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1. Executive summary 

 

1.1 This report considers developments relating to the arrest and detention of children by the Israeli 

military in the West Bank in 2021 and 2022 (reporting period). In addition to reviewing relevant 

legal and procedural changes in the system the report considers the findings from 100 

testimonies collected from children detained during 2021. The report also includes a 

comparative graph tracking 13 issues of concern since 2013 based on 1,002 testimonies.  

 

1.2 In 2021 the monthly average number of children held in Israeli military detention declined by 8 

percent compared with the previous year. In regards to the 13 issues of concern tracked by MCW 

and recorded in the Comparative Graph, 10 issues (77 percent) recorded a deterioration 

compared with the long-term average.1 Two issues (15 percent) recorded some improvement 

and 1 issue (8 percent) recorded no change. Of particular concern was the level of physical 

abuse (74 percent) and a surge in the use of solitary confinement (42 percent). 

 

1.3 While noting a number of positive developments since 2013, the evidence suggests that these 

changes have generally not translated into significant substantive improvement in the treatment 

of children who come in contact with the system and largely amount to form over substance. The 

evidence also suggests that UNICEF's 2013 conclusion that "the ill-treatment of children who 

come in contact with the military detention system appears to be widespread, systematic and 

institutionalized" is still valid in 2022.  

 

1.4 The evidence discloses that during the reporting period many children continue to be arrested 

from home in night-time military raids; tied and blindfolded; transferred to an interrogation 

centre on the floor of military vehicles; experience physical and verbal abuse as well as threats; 

and continue to be questioned without prior access to lawyers or being informed of their right to 

silence – as required under Israeli military law. Confessional evidence continues to play a 

dominant role and most cases are concluded by way of plea bargains - being the quickest way 

out of the system. Accordingly, the evidence against the children is rarely tested in court.  

 

1.5 Data from the Israeli Prison Service (IPS) confirms that during the reporting period the practice 

of forcibly transferring Palestinian children out of the West Bank and unlawfully detaining them 

in prisons inside Israel in violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention and the Rome Statute of 

the International Criminal Court continued as part of a systematic policy. Since the Office of the 

Prosecutor of the ICC initiated a preliminary examination into Palestine in January 2015, 

between 2,175 and 4,350 children have been forcibly transferred and/or unlawfully detained.2 

 

1.6 As in previous years, the evidence suggests a strong geographic link between illegal Israeli West 

Bank settlements (and associated infrastructure) and the military detention of children living 

nearby.  In 2021, the children who were detained, lived on average, within 900 metres of a West 

Bank settlement built in violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention - the same Convention relied 

on by the military authorities to justify prosecuting the same children in military courts. 

 

1.7 Finally, the lack of domestic remedies coupled with international resistance towards legal 

accountability at the International Criminal Court continues to erode faith and confidence in a 

credible "rules-based order" - setting the stage for a dangerous vacuum to develop. Picking and 

choosing who the rules apply to is not a rules-based order and is undermining the principle.  

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=MmNuAkpGrsa613395AWw2bO0pT3K
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/DOC227.PDF
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2. Background 

 

2.1 This year marks 55 years since the imposition of Israeli military law in the West Bank and the 

establishment of military courts for the prosecution of Palestinian civilians, including children 

aged 12-17 years inclusive. During this period UN estimates and data from the military 

authorities suggest around 825,000 Palestinians have been imprisoned,3 of which about 4 percent 

were children (33,000).4 Available evidence suggests that around 629,000 of those detained, 

including 28,000 children, were indicted and prosecuted in the military courts, although it is 

difficult to obtain reliable and constant data covering the entire period.5  

 

2.2 Since its inception, the military detention system has been plagued by reports of systematic abuse 

and denial of legal rights guaranteed under applicable law. Concerns have been raised by UN 

General-Secretaries, UN agencies, the US State Department, members of the US Congress, the 

EU, UK, Norway, the Netherlands and Australia, independent lawyers, as well as Palestinian, 

Israeli and international organisations, among others.6 

 

2.3 In 2012, a delegation of independent lawyers from the UK reviewed the military detention 

system in the West Bank. The Foreign Office funded report – Children in Military Custody (UK 

Report) – found undisputed evidence that the military detention system violated at least six 

articles under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and two articles under the Fourth 

Geneva Convention.7 The following year, UNICEF published the report - Children in Israeli 

Military Detention (UNICEF Report) - which concluded that "the ill-treatment of children who 

come in contact with the military detention system appears to be widespread, systematic and 

institutionalized throughout the process."  

 

2.4 Following the publication of these reports the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced that 

it would "study the conclusions and work to implement them through on-going co-operation with 

UNICEF". During the intervening years there have been a number of legal, procedural and 

administrative developments in the system relevant to the treatment of children including, but 

not limited to, the following:  

 

(i) A new military order reducing the period of time within which a child must be brought 

before a military judge following arrest;8 

 

(ii) The introduction of a form notifying parents of the reason for a child's arrest and place 

of detention;  

 

(iii) Re-issuance of the military's standard operating procedures for the arrest of minors to all 

military units serving in the West Bank including a reminder of the prohibition against 

physical and verbal abuse and procedures for restraining children;  

 

(iv) The introduction of a form notifying children of their legal rights in custody including 

the right to silence and the right to consult with a lawyer (Annexure C);  

 

(v) The introduction of a pilot scheme to use summonses in lieu of arresting children at night; 

and 

 

http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org.uk/
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/UNICEF-%20Children%20In%20Israeli%20Military%20Detention%20-%202013.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/UNICEF-%20Children%20In%20Israeli%20Military%20Detention%20-%202013.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/A_A_A_Q_%20-%20Arrest%20Document-Concealed.jpg
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=nagwaMprMba442215AQQmEv3jOf9
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(vi) The discretion to order social welfare reports at remand hearings in the military courts.  

 

2.5 Based on developments up to September 2022, and the evidence collected during the reporting 

period, this report considers whether the introduction of these, and other changes, by the military 

authorities have materially improved the conditions for child detainees.  

 

3. Detention figures 

 

3.1 According to data provided by the Israeli Prison Service (IPS), the monthly average number of 

children held in military detention in 2021was 151, representing an 8 percent decline compared 

with the previous year. During the reporting period average child detention rates fell to their 

lowest levels since at least 2008. According to the most recent IPS data, 137 children were held 

in military detention at the end of June 2022. Since October 2020, the IPS has replaced 

publishing monthly data on Palestinians held in military detention with quarterly data. 

 

3.2 All of the children detained in 2021 were males. However, during the first six months of 2022, 

a small number of girls ( 1%) were again being detained. As of June 2022, five children were 

being held without charge or trial in administrative detention, while in the first six months of 

2022 only one child under 14 years was held in IPS detention. The age breakdown of children 

in detention for the previous 10 years is as follows: 

 

Age 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 

12-13 years  1% 0%  1%  1% 1%  1%  1%  1%  1%  1% 

14-15 years 16% 12% 19% 24% 20% 22% 17% 13% 17% 17% 

16-17 years 84% 88% 81% 75% 79% 78% 83% 87% 82% 82% 

 

 

3.3 It is not possible to ascertain from the data published by the IPS the total number of children 

detained each year. Based on the data that is available, approximately 800 children were arrested 

each year between 2013 and 2015, of which 500 were prosecuted in the military courts. A further 

350 children were detained for periods of less than 6 hours, as provided for under military law.  

 

Year Short detention (3-6 hrs) Arrested (Indicted) Total 

20139 349 655 (465) 1,004 

201410 n/a 861 (499) n/a 

201511 n/a 871 (540) n/a 

Average 349 796  (501) 1,004 

 

3.4 The following table summarizes how the 100 cases documented by MCW in 2021 were dealt 

with by the military authorities and courts. 

 

Issue Average detention / sentence Total 

Released without indictment 15 hours 5% 

Administrative detention 3.5 months 2% 

Indicted 

Released on bail 53 days 3% 

Sentenced 
6 months in 

prison 
NIS 2,200 

9 months 

suspended12 
90% 

Total 100% 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=iz63ezSbG7a11412A1qkQJHcUuf
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3.5 Official data relating to the monthly average number of Palestinian children detained by the 

military authorities and held in IPS prisons between 2008-2022 is presented in the following 

graph. Note that it is not possible to ascertain from this data the total number of children held in 

in IPS facilities each year and it does not include short detentions of less than 6 hours, which 

accounted for 35 percent of all cases in 2013. However, this data does provide an indication of 

general trends.13 For the most part, detention rates fluctuate depending on prevailing tensions. 

 

 
 

 

4. Current evidence of issues of concern 

 

4.1 As part of MCW's monitoring programme, a number of issues of concern relating to the treatment 

of children in detention are tracked by reference to recent evidence. It should be noted that in 

each case children reported multiple violations across a range of issues. Twelve complete 

testimonies, one for each month in 2021, are included at the end of this report (Annexure A). 

Based on 100 testimonies collected from children detained in the West Bank in 2021, the 

evidence indicates as follows:  

 

 (i) Night arrests – 59 percent of children reported being arrested by the military at night 

between the hours of 22:00 and 05:00. This compares with 51 percent at the time 

UNICEF issued its report in 2013. Night arrest operations tend to intimidate targeted 

communities and children report being "shocked" or “terrified” when confronted with 

heavily armed soldiers in their homes or bedrooms. This sense of fear only increases in 

cases where the front door is broken in or blown open using explosives. In some cases  

hydraulic jacks are used to open doors quietly while families sleep. Sometimes houses 

are searched and property damaged. In cases where children are not at home, family 

members have been held hostage until the child turns himself in.  When describing his 

night arrest, one boy said: "This is what usually happens in the village; whenever an 

incident happens, the soldiers round up all the boys who have recently been in prison."14 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=5cFlPzubkNa1659495AL56vfIzBIV
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=7VQDlXM1C3a1627161AILKCZggijt
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=gwUcQEiqD4a1682319AGThQo7f8BR
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=omtKxQAkZKa1657593ASNUDdv4boJ
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=hQ4HfHmWPLa1629063AscJ6JiUeuM
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=UBMqgRF82Pa1613847AJi7juVoHY0
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=wVC3UDYB5oa1670907ArhKIQNmjQD
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=karTuGRkq1a1676613AQ4k13iYoGN
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=kJUe6iXvpPa1562493AxDZF6Lv0le


 

 

Page 7 of 61 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(ii) Summons in lieu of night arrests – 2 percent of children reported being served with a 

written summons. A pilot scheme to issue summonses in lieu of night arrests was 

introduced in 2014. The scheme’s introduction followed widespread criticism of the 

practice of detaining children at night. During the reporting period the pilot scheme was 

largely defunct and according to the military authorities no records were maintained 

making internal assessment impossible. On 1 August 2021, the military authorities 

announced that they had introduced new procedures for summonsing children. While the 

procedures remain classified, the authorities have indicated that summonses will not be 

used if: 

 

(a)  The child is wanted for interrogation by an agency other than the police; or 

(b) The child is suspected of a "severe offence" (undefined) or has a record of 

committing "severe offences". 

 

Since August 2021, MCW has documented one case where a written summons was used 

- the summons was served at 3:15 a.m. during a military raid.  

“I was not home when Israeli soldiers blew off our front door at 3:00 A.M. They 

asked my parents for me and then took my two younger brothers (aged 8 years and 

12 years) to my aunt's house nearby. Then they searched our house ... Then they gave 

my parents a verbal summons ordering that I go to the police station for questioning. 

Two days later an Israeli intelligence officer rang my father and told him if I did not 

turn myself in they were going to kill a family member and destroy our house."  

 

M.A.M.W. (16 years) – Kafr Ni'meh, West Bank – 17 March 2021 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=XDbMfd00GLa259623A4xECV6HLH0
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/jun/26/israel-palestinian-children-injustice
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=yqaP581YkSa1492119ADDquwTcogB
http://www.hamoked.org/files/1664670_eng.pdf
http://www.hamoked.org/Document.aspx?dID=Updates2254
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=20txHgS26Ra1673760AWHy4FneaLQ
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(iii) Written notification of arrest – In 47 percent of cases where children were arrested 

from home it was reported that no written notification about the arrest was provided. This 

is despite the military informing UNICEF in April 2013 that a standard form written in 

Arabic and Hebrew must be given to parents of children arrested at home in every case 

(Arabic/English). In cases where written notification was provided to parents it was 

reported that in 61 percent of cases the details were handwritten in Hebrew. The printed 

forms used to notify parents still provide no information about the child’s legal rights 

while in custody. (Annexure B). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"My father woke me up at around 3:15 a.m. and told me Israeli soldiers were inside 

our home. I got up and saw five soldiers in our living room. One of them told my 

father to collect all the mobile phones in the house ... Then he checked our identity 

cards and called my name. A soldier then gave my father a document summoning 

me to the police station in the morning. The summons was written in Hebrew and 

we could not read it but the soldier explained it to us. He did not give us any reasons 

as to why I was being summonsed." 

 

N.N.R.T. (14 years) – Beit Fajjar, West Bank – 24 October 2021 

“I woke up to banging at our  door. It was around 3:00 a.m. I got up and heard Israeli 

soldiers outside trying to break open our front door with a hydraulic jack. They broke 

the door and about 10 soldiers entered our home. The soldiers immediately took me 

aside, separating me from the rest of the family. Then they gave my father a document 

written in Hebrew and asked him to sign it. My father refused to sign." 

 

M.A.M.Z. (17 years) – Assileh Alharithiyeh, West Bank – 23 December 2021 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/Children%20in%20Israeli%20Military%20-%20Bulletin%20No_%202.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/064.jpg
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/ARREST%20NOTIFICATION%20FORM%20(ENGLISH).pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=sCeqix3rwoa1669956ArJ0GRhxz7l
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=X8hA1sagpQa1670907AyQ78fXPUP6


 

 

Page 9 of 61 

9 

 
 

(iv) Hand ties – 96 percent of children reported being hand tied upon arrest. This is the same 

percentage as at the time UNICEF issued its report in 2013. The ties are often described 

as “painful” or “very tight and painful” and in some cases cut wrists, cause swelling 

and/or cause hands to turn blue. Complaints from the child are generally ignored. In some 

cases soldiers threaten to tighten the ties if the child causes "trouble". In one case a soldier 

used twisted metal wire to tie the child. In 93 percent of cases where children were 

restrained the evidence indicates non-compliance with the military’s own Standard 

Operating Procedures for the use of hand ties introduced in 2010 following a petition to 

Israel’s Supreme Court in which this issue was raised.15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Then the soldier wanted to tie my hands behind my back but I refused. He then tied 

my hands to the front with three plastic ties on top of each other. The ties were tight 

and painful. I was tied for three days and the ties left marks on my wrists. Blood flow 

was severely restricted and my hands swelled and turned blue." 

