 a.m.
and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I woke up to the sound of Israeli soldiers inside the house. It was 2.00 a.m. The soldiers told
my father to bring all the children to the living room and asked him for our identity cards.
When my father gave them my birth certificate they told him they were going to arrest me.
They told me to get dressed and the soldiers gave my father a document. They told us they
were going to question me about stone throwing at Kiryat Arba settlement.

2.

The soldiers took me outside the house and led me towards the centre of the village where
military jeeps were waiting. They blindfolded me and tied my hands to the front with three
plastic ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. The ties were not painful. They

288
put me in the back of a jeep and made me sit on the metal floor. The jeep drove for about 30
minutes before stopping at a settlement which I didn’t recognise. I was immediately taken to
a clinic together with another detainee. When I tried to speak to the other detainee a soldier
punched me in the chest and slapped me on the head. The doctor examined me and gave me
a questionnaire to answer.
3.

I was then taken back to the jeep where I sat on the metal floor. I remained on the floor of
the jeep until 4.00 a.m. The jeep then drove for about an hour before stopping at the
settlement of Kiryat Arba. I remained in the jeep for another hour before I was taken out. I
was taken to a room where there was an Israeli policeman. I sat on a seat for about 15
minutes. An interrogator then came and took me to another room.

3.

There were two interrogators in the room. They were both dressed in civilian clothes. One of
them told me there were two options to deal with me: the first was to treat me like a human
being and the second was to treat me like an animal. I told him I preferred the first option.
The other interrogator told me if I didn’t confess he was going to rape me. He slapped me
and told me if I didn’t confess he was going to insert a stick in my bottom.

4.

The first interrogator told me I had the right to remain silent and the right to consult with a
lawyer. He asked me for my father’s number and tried to call him but his phone was turned
off. The second interrogator accused me of throwing stones and Molotov cocktail. I told him
this was not true. He showed me a photograph showing masked men and told me one of
them was me. I told him this was not true and that I didn’t know the masked men in the
photograph. The first round of interrogation lasted for about an hour. In the end the
interrogator printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to sign it but I refused. Then I
was taken out into the corridor.

5.

About 15 minutes later an intelligence officer came and introduced himself as captain Wael.
He told me that a boy from the village had confessed against me and that he had told him
that we both threw stones at soldiers on multiple occasions. I told him this was not true and
asked him to confront me with the boy. He told me he wasn’t going to do so. I was then
taken to a room where I sat on a seat for about three hours. Another interrogator, an Israeli
policeman, then came and took me back to the interrogation room.

6.

Before the second interrogation started he told me I was like his son and that he was there for
me to open my heart to him and to tell him what was going on in my mind and distressing
me. Then he told me I was accused of throwing stones and Molotov cocktail. I told him this
was not true. The interrogation lasted for about 15 minutes. Then he printed out a docuemnt
in both Hebrew and Arabic and asked me to sign it and I did.

7.

Another interrogator then came and started to ask me about names of boys from the village. I
told him I didn’t know them. I was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken back into
the room where I remained until 7.00 p.m. I wasn’t given any food but I was allowed to use
the bathroom.

8.

I was then taken back to the jeep and made to sit on the floor. The jeep drove for about 30
minutes before arriving at the settlement of Etzion. I was put in a room where I spent the rest
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of the night. Later that morning I was handcuffed and driven to Ofer military court, near
Ramallah. I sat in the waiting room until around 2.00 p.m.
9.

At around 2.00 p.m. I was taken to the military court where a lawyer was there to represent
me. My parents were not there because they were not informed. The hearing was adjourned
for a few days. After the hearing I was strip searched, given prison clothes and taken to Ofer
prison. On Tuesday, 10 February, I had another military court hearing. This time my lawyer
and my parents were present. The hearing was adjourned to allow for my interrogation to
resume.

10.

The following day, at around 9.00 a.m., I was taken back to Kiryat Arba settlement. I was
handcuffed and the trip took about one hour. On arrival at Kiryat Arba I was immediately
taken for interrogation. The interrogator wore police uniform. He did not inform me of my
right to silence or of the right to consult with a lawyer. He accused me of throwing stones
and Molotov cocktail and told me there were new confessions against me. I told him I did
not throw stones at anyone and challenged him to confront me with those he claimed had
confessed against me. He never did. The interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes and I was
then taken back to Ofer prison.

11.

I had six more military court hearings and my lawyer was changed. The last lawyer was able
to convince the military court to release me on bail pending the next hearing. The military
court accepted to release me on bail of 2,000 shekels. The court also put me under house
arrest. I was allowed to leave the house with my mother only between 7.00 a.m. and 2.00
p.m. I was ordered to remain near the house the whole time. My parents paid the bail money
and I went home with them. I was called for another military court hearing since I was
released. The hearing was adjourned until 15 June 2015.

Testimony 186
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.S.
15
4 February 2015
Dura, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 4 February 2015, a 15-year-old youth from Dura is arrested by Israeli soldiers
at 2.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.

1.

My father woke me up after Israeli soldiers banged at the door and shouted at us to open
up. It was around 2.00 a.m. When my father answered about 10 soldiers entered the house
and asked for me. They told my father they were going to arrest me. They did not give my
father any documents and did not tell him why they were arresting me and where they
were going to take me.
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2.

The soldiers asked me to get dressed and immediately took me outside the house where
they blindfolded me and tied my hands to the front with one plastic tie. The tie was very
tight and painful.

3.

They walked me for about 15 minutes towards the main road where military jeeps were
waiting. I was put in the back of a jeep where I sat on the floor. The jeep drove for about
15 minutes and stopped at the nearby military camp. Soldiers slapped and kicked me on
the way.

4.

I was taken to see a doctor. The soldiers searched me and removed the blindfold before the
doctor examined me. The doctor gave me a form to fill out. I was then taken to the
courtyard where I sat on a bench. I was blindfolded again. I remained out in the cold until
around 7.00 a.m. There were soldiers guarding me and they allowed me to use the
bathroom and to drink water.

5.