 

M.A.I.H. (14 years) – Al Jalazun refugee camp, 5 September 2021 

 

 

 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=h7WveYKIJha1684221AeYutscY4fz
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=AyPMpOIVZSa1599582AsF4iMELUWD
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=7PeVmYoysaa1613847AnnWklodHoc
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=39cEIWPxtga1687074Ay1cGPtduFh
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=EzlVfGXTZxa1674711A2ZgSTMoIpe
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=ZOkTNKMrmJa1688025AfwXYzOWRST
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=pE9lmaF32ya1676613AtCLyBhxMfU
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=ZQxekka56ra1651887Aa4AJr1bPUA
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=8Ok49jHpzCa442215AfWJJdi04b5
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=8Ok49jHpzCa442215AfWJJdi04b5
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=i0r6Mpjn0ea1686123A7qmTf1AEoG
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(v) Blindfolds – 89 percent of children reported being blindfolded or hooded upon arrest. 

This compares with 81 percent at the time UNICEF issued its report in 2013. UNICEF 

recommended that this practice be prohibited in all circumstances involving children. 

The evidence suggests that blindfolding children effectively “softens them up” for 

interrogation making it easier to obtain confessions. In August 2019, lawyers for the 

military authorities informed Israel’s Supreme Court “that military orders and 

regulations forbid blindfolding of detainees, and action to clarify the rules has been taken 

and will continue to be taken on a continuous basis.” This statement cannot be reconciled 

with the evidence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

(vi) Floor transfer – 47 percent of children reported being transported on the metal floor of 

military vehicles from the place of arrest to an interrogation centre. This compares with 

45 percent at the time UNICEF issued its report in 2013. The evidence indicates that 

children are sometimes placed on the floor because there are no available seats, while on 

other occasions it appears that seats are available. Once on the floor children are 

sometimes pushed, kicked, slapped, struck with rifle butts, thrown on top of other 

detainees and verbally abused. 

 

“Once outside the soldiers tied my hands behind my back with three plastic ties on 

top of each other. They were tight and painful. My hands swelled and the ties left 

marks on my wrists. They took me to the back of the jeep and made me sit on the 

metal floor. Inside the jeep the soldiers blindfolded me and then started to beat and 

swear at me." 

 

Q.R.N.A. (15 years) – Husan, West Bank – 24 October 2021 

 

https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/israeli-army-forced-to-admit-blindfolding-detained-palestinians-is-against-protocol-1.7680631
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=9g9Jrfy9fva1670907AVrlDJmEIUg
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=qAzQi0nBPDa1586268AWFbcSKGJVM
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=ccrAvVceica1602435ASrhbEzuLxq
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=0N5BPa6AzIa1688025AcxotbYH6tY
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=APnAJsi5a5a1682319AvmP1GaN6pe
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=15tf54kRWAa1685172AfKmL5LBBkr
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=hbQfqgUOiaa1677564AP2CGTndxY1
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=6UUVRRPY7Na1687074A1UWrwyZrpS
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(vii) Verbal abuse – 73 percent of children reported being subjected to verbal abuse during 

arrest, transfer and/or interrogation. This compares with 49 percent at the time UNICEF 

issued its report in 2013. The majority of the abuse is either directed towards the child’s 

mother and sister, or the child’s religion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"I was put in the back of a jeep where I sat on the metal floor. Inside the jeep soldiers 

struck me with the back of their guns and broke a rib. I found it hard to breathe and 

could not take a deep breath. They took me to a military base near the entrance to 

my village. Then I was left on the floor of a shipping container for 3 days." 

 

M.S.N.A. (16 years) – Beit Jala – 31 August 2021 

 

“A soldier pressed his knee on my neck and I felt I was going to pass out. Soldiers 

swore at me and called me "a fucking son of a whore". I passed out for a few seconds 

but the soldiers woke me up. I think I nearly choked on my tongue but a paramedic 

soldier made sure I was ok." 

 

K.M.A.N. (17 years) – Habla, West Bank – 18 May 2021 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=9mQpwGwYZQa1674711APQdb1NpgZp
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=JwT7Sq2O7ra1586268APv9FxENF6P
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(viii) Physical abuse – 74 percent of children reported being subjected to various forms of 

physical abuse during arrest, transfer and/or interrogation. This compares with 60 percent 

at the time UNICEF issued its report in 2013. During 2021, reports of physical abuse 

reached their highest levels since MCW started collecting testimonies. The types of 

reported abuse include: punching; slapping; position abuse; shooting; choking; kicking 

including kicking genitals; striking with objects, such as guns; banging heads against 

objects, such as walls, metal cabinets, windows or the heads of other detainees; spat on; 

deliberately beaten on a pre-existing injury; or injuries sustained as a result of being used 

as a human shield. In some cases children required medical attention and/or 

hospitalisation after being assaulted. Most of the abuse occurs whilst the child is being 

transferred from the point of arrest to an interrogation centre, with some abuse also 

occurring in the interrogation room - one child reporting that an interrogator switched 

off an audio-visual device before starting to slap and punch him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"I was taken to a nearby military checkpoint where the soldiers continued to slap 

and kick me. One of them struck me hard with his gun on my back and caused me 

severe pain. Inside the checkpoint a soldier blindfolded me and swore at me. The 

soldiers beat me so hard that I passed out and the soldiers called an ambulance. I 

woke up when the soldiers poured Coca Cola on my face. The paramedics examined 

me but did not look at my back which hurt the most." 

 

A.M.T.H. (14 years) – Hebron, West Bank – 5 October 2021 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=FE70tJAgpha1596729Afy4WWpO7XF
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=gXyEDWbOPGa1664250AeBvnMrgcJh
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=7YY7VKFbbza1688976AbBPoUpn8Cn
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=5TzHiAKkJta1581513Aa0gtCbKxde
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=z0wFL9crlNa1586268Ai2FqfpkZc5
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=lvhv362m88a1630965ACXFYUNTpuX
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=vjknL6TWeia1658544AtjbrsjS78d
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=Mt6n8SfohEa1690878AxEvPxxlIiD
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=WUK2lGcli4a1630014ARlCQjWvMxV
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=sCjiI2TcPqa1673760AdsINYyQ8rN
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=3eAwIiBFyba1557738ASPeAcXB1hN
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=vjknL6TWeia1658544AtjbrsjS78d
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=I6QdFHKsgma1660446AdrmnolkyhF
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=NAMU757iJSa1566297AvR6bTAyuQz
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=52rMu68aUpa1641426AptsJE7Egm1
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=S4goVK44C4a1669005A5nchQibS3A
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=c6a6QyVrUfa1581513AMgagWCFj5I
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=jIJYAW1Zika1558689AHEi9ZKudQb
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=hkG1KjFfTPa1673760AREWsoPQiBd
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=KfmkxlDWbza1651887AvoYSgcsQea
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=m4jCvwHtkxa1691829A1Y9dyJLvX6
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(ix) Threats – 68 percent of children reported being subjected to threats during arrest, 

transfer and/or interrogation. This compares with 47 percent at the time UNICEF issued 

its report in 2013. Threats are most commonly used during interrogation to obtain a 

confession and are frequently mixed with shouting and aggressive behavior. The types 

of threats reported include: denial or cancellation of work permits; home demolition; 

administrative detention; arrest of parents or a brother; harsher interrogation if the child 

does not confess; long-term detention or life imprisonment; death threats; threats of 

torture; solitary confinement or locking-up family members in solitary confinement; 

threat of rape; tasering; a threat to impose travel restrictions; no release until confession; 

threats of physical violence; cocking a rifle near the child; denial of food and drink for a 

month; spraying with gas if the child continued to bang on the cell door while in solitary 

confinement; and a threat to paralyze a brother who was also in custody. It should be 

recalled that these threats are generally made whilst the child is restrained, hungry and 

sleep deprived. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I was interrogated on a daily basis; sometimes up to five interrogators took part. I 

never spoke to a lawyer and was informed of my rights only before the first 

interrogation. The interrogators threatened to lock me up in prison for 10 years if I 

did not confess. They applied a lot of psychological pressure on me to extract a 

confession. I was tired and sleep deprived and, in the end, I could not take it anymore 

and I confessed to throwing stones at soldiers back in 2018 and setting an Israeli 

flag on fire during a protest." 

 

A.I.A.J. (17 years) – Salem, West Bank – 19 January 2021 

 

 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=qx48syjJbka1669005A8qaswPjQFn
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=UpkXjn6ATya1669956Act3YVyE4s1
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=G7ZUMux9Tha1614798AaJXV8ltJIG
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=T7gInZPvoEa1658544AkF2JRaJqbd
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=VWvUjo5cJva1670907AjHUcmZAapR
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=BJSuhwB9lEa1687074AIQBPuaQxjK
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=0W1jnjz1DVa1629063ADV9HvI6Ntr
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=1BDe8TLWBWa1691829A898e2DLDbF
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=6bvMhAzxMia1630965A0KA2Gf0oX4
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=7RHlgX6ReKa1651887AX7uY1ONR6v
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=0Jr5jN4ItOa1681368AdeRmaDqxdz
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=jM7TIXWA8sa1686123AXIVWvTy11d
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=xM5WDTSutJa1685172ANs2YOd4giY
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=xM5WDTSutJa1685172ANs2YOd4giY
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=JVrufs8P0Xa1688025AdluZRFqxe6
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=ZlvHX8US1Ma1657593A7Zk8Fmm4XF
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=49hBZxw81Qa1674711AwLxUPGOgN2
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=EUbrYqkJYva1668054A6gTt5oQhXQ
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=EUbrYqkJYva1668054A6gTt5oQhXQ
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=2WKX2SEkaoa1579611AzhuXUruCAm
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=GDAUeynnFua1680417AXKH4DgSEZW
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=Y2ll0jtnnTa1600533A1yoDKKDTsC
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=BY2GjnblHDa1572003AmHOrSruKTH
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=BY2GjnblHDa1572003AmHOrSruKTH
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=BY2GjnblHDa1572003AmHOrSruKTH
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=I38Zq7XgSFa1610043A61vgpX4WFx
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=YcwAsPC9vwa1628112ArmUtPWEjJj
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(x) Excessive exposure to the elements and general neglect - As in previous years, the 

journey from the place of arrest to the interrogation room (usually located in a West Bank 

settlement) is often indirect involving stops at military watchtowers, checkpoints, army 

bases and smaller settlements throughout the West Bank. Accordingly, the journey to 

interrogation can take many hours or days. During this time children frequently report 

being left tied and blindfolded in shipping containers, tents or left outside sitting or 

kneeling on the ground or in cages for extended periods exposed to summer and winter 

elements. In some cases air-conditioners are unnecessarily turned on causing children 

discomfort prior to interrogation. Some children report being treated with dignity, but in 

most cases, children report physical violence, sleep deprivation, humiliation, denial of 

food and water, and limited or no access to toilets. In some cases military doctors ignore 

complaints of injuries. The result is that most children arrive in the interrogation room 

in a state of physical and mental exhaustion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(xi) Strip searched – 70 percent of children reported being strip searched on arrival at a 

detention centre. Some children report having to crouch up and down naked while being 

searched. Unsurprisingly, many children find this procedure humiliating. The military 

and prison authorities continue to disregard UNICEF’s recommendations as to how these 

searches should be conducted. 

“Then they drove me to the police station in Etzion settlement where I was left outside 

on the tarmac. I asked to use the toilet but they did not allow me. I asked the soldiers 

to loosen up the ties but they refused. Then a soldier who spoke Arabic came by. I 

asked him to loosen the ties and he did, but then when he left the other soldiers 

tightened them again and left me alone. I could not sleep because my hands swelled 

and were hurting. I was left out in the cold weather from around 3:30 a.m. until 

around 9:00 a.m. Then I was taken for interrogation."  

 

S.A.M.H. (14 years) – Beit Fajjar, West Bank – 18 October 2021 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=u4aqy6FuxRa1688976ABTRJk7kPcN
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=hLTGDCfsuva1689927AwUbuGT5FcN
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=fqWHUyD4KWa1627161AZotAZARxCX
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=fqWHUyD4KWa1627161AZotAZARxCX
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=539A5I2mkQa1687074ALik1XrRCH4
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=Q2YZzJ5FLla1676613AvH1L7h5adb
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=zJiGUeR1Hra1615749AnKa7N2aBmQ
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=HiK60Qtc8Da1664250A3TeKXuC7vE
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=Q4F7WgccAqa1614798ALYJegBwcMJ
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=2RIt3A6Q90a1687074AljMMJYOEHa
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=rmNQaFQuAka1685172AxZQnSnxXLF
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=4JbvwWtXTKa1677564AQ6Yoq0soGz
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=yLFnnAlyH7a1677564ABnGU6tegU1
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=ZxOL5advJaa1674711ASQog4WUEDn
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=qrlYPmDcB6a1676613ACT3l7NeWk9
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=BxyEi7vUwba1670907Af97T5jegss
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=uoGgfYnTwCa1651887AyGIOcteQYs
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=O15oSm86eVa1606239AKdRIBCaSeG
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=Rxz64HE2Iva1658544APUS8UquTg9
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=nIRW4ulIWBa1613847AAqIYG1mDH1
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=50QlxreFC6a1651887A9h9UqMhFWr
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=6y187EPzhAa1585317AEj7lX6MlhD
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=mX9FtQ8Kqta1593876A4xZJtr7btb
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=KfYnlQWq0da1670907AArZn6EQ8Cg
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=3eAwIiBFyba1557738ASPeAcXB1hN
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=y9p7sm2PNHa1668054AApj8JgPlHF
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=iVaCzztpcHa1669956AYIUHFUPtNY
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=7Aafd26b88a1664250AZXZopXL4wG
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=9gdMlBghHha1691829AkkdUNFk8oW
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/UNICEF-%20Children%20In%20Israeli%20Military%20Detention%20-%202013.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=Gq5cJdX5IYa1630014Aev4cm14l2l
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(xii) Accompanied by a parent – No child reported being accompanied by a parent or 

guardian throughout their interrogation. This compares with 4 percent at the time 

UNICEF issued its report in 2013. While there is no legal right under Israeli military law 

for a parent to accompany a child during interrogation in security offences, the military 

authorities have acknowledged that there is a discretion to permit parents to be present. 