At around 7.00 a.m. I was put back in the jeep where I sat on the floor. The jeep drove to
the settlement of Kiryat Arba. We arrived at Kiryat Arba at around 8.00 a.m. I was
immediately taken into a room and asked to sit on a chair. The soldiers told me to bend my
head over and to remain in that position and not to move. I remained in that position until
around noon when an interrogator took me to the interrogation room.

6.

The interrogator wore civilian clothes. He did not tell me about any rights. He removed the
blindfold and accused me of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails at soldiers. I denied
the accusation and told him I didn’t throw stones at anyone. At this point he got angry and
slapped me. He blindfolded me again and continued to interrogate me while I was tied and
blindfolded. He then removed the blindfold and showed me pictures he claimed were of
me throwing stones.

7.

He then told me other boys had told him I was throwing stones with them. I told him this
was not true. I also asked him to confront me with those boys but he never did. The first
round of interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes. I was then taken out where I sat on a
chair. An hour later another interrogator took me for another round of interrogation.

8.

There were two other interrogators in the interrogation room but the one who brought me
in was leading. The other two intervened occasionally. The interrogator removed the
blindfold but kept the tie. They did not inform me of any rights.

9.

The main interrogator accused me of throwing stones at soldiers. When I denied the
accusation one of the interrogators slapped me on the back of my neck. The second round
lasted for about an hour. In the end I was scared and confessed to throwing stones.

10.

The interrogator printed out my statement in Hebrew and asked me to sign it but I refused.
I was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken back to a room where I was
blindfolded again. I remained in the room until around 2.00 a.m. During this time I was
allowed to use the bathroom and to drink but I wasn’t given anything to eat.

11.

At around 2.00 a.m. I was put in a jeep and sat on the floor. The jeep drove for about 30
minutes to the police station in Etzion settlement. At Etzion I was strip searched and taken
to a prison cell where I was by myself. The blindfold and the tie were removed.
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12.

I remained in the cell until around 9.00 a.m. when I was shackled and handcuffed and
taken to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. I was immediately taken to Ofer military court. A
lawyer was in court to represent me but my parents didn’t come. The hearing was
adjourned. I had about seven other hearings. My parents attended all the rest.

13.

The prosecutor requested five months imprisonment and 3,000 shekels fine. I changed my
lawyer and she accepted a plea bargain of three months in prison and 2,000 shekels fine.
The plea bargain also included a suspended sentence of six months in prison valid for five
years.

14.

The lawyer told the court that she saw the video recording of my interrogation and that it
was clear from the footage that I was beaten by the interrogators. The judge did not pay
any attention to what she told him.

15.

In prison I studied history and cultural studies. I was released from Ofer on 29 April 2015
at around 7.00 p.m.

Testimony 187
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

B.A.D.
14
5 February 2015
Dura, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 5 February 2015, a 14-year-old boy from Dura is arrested by Israeli soldiers
and accused of throwing stones. He is released several hours later.
1.

I was on my way to the shops when I saw a group of Israeli soldiers. They started to chase
me and I ran towards my house and immediately took off my shoes. The soldiers chased me
into the house and one of them held me by the neck and told me to put on my shoes. He then
dragged me outside and searched me. He then told me to walk with him as I was under
arrest.

2.

We walked for a few minutes to a waiting military jeep and I was made to sit on the metal
floor. The jeep drove for about five minutes before stopping. I was taken out and made to
face the jeep. I was then blindfolded and put back on the floor of a second jeep. The jeep did
not move.

3.

A soldier removed the blindfold and started to ask me some questions about my name and
age. The soldier spoke very good Arabic. He then told me he wanted to know the names of
boys who throw stones at soldiers. He started to mention some names of boy from the village
and told me these boys throw stones. He wanted me to say yes but I told him I didn’t know
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the boys he named and that I didn’t know anyone who throws stones. He then told me he saw
me throwing stones. I told him I never ever in my life threw stones at anyone.
4.

The soldier then pulled me out of the jeep and handed me a stone and asked me to throw it. I
threw the stone but not too far. The soldier got angry and told me I was fooling him. He said
that is not how one throws stones. He handed me another stone and asked to throw the stone
well. I threw the stone a bit further this time. Another soldier came by and started to speak to
the soldier in Hebrew. I think they were trying to decide whether I was the one who was
throwing stones or not.

5.

I was then put back in the jeep on the metal floor. A soldier pushed a metal box which hit me
on the leg and hurt me. Another soldier blindfolded me and the jeep drove away. On the way
soldiers made fun of me. They talked in a loud voice and one of the soldiers put his backside
against my face and farted. A bad smell came out. The soldiers started to laugh and I felt
humiliated.

6.

The jeep then stopped in a nearby field for about an hour. A soldier took me out, removed
the blindfold and asked me if I knew my way home. I told him I did. He slapped me and
kicked me and told me to go home. I walked for about half an hour before I arrived home.

Testimony 188
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.S.A.
15
9 February 2015
Talfit, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 9 February 2015, a 15-year-old youth is arrested at 2.30 a.m. Soldiers tell the
head of the village council that the entire village will be punished for the actions of two
detainees.
1.

There was loud banging at our front door and I woke up. It was 2.30 a.m. Israeli soldiers
entered our house and ordered all of us to gather in the living room. They inspected our ID
cards and told my father they were going to arrest me. They did not give us any written
documents and did not tell us the reason for my arrest or where they were going to take me.

2.

I put my shoes on and a soldier took me out of the house. The soldiers immediately tied my
hands to the back with one plastic tie. The tie was not painful in the beginning but then it
became painful. I was also blindfolded and taken to a jeep where I sat on a seat. The jeep
drove towards the house of the head of the village council. The soldiers took me into the
house together with another detainee. An intelligence officer was with us.
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3.

The intelligence officer told the head of the village council we were arrested because we
cause problems and throw stones at soldiers. He told him the problems will lead to the entire
village being punished. We remained in the house for about 15 minutes before being taken
back to the jeep.

4.