In some cases parents or grandparents took their children to the interrogation centres 

after being ordered to do so by an intelligence officer but were prevented from attending 

the interrogation even though they were on site. In 14 percent of cases children were 

interrogated at night between 12 midnight and 5:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Later that morning, at 9:00 a.m., my parents and I went to the police station in 

Etzion settlement as ordered. We waited by a door but then were told to go 

somewhere else. We went but they sent us back to the first place. Finally, two people 

came and took me inside and told my parents to go home. It was around 11:00 a.m." 

 

N.N.R.T. (14 years) – Beit Fajjar, West Bank – 24 October 2021 

“On arrival at the military base I was taken to a shipping container and they turned 

the air-conditioner on cold, it felt like a freezer. Inside the shipping container I was 

strip searched. Then they let me put on my undershirt but I was left there without my 

boxer shorts in the freezing shipping container for about 20 minutes. I felt humiliated. 

Then a soldier helped me put my clothes on because my hands were tied. Then he 

handed me a telephone and told me the Area Commander wanted to speak to me." 

 

M.S.M.Z. (17 years) – Ein Qinya, West Bank – 17 October 2021 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=PmffkzSCsXa469794AqrZXV7DDk0
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=AEf1tYBhHSa1587219AzcVsN7x1PT
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=SVkpfnmimAa1686123AtK2eL9mFOP
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=vPfdtgJUfMa1651887ADUfhIj8Hbc
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=ej1cWK6Boka1641426A6XlKzpzI7S
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=tfGn2Jr6eca1669956ALzloI4rYF0
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=sq9Hs0rj5xa1651887AP40FsksG7F
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(xiii) Access to lawyers – 76 percent of children reported being denied access to a lawyer 

prior to questioning. This compares with 100 percent at the time UNICEF issued its 

report in 2013. Under Israeli military law a detainee has the right to consult with a lawyer 

prior to interrogation. There are exceptions but generally these do not apply to children. 

Although Israel's Supreme Court has identified this to be a fundamental right, it is only 

afforded to Palestinian children in 24 percent of cases.16 In cases where a child does 

consult with a lawyer prior to interrogation, this usually amounts to a brief phone 

conversation lasting several minutes or less, sometimes while the interrogator listens on 

speaker phone. Many children report only being informed of the right half-way through 

or at the conclusion of the interrogation. In some cases children are handed a document 

in the interrogation room about their rights even as these rights are being withheld. Only 

in 2 percent of cases did a child physically meet with a lawyer prior to interrogation. 

Most children continue to consult with a lawyer for the first time at a military court.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I was handcuffed when I was taken to the interrogation room and the interrogator 

questioned me while I was handcuffed. He asked me if I wanted to speak to a lawyer. 

When I asked him whether a lawyer would be useful, he said no. Then I told him I 

did not want to speak to a lawyer if he was not going to be useful." 

 

I.A.S.L. (17 years) – Huwwara miliary base, West Bank – 7 February 2021 

 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=XzqCgLvORNa1687074ASEh1itLfEf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=XzqCgLvORNa1687074ASEh1itLfEf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=bYlEWxYQZRa1674711ATgC57wkOpS
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=SlEVhPPF06a1689927AB1xWmFWCWl
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=OeKLNLUHhKa1686123AnFvP6KePlS
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=IT7vWIxnaxa1610043A3IYJHpWm5E
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=DJ0tA65Jbra1628112A3njZG37OyR
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=Xz6KhGQir3a1589121A6owfWWidEp
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=6InUfGzrNVa1668054AUoqEKXy2bT
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=YV6EqC5ba9a1565346AMoUTQjMs2g
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(xiv) Right to silence – 83 percent of children reported not being informed of their right to 

silence under Israeli military law. This compares with 96 percent at the time UNICEF 

issued its report in 2013. As in previous years most children are not informed of this right 

and/or are told they must confess or "you're a terrorist and not entitled to any rights". In 

other cases children are informed of their right to silence but then threatened making the 

right all but illusory. In other cases children are informed of the right but the statement 

is then immediately qualified with comments such as: "if you remain silent I will arrest 

you again"; or "it's not in your interests to remain silent"; or "if you do remain silent it 

will be interpreted as guilt". In other cases children are only informed of the right on one 

occasion even though they are interrogated multiple times over the course of days or 

weeks. In some cases children are informed of their right to silence but simply do not 

understand what is meant. A copy of a document (Arabic) provided to children during 

some interrogations regarding their legal rights is included in Annexure C. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The interrogator removed the blindfold but kept me tied. He later took off the ties 

during the interrogation. I told the interrogator I wanted to call my parents. He told 

me I had to confess first and then he would allow me to call my parents. Then he 

phoned a lawyer and allowed me to speak to him. The lawyer told me not to confess 

and not to worry. The interrogator left the room during the conversation which lasted 

less than two minutes. Then the interrogator came back and told me I had the right 

to remain silent. Later, when I wanted to practice my right to silence, he yelled at me 

and thumped the table aggressively." 

 

S.A.M.H. (14 years) – Etzion interrogation centre, West Bank – 18 October 2021 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=oWWlhrRRGva1692780As7ICpatdfk
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=6InUfGzrNVa1668054AUoqEKXy2bT
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=hkG1KjFfTPa1673760AREWsoPQiBd
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=gLNcAZYvzpa1630965An06CjBZocm
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=gLNcAZYvzpa1630965An06CjBZocm
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=TxCahlQpEYa1599582AMtp2Mx2Lr3
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=iDszGQJARba1586268AOBO4B0DDYQ
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=iDszGQJARba1586268AOBO4B0DDYQ
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=lJyTTjSs6ca1615749ATakQqQvHKZ
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=T9wNjy0Y4ea1575807AZF06BhYSyl
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=T9wNjy0Y4ea1575807AZF06BhYSyl
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=GVAQjAzPnDa1630014AXezPzWwgTC
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(xv) Solitary confinement – 42 percent of children reported being held in solitary 

confinement for an average of 12.5 days (Range: 2-31 days).17 This compares with 17 

percent in 2020 and 8 percent in 2019. MCW estimates that in 2021, between 210 - 420 

children were held in solitary confinement.18 This represents a dramatic surge in the use 

of this practice and well above the long-term average of 2 percent. In 96 percent of 

solitary confinement cases children were placed in isolation as part of the interrogation 

process - in the remaining 4 percent of cases, isolation was imposed as punishment for 

breaking prison regulations. In 2013, UNICEF recommended that “in no circumstances 

whatsoever should a child be held in solitary confinement” while in Israeli military 

detention - at the time 4 percent of children were being held in solitary confinement. 

 

 Children held in solitary confinement describe being kept in small, windowless cells 

sometimes with a light left on 24 hours and round the clock CCTV surveillance. In such 

conditions children report not being able to tell day from night. One boy describes how 

he covered the light in the cell with his shirt until a guard confiscated it. Children report 

that some cells are painted black with a rough surface which appears to contribute to a 

state of depression and distress. Most children report receiving limited and/or poor 

quality food with one boy saying he was treated like a "dog", another describing the food 

as "disgusting". Some children also report significant weight loss. In other cases children 

report limited or "smelly" bedding. In some cases, stints in solitary confinement are 

followed up with the child being placed in a cell with collaborators seeking to obtain a 

confession. 

 

 Most children report detrimental psychological effects from the experience, variously 

describing their mental, emotional and physical states as: "scared"; "depressed"; "very 

stressed"; "distressed"; "loss of interest in life"; "weak morale"; "screaming to get 

attention"; experiencing "heart palpitations"; "deep mental and psychological distress"; 

a choking sensation; and a sense of going "crazy or mad". Many children also report 

having difficulty sleeping and feeling exhausted while in isolation and under 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=lkDsPCIxZfa1656642Arn83skJSO3
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/UNICEF-%20Children%20In%20Israeli%20Military%20Detention%20-%202013.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=kZEtzQ3AQZa1610043ALLXWfUKiUS
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=km453Br7AGa1657593A6EyoyEWt41
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=nbIe6fUaZxa1627161AijM89jbX1D
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=bKpQme3Zwha1691829ABZGt5WoBv4
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=gtY3Uvsq7Sa1575807ARaXYlqyuw1
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=kZEtzQ3AQZa1610043ALLXWfUKiUS
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=lzDenqJsLca1659495AVhFPsfb9sO
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=lzDenqJsLca1659495AVhFPsfb9sO
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=iHVhlQ9jH4a1687074A44lbLZlFLV
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=ihxcfbYGGea1669005Al5lnLM2D4g
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=ihxcfbYGGea1669005Al5lnLM2D4g
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=eTMRymZOC6a1598631AkeB37dnTWX
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=U9U0vuCjGia1616700AKmglCQP9xG
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=gmMm5kbpUxa1587219ArLTfvKwQw1
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=htQ3yYLRaqa1588170ARrX6VGXVli
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=kZEtzQ3AQZa1610043ALLXWfUKiUS
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=YbUBptgKO1a1673760A7agmjL3ZBf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=R51QrSCrwla1651887AJwgpc1k1ie
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=otVawSpjK7a1586268A5Wye7DrGl6
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=htQ3yYLRaqa1588170ARrX6VGXVli
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=htQ3yYLRaqa1588170ARrX6VGXVli
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=km453Br7AGa1657593A6EyoyEWt41
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=eTMRymZOC6a1598631AkeB37dnTWX
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=kZEtzQ3AQZa1610043ALLXWfUKiUS
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=nbIe6fUaZxa1627161AijM89jbX1D
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=nbIe6fUaZxa1627161AijM89jbX1D
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=htQ3yYLRaqa1588170ARrX6VGXVli
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=gmMm5kbpUxa1587219ArLTfvKwQw1
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=XD3lEk7thoa1580562APeIxl27Ccb
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=4j0VQ979Era1566297AceSAMSmMkV
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=foQgpGxKI3a1593876ASq6EtTsNPT
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=gmMm5kbpUxa1587219ArLTfvKwQw1
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interrogation. A number of children engaged in self-harm and attempted suicide. Even 

after release children report not fully recovering from the experience.  

 

 It should be recalled that placing children in solitary confinement may support a finding 

of torture in-line with statements made by the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture and 

consistent with the prohibitions contained within the UN Convention against Torture and 

other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the UN Convention on the 

Rights of the Child, the Fourth Geneva Convention and the Rome Statute of the 

International Criminal Court. The evidence suggests that this practice is now being 

employed by Israeli military authorities as part of a widespread and systematic policy. A 

full list of solitary confinement cases documented by MCW in 2021 is included in 

Annexure D. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I lost my mind in that cell and was desperate to get out. I was psychologically 

stressed especially since I could hear other detainees chatting to each other in the 

next cell. I was depressed and lost hope. I spent time staring at the walls and did not 

sleep well although I spent a lot of time lying down trying to sleep. I pulled off the 

metal piece of my zippers and used it to write and draw on the wall. I wrote poems by 

Mahmoud Darwish - "I miss my mother. I miss my mother's bread" and I drew a 

broken heart. My time in solitary confinement destroyed me psychologically. The cell 

was monitored by a moving camera 24 hours a day and I had zero privacy, even when 

I went to the toilet." 

 

K.M.A.N. (17 years) – Meggido prison, Israel – 18 May 2021 

 

"On average I was interrogated three times a day and each interrogation lasted about 

two hours. I was never informed of my rights and I was not allowed to speak to a 

lawyer. I was accused of the same accusation and the interrogator wanted me to 

confess. He told me if I confessed he would get me out of solitary confinement 

immediately. He told me if I did not confess he would be forced to change his 

technique and it would become much harder for me. I did not confess. He also asked 

me to give names of boys and young men who were "active" in our village. I did not 

give him any names." 

 

M.A.H.M. (17 years) – Al Jalama interrogation centre, Israel – 12 May 2021 

 

"The time I spent in solitary confinement destroyed me. I no longer trust anyone 

because I estimate about 80 percent of the children who are arrested are placed in 

solitary confinement and many of them become collaborators because they believe it 

is the only way to end their ordeal." 

 

A.L.F.M. (17 years) – Al Jalama interrogation centre, Israel – 16 March 2021 

 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=Fk2BSAxiCMa1567248ACOzOyLYTjr
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=p1C6L0DK25a1558689AZse8PYfUma
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=R51QrSCrwla1651887AJwgpc1k1ie
https://news.un.org/en/story/2011/10/392012-solitary-confinement-should-be-banned-most-cases-un-expert-says
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=otVawSpjK7a1586268A5Wye7DrGl6
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=gmMm5kbpUxa1587219ArLTfvKwQw1
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=fMC9xegfm4a1613847A4JPa6Lj7Cn
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"While in solitary confinement I was in deep distress and kept thinking about ways to 

kill myself to end my loneliness and intense suffering. I tied a blanket to the metal 

handle of the door and then wrapped the blanket around my neck. I acted completely 

out of control and was not thinking of the consequences. When my plan did not work 

I removed the blanket and went to sleep." 

 

A.R.S.Z. (17 years) – Etzion interrogation centre, West Bank – 31 March 2021 

 

"I arrived at Al Jalama at 1:30 a.m. I was left outside at the gate until around 3:30 

a.m. and then I was given a quick medical examination before being taken to a small 

cell measuring around 2x2 metres that did not have any windows. I was left there in 

solitary confinement for 17 days. I did not know what time it was and could not tell 

day from night. The walls were dark and rough. I cried because I was depressed and 

did not know when I was going to be taken out. I made strange noises and tried to 

sleep most of the time to stop thinking about my situation. I told myself I was willing 

to confess to anything they accuse me of in order to get out of solitary confinement." 

 

M.R.F.Q. (17 years) – Al Jalama interrogation centre, Israel – 16 March 2021 

 

"I felt so terrible that I wanted to kill myself. I broke a plastic fork they had brought 

with the food and I cut my wrist and made more cuts along the inside of my arm until 

my elbow. The guards saw what I had done on the CCTV camera and they quickly 

came to the cell. One of them yelled at me and wanted to beat me up. Then they took 

me to the clinic." 

 

A.N.H.H. (17 years) – Petah Tikva interrogation centre, Israel – 29 January 2021 

 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=NutxBp14fUa1595778AHW8YE8GNDQ
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=vCVBGq93Fha1615749AUo6Cca2wIZ
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=p1C6L0DK25a1558689AZse8PYfUma
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(xvi) Recruitment of child informants – Children are generally cautious about discussing 

attempts to recruit them as informants although some are forthcoming. It is difficult to 

estimate how widespread this issue is but estimates of collaboration rates provided to 

MCW by families in towns and villages across the West Bank range from 20-60 percent 

for adults and children. It should be noted that attempts to recruit children as informants 

potentially violates article 31 of the Fourth Geneva Convention and article 2 of the 

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(xvii) Documentation in Hebrew – 76 percent of children reported being shown, or made to 

sign, documentation written in Hebrew at some point during the investigation. This 

compares with 62 percent at the time UNICEF issued its report in 2013. While 

interrogations are conducted in Arabic, a written record is made in Hebrew which is then 

generally shown to the child for signature. Some children refuse to sign while others sign 

acknowledging they do not understand the contents of the document. Sometimes 

documentation is provided in both Arabic and Hebrew. In some cases children ask for 

documents to be translated - the evidence indicates that these requests are met with both 

positive and negative responses. Documentation provided at the time of arrest generally 

also includes handwritten information specific to that case written in Hebrew. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“During one of the interrogations the interrogator tried to recruit me. He told me 

when I am released he wanted me to get his phone number from a Facebook page 

and call him to tell him my whereabouts. He kept insisting that was all he wanted 

from me, and that it was not a big deal. He threatened if I did not call him he was 

going to put me under administrative detention for six months. He told me he had 

already revoked my father's work permit but promised to give it back to him if I agreed 

to call him once I'm released. Then he put his hand on my shoulder and told me not 

to be a fool and that everyone else is happy while I was rotting in prison - all I had 

to do was call him." 

 

A.A.N.Z. (17 years) – Al Jalazun refugee camp, West Bank – 21 June 2021 

 

“The interrogator was aggressive and spoke to me in a loud voice. He thumped the 

table and threatened to beat me. He told me I was never ever going to be issued a 

work permit. He questioned me for about one-and-a-half hours. I denied the 

accusation. At the end he asked me to sign a document written in Hebrew and told 

me it was in my interest to sign - so I signed." 

 

A.A.M.S. (17 years) – Beit Fajjar, West Bank – 2 January 2021 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=4DIAAFm1SIa1687074AJPcfhePaR7
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=RxZVjKXjQEa1676613A6fdNtR6J8m
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=PqydhOq2gYa1630965AU9SgZd0K0p
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=F970jXUghYa1669956AjM5FdgNOqz
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=72j9C4Ipnka1669005AX4DXswzzC8
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=oRI7vhvuQAa1670907AiaV4CAq7at
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=LxM3DKXLosa1660446Ae4mUgRTnVQ
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=tfXXOin9kra1614798Awz1guAVINK
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(xviii) Bail – In 97 percent of cases documented by MCW in 2021, children who were indicted 

in the military courts were denied bail and remanded in custody until the end of 

proceedings. By way of contrast, approximately 18 percent of children indicted in 

Israel’s civilian juvenile justice system are denied bail.19 The evidence indicates that 

children who are released on bail spend, on average, 53 days in prison prior to their 

release. 

 

(xix) Conviction rate – According to data obtained under a freedom of information 

application, 95 percent of children indicted in the military courts in 2015 were convicted. 

This compares with a conviction rate of 98 percent in 2014. At the time of writing MCW 

has been unable to obtain official data for 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 or 2021. In 

2021, MCW did not document any cases where the child was acquitted following a full 

evidentiary hearing.  

 

(xx) Administrative detention – In October 2015, the military authorities re-commenced 

issuing administrative detention orders for children following a four-year hiatus. The 

procedure provides for the detention of a person without charge or trial by order of a 

military commander. The UN Committee Against Torture has criticised the military’s 

use of this procedure which in certain circumstances can amount to cruel, inhuman or 

degrading treatment or punishment. In 2021 an average of 5.6 children were held in 

administrative detention at any given time - this compares with 2.1 in 2020. Some 

children are also threatened with administrative detention during interrogation.  

 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=fefvg6U0GLa931029AaCtJu925We
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=iz63ezSbG7a11412A1qkQJHcUuf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=KEoKFSZ431a1687074AN9akREDeBw
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(xxi) Education in prison - Education opportunities for Palestinian children inside IPS 

facilities remain limited. Where education is available, it is generally restricted to 

Arabic, Hebrew and mathematics, with a prohibition on teaching history, geography 

and the sciences based on “security considerations”. When education is available, it 

is insufficient to ensure the child’s smooth reintegration back into the Palestinian 

school system and children frequently drop-out of school upon their release.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I spent my time in Ofer prison [...] In prison I helped in the kitchen and was in 

charge of distributing food to the other prisoners. I also attended classes in Arabic, 

Hebrew and mathematics but I did not find the classes useful; they were at the level 

of first graders and I was in eleventh grade." 

 

Q.R.N.A. (15 years) – Ofer prison, West Bank – 24 October 2021 

 

“The interrogator removed the blindfold and the tie. He phoned my father and 

allowed me to speak to him. I told my father where I was and told him not to worry. 

Then the interrogator phoned a lawyer and allowed me to speak to him. The lawyer 

told me I was going to be given a six-month administrative detention order. I was 

terrified. The conversation lasted for about a minute and the interrogator was 

listening on speaker phone [...] I had two military court hearings. At the second one 

my lawyer told me I was going to be released the following day. Instead of releasing 

me they gave me a four-month administrative detention order." 

 

A.A.A.B. (17years) – Megiddo prison, Israel – 12 May 2021 

 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=rUpNbLwxQwa1687074A2VPxfqRs30
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=W6u5PwEFq7a1597680AXp0guR3HGm
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(xxii) Family visits in prison – Under IPS regulations children are entitled to a family visit (2 

persons) every 2 weeks of 45 minutes duration. Some family visits are denied on 

"security grounds" or because the bureaucracy for obtaining permits continues to take up 

to 2-3 months. In some cases parents only receive the permit to visit their child in prison 

after the child has been released.  In other cases children have no family visits or phone 

calls but do not know why. In some cases children ask their parents not to visit because 

they do not want to "trouble" them or "bother them" because it is a long-tiring trip." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(xxiii) Telephone communication in prison - Following the cancellation of family visits to 

prisons during the Covid-19 virus, most prisons introduced monitored telephones which 

children could use to contact their parents. Depending on the prison, phone 

communication is generally permitted every two weeks. However, this does vary from 

prison to prison and within each prison, for no obvious reason. One boy reports that the 

prison authorities told his parents to call back so that they would pay for the call. Some 

children continue to report having little or no telephone communication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Comparative graph - issues of concern (2013-2022) 

 

 

5.1 The following graph monitors progress across 13 issues of concern and is based on 1,002 

testimonies collected by MCW between 2013 and 2022 from multiple locations across the West 

Bank. Out of the 13 issues tracked in 2021, 10 issues (77 percent) recorded a deterioration 

compared with the long-term average (summons, night arrests, blindfolds, physical abuse, 

threats, verbal abuse, right to silence,  access to parents, Hebrew and strip-searched).20 Two 

issues recorded some improvement (floor transfer and access to lawyers) and one issue (hand-

ties) recorded no change. This graph is updated each month and is available on MCW’s website. 

 

“I was sentenced in a plea bargain to four-and-a-half months in prison [...] My 

parents did not visit me in prison because they are both sick with Diabetes. I managed 

to call home once from a telephone provided by the prison authorities." 

 

K.I.K.H. (17 years) – Ofer prison, West Bank– 13 January 2022 (release date) 

 

“I was sentenced in a plea bargain to three months in prison [...] I did not have any 

family visits because the permit to visit was issued after my release." 

 

A.F.M.D. (16 years) – Ofer prison, West Bank - 7 August 2021 

 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=F0C4VvkL5Sa1660446A4mtyoiGbNt
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=duDD51Y83Pa1596729Aks90KUjEhj
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=LO7YIpCMM0a1604337AB6zv00Lmtc
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=LO7YIpCMM0a1604337AB6zv00Lmtc
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=HkZ4KiPnbOa1668054AjViwBq5sIK
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=AW2ZgM9VCva1616700AazvjBccBcZ
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=B6Oi7HyFiEa1692780AdXt2vPnfEQ
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=DGe5EtbglLa1652838A1Xt79HMjJI
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=TSc3SRS81na1660446AU0yBUqoesr
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=Sv9I2XLYTda1657593A3oDAg2MBET
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=Nc95CU9j8ra1685172Aj4dWquLb2l
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=A2ekPRWs8ia626709Ax5YQaAwRjg
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=nAvHZzi6gLa621954Ao1LIH4NWx6
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=tN7GR30wlNa615297AiXQWeOb0HF
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=Ur4L6z7eH2a622905AbvKCAI9OMI
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=MlPgLY4w4Aa624807AKW1hD5lHE7
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=7xMbMmQQSha620052A2olRAs2nTy
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=Q5rM02dkMQa625758ARebQ07Nc2H
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=818HXZF4k6a628611AGWPsXn5vUN
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=sm7KJqQcSZa621003AEyLxLHuktQ
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=nsDKYismxxa619101ATlhZTDhMeI
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=WEtjjOkJSIa623856ArfICamsxWM
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=8htEzJcYdQa627660ACDM3VgM3TE
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=Ek7KJObg5da614346AaU3oN7QOsC
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=Ek7KJObg5da614346AaU3oN7QOsC
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=MmNuAkpGrsa613395AWw2bO0pT3K
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=7Qqx2OiAo2a1658544AliTTcfwrkG
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=PNpUCvSRzja1593876A9kMLXww70A
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6. Recent developments  

 

6.1 Formal investigation opened after International Criminal Court (ICC) finds jurisdiction - 

In March 2021, the Office of the Prosecutor of the ICC announced the opening of a formal 

investigation into the Situation in Palestine following a decision by the Court in February that it 

possessed territorial jurisdiction. The investigation will cover alleged war crimes committed by 

all parties since June 2014 and potentially includes: settlement construction; and the forcible 

transfer of prisoners, including children, from the West Bank. In June, Fatou Bensouda's nine-

year term as ICC prosecutor concluded and she was replaced by Karim Khan KC.  

 

6.2 Obstruction of justice at the ICC - Following the ICC's ruling on jurisdiction, Israeli media 

reported that "senior security officials said a number of ICC member states have agreed to give 

advance warning to Israel of any intent to arrest Israelis on their arrival in those countries or if a 

request for an arrest warrant is issued against them." Shortly afterwards, the governments of the 

UK, Germany, Canada and Australia (a non-exhaustive list) - all member states of the ICC - 

issued statements rejecting the ruling of the Court regarding jurisdiction over the 

Israeli\Palestinian conflict. Although not a party to the Rome Statute, the US under the Biden 

Administration also appears to be seeking to undermine the work and independence of the Court.  

 

6.3 UNICEF report: 9 years on - In 2013 UNICEF reviewed the treatment of children under Israeli 

military law and published a report concluding that “the ill-treatment of children appears to be 

widespread, systematic and institutionalized throughout the process”. UNICEF made 38 

recommendations and undertook to publish regular progress reports which it did in 2013 and 

2015. While both updates noted positive developments, UNICEF concluded that “reports of 

alleged ill-treatment have not significantly decreased”. MCW estimates that 1 out of 38 

recommendations (2.6 percent) has been substantially implemented and UNICEF's 2013 

conclusion remains valid in September 2022.  

 

6.4 US State Department’s annual report on human rights – In April 2022, the US State 

Department published its annual country report on human rights. The Report is mandated by 

Congress and documents human rights conditions in 200 countries. The Report again confirmed 

that Israel applies two legal systems in the West Bank depending on whether a person is 

Palestinian (military law), or an Israeli settler (civilian law). The Report also confirmed that 80 

percent of Palestinians arrested by Israel in the West Bank are detained in prisons inside Israel. 

This violates provisions in the Fourth Geneva Convention and Rome Statute of the International 

Criminal Court prohibiting the transfer of prisoners from occupied territory. 

 

6.5 UN Secretary-General’s Annual Report on Children in Armed Conflict – In July 2022, the 

UN released the Annual Report of the Secretary-General on Children and Armed Conflict. In 

relation to child detention, the report notes that: "The UN verified the detention of 637 

Palestinian children for alleged security offences by Israeli forces in the occupied West Bank" 

of which "75 percent reported physical violence." This year’s report again omits to mention that 

most Palestinian child detainees are transferred out of the West Bank and detained in prisons 

located in Israel in violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention. Although classified as a war 

crime, the Secretary-General's report has omitted to mention forcible transfer since 2014. 