The jeep drove for about 30 minutes before stopping at a settlement I did not recognise. I
was put in a courtyard. I stood there for about 30 minutes before a soldier took me to see a
doctor. The doctor did not examine me but gave me a questionnaire to answer. I was then
taken down some stairs. I was still tied and blindfolded. I was taken to a room where I sat on
a seat near a table. There were soldiers in the room. I remained in the room until around
10.00 a.m. No one spoke to me or interrogated me.

5.

At around 10.00 a.m. I was then taken to another room where I remained by myself for about
three hours. Soldiers sat me down on a bench and then a soldier came and told me they were
going to release me. The soldier went away for about 30 minutes and then another soldier
came and told me they decided to put me in prison for 15 days. The soldiers went away for
another three hours when I was put in the back of a jeep. They removed the tie and the
blindfold and the jeep drove for about 30 minutes before it stopped near the village of Sinjil.
The soldiers let me out of the jeep told me to find my own way home. Sinjil is about 5
kilometres from my village.

6.

I called my father who came to the area and took me home. I was released without being
interrogated and without being told why I was arrested in the first place.

Testimony 189
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

I.M.BH.
17
10 February 2015
Beit Ummar, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 10 February 2015, a 17-year-old youth from Beit Ummar is arrested by Israeli
soldiers at 4.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was asleep when my father woke me up and told me Israeli soldiers were in the house and
they wanted to arrest me. It was 4.00 a.m. I got up and went to where the soldiers were. The
commander asked for my name and told me they were going to arrest me. He did not tell me
or my father the reason for my arrest or where they were going to take me. They did not give
us any written documents.

2.

As soon as I got dressed soldiers took me out of the house and immediately tied my hands to
the front with one plastic tie which was painful. I was also blindfolded. I was then taken into
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the back of a jeep where I sat on the metal floor. The jeep drove for a short while towards the
centre of the village where I was transferred to a troop carrier and sat on a seat. When the
carrier started to move a soldier moved me from the seat and made me sit on the metal floor
between the soldiers’ legs. The soldiers then kicked me all over my body the whole way.
3.

The carrier drove for about 15 minutes before stopping. I was then taken to see a doctor. As
soon as we entered the doctor’s room a soldier held my head and banged it against the wall
in front of the doctor who didn’t say or do anything. The doctor then examined me and gave
me a questionnaire with medical questions to answer. The soldier then took me to a room
with benches. I sat on a bench for about 30 minutes before I was taken to an interrogation
room.

4.

The interrogator wore civilian clothes and spoke fluent Arabic. He did not inform me of my
right to silence or of my right to see a lawyer. He had a tape recorder and immediately
started to interrogate me. He told me there were a number of accusations against me and that
I had to confess quickly. He also told me even if I didn’t confess the accusations will hold
and I would face a prison sentence of one year. He then started to mention names of other
young men from the village. He told me to repeat the names after him as if I were confessing
against them. He then accused me of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails at soldiers. I
told him I did not. The interrogation lasted for more than two hours. In the end the
interrogator printed out my statement in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I asked him to
translate the statement for me but he refused and I refused to sign it.

5.

I was then taken for another interrogation, this time by an Israeli policeman. The policeman
told me I had the right to remain silent and the right to consult with a lawyer. He called my
father and allowed me to speak to him. He asked my father to appoint a lawyer and asked me
whether I knew a lawyer so that I could speak to him immediately. I had the telephone
number of a lawyer and gave it to the interrogator who called him and allowed me to speak
to him. The lawyer told me to remain silent.

6.

The second interrogator then accused me of throwing stones at soldiers and of taking part in
protests. In the beginning I denied the accusation but in the end I confessed to throwing
stones. The interrogator then printed out my statement and I signed it. The interrogation
lasted for about an hour. I was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken back to the
room where I remained for about two hours. A soldier then handcuffed me and took me into
the back of a vehicle where I sat on a seat. The vehicle drove for about an hour before
arriving at Ofer prison, near Ramallah. At Ofer I was strip searched and taken to Section 13
where I remained with other prisoners my age.

7.

The following day I was taken to Ofer military court. My lawyer was in court but my parents
were not. The lawyer asked the military court to release me on bail. The military judge
agreed. My parents paid 2,500 shekels in bail and I went home with my father on the same
day.
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Testimony 190
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.A.F.
16
26 February 2015
Jenin, West Bank
Unknown

Summary: On 26 February 2015, a 16-year-old youth from the Jenin refugee camp is detained
and questioned at an Israeli military checkpoint for over 7 hours before being released.
1.

I was arrested at Al-Jalama checkpoint at around 6.30 a.m. I was with a group of friends
going on a trip to Israel. When I arrived at the Israeli military checkpoint I gave the soldier
my permit which allows me to enter Israel. I put everything in my pockets in the x-ray
machine for inspection. An alarm then went off in the machine. The soldiers immediately
closed all the exits, declared an emergency and arrested me.

2.

I was taken to a room and left by myself. A short time later I was taken to another room
where there was a female soldier and two security guards. The female soldier started to
question me in Hebrew but I couldn’t understand what she was saying. Then a soldier started
to question me in Arabic. He wanted to know where I bought my mobile phone and how
much I paid for it. I told him I bought my mobile in Jordan and that I only use it as a camera.
I was not informed that I had any rights.

3.

I was then taken to another room and was told to take off my clothes but to keep my
underwear on. A soldier then used a handheld metal detector to search me. Then I was made
to sit on a chair and a soldier continued to interrogate me. I was not permitted to put my
clothes back on. The soldier asked me about my father and wanted to know why he was in
prison. They also asked me about the mobile phone and wanted to know what I intended to
do with it.

4.

Another person started to ask me about people from the refugee camp who were killed and
wanted to know whether I had any connection to them. They also asked me whether I took
part in protests and demonstrations and whether I throw stones at Israeli soldiers. Then they
asked me more questions about my father. I told them my father was a sports journalist and
that he wasn’t involved in politics. The soldier accused me of lying to him.

5.