 

https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=210303-prosecutor-statement-investigation-palestine
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/record.aspx?docNo=ICC-01/18-143
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1597
https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1598
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israel-to-brief-defense-officials-fearing-they-may-be-arrested-after-icc-ruling-1.9519039
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=I89cZDGcSCa1571052AZNoBZAo789
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2021-02-09/ty-article/german-foreign-minister-says-icc-has-no-jurisdiction-over-palestinian-territories/0000017f-e6ae-d62c-a1ff-feff1d430000
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2021/02/statement-by-minister-of-foreign-affairs-on-international-criminal-courts-decision-regarding-its-jurisdiction-over-west-bank-and-gaza.html
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/may/10/australian-government-tells-icc-it-should-not-investigate-alleged-war-crimes-in-palestine
https://www.timesofisrael.com/biden-officials-privately-pushed-abbas-to-shelve-icc-probe-against-israel/
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/UNICEF-%20Children%20In%20Israeli%20Military%20Detention%20-%202013.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/UNICEF%20BULLETIN%20No_1.PDF
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/Children%20in%20Israeli%20Military%20-%20Bulletin%20No_%202.pdf
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/israel-west-bank-and-gaza/west-bank-and-gaza/
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/ART/380-600083?OpenDocument
https://www.icc-cpi.int/resource-library/documents/rs-eng.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/resource-library/documents/rs-eng.pdf
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N22/344/71/PDF/N2234471.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2014/339&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC


 

 

Page 27 of 61 

27 

6.6 UK Lawyers’ report: 10 years on – In 2012 a delegation of UK lawyers reviewed the treatment 

of children under Israeli military law and published their findings and recommendations in a UK 

Foreign Office funded report. The report found undisputed evidence of violations under at least 

6 articles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and 2 articles under the Fourth Geneva 

Convention.21 In 2014 and 2016, follow-up missions by the delegation, which included Sir Keir 

Starmer MP, were cancelled due to a lack of co-operation by the Israeli authorities even though 

fully supported by the UK government. MCW estimates that 1 out of the report’s 40 

recommendations (2.5 percent) has been substantially implemented.22  

 

6.7 Israel's Supreme Court confirms only Palestinian homes can be entered without a warrant 

- In 2021, the Supreme Court gave a decision in a petition seeking to limit the military's power 

to enter Palestinian homes in the West Bank. Since 1967, Israeli military law has permitted 

Israeli soldiers to enter Palestinian homes, day or night, "if there may be reason to suspect that 

public order may be harmed". The petition sought to impose limitations by requiring the military 

to first obtain a warrant from a judge, unless urgency made this impracticable.   In dismissing 

the petition, the Court noted that a claim of discrimination due to the disparity between 

provisions relating to Palestinians and Israeli settlers was "beyond the scope of the petition". 

 

6.8 "Two Kids a Day" - A film by David Wachsmann - Jerusalem Film Festival (official 

selection) - Each year, over 700 Palestinian minors are arrested throughout the West 

Bank. UNICEF concluded that "the ill-treatment of children who come in contact with the 

system appears to be widespread, systematic and instutionalized throughout the process, from 

the moment of arrest until the child's prosecution and eventual conviction and sentencing." 

"TWO KIDS A DAY" presents the mechanism behind the Israeli detention of Palestinian 

minors, showing points of view of the parties contributing to the system, documentation from 

the interrogation rooms and the bereft homes of those, that lose their childhood. Trailer 

 

7. Forcible transfer and unlawful detention 

 

7.1 According to data released by the IPS, on average 67 percent of child detainees and 80 percent 

of adults continue to be forcibly transferred and detained inside Israel.23 Transferring "protected 

persons" including detainees out of occupied territory is prohibited by article 76 of the Fourth 

Geneva Convention and is classified as a war crime under article 8(2)(vii) of the Rome Statute 

of the International Criminal Court. The policy of transfer and/or unlawful detention, which 

commenced in 1967, currently affects between 335 and 670 children a year.24 

 

7.2 The policy of transfer has been challenged in Israel’s Supreme Court twice during the past 30 

years (Sejadia (1988) and Yesh Din (2010) cases). The petitions filed on behalf of the detainees 

were rejected on both occasions based on the primacy of Israeli domestic law over provisions of 

international law where the two are in direct conflict. However, this position is not maintainable 

under international law by virtue of article 27 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, 

reflecting customary international law (Lagrand Case).  

 

7.3 MCW has written to a number of diplomatic missions seeking information on each state’s 

position re transfer of children. While most responses (US/Australia excepted) acknowledge the 

applicable law, no state appears enthusiastic about enforcement or accountability in accordance 

with their own legal obligations as third-party states. 

http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org.uk/
https://members.parliament.uk/member/4514/contact
https://members.parliament.uk/member/4514/contact
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/CIMC%20Statement%20-%2016%2002%2016.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=4GVLpWJKY3a1576758AoH5xLhN7EA
https://vimeo.com/723697009
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/YESH%20DIN%20v%20ISRAEL%20(2009)%20-.pdf
https://legal.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/conventions/1_1_1969.pdf
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Request Date received Response 

US 28 November 2016 Donald A. Blome, US Consul General  

Norway 31 January 2017 Jon Hanssen-Bauer, Ambassador 

Canada  27 March 2018 Douglas Scott Proudfoot, Representative 

Australia 27 March 2018 Matthew Neuhaus, Special Adviser 

Netherlands 8 August 2018 Mauritz Verheijden, Charge d’Affaires 

EU 26 September 2018 Emanuele Giaufret, EU Ambassador 

UK 24 July 2019 Philip Hall, Consul General 

 

 

  

 MCW is still awaiting responses from Germany, Belgium, Sweden, France, Ireland, Spain and 

Denmark. 

 

7.4 Since the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court announced the opening of 

a preliminary examination into the situation in Palestine in January 2015, it is estimated that 

between 2,175 and 4,350 children have been forcibly transferred and/or unlawfully detained 

inside Israel.25  

 

 
 

 

7.5 While the government of Israel publicly rejects the de jure application of the Fourth Geneva 

Convention to the West Bank in relation to settlement construction, Military Order No. 3, which 

established the military courts on 7 June 1967, expressly relied on the Convention as the legal 

basis to do so, and as of September 2022, the military authorities continue to distribute a briefing 

paper at Ofer military court relying on the Convention to justify prosecuting Palestinian civilians, 

including children, in military courts.  

 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20US%20-%20DEC%202015(1).pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/Consul%20General%20Response%20Letter%20to%20Military%20Court%20Watch.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20NORWAY%20-%20DEC%202015(1).pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/NORWAY%20-%20ART%2076%20-RESPONSE.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20CANADA%20-%20DEC%202015.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/UNLAWFUL%20TRANSFER%20-%20CANADA%20REPLY.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20AUSTRALIA%20-%20DEC%202015(1).pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/AUSTRALIA%20Departmental%20response%20to%20Military%20Court%20Watch.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20NETHERLANDS%20(EMB)%20-%20DEC%202015.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/EMBASSY%20OF%20THE%20NETHERLANDS%20-%20ART%2076%20RESPONSE.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20EU%20-%20DEC%202015.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20EU%20RESPONSE.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20UK%20-%20DEC%202015.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/UK%20RESPONSE%20-%20ART%2076.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20GERMANY%20-%20DEC%202015.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20BELGIUM%20-%20DEC%202015.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20SWEDEN%20-%20DEC%202015.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20FRANCE%20-%20DEC%202015(1).pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20IRELAND%20-%20DEC%202015.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20SPAIN%20-%20DEC%202015.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/FORCIBLE%20TRANSFER%20-%20DENMARK%20-%20DEC%202015.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/palestine?in-en
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/DOC227.PDF
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/DOC227.PDF
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7.6 In 2013, UNICEF recommended that: “[I]n accordance with international law, all Palestinian 

children detained in the Israeli military detention system shall be held in facilities located in the 

occupied Palestinian territory.” Based on the data provided by the Israeli Prison Service this 

recommendation has been rejected, confirming that transfer continues to be a systematic policy.  

 

 

8. Unlawful discrimination 

 

8.1 Since 1967, Israel has exercised penal jurisdiction over both Palestinians and Israeli settlers 

living in the West Bank. Although Israeli military law technically applies to all individuals in 

the West Bank, in practice, the authorities apply civilian law to settlers and military law to 

Palestinians at the discretion of the prosecutor. The military law applied to Palestinians, 

including children, has fewer rights and protections than the civilian law applied to Israeli settlers 

living in the same territory. 

 

8.2 Under international law, no state is entitled to discriminate between those over whom it exercises 

penal jurisdiction on the basis of their race or nationality. The reasoning being that unequal or 

differential justice is not justice. It is on this basis that the UK Report recommended that: "Israel 

should not discriminate between those children over whom it exercises penal jurisdiction. 

Military law and public administration should deal with Palestinian children on an equal footing 

with Israeli children." 

 

8.3 In most conflict situations the issue of unlawful discrimination does not arise. However, in the 

context of Israel’s occupation of Palestinian territory, the issue of unlawful discrimination has 

arisen as a direct consequence of Israeli settlement activity in occupied territory. Whilst there is 

no serious dispute that Israel’s settlements are illegal, there is also no lawful justification upon 

which Israel can discriminate between persons over whom it exercises penal jurisdiction in the 

West Bank.  

 

8.4 Although Israel is not permitted to apply its civilian law to Palestinians in the West Bank on the 

grounds that this would be tantamount to unlawful annexation, the laws that are applied should 

contain rights and protections no less favourable than those applied to Israelis living in the 

settlements. Failure to do so violates the principle of non-discrimination.  

 

8.5 Some of the key differences between the two legal systems relating to children are included in 

the following table. The information includes changes introduced following the introduction of 

Military Order 1798 in April 2018. It is relevant to note that the primary time periods under the 

new amendments remain unchanged (with one exception) while the extension periods to the 

initial times have been reduced. This table should be read with reference to the Endnotes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/UNICEF-%20Children%20In%20Israeli%20Military%20Detention%20-%202013.pdf
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# Description Civilian law26 Military law 

1 Age of majority 18 yrs 16-18 yrs27 

2 
Prohibition against night-time 

interrogation. 
Yes28 No 

3 
Legal right to have a parent 

present during interrogation. 
Yes29 No 

4 

Maximum period of detention 

before being brought before a 

judge. 

12-13 yrs 12 hrs30 12-13 yrs 24 hrs31 

14-17 yrs 24 hrs32 
14-15 yrs 48 hrs33 

16-17 yrs 72 hrs34 

5 
Maximum period of detention 

without access to a lawyer 
48 hrs35 96 hrs36 

6 
Maximum period of detention 

prior to indictment. 
10 days37 15 days38 

7 

Maximum period of detention 

between indictment and 

conclusion of trial. 

6 months 9 months39 

 

 

 

9. Accountability 

 

9.1 In May 2022, the Israeli rights group Yesh Din released data on accountability arising out of 

alleged wrongdoing by Israeli soldiers against Palestinians in 2019-2020. According to the data 

the Military Advocate General’s Corps (MAG) received 273 complaints of alleged offences by 

soldiers against Palestinians or their property. In 144 cases (72 percent) complaints were closed 

with no criminal investigation. According to Yesh Din, the chance of a complaint leading to a 

prosecution is just 2 percent. Yesh Din also noted that there was a 26 percent decline in the 

number of criminal investigations opened compared with 2017/18. 

 

9.2 In May 2016, the Israeli rights group B'Tselem announced that after 25 years it would no longer 

submit complaints on behalf of Palestinians using the military's complaint mechanisms due to a 

lack of confidence in the system's ability to provide accountability. During the course of 25 

years, B’Tselem submitted 739 complaints in which it was alleged that soldiers killed, injured 

or beat Palestinians, used them as human shields or damaged their property. In 2 percent of 

these cases a soldier was disciplined.  

 

 

10. A link between child detention and illegal settlements 

 

10.1 As in previous years the evidence collected by MCW suggests a strong geographic link between 

illegal Israeli settlements in the West Bank and the detention of Palestinian minors living in close 

proximity by the military. Out of 100 testimonies collected by MCW in 2021, 95 percent of the 

children lived, on average, within 900 metres of a West Bank settlement (or associated 

infrastructure) built in violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention - the same Convention relied 

on by the military authorities to justify prosecuting the same children in military courts. In the 

remaining 5 percent of cases the children were detained in close proximity to the Wall, military 

checkpoints or in Area A. 

 

https://s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/files.yesh-din.org/דף+נתונים+מצח+2022/YeshDin+-+Data+2.22+-+English_01.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/DOC227.PDF
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10.2 Many settlements also play a key logistical role in the detention of children, acting as staging 

posts for military raids on Palestinian villages, hosting military bases, checkpoints, police 

stations, interrogation centres and prisons. These settlements and military bases include: Al Ram,  

Atarot, Bet El, Binyamin, Bitar Illit, Dotan, Etzion, Huwwara, Karmi Zur, Kedumim, Kiryat 

Arba, Modin Illit, Ofer, Salem, Shave Shomron and Zatara. 

 

 

11. Recommendations 

 

11.1 MCW continues to advocate for the effective implementation of six non-severable 

recommendations. The recommendations, and progress in their implementation, are presented 
in the following table. 

 

 
# Recommendation Comments 

1 

Children should only be arrested during 

daylight hours except in rare and 

exceptional circumstances. In all other 

cases summonses should be used. 

 

In 2021, 59 percent of children reported being 

arrested at night. Summonses in lieu of night 

arrests were used in 2 percent of cases. 

 

2 

All children, and their legal guardians, 

should be provided on arrest with a 

written statement in Arabic informing 

them of their full legal rights in custody. 

 

In 2021, a form was distributed in 53 percent 

of cases where children were arrested from 

home but this form does not include 

information about the child’s legal rights while 

in custody. 

 

3 
All children must consult with a lawyer of 

their choice prior to questioning. 

 

In 2021, 24 percent of children reported being 

permitted to consult with a lawyer prior to their 

interrogation in accordance with their right 

under military law. 

 

4 

All children must be accompanied by a 

family member throughout their 

questioning. 

 

In 2021, no children reported being 

accompanied by a parent during interrogation 

in accordance with a discretion permitted 

under military law. 

 

5 

Every interrogation must be audio-

visually recorded and a copy of the tape 

must be provided to the defence prior to 

the first hearing. 

 

In 2021 there was no requirement for audio-

visual recording of interrogations in “security 

offences” involving minors in the West Bank. 

In no cases are tapes of interrogations being 

provided to defence counsel prior to the first 

hearing. 

 

6 

Breach of any of these recommendations 

should result in the discontinuation of the 

prosecution and the child’s immediate 

release. 

 

While some military judges have been critical 

of the manner in which children are arrested 

and interrogated this does not automatically 

result in the dismissal of proceedings – a step 

that is probably essential in order to ensure 

compliance with existing military regulations. 

 

 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=fFEOANMNmfa1627161Ake2nEYebBP
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=NahEnYOW1fa1617651ALjMfhCzDHj
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=G3MWgb4lSSa1622406AlHxcoJZcVD
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=wCSqoKpAlma1573905AHpZMgnKsEW
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=QKRKBj0TOXa1641426AYR4YlVaAwZ
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=HRI5m9FcOHa1610043A4kd99fhcSv
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=H5xy2TFLVka1604337A03fBtELhf3
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=g7K4FoNDj5a1675662A10ljd2p4ul
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=tzWdx8EQHMa1557738Aslgfv6eHk0
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=SjNMqz1Arqa1588170AUnyFx4dkQu
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=4rBcHB8MzHa1614798Aov0i5Hre64
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=4rBcHB8MzHa1614798Aov0i5Hre64
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=AEdwHzK1hNa1680417AdvVZFoTsLN
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=jFsAdgf6J3a1578660A4l5CZwcstS
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=e85kjgGZDba1600533AB4DihtADmp
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=puE2weTNMRa1678515AS3vyKhXk9b
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=WJaeWFMubea1659495AbLw2rEweUS
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=PtHANREtbka957657AHJUYuKG7DD
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ANNEXURE A 

TESTIMONIAL EVIDENCE - 

12 TESTIMONIES  

(January - December 2021) 

 

 

Testimony 1 - January 

 

Name: M.A.A.D. 

Age: 17 

Date: 8 January 2021 

Location: Qabatiya, West Bank 

Accusation: Throwing stones  

 

On 8 January 2021, a 17-year-old minor from Qabatiya was arrested from home by Israeli soldiers 

at 5:30 a.m. He reports being held at Al Jalama interrogation centre in solitary confinement for 

16 days.  

 

I was arrested at around 5:30 a.m. Israeli soldiers raided our home accompanied by special forces. I woke 

up to the sound of the soldiers talking. One of them told me to hand over the weapons and then they 

started to search our house. They pulled out the tiles in the bathroom, broke wardrobes and cupboards. 

They did not find anything.  

  

During the search some soldiers had an argument with my older brother which ended up getting physical. 

They beat my brother up so hard that they had to take him away in an Ambulance. We were worried 

about him.   

  

Later the commander told me I was under arrest. One of the soldiers tied my hands behind my back with 

two plastic ties on top of each other. The ties were not painful. Then they took me outside. They did not 

give us any documents. Once outside the soldiers led me for about 30 minutes to where the military 

jeeps where waiting. The commander made sure that the soldiers did not beat me up.  

  

When we arrived at the military jeeps I was put on the metal floor of one of them. They brought in a 

service dog into the back of the jeep and then blindfolded me. Then they drove me to the nearby 

settlement of Dotan. At the settlement I was taken to a shipping container where I was given a medical 

examination. During the examination they removed the ties and the blindfold. Then I was taken to Al 

Jalama interrogation centre, inside Israel, where I was left in a small cell in solitary confinement for 16 

days.  

  

The cell measured about 1.5 x 1.5 meters and did not have any windows. It had an air conditioning unit 

which blew cold air the whole time. The inside walls were rough and depressing. They sometimes left 

the light on, other times they turned it off. I had no idea whether it was day or night. During this time I 

did not sleep well and my morale was weak. I was interrogated once a day, five days a week. 

  

The first interrogation was on the second day. The interrogator was in civilian clothes. As far as I could 

tell he did not record the interrogation. He did not allow me to speak to a lawyer but handed me a piece 

of paper with my rights written on it, including my right to silence. I read the document.  
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Then he accused me of throwing stones and wanted to know the names of the others who threw stones 

with me. I denied the accusation and did not give him any names. He was aggressive and thumped the 

table many times. He raised his voice at me and threatened to arrest my family members if I did not 

confess. He questioned me on and off for about two hours and claimed my friends had confessed against 

me. At the end he asked me to sign a document written in Arabic. I read the documents and then I signed. 

Then I was taken back to the cell. 

  

The following interrogations were similar. I was not informed of my right to silence again and did not 

speak to a lawyer until after a week of daily interrogations. After a week I spoke to a lawyer who told 

me not to confess and not to say much. He also told me he would see me in court. The interrogations 

lasted for about an hour each. During one of them, the interrogator threatened that if I did not confess 

he would paralyze my older brother who was also in custody. On three occasions I was asked to sign 

documents written in Arabic. 

  

My first military court hearing was a week after my arrest. It was conducted via zoom and my older 

brother attended. I attended about 20 military court hearings. At the last one, which was on 8 June 2021, 

I was sentenced in a plea bargain to nine months in prison and fined NIS 3,000. I was also given a 

suspended sentence of one year suspended for three years. I accepted the plea bargain because I was told 

I would be facing a much longer prison sentence if I rejected it. 

  

After spending 16 days in solitary confinement I was taken to a cell with collaborators. They tried to get 

information from me and I became very suspicious of them. They also gave me false information about 

my family. One of them told me my mother was sick with COVID and was taken to hospital in a serious 

condition. I was worried. 

  

I spent 22 days in the cell with collaborators and then I was transferred to the quarantine section at 

Megiddo prison, also in Israel. I spent 14 days in quarantine with other detainees and then I was 

transferred to the minors’ section. I was later transferred to a prison in the Negev, inside Israel, where I 

was released from. 

  

I was released on 17 August 2021, and went home with my brother. I arrived home in the evening. In 

prison I exercised and played table tennis and chatted to the other prisoners to pass the time. I also 

attended classes in Arabic, Hebrew and mathematics. I did not have any family visits but when I was 

still a minor I was allowed to call home twice a month from a monitored telephone provided by the 

prison authorities. I dropped out of school but I want to study by myself and sit for the final high school 

exams.  

 

 

 

 

[This testimony was produced with the financial support of the German Federal Foreign Office. Its contents are the 

sole responsibility of Military Court Watch] 
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Testimony 2 - February  

 

Name: S.H.S.Y. 

Age: 15 

Date: 14 February 2021 

Location: Al Araqa, West Bank 

Accusation: Throwing stones 

 

On 14 February 2021, a 15-year-old minor from Al Araqa was arrested by Israeli soldiers from 

home at 2:00 a.m. He reports being interrogated several times without being informed of his full 

legal rights prior to each interrogation.  

 

I was arrested from home at around 2:00 a.m. I was asleep when my mother woke me up to tell me my 

grandfather had died. Then we heard loud banging at our front door. My mother opened the door and 

three Israeli soldiers and a commander entered our home.  

  

The commander told my mother there was a charge sheet against me and that I was accused of cutting 

the fence and throwing stones. My father was not at home at the time as he was with my grandfather. 

The soldiers gave us a document filled out in Hebrew about my arrest and they asked my uncle to sign 

it which he did.  

  

Then I was taken outside where my hands were tied to the front with two plastic ties on top of each other. 

They were tight and painful. They also blindfolded me and then led me about 200 meters to where the 

military jeeps were waiting. They took me to the back of a jeep where I sat on a seat. Inside the jeep a 

soldier shone a laser light into my eyes. When I told him to stop he slapped me on the neck. 

  

I was taken to Salem checkpoint where I was left outdoors in the cold weather for a few minutes. Then 

I was taken inside where the air conditioner was turned on cold. This was meant as a punishment because 

I put my feet on the table. Then other soldiers came in and one of them puffed cigarette smoke in my 

face and another swung his pocket knife over my head to scare me. Then he pulled out another pocket 

knife and started to sharpen the two against each other. A female soldier cocked her gun right over my 

head which terrified me. They did not allow me to fall asleep. 

  

I was left in that room until around 7:00 a.m. when I was taken to a troop carrier which took me to Ofer 

for interrogation. I was taken to an interrogation room at around 4:00 p.m.  

  

There was an interrogator and an interpreter in the room. The interpreter removed the ties and the 

blindfold. He told me they knew everything about me. I told him if they knew everything why was I 

there. He got angry and pushed me on the chair aggressively and told me I had to confess to all the 

accusations. 

  

Then he phoned a lawyer and allowed me to speak to him. The lawyer told me to confess. The 

interrogator was listening to the conversation that lasted about a minute. The interrogator did not inform 

me of my right to silence and started to question me.  
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The interrogator accused me of throwing stones at a checkpoint. When I denied the accusation, he banged 

the table aggressively and showed me photographs and video footage of clashes at the checkpoint. I was 

questioned for about three hours and in the end I confessed.  

  

After I confessed the interrogator told me to sign a document written in both Hebrew and Arabic. I signed 

it after reading it. Then I was taken to the quarantine section at Megiddo prison, inside Israel, where I 

spent seven days. During this time, I had my first military court hearing. My detention was extended. 

My parents did not attend the hearing because they were not informed.  

  

After my first court hearing I had another interrogation. This time I did not speak to a lawyer and was 

not informed of my right to silence. The interrogator showed me more video footage of boys throwing 

stones at settlers. He accused me of taking part but I denied it. He questioned me for about 30 minutes 

and did not ask me to sign any documents.  

  

On 22 February 2021, I had another military court hearing in which I accepted a plea bargain. I was 

convicted of throwing stones and sentenced to time already served and fined NIS 1,000. I was also given 

a suspended sentence of three months valid for two years. I accepted the plea bargain because I wanted 

to go home. 

  

I was released at Al Jalama checkpoint on 22 February 2021. My father was at his parent’s house 

following the death of my grandfather. I called him and he came and picked me up. I arrived home at 

around 5:30 p.m. 

  

 

 

 

[This testimony was produced with the financial support of the German Federal Foreign Office. Its contents are the 

sole responsibility of Military Court Watch] 
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Testimony 3 - March 

 

Name: M.A.M.W. 

Age: 16 

Date: 17 March 2021 

Location: Kafr Ni'meh, West Bank 

Accusation: Throwing stones 

 

On 17 March 2021, a 16-year-old minor from Kafr Ni'meh was arrested after reporting to an 

Israeli police station in the West Bank as ordered. He reports spending 29 days in solitary 

confinement in Al Mascobiyyeh interrogation centre in Jerusalem.  

 

I was not home when Israeli soldiers blew off our front door at 3:00 a.m. They asked my parents for me 

and then took my two younger brothers (aged 8 years and 12 years) to my aunt’s house nearby. Then 

they searched our house. Then they went to my uncle’s house asking for me and checked my name 

against my cousin’s name. Then they went back to our house and gave my parents a verbal summons 

ordering that I go to the police station for questioning.  

  

Two days later an Israeli intelligence officer rang my father and told him if I did not turn myself in they 

were going to kill a family member and destroy our home. He also told him they would come and arrest 

me at night. My father was terrified and decided to accompany me to the police station.  

  

We went to Ni'lin police station on 17 March 2021. We arrived at the checkpoint at around 9:00 a.m. 

and then a military jeep took me and my father to the police station.  

  

At the police station I was handcuffed to the front with metal handcuffs which were tight and painful. I 

was also shackled. Then my father and I were taken to the interrogation room. The interrogator asked 

my father if he wanted to appoint a lawyer. He told him he did. Then he phoned my aunt, who is a 

lawyer, but she did not answer. Then he phoned another lawyer. The lawyer told me not to be scared 

and that I had the right to remain silent. He also told me to take care of myself. The interrogator was 

listening to the conversation which lasted about three minutes. 

  

Then the interrogator asked my father to leave and told him a military vehicle was going to take him 

back. He did not allow me to say goodbye to him. Then the interrogator told me I had the right to remain 

silent and said not to worry because he was not going to hurt me.  

  

The interrogator accused me of throwing stones at a roundabout on a road used by settlers. When I denied 

the accusation, he yelled at me and told me I was a liar. Then he tightened the handcuffs and refused to 

give me some water and refused to allow me to use the toilet. Then he threatened to lock me up in a 

small cell in solitary confinement if I did not confess. Then he noticed a scar on my head where I had 

had a head surgery when I was young and he banged my head against a metal cabinet. I told him I had 

head surgery and threatened to report him. There was a camera in the room and later I found out 

everything was filmed and the tape was given to my lawyer. 

  

He questioned me for about two-and-a-half hours and told me my friends had confessed against me. He 

wanted to know why I threw stones at innocent people and claimed I had threatened their lives. In the 
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end he gave me a document written in three languages: Arabic, Hebrew and English and asked me to 

sign it. I refused to sign because he did not give me enough time to read it. 

  

Then the interrogator apologised for hurting me and justified it by saying it was his job. He then told me 

he was paid NIS 27,000 a month to do this job. Then he asked me which prison I would prefer to go to.  

  

After the interrogation he took me outside and started to joke with me. Then he named some of my 

friends and then warned me about one of them and said he was not a good person. Then he asked me if 

I wanted to be with my friends at Ofer prison. Then, instead of taking me to Ofer I was taken to Al 

Mascobiyyeh police station in Jerusalem. At the police station I was strip searched before being taken 

to a small cell where I spent 29 days in solitary confinement. 

  

The cell measured about 3 x 3 meters and did not have any windows. A light was left on 24 hours. I did 

not know day from night, but when I occasionally asked the guards for the time they told me. I could 

not sleep and I thought of my family the whole time, especially my younger brothers whom I missed. I 

was psychologically distressed. They sometimes brought in a detainee for a couple of hours until they 

found another place for them, but most of the time I was by myself.  

  

My first military court hearing was on 18 March 2021. It was on zoom and my mother attended. I had 

about 12 military court hearings. My lawyer who saw the interrogation tape wanted to cross examine 

the interrogator who was seen banging my head against the metal cabinet. He was also seen threatening 

me. The interrogator never showed up in court.  

  

At the last hearing, which was on 19 November 2021, I was sentenced in a plea bargain to 10 months in 

prison and fined NIS 2,000. I was also given another 18 months in prison suspended for five years. My 

lawyer advised me to accept the plea bargain and told me the alternative was two years in prison. This 

sentence was based on a report by a social worker who told the court I needed to be home because of 

my head injury and in order to go back to school.  

  

After spending 29 days in solitary confinement I was transferred to Ofer prison. I was strip searched and 

then I was taken to the minors’ section. In prison I was in charge of the ward and I kept it clean and tidy 

and distributed food to the other boys. This kept me busy and involved. I cleaned the courtyard and 

attended classes in Arabic, Hebrew and mathematics. I missed my final high school exams. I don’t want 

to repeat my class, instead I want to work at a garage painting cars. 

  

I was released at Ofer on 6 December 2021 and I went home with my father, my brothers and my friends 

who were all waiting for me outside Ofer. I arrived home at around midnight. 

  

In prison I had four family visits and I called home from a telephone provided by the prison authorities 

twice a month. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Page 38 of 61 

38 

Testimony 4 - April 

 

Name: M.H.M.Z. 