I was then left by myself in the room and the air conditioner was turned on. I felt very cold
especially because I had no clothes on. I started to bang on the door and asked them to turn
the conditioner off but they did not respond. A soldier then entered the room, tied my hands
behind my back with one plastic tie and tied the tie to the chair in a way that I couldn’t
move. They did this to stop me banging on the door. The tie was painful.

6.

Thirty minutes later the interrogator returned and started to question me again about the
mobile phone. He wanted to know why I was going to Israel. I told him I was going on a trip
and that I wanted to take pictures with my mobile phone. I remained in the room until around
2.00 p.m. when the soldiers returned my clothes and the telephone which was broken. They
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explained to me that there was a problem with the battery and gave me a document which
explained what they did. I was then released. I went home by myself.

Testimony 191
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

S.B.
16
4 March 2015
Al ‘Arrub refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 4 March 2015, a 16-year-old youth from Al ‘Arrub refugee camp is arrested by
Israeli soldiers at 2.30 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was arrested from home at around 2.30 a.m. My father woke me up and told me Israeli
soldiers had come to the house to arrest me. They asked me to get dressed. The soldiers
did not give my father a document about my arrest and did not tell him where they were
taking me or why.

2.

They took me outside the house and immediately tied my hands to the front with three
plastic ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. The ties were not painful. They
walked me for about 30 minutes through the hill towards the main road where military
jeeps were waiting.

3.

They made me stand by the jeeps for another 30 minutes until a troop carrier arrived. They
put me in the back of the troop carrier where I sat on the floor. The carrier drove for about
15 minutes towards the nearby settlement of Karmi Zur.

4.

I was immediately taken to see a doctor who examined me and gave me a form to fill out.
Then I was taken into a room where I sat on the floor for about an hour. Then I put in the
back of a jeep where I sat on the floor. The jeep drove for about 15 minutes and stopped at
Etzion. I was taken into a small kitchen where I stood against the wall for about 30
minutes. Then they made me sit on the floor for another two hours when an interrogator
took me to the interrogation room.

5.

The interrogator did not inform me of my rights. The interrogator accused me of throwing
stones at soldiers. I denied the accusation. Then he showed me pictures of people throwing
stones that I didn’t recognize. He asked me if I knew them and I said no. The interrogator
did not beat me or swear at me. The interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes. He then
took me to see another interrogator.

6.

As soon as I entered the other room the second interrogator started to shout at me as if he
wanted to scare me. He banged the table violently and accused me of throwing stones at
soldiers. I denied the accusation. He named some people from the camp and asked me to
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confess against them. The interrogator was angry and shouted a lot. I was scared of him
and confessed against boys who were throwing stones with me.
7.

He then took me to see a policeman who told me I had the right to remain silent and the
right to consult with a lawyer. He printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to sign
it. I signed it although I didn’t understand what it said. I was photographed and
fingerprinted and taken into a prison cell at Etzion where I stayed for about an hour.

8.

Soldiers then shackled me and handcuffed me and took me to the back of a vehicle where I
sat on a seat. The vehicle drove for about an hour and then stopped at Ofer prison. I was
and taken into Section 13.

9.

The following day I was taken to Ofer military court. My family was not there but a
lawyer was there to defend me. The hearing was adjourned until Sunday, 8 March. On
Sunday my parents came to the military court which was held at 12.00 p.m. The court
decided to release me on bail. My family had to pay 1,000 shekels and I went home with
my parents.

Testimony 192
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.J.T.
14
5 March 2015
Deir Nidham, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 5 March 2015, a 14-year-old boy is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 2.30 p.m. and
is detained for over six hours before being released. A.J.T. is a dual Palestinian/US citizen.
1.

I was working in our front garden with four friends when about a dozen Israeli soldiers
showed up on foot. It was around 2.30 p.m. We were very surprised to see the soldiers in the
middle of the village without any reason. There were no demonstrations or stone throwing
incidents at the time. My friends were very scared and ran away but the soldiers ran after
them and arrested them. One of the soldiers, who spoke very good Arabic, started to shout at
us saying he was going to teach the village a lesson.

2.

A soldier grabbed me by my shoulder and led me towards some waiting military jeeps. I was
blindfolded and my hands were tied behind my back with one plastic tie. The tie was painful.
When we arrived at the jeeps I tried to free myself but a soldier slapped me very hard on my
neck. He pushed me into the back of the jeep and made me sit on the metal floor. The jeep
drove for about 10 minutes to the nearby Israeli military base.

3.

A soldier took me into a room where I remained by myself for about 30 minutes. I was then
taken to a courtyard where I sat in the sun for another 30 minutes. A soldier came and asked
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me why I throw stones. I told him I don’t throw stones. He swore at me and called my
mother and sister whores. He told me that my friends had already been released because they
confessed about themselves and about me. The soldier did not tell me I had the right to
remain silent or the right to see a lawyer. He then told me he was going to electrocute me
and then shoot me. He grabbed me and walked me towards a room and made me stand in
front of the door. He told me this is the electrocution room. I was very scared. He walked me
back and on the way he deliberately put his foot in front of me to trip me. I fell to the ground.
4.

I was then photographed and my personal details were recorded. I wasn’t given any food but
I was allowed to drink and to use the bathroom. At around 8.00 p.m. I was put in the back of
a jeep where I sat on a seat. The jeep drove for about 30 minutes. The air conditioner was
turned on and I felt very cold. A soldier asked me if I was hungry and I said I was. He
sarcastically told me he was going to bring me a Pizza. The jeep drove to an abandoned dark
area near my village and the soldier told me to find my own way home. It was around 9.00
p.m. I was very scared of wild boar but I made it home safely. When I got home I found out
that my mother was told to wait for me at the entrance to the nearby settlement of Halamish.
She came home when I called her to say I was released.

5.

When my friends were released they told me the soldiers had told them I had confessed
against them. Some people in the village actually believe that I confessed against my friends
but I never did. They relate to me as if I betrayed my friends. I don’t like it when I see
soldiers in the village and I try to avoid them. I worry that if they arrest me again they will
force me to confess against someone.

Testimony 193
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

S.A.T.
14
5 March 2015
Deir Nidham, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 5 March 2015, a 14-year-old boy from Deir Nidham is arrested by Israeli
soldiers and accused of throwing stones. He is released without charge around 10 hours later.
1.

I was working in the garden at my friend’s house when suddenly a group of about 12 Israeli
soldiers showed up. We were very surprised because soldiers usually only come to the
village when there are incidents. This time there were no incidents. One of my friends and I
tried to run away but the soldiers chased us and immediately arrested us. One of the soldiers
shouted at us and told us to stop and started to swear at us and said he was going to teach us
a lesson.
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2.

A soldier grabbed me and pushed me into the back of a military jeep which was waiting
around the corner. He made me sit on a seat. The jeep drove for about 10 minutes towards
the nearby Israeli military base. At the base I was blindfolded and tied to the back with one
plastic tie. The tie was not painful. The soldiers made me sit on the ground in a courtyard for
about six hours.

3.

A soldier asked me why I throw stones and told me one of my friends had confessed against
me. I told him I wasn’t throwing stones and that I was working in the garden with my
friends. They did not allow me to lean my back against anything which was very
uncomfortable. I was blindfolded and tied the whole time. I wasn’t given anything to eat but
I was given some water and allowed to use the bathroom.

4.

At around 9.30 p.m. I was taken in a jeep to the District Coordination checkpoint. On the
way soldiers made fun of me and kept talking to me in English and in Hebrew which are
languages I don’t understand. They swore at me and called my mother a whore. A female
soldier was in the jeep and she was the one who swore at me.

5.

At the checkpoint I was handed over to the Palestinian police who removed the blindfold and
the tie and took me home. I arrived home at around 1.00 a.m. When I see soldiers in the
village now I try to stay home. I lock myself up in my bedroom until they leave.

Testimony 194
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

F.M.J.
14
23 March 2015
Beit Ummar, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 23 March 2015, a 14-year-old youth from Beit Ummar is verbally summonsed
at 2.00 a.m. by Israeli soldiers and told to appear for interrogation the following day.
1.

At around 2.00 a.m. soldiers came to our house and told my father they wanted me to go to
the Israeli police station inside the settlement of Etzion later that morning for interrogation.
They told me to go and see Captain Daoud.

2.

Later that morning my father and I went to the police station and we spoke to the guard who
told us to wait for 30 minutes. Thirty minutes later an Israeli intelligence officer took me
inside. My father asked the officer if he could accompany me during the interrogation but the
officer refused and asked my father to wait outside while he inquired. He took my father’s
identity card and took me inside the police station where he made me sit outside the
interrogation room for about an hour. He then returned the identity card to my father and told
him to go home. I was then taken inside the interrogation room.
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3.

The interrogator did not inform me of any rights. He immediately started to interrogate me
and accused me of throwing stones and Molotov cocktail at soldiers. I told him this was not
true and that I never threw anything at soldiers. The interrogator got angry and started to
bang the table aggressively. He accused me of lying and started to swear at me, cursing my
religion and God. He then showed me a photograph of a boy holding a piece of cloth on fire
and told me the boy in the photograph was me. I told him it wasn’t me in the photograph.

4.

The interrogator then told me I had two choices: either I tell him who the boy in the
photograph was and give him his name or I confess that the boy was me. I told him I didn’t
know the boy and that the photograph was not of me.

5.

In the end I decided to confess to throwing stones because I was afraid that the interrogator
might falsely accuse me of throwing Molotov cocktails and have me convicted. The
interrogator printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to sign it. I signed it although I
didn’t understand what it said. I was then photographed and fingerprinted.

6.

The interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes. When the interrogation was over I was taken
to a prison cell where I remained until 3.00 p.m. I was then handcuffed and shackled and
driven to Ofer prison, near Ramallah. On arrival at Ofer I was strip searched and taken into
Section 13.

7.

The following day I was taken to Ofer military court. A lawyer was there but my parents did
not attend. The hearing was adjourned until the next day. The following day I was taken
back to the military court. This time my parents attended and so did my lawyer. The hearing
was adjourned until the 30 March 2015. On 30 March, I went back to the military court and
was fined NIS 1,000. The military judge also sentenced me to time already served. My father
paid the fine and I was released on 1 April 2015.

Testimony 195
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.I.J.
11
25 March 2015
Al ‘Arrub, refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 25 March 2015, an 11-year-old boy from Al Arrub refugee camp is arrested by
Israeli soldiers and detained for nine hours.
1.

I was arrested on the street at around noon. I was coming home from school when I heard
boys say that Israeli soldiers were in the camp. As I continued to walk three soldiers
suddenly rushed towards and arrested me. I didn’t resist. The soldiers took me towards the
main road and on the way they asked me why I throw stones at soldiers. I told them I don’t
throw stones at anyone. They also asked me about my father and I told them he was at work.
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2.

When we arrived at the main road they made me stand by the military watchtower. My
mother came with other people from the camp to try to get me released but the soldiers said
they were not going to release me because I was throwing stones. About 15 minutes later a
military jeep arrived and I was put into the back and I sat on a seat. My mother tried to get in
but the soldiers did not allow her. They did allow a relative of mine to accompany me.

3.

The jeep drove for about 10 minutes before it arrived at the settlement of Etzion. The
soldiers wanted to take me to Etzion police station but the soldiers at Etzion refused to take
me in. The jeep then drove for about 15 minutes towards the settlement of Karmi Zur. When
we arrived at Karmi Zur my relative and I were made to sit by a military watchtower for
about three hours.

4.

After about three hours a soldier came and told me to stand up. He asked me why I threw
stones at the soldiers. I told him I don’t throw stones at anyone. He then told me that soldiers
saw me throwing stones at them. I told him this was not true and asked him to confront me
with the soldiers but he never did. The questioning lasted for about 10 minutes. The soldier
then asked me to sit on the ground again. Another soldier came and chatted with us. My
relative told the other soldier that I was sick and couldn’t stay out in the cold.

5.

My relative and I remained outside until around 9.00 p.m. when we were handed over to the
Palestinian police. I was taken to the Palestinian police station in Hebron where I gave a
statement and I was then taken home. I arrived home at around 11.00 p.m.