Age: 16 

Date: 7 April, 2021 

Location: Beit Ummar, West Bank 

Accusation: Throwing pipe bombs 

On 7 April 2021, a 16-year-old minor from Beit Ummar was arrested by Israeli soldiers at 1:30 

a.m. He reports being informed of his right to silence and consulting with a lawyer. He also reports 

being held in solitary confinement for 18 days.  

I had a painful back injury which was keeping me awake.  At around 1:30 a.m. I heard banging and 

heavy footsteps. I looked out the window and saw about 30 Israeli soldiers running towards our house. 

They banged the door downstairs and told my father he had five seconds to open or else they were going 

to break it open. My father rushed downstairs and opened the door. 

  

About 15 soldiers entered our home and asked my father for our names. When he mentioned my name, 

the commander told him I was under arrest. Four soldiers followed me upstairs to my bedroom and 

searched it. They found a yellow T-shirt and a pair of boots and took them. Then they took me 

downstairs. They did not give us any documents.   

  

I barely had time to say good bye to my family before the soldiers took me outside where they tied my 

hands to the front with two plastic ties on top of each other. The ties were very tight and painful. Then 

they blindfolded me and made me sit outside the front door for about one-and-a-half hours while the 

soldiers remained inside the house doing nothing. 

  

After about one-and-a-half hours a police car pulled up and a policeman asked me to hand over my 

mobile phone. When I told him I did not have it on me he went inside and took the phone from my nine-

year-old sister who had hidden it under her pajamas. The policeman took the telephone and left. 

  

After the policeman left the soldiers walked me towards the military watchtower at the entrance to my 

village and left me there for about an hour. Then I was taken to the back of a troop carrier. A soldier 

beat me on the back with the butt of his gun. When I sat on a seat a soldier banged my head against the 

window. 

  

The troop carrier drove to the nearby settlement of Karmi Zur where they dropped soldiers off and then 

continued on to the police station in Etzion settlement. We arrived at Etzion at around 4:00 a.m. I was 

left outside a clinic for about 30 minutes and then I was given a medical examination. The doctor asked 

me whether I had been beaten up by soldiers and I told him I had. Then he gave me a medical report to 

sign and I saw he had circled the wrong answer to the question about physical abuse. I told him I was 

not going to sign it until he corrected the answer. He then circled the other answer and I crossed the first 

one to make sure it was clear I was subjected to physical abuse. At around 6:30 a.m. I was taken for 

interrogation. 

  

The interrogator removed the ties and the blindfold and handed me a telephone to speak to a lawyer. He 

turned the speaker on and was listening. The lawyer told me I had the right to remain silent and then the 
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line was cut off. Then, without informing me of my right to silence, the interrogator accused me of 

making pipe bombs and throwing them at soldiers.  Then he claimed he had video footage of the incident 

and then played it for me. The footage showed a boy doing nothing but wearing an identical T-shirt to 

mine. I denied the accusation and told him the boy was not me. 

  

I was interrogated non-stop from around 6:30 a.m. until around 4:30 p.m. and I continued to deny the 

accusation. The interrogator was aggressive and raised his voice at me and verbally abused me. He 

questioned me about things that had nothing to do with the accusation. He wanted to get information 

from me about people from my village. I told him I did not know anyone and did not interfere in other 

peoples’ business. He also told me my friends had confessed against me but I continued to deny the 

accusation. Then he threatened to arrest my parents and brother. I later found out he had summoned my 

older brother and questioned him about me for about eight hours before he released him. He told my 

brother he was willing to issue my mother a permit to go for medical treatment in Israel if he cooperated 

with him. 

 

Towards the end I was exhausted as I had not slept at all and was not given anything to eat.  The 

interrogator did not ask me to sign any documents. After the interrogation I was strip searched before 

being taken to a cell. I was left in the cell in solitary confinement for 18 days. During this time, I was 

interrogated 11 times by four interrogators.  

  

Before each interrogation session I asked to speak to a lawyer. The lawyer told me to stick to my position. 

The interrogators never informed me of my right to silence. Each round lasted for about 2-3 hours. 

During this time, I lost about 10 kg of my weight. I was not shown any documents to sign except on the 

last interrogation when I refused to sign a document written in Hebrew. 

  

My first military court hearing was a day after I was arrested. It was conducted via video link. My parents 

did not attend. In all I had about 20 military court hearings and at the last one, which was on the day 

when I was released, I was sentenced in a plea bargain. The court was satisfied with the time I had 

already spent in prison for lack of evidence. By then I had spent three months in prison. My parents were 

fined NIS 2,000. I was also given a suspended sentence of eight months suspended for three years. Part 

of this suspended sentence was from a previous arrest. I accepted the plea bargain because I was 

desperate to go home.  

  

After 18 days in solitary confinement I was transferred to the quarantine section at Megiddo prison, 

inside Israel. I was strip searched and I spent 10 days there before being transferred to the juvenile 

section. I was released at Salem checkpoint on 16 June 2021 and I took a taxi to Huwwara because I was 

released before my parents arrived. I met my parents at Huwwara and we all arrived home at around 

9:00 p.m. In prison I cooked and I played table tennis. I did not have any family visits.   

 

 

  

 

[This testimony was produced with the financial support of the German Federal Foreign Office. Its contents are the 

sole responsibility of Military Court Watch] 
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Testimony 5 - May 

 

Name: A.I.M.H. 

Age: 12 
Date: 17 May 2021 

Location: Tulkarem, West Bank 

Accusation: Throwing stones 

On 17 May 2021, a 12-year-old minor from Tulkarem was arrested by Israeli soldiers during 

clashes near his village at 9:00 p.m. He reports speaking to a lawyer on the phone prior to 

interrogation but not being informed of his right to silence.   

I was watching clashes between Palestinians and Israeli soldiers when I was ambushed by a soldier. It 

was around 9:00 p.m. He pushed me to the ground and then another soldier came. He tied my hands to 

the back with two plastic ties on top of each other. The ties were tight and painful and left marks on my 

wrists for days. Then he blindfolded me and left me on the ground. The soldiers did not beat me and did 

not swear at me. 

  

After a while they led me to a place I did not know and made me crouch for about two hours. I was tired 

and uncomfortable. Then I was taken to a military watchtower where I was given a quick medical 

examination after which I was taken to a troop carrier where I sat on a seat.  

  

I think they took me to a place inside Israel. I was taken to a small room together with another boy who 

was arrested with me. They brought me some baked beans and I ate but I could not sleep. I was cold and 

there were lots of mosquitos. At around 11:00 a.m. the following day I was taken for interrogation. 

  

The interrogator was in civilian clothes. He phoned a lawyer for me and I spoke to him. The lawyer told 

me not to be afraid and that I was going to be sent home soon. The interrogator was in another room 

while I spoke to the lawyer.  

  

Then the interrogator started to question me without informing me of my right to silence. He had a voice 

recorder on his desk. The interrogator asked me who was with me in the area where I was arrested and 

wanted to know why I threw stones. I told him I did not throw stones. Then he became angry and 

thumped the table aggressively. Then he told me he was going to keep me in prison if I did not confess.  

  

He questioned me for about an hour and I did not confess. At the end of the interrogation he asked me 

to sign a document written in both Hebrew and Arabic. I don’t think I read it but I signed it. 

  

Then, at around 7:00 p.m., my father came and paid NIS 1,500. Then they took my photograph and 

fingerprints and I went home with my father. We arrived home at around 9:00 p.m.   

 

 

  

[This testimony was produced with the financial support of the German Federal Foreign Office. Its contents are the 

sole responsibility of Military Court Watch] 
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Testimony 6 - June 

 

Name: Q.K.M.A. 

Age: 15 

Date: 1 June 2021 

Location: Beit Ummar, West Bank 

Accusation: Throwing stones 

 

On 1 June 2021, a 15-year-old minor from Beit Ummar was questioned at Etzion police station 

following a telephone summons from an Israeli intelligence officer. He was held for 5 hours and 

questioned without legal rights before being released without charge. 

 

"Captain Khaled", the Israeli intelligence officer in charge of my village, phoned my father a day before 

my arrest and told him to bring me to his office in Etzion settlement. It was around 4:00 p.m. He told 

my father he would "regret it" if he did not bring me to his office and that our home would be raided and 

damaged if he did not bring me.  

  

The next morning I went with my father to the police station in Etzion settlement at 9:00 a.m. "Captain 

Khaled" and "Captain Hamza" came to the gate where we were waiting and started to question me. I 

was not informed of any legal rights. "Captain Khaled" accused me of throwing stones on Route 60. I 

denied the accusation. He threatened to revoke my father’s and my cousins’ work permits if I did not 

stop throwing stones. He talked to me for about 30 minutes without allowing me to speak to a lawyer 

and without informing me of my right to silence. Then he told my father to wait by the gate and I was 

taken inside.  

  

"Captain Khaled" took me to a room where another interrogator joined him. Then he started to yell at 

me. He raised his hand up as if he was going to slap me and told me not to look him in the eye. Then he 

accused me of throwing stones every day at the nearby settlement of Karmi Zur and on Route 60. I 

denied the accusation. He told me he had photographic evidence against me and video footage. I 

continued to deny the accusation. I still was not informed of any legal rights.  

  

Then he took me to another small room and left me there for about two hours with another detainee from 

my village. Then he came back and threatened again to raid our home and destroy it if I did not stop 

throwing stones. He also threatened to beat me to death if I did not change my behavior. I denied the 

accusation and told him he did not have any evidence against me otherwise he was welcome to arrest 

me at home.  

  

After about two hours he took a photo of my face and another one of my shirt and then took me back to 

the gate without asking me to sign any documents. He told my father he could take me home. My father 

and I took a taxi home, we arrived at around 2:00 p.m.  

 

 

  

[This testimony was produced with the financial support of the German Federal Foreign Office. Its contents are the 

sole responsibility of Military Court Watch] 
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Testimony 7 - July 

 

Name: A.J.A.F. 

Age: 17 

Date: 31 July 2020 

Location: Tubas, West Bank 

Accusation: Throwing stones 

 

On 31 July 2021, a 17-year-old minor from Tubas was arrested by Israeli soldiers at a military 

checkpoint at 4:00 p.m. He reports being denied his legal rights and being held in solitary 

confinement for 7 days in Ofer prison.    

 

I was at Tayaseer military checkpoint when I was approached by an Israeli military jeep. It was around 

4:00 p.m. About six soldiers got out of the jeep and grabbed me. They swore at me and started to kick 

me. Then one of the soldiers tied my hands to the front with two plastic ties: one around my wrists and 

another higher up near my elbows. The ties were very tight and painful. Then I was blindfolded and 

made me sit by the jeep for about an hour.  

  

After an hour they took me to the back of the jeep and made me sit on the metal floor. I felt claustrophobic 

inside the small jeep. The jeep drove to the police station in Etzion settlement where I was left in a room, 

tied and blindfolded until around noon the following day. The soldiers who guarded me did not allow 

me to sleep and woke me up when I nodded off. I was not given any food or drink. At around 12:00 p.m. 

on 1 August I was taken for interrogation. 

  

The interrogator removed the blindfold and the ties and shackled my feet. He did not allow me to speak 

to a lawyer and did not inform me of my right to remain silent. He showed me images of boys throwing 

stones at soldiers and accused me of taking part.  When I denied the accusation, he swore at god and told 

me a soldier had seen me throwing stones at soldiers. He told me if I confessed he would send me home, 

he promised he would.  

  

He questioned me for bout 30 minutes and swore the whole time. At one point he blindfolded me again 

because I refused to confess. At the end of the interrogation he asked me to sign a document written in 

Hebrew and I did. Then I was given a COVID test and they took a DNA sample from my mouth. 

Afterwards I was strip searched and taken to a cell with other boys.  

  

I spent two days at Etzion and then I was taken to Ofer prison where I spent seven days in solitary 

confinement. Then they brought in another boy and I spent another five days there. The seven days were 

very hard. I was treated like a dog. They gave me dry bread and threw the food on the floor. I lost interest 

in life and was desperate to get out. About a week after my arrest I had a military court hearing via zoom. 

My mother attended and the military judge extended my detention.  

  

Then, after spending 12 days at Ofer I was taken to Ramla prison, inside Israel, where I had another 

interrogation. This time I was asked strange questions. The interrogator asked me what I knew about 

Hamas and whether they were strong in the West Bank. The interrogator also asked me about Jihad 

Islami and whether they had lots of followers in the West Bank. I told him I knew nothing. The 

interrogator did not allow me to speak to a lawyer and did not inform me of my right to silence.  
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In all I had four military court hearings and at the last one I was sentenced in a plea bargain to two 

months in prison and fined NIS 2,000. I was also told I was banned from entering Israel or Jerusalem 

and from crossing any checkpoint.  

  

I spent two days at Ramla prison and then I was transferred to the quarantine section at Ofer where I 

spent 14 days. Then I was transferred to section 13 where I spent the rest of my prison sentence. In prison 

I played table tennis and chatted to the other prisoners. I did not have any family visits. 

  

I was released from Ofer on 20 September 2021 and I went home with my parents and cousins. We 

arrived home at midnight.  
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Testimony 8 - August 

 

Name: A.M.A.M. 

Age: 17 

Date: 9 August 2021 

Location: Beita, West Bank 

Accusation: Throwing stones 

 

On 9 August 2021, a 17-year-old minor from Beita was arrested by Israeli soldiers at 5:00 a.m. 

from home. He reports being held in solitary confinement at Huwwara military base for nine days 

during interrogation.  

  

I woke up at around 5:00 a.m. to the sound of Israeli soldiers in my bedroom. About 10 soldiers were in 

my bedroom and many others were spread out around our house. They had climbed up the balcony, 

opened the window to my brother’s bedroom and told him to open up the front door. I was shocked as I 

tried to comprehend what was going on. 

  

One of the soldiers told me to get ready because I was under arrest. They did not give my parents any 

documents and did not tell us why they wanted to arrest me. Within 10 minutes I was taken to the front 

porch where a soldier tied my hands behind my back with three plastic ties: one on each wrist and another 

connecting the two. The ties were tight and painful.  

  

After I was tied the soldiers took me outside and led me for about a kilometer to where a military jeep 

was waiting. When my parents could no longer see me, the soldiers started to kick and slap me. When 

we arrived at the jeep a soldier blindfolded me and pushed me into the back and made me sit on the 

metal floor between the soldiers’ legs. 