Testimony 196
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.W.B.
16
7 April 2015
Al ‘Arrub refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 7 April 2015, a 16-year-old youth from the Al Arrub refugee camp is arrested
by Israeli soldiers at 2.00 a.m.
1.

I was asleep when my father woke me up and told me Israeli soldiers were in the house to
arrest me. It was 2.00 a.m. I got up and went to where the soldiers were. The soldiers gave
my father a document. They told my father I was accused of throwing stones and that they
were going to take me to the settlement of Etzion for interrogation. The soldiers told me to
get dressed and I was taken out of the house where they made me stand for about 15 minutes.
They tied my hands to the back with one plastic tie. The tie was not painful.

2.

The soldiers walked me towards the military watchtower at the entrance to the camp. As
soon as we got there I was blindfolded and put on the floor of a troop carrier. The vehicle

302
drove for about 15 minutes before arriving at the Israeli police station inside the settlement
of Etzion. I was taken to see a doctor who examined me and gave me a form to fill out. I was
then taken into a room where I waited for about four hours. At around 7.00 a.m. an
interrogator came and took me to another room.
3.

The interrogator wore civilian clothes. He immediately started to interrogate me without
telling me about my rights. He accused me of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails at
soldiers. I denied the accusations. The interrogator then told me there were confessions
against me from other boys but he did not name the boys. Half way through the interrogation
the interrogator called my father and told him to appoint a lawyer for me. He told him I was
being held at Etzion. The first interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes.

4.

After 30 minutes I was then taken outside to a courtyard where I sat on the ground for about
15 minutes. I was then taken for a second interrogation with another interrogator. The second
interrogator also wore civilian clothes. He also did not inform me of my rights. He
immediately accused me of the same accusations which I denied. The second interrogation
lasted for about 15 minutes. The interrogator printed out a document in Hebrew and asked
me to sign it. I signed it without knowing what it said. I was then photographed and
fingerprinted and taken to a prison cell inside Etzion where I remained until around 4.00
p.m.

5.

At around 4:00 p.m. I was transferred to Ofer prison near Ramallah. On arrival at Ofer I was
strip searched and taken to Section 13.

6.

The following day I was taken to Ofer military court. My parents did not attend. A lawyer
was in court and the hearing was adjourned until Tuesday, 14 April 2015. On Monday, 13
April 2015, at around 10.00 p.m., some soldiers came to the prison cell and told me I was
going to be released. I got out of prison at around 11.00 p.m. and my parents were waiting
for me outside. I found out from my parents that the lawyer was able to get me released on
bail pending the next hearing in December 2015. My parents had to pay NIS 1,000 in bail. I
arrived home with my parents at around midnight.

Testimony 197
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

Y.I.J.
15
7 April 2015
Al ‘Arrub refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 7 April 2015, a 15-year-old youth from Al Arrub refugee camp is arrested by
Israeli soldiers at 2.30 a.m.
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1.

I heard the sound of people outside followed by loud banging on the front door. It was 2.30
a.m. My father rushed to open the door because he didn’t want the door broken down. Israeli
soldiers then entered the house and immediately asked for everyone’s ID cards. When they
saw my ID card a soldier told my father they were arresting me.

2.

One of the soldiers then told me to get dressed. My hands were then tied in front of me with
three plastic ties: one on each wrist and one connecting the two. The ties were painful. I was
then led out of the house. My father was given a document about my arrest. The soldiers led
me towards Route 60 – the main road. On the way one of the soldiers beat me with his gun
on my back. We then walked up a nearby hill for about 15 minutes before arriving at some
military vehicles. I was put in the back of one of the vehicles and made to sit on the metal
floor.

3.

The jeep then drove to the nearby Israeli settlement of Karmi Zur. On the way I was
blindfolded. On arrival I waited by the jeep for about 15 minutes before being taken to see a
doctor. The doctor examined me and gave me a form to fill out. I was then taken back to the
jeep where I remained for about 30 minutes before the jeep drove to the police station in the
settlement of Etzion. At Etzion I was put in a room and waited from about 3.30 a.m. until
around 9.00 a.m. when I was interrogated.

4.

The interrogator wore civilian clothes. He did not inform me of any rights. I remained tied
throughout the interrogation. My blindfold was removed and replaced around three times
during the interrogation. He called my father and told him to appoint a lawyer for me. He
told him I was being held at Etzion.

5.

The interrogator accused me of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails at soldiers. I told him
this was not true. He then slapped me and swore at me. He called me a fucker and called my
mother a whore. He also punched me in the chest. He told me there were confessions against
me. When I asked him to tell me who gave the confessions he refused to give me names. The
interrogation lasted for about 15 minutes. I was taken out of the interrogation room for about
15 minutes and then a second interrogator took me to another room.

6.

The second interrogator removed my blindfold. Before the second interrogation started the
new interrogator gave me a form printed in Arabic and Hebrew. The document was long and
was taken away from me before I could read it all. I remember it said I had the right to a
lawyer. The interrogator then asked me to sign the form as proof that I read it. He then
started to interrogate me. The second interrogator made the same allegations which I again
denied. At the end of the interrogation he printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to
sign it. I signed without understanding what it said because I thought this is the way things
are done. The second interrogation lasted about 30 minutes.

7.

I was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken to a prison cell in Etzion where I
remained until around 4.00 p.m. I was then shackled and hand cuffed and taken in a vehicle
and driven to Ofer prison. On arrival at Ofer I was strip searched. The soldier asked me to
crouch up and down while naked. One soldier was present and I felt embarrassed and
humiliated. I was then taken to Section 13.
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8.

The following day I was taken to Ofer military court. My parents did not attend because they
were not notified. A lawyer was in the military court to represent me. The hearing was
adjourned until Tuesday, 14 April. On Monday, 13 April, at around 10.00 p.m., a soldier
came to tell me I was going to be released. I got out of prison at around 11.00 p.m. My
parents were waiting for me outside prison. They told me that my lawyer was able to release
me on bail. My parents had to pay 1,000 shekels bail.

Testimony 198
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

A.F.
16
7 April 2015
Al ‘Arrub refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 7 April 2015, a 16-year-old youth from the Al ‘Arrub refugee camp is arrested
1.30 a.m. by Israeli soldiers and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was arrested from home at around 1.30 a.m. I was asleep when my father walked into my
room with a group of Israeli soldiers and called my name. I was terrified. The soldiers told
me I was under arrest and told me to follow them out of the house. They wanted to take me
out without allowing me to get dressed but my father and my brothers didn’t allow them. The
soldiers shouted at my brother and wanted to hit him. In the end they allowed me to get
dressed.

2.

As soon as we were out of the house the soldiers tied my hands to the back with three plastic
ties: one on each wrist and another one connecting the two. The ties were painful. When I
complained to the commander shouted at me and told me to shut up. I was also blindfolded.
The soldiers slapped me on my face and the back of my neck and walked me towards the
military watchtower on the main road.

3.

When we arrived at the watchtower I was put in the back of a jeep and made to sit on the
floor between the soldiers’ legs. The soldiers were listening to Hebrew songs and laughing.
Each time there was a new song they made fun of me and kicked me.

4.

The jeep drove for about 15 minutes and stopped at Etzion police station. I was immediately
taken to see a doctor. The doctor examined me and gave me a form to fill out. I was then
taken back to the jeep like before. The jeep drove for about 30 minutes and then stopped at a
military camp inside the settlement of Karmi Zur. I was taken out of the jeep into an open
area where I remained from about 3.00 a.m. until about 8.00 a.m. The soldiers gave me some
water and allowed me to use the bathroom. At around 8.00 a.m. I was taken to an
interrogation room.
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5.

The interrogator wore civilian clothes. I was in the room with him by myself. He then asked
me whether I wanted him to communicate with me in the language that Arabs understand;
the language of sticks, or whether I wanted him to communicate with me in words. He then
told me if I didn’t confess he was going to bring in people with big muscles to teach me how
to speak.

6.

He accused me of throwing stones at settlers on Route 60. I denied the accusation and told
him I go straight home from school. I also told him I help my father during my free time. He
told me I was a liar and that when he asked his men in the camp about me they told him I
was involved in throwing stones at soldiers. Then he showed me a photograph of a masked
young man and told me it was a picture of me. I told him this was not a picture of me.

7.

He then told me there were confessions against me from other boys who told him I throw
stones with them. I asked him to confront me with those boys but he never did. He showed
me documents and claimed they were the confessions he took from the other boys. I
continued to deny the accusation. The interrogator then wrote down my statement and took
me to see an Israeli policeman. He gave the policeman my statement in order for the
policeman to type it up.

8.

The policeman showed me a document which said I had the right to remain silent and the
right to consult with a lawyer. He asked me to sign this document as proof that I had read it
and understood it. He then turned on a tape recorder and started to interrogate me.

9.

He told me I had to confess. I told him I had nothing to confess to and that my statement was
already in his hands. He accused me of throwing stones at settlers and soldiers. He then
typed up my statement on the computer and then printed it out in both Arabic and Hebrew.
He asked me to sign it but I refused.

10.

I was then photographed and fingerprinted and taken to a prison cell in the settlement of
Etzion. It was around 2.00 p.m. Only then did the soldiers remove the hand ties. I remained
in the room until around 6.00 p.m. when soldiers shackled me and handcuffed me to the front
and took me into a troop carrier where I sat in the back on a seat. The carrier drove for about
an hour before it arrived at Ofer prison.

11.

At Ofer I was strip searched. They asked me to crouch up and down while naked. Then they
gave me prison clothes and took me to Section 13.

12.

The following day I had a military court hearing. My parents were not in court but a lawyer
was there to represent me. The hearing was adjourned for a week.

13.

A day before the next hearing I was released on bail. My parents had to pay 4,000 shekels
pending the next military court hearing which was scheduled for 12 December 2015. I was
released at 6.00 p.m. on 14 April 2015 and I went home with my uncle.
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Testimony 199
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

M.M.M.
15
18 May 2015
Al ‘Arrub refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones/Molotov cocktails

Summary: On 18 May 2015, a 15-year-old youth from the Al ‘Arrub refugee camp is arrested
by Israeli soldiers at 2.00 a.m.
1.

I was asleep when my mother walked into my bedroom with five Israeli soldiers. It was 2.00
a.m. The soldiers told me to accompany them to the living room. They told my father they
were going to arrest me and interrogate me because I was accused of throwing stones. They
gave my father a document which said they were going to take me to the police station in the
settlement of Etzion.

2.

The soldiers wanted to drag me out of the house without allowing me to get dressed
properly. My father insisted that I put my clothes and shoes on. I asked the soldiers if I could
use the bathroom but they said no. The soldiers took me outside the house where they
blindfolded me and tied my hands to the front with one plastic tie. The tie was very painful
and caused my hands to swell.

3.

The soldiers walked me towards the entrance to the camp where a troop carrier and military
jeeps were waiting. I was taken in the back of a jeep where I was made to sit on the floor.
Later on I was allowed to sit on a seat. A soldier then pointed his gun to my head and told
me if I moved he was going to shoot me. The jeep drove for about an hour before stopping at
the police station inside Etzion settlement. I think the jeep went to Bethlehem and Al-Khader
before arriving at Etzion.

4.

At Etzion I was put in a shipping container and sat on the floor for about 30 minutes. I was
still tied and blindfolded. Some soldiers walked in and started to beat me and the other
detainees who were in the container. I was then taken outdoors where I sat from around 4.00
a.m. until 7.00 a.m. I was then taken to the area where the interrogation rooms are. I waited
outside until around 2.00 p.m. I was tied and blindfolded the whole time. I wasn’t given any
food or drink and I wasn’t allowed to use the bathroom. I was in severe discomfort and
distress.

5.

At around 2.00 p.m. an interrogator took me to a room. I begged him to allow me to use the
bathroom and he finally agreed. He removed the blindfold but kept the tie on and he also
kept the bathroom door open. The interrogator wore civilian clothes and he had a gun. He
made sure I could see the gun I think to intimidate me. He told me his name was Shimon. He
started by saying that Israel is a powerful country and could kill anyone it wanted and could
even capture people from Syria if it wanted. He then told me I had 10 minutes to think and
confess to throwing stones at soldiers.
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6.

The interrogator did not inform me that I had any rights. He told me I had to tell him all the
details of what I did on 4 February 2015. He told me that I had to be frank and pour my heart
out to him. He offered me coffee and a cigarette but I refused. After 10 minutes he accused
me of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails at soldiers. I told him this was not true. Then
he started to name some boys and claimed they had joined me in throwing stones. I told him
I did not know any of them. He then asked me to confess against them but I told him there
was nothing for me to confess about. I asked him to provide me with some evidence that I
had been throwing stones but he never did. He then got very angry and threatened to beat me
if I didn’t confess.

7.

The interrogation lasted for about 30 minutes. At the end I was taken out of the interrogation
room for about an hour before I was interrogated for a second time I was blindfolded while I
was out in the sun. An hour later another interrogator took me for a second round of
interrogation.

8.

The second interrogator told me his name was Moshe and he accused me of throwing stones
and Molotov cocktails at soldiers. During the interrogation I noticed a document on the
interrogator’s desk written in Arabic with my name and identity card number on it. There
was also a sentence about my right to remain silent. The interrogator did not show me the
document or ask me to read it; I just noticed it on my own.

9.

The interrogator then asked me for my father’s number and allowed me to talk to him. I told
my father the interrogator was accusing me of throwing Molotov cocktails. My father told
me that the document they gave him at home when I was arrested did not refer to me but
another boy. It referred to someone else’s ID number who has a similar name. I told this to
the interrogator hoping he would realise I was arrested by mistake but hetold me it did not
matter because my details in front of him were correct.

10.

The interrogator then accused me again of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails at soldiers.
I denied the accusation. He then printed out a document in Hebrew and asked me to sign it
but I refused. I told him I wasn’t going to sign anything in Hebrew because I don’t
understand Hebrew. I then told the interrogator I wanted to speak to a lawyer. He told me if
it is true that I didn’t do anything wrong why did I want to see a lawyer. He told me only
those who commit crimes ask to see lawyers. He suddenly became angry and slapped me on
the face. Another soldier entered the room and started to slap me too.

11.

The second interrogation lasted for about an hour. I was taken out for 30 minutes before I
was taken back in for a third time. This time another boy was in the room. The boy looked
happy and the interrogator told me it was because he was going to be released. The
interrogator took me outside and made me sit on a bench. I was still tied. I remained on the
bench until around 6.00 p.m. when the interrogator told me I was going to be transferred to
Ofer prison. I was taken to the back of a jeep and driven a short distance. The interrogator
then told me I was going to be released. He removed the tie and told me to go. I started to
walk home with the other boy who was released with me. The two of us walked for about a
kilometer before I saw my father who had come to pick me up in a car.
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Testimony 200
Name:
Age:
Date:
Location:
Accusation:

H.R.
16
18 May 2015
Al ‘Arrub refugee camp, West Bank
Throwing stones

Summary: On 18 May 2015, a 16-year-old youth from the Al ‘Arrub refugee camp is detained
by Israeli soldiers at 2.00 a.m. and accused of throwing stones.
1.

I was arrested from home at around 2.00 a.m. I woke up to the sound of soldiers banging at
our front door. I also heard my father open the door. About 10 Israeli soldiers entered the
house. My 4-year-old sister was terrified to see soldiers inside the house and started to cry.
The commander told my father they were going to arrest me because I am a trouble maker.
They gave my father a document with details about my arrest. The document said they were
going to take me for interrogation at Etzion police station because I was accused of throwing
stones. A soldier told me to get dressed and followed me to the bedroom.

2.

I was then taken out of the house where I was tied to the back with one plastic tie. The tie
was painful. The soldiers walked me towards the military watchtower on the main road.
When we got there I was put in the back of a troop carrier and made me sit on a seat. The
carrier drove towards the nearby village of Al-Khader where they arrested more boys. 30
minutes later the carrier drove towards Etzion. On the way to Etzion I was blindfolded.

3.

At Etzion I was taken into a room where I sat on the floor together with other detainees. I
remained there until around 7.00 a.m. Each time I tried to speak to the other detainees I was
slapped and kicked. Soldiers also poured water on me and the other boys and laughed while
doing so.

4.

I was then taken to see a doctor who removed the blindfold and cut off the tie and tied
another one this time with my hands to the front. The tie was very tight. He then examined
me. I was then blindfolded again and taken outside where I stood in the sun until around
10.00 a.m. At times they asked me to sit on the ground and at other times they asked me to
stand up. I was then taken into the interrogation room.

5.

The interrogator was wearing civilian clothes. He told me he was a policeman and that his
name was Moshe. Before interrogating me he removed the blindfold and told me I had the
right to remain silent and the right to see a lawyer. He then called my father and told him I
was at Etzion and that I needed a lawyer.

6.

He told me I was accused of throwing stones at Route 60. I told him this was not true. The
interrogator got angry and slapped me. He slapped me so hard that I fell to the ground. The
interrogation lasted for about 90 minutes. During this time the interrogation asked me about
other boys in the camp. He wanted me to name the boys who throw stones. I told him I
didn’t know anyone who throws stones.
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7.

He then printed out my statement in Hebrew and asked me to sign it but I refused to sign. I
was then photographed and fingerprinted and blindfolded again.

8.

I was taken outside where I stood in the sun while tied and blindfolded for about one-and-ahalf hours. A soldier who was guarding me allowed me to use the bathroom and to drink
once. The interrogator came back and told me I was going to be transferred to Ofer. He kept
me waiting until around 6.00 p.m. when the he came back and told me I was going to be
released.

9.

I started to walk home together with another boy but then the other boy’s father met us on
the way and took us home.