  

Inside the jeep a soldier hit me on the head and broke my glasses. I was taken to Zatara checkpoint where 

I was left by a shipping container for about two hours. The soldiers who were nearby swore at me. I 

asked for some water and a soldier gave me some. After a couple of hours I was taken to Huwwara 

military base where I was searched in my boxer shorts. Then I was taken to a clinic inside Israel where 

I was given a Corona test because I was coughing.  When I tested negative I was taken back to Huwwara. 

  

At Huwwara I was put in a cell where I was left in solitary confinement for nine days. The cell measured 

about 3 x 3 meters and had three metal bunkbeds. There was a window which let in some light. The 

walls were rough and painted black. The toilet was in the room. I was depressed in the cell and I was 

psychologically distressed. The following day I was taken to Salem for an interrogation. 

  

The interrogator did not allow me to speak to a lawyer but told me I had the right to remain silent. He 

accused me of throwing stones at soldiers and told me two of my friends had confessed against me. He 

named my friends and I denied the accusation. He questioned me for about 45 minutes and was calm. 

He gave me the date of the incident which took place on a hill near my village. He did not show me any 

photographs or videos. At the end of the interrogation he asked me to sign a document written in Hebrew. 

I asked for a translation which he provided, and then I signed it after reading. After the interrogation I 

was taken back to solitary confinement. 

  



 

 

Page 45 of 61 

45 

The following day I had my first military court hearing. I was taken to Salem. My parents were not 

informed and they did not attend. The military judge refused to release me on bail and extended my 

detention.  

  

After spending nine days in solitary confinement I was taken to the quarantine section at Megiddo prison, 

inside Israel, where I was searched in my clothes. I spent nine more days in a cell by myself.  

  

I had three more hearings and at the last one, which was 17 days following my arrest, I was sentenced 

in a plea bargain to two months in prison and fined NIS 1,000. I was also given a suspended sentence. I 

thought the plea bargain was good because the prosecutor was asking for eight months in prison.  

  

After spending nine days at the quarantine section I was taken to the minors’ section at Megiddo where 

I spent the rest of my prison sentence. In prison I did not have any family visits because my sentence 

was too short. I played table tennis to pass the time and watched television. There were no classes 

because it was the summer holidays.  
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Testimony 9 - September 

 

Name: A.A.M.M. 

Age: 14 

Date: 1 September 2021 

Location: Bethlehem, West Bank 

Accusation: Throwing Molotov cocktail/pipe bomb 

 

On 1 September 2021, a 14-year-old minor from Bethlehem was arrested by Israeli soldiers from 

home at 3:30 a.m. He reports being interrogated several times without first being informed of his 

full legal rights prior to each interrogation.   

 

Israeli soldiers broke open our front door with a metal tool at around 3:30 a.m. I was still awake because 

I had just got home from a party. Lots of soldiers entered our home and almost immediately dragged me 

aside. I hardly had time to put my clothes on. They pushed me against a wall and pushed my father 

because he stood in their way. One of the soldiers asked me for my name and aimed his gun at my mother 

and younger brother. 

  

Once they identified me they tied my hands behind my back with two plastic ties on top of each other. 

The ties were tight and painful and constricted the blood flow to my wrists. They remained inside our 

house for about 15 minutes. They gave my father a document filled out in Hebrew and made him sign 

it. Then they swore at me, my mother and sister.  

  

After 15 minutes they took me outside where they pushed me into the back of a military jeep and made 

me sit on a metal seat. Inside the jeep I was blindfolded, pushed and struck with the back of a gun.  

  

Then the jeep drove to Atarot police station in East Jerusalem where I was left in an outdoor cage, in the 

sun, until around noon before being taken for interrogation. During this time, I was given some food and 

drink and I was allowed to use a toilet. Then a soldier removed the blindfold and shackled me and took 

me to an interrogation room. 

  

The interrogator was wearing civilian clothes and had a camera and a voice recorder in the room. He 

phoned a lawyer and allowed me to speak to him. The lawyer told me not to give the interrogator a hard 

time and advised me to confess in order to be sent home. We spoke for about two minutes and the 

interrogator was listening to the conversation on speaker phone. Then the interrogator told me all I was 

allowed to do was answer his questions. He did not inform me of my right to silence.  

  

The interrogator accused me of throwing a Molotov cocktail and pipe bombs at a road tunnel used by 

settlers. I denied the accusation. Then he showed me some photographs and video footage and told me 

soldiers had testified against me. He was rough and spoke with a loud aggressive voice. He threatened 

to arrest my father if I did not confess and told me my friends had confessed against me. I continued to 

deny the accusation. He questioned me in three sessions over about four hours in all. 

  

At the end of the interrogation I was told to sign a large number of documents written in Hebrew. At 

first, I refused to sign and asked for a translation. When he refused to provide a translation, I signed 

because I wanted the process to end.  
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After the interrogation I was taken to Ofer prison. I arrived there at around 10:00 p.m. I was strip searched 

before being taken to the quarantine section where I spent 14 days.  

  

About 10 days later I was handcuffed to the front and taken for a second interrogation. I did not speak 

with a lawyer prior to the interrogation and the interrogator did not inform me of my right to silence. He 

had a camera and a voice recorder in the room. He warned me against lying and told me he had 

photographic evidence against me. He accused me of the same accusations and told me if I confessed he 

would send me home. He was calm and questioned me for about 30 minutes. At the end he asked me to 

sign a document written in Hebrew and I signed.  

  

After the interrogation I was taken back to the quarantine section. On the way back, a soldier offered me 

an alcoholic drink but I refused to take it. Then he showed me video footage of a stone throwing incident 

and told me I was going to prison while he was going to the shopping Mall. 

  

My first military court hearing was two days after my arrest. It was conducted on zoom. My parents did 

not attend because they were not informed about the hearing. I had about 10 hearings in all. About two 

months before I was released I was sentenced in a plea bargain to six months in prison and fined NIS 

2,000. I was also given another 14 months in prison suspended for five years. My parents also had to 

pay a NIS 10,000 bond payable if I am arrested again within five years. I accepted the offer because I 

thought it was better than the 18 months in prison the prosecutor was asking for.  

  

I spent 14 days at the quarantine section before being taken to section 13 at Ofer where I served the 

remaining time. In prison I passed the time cooking in the kitchen. I made ice cream from sour cream 

and juice. I had a family visit on average once a month and I called home from a phone provided by the 

prison authorities once every 14 days. I also attended classes in Arabic, Hebrew and mathematics and I 

played table tennis.  

  

I was released at Ofer on 8 February 2022 and I went home with my brother and his friends. I arrived 

home at round 10:00 p.m.  
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Testimony 10 - October 

 

Name: M.M.J.H. 

Age: 16 

Date: 29 October 2021 

Location: Dheisheh, West Bank 

Accusation: Throwing stones 

 

On 29 October 2021, a 16-year-old minor from Dheisheh refugee camp was arrested by Israeli 

soldiers by Route 60 at 4:00 p.m. He reports being interrogated several times without being 

informed of his full legal rights prior to each interrogation.   

 

I was walking with some friends along Route 60 when a group of Israeli soldiers ambushed us. It was 

around 4:00 p.m. They were hiding inside a house and when we walked by they rushed out. Two of the 

soldiers grabbed me and beat me up. Then they led me away while still beating me. We walked for about 

an hour. My eye swelled and I bled from my nose and cheek. I was in pain and could no longer walk. 

The soldiers also swore at me.  

  

At one point the soldiers called an ambulance because I was bleeding heavily. The paramedics arrived 

and treated me on site. Then a soldier blindfolded me and tied my hands behind my back with three 

plastic ties: one on each wrist and another connecting the two. The ties were very tight and caused me a 

lot of pain and left marks on my wrists for a long time. Then they took me to the back of a military jeep 

and made me sit on the metal floor. Inside the jeep a soldier aimed his gun at me while the other soldiers 

continued to beat me and swear at me.  

  

They took me to a nearby Israeli police station where I waited for a short while before I was taken to a 

room where they removed the ties and the blindfold. Then they phoned a lawyer for me and I spoke to 

him. The lawyer spoke for a short time and told me to take care of myself. Then I was taken to an 

interrogation room. 

  

The interrogator wore a police uniform and spoke to me through an interpreter. The interrogator saw my 

injured face but did not ask about it. He did not inform me of my right to silence and started to ask me 

about my friends. He wanted to know their names. Then he showed me video footage of clashes with 

soldiers and accused me of intending to throw stones at soldiers. I denied the accusation. At first, he was 

calm but when I denied the accusation he changed his behaviour. He thumped the table and shouted at 

me telling me I was a liar.  Then he wanted to know the names of my friends. He repeated the same 

questions and accusations many times. 

  

At one point I asked to use the toilet and he allowed me but while accompanied by a soldier who did not 

leave me alone for a second.  

  

At the end of the interrogation, the interrogator asked me to sign a document written in Hebrew and I 

refused to sign and asked for a translation but he refused. Then he told a soldier to take me out and told 

him to beat me up. The soldiers beat me while I waited outside.  
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After the interrogation I was taken to the police station in Etzion settlement. I was searched in my clothes 

and then I was taken to a cell with other boys. I was left there for five days. During this time, I had my 

first military court hearing via zoom. My parents were there and my detention was extended. 

  

After five days I was taken to a separate cell where I spent 10 days in solitary confinement. The cell was 

the size of a small bathroom and had one small window which let some light in. They left a light on at 

night and I could not sleep well. I was bored and tired and short-tempered because of the small space. 

The food was not good, it was mostly bread and sweetened yogurt, the kind given to infants. Sometimes 

I could speak to other detainees held in solitary confinement in other cells on the same floor when the 

guards were not around. They told me they might take me to the informants’ cell and warned me not to 

say anything. I was worried about this possibility the whole time and the thought of being in the same 

cell with informants stressed me. Thankfully, I was not taken there. 

  

After 10 days in solitary confinement I spent three more days in a cell with other detainees.  

  

After three days I was taken to Ofer and interrogated again. A person started to threaten me and I did 

not realise at first that he was the interrogator. He told me he was going to drive me nuts. Then I was 

taken to another room and the same person walked in. He did not allow me to speak to a lawyer and did 

not inform me of my right to silence. He sat me down on a chair and we were separated by a glass barrier. 

  

He wanted to know the names of my friends. Then he accused me of being a member of Hamas. I denied 

the accusation. He kept me there until around 9:00 p.m. and then asked me to sign some documents 

written in Hebrew. I signed some but not all. Then I was searched in my clothes before being taken to 

the quarantine section where I spent 10 days with other boys. Then I was taken to another section where 

I was with adults. 

  

I had about 12 military court hearings. At the last one, which was about two months before my release, 

I was sentenced in a plea bargain to six months in prison and fined NIS 2,000. I was also given a 

suspended sentence. My lawyer told me to accept the bargain and I did. 

  

In prison I exercised and lifted weights and I attended classes in Arabic, Hebrew and Mathematics. I had 

one family visit and I called home from a telephone provided by the prison authorities once every 14 

days.  

  

I was released at Ofer on 8 March 2022. My parents were not there and I called a friend who is a taxi 

driver who took me home. I arrived home at around midnight. My mother did not celebrate my home 

coming because my grandmother had died just a few weeks earlier. I was very sad that I did not have a 

chance to see her before she died. I also found out that my father’s work permit had been cancelled. We 

have no income and my father did not have a job for months. This caused a lot of tension between my 

parents and they now want to divorce. My father blames my mother for everything. 

  

About a week after I was released an intelligence officer phoned my father and told him to bring me for 

a chat. My father and I went to Ofer and waited for a long time but no one let us in, so we went home. 

The same thing happened four times; the intelligence officer kept calling my father asking him to bring 

me for a chat and when we went we were not let in.  
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I hardly leave home these days because of the suspended sentence. I am scared that they might arrest me 

again and I am worried about the phone calls from the intelligence officer. I want to study for my final 

high school exams and I don’t want to be thinking about anything else. 
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Testimony 11 - November 

 

Name: H.A.M.H. 

Age: 17 

Date: 18 November 2021 

Location: Hosan, West Bank 

Accusation: Throwing stones / Molotov cocktails 

 

On 18 November 2021, a 17-year-old minor from Hosan was arrested by Israeli soldiers at 3:30 

a.m.  He reports being interrogated several times without consulting with a lawyer or being 

informed of his right to silence and spending six days in solitary confinement.  

 

My father phoned me at work at around 3:30 a.m. and told me to come home. I was working as a guard. 

I knew there was something wrong so I did not comply. He phoned me again and I did not answer. About 

10 minutes later the Israeli commander phoned me and told me he had taken my father and brother as 

hostages until I turn myself in. I told him to come and arrest me from work. 

  

Shortly afterwards, a military jeep showed up at my work. A soldier said they were going to take me for 

questioning for a short while and would release me soon.  

  

A soldier then tied my hands behind my back with one plastic tie which was not painful. He threatened 

if I caused him troubles he would tighten it. He also blindfolded me. The soldiers then walked me to a 

nearby military base at the settlement of Bitar Illit. They left me outside the settlement and my father 

came and brought my identity card. Then I was taken to the back of a troop carrier which took me to the 

police station in Etzion settlement. 

  

At Etzion I was left outside in the hot sun for about six hours; until around noon. I was not given any 

food or drink and I was not allowed to use the toilet. Then I was searched in my boxer shorts before 

being taken to a cell where I was left in solitary confinement for six days. After six days they brought 

my brother in. I found the six days in solitary confinement hard to take as I had no idea how long it was 

going to last. 

  

The following day I had a military court hearing which was conducted via video link. My parents did 

not attend because they were not notified. My detention was extended. On the fifth day I was handcuffed 

and shackled and then I was taken to Ofer for interrogation.  

  

The interrogator asked me how I was and asked me to sit down on a chair. He asked me if I wanted to 

call a lawyer and I told him I did not. He did not call one for me. Then without informing me of my right 

to silence, he told me two of my friends had confessed against me. He accused me of throwing stones 

and Molotov cocktails. I denied the accusation and told him I did not know the boys whom he claimed 

had confessed against me.  

  

Then the interrogator wanted to know why, in my opinion, my friends had confessed against me if I did 

not do anything. When he asked me this question I mistakenly told the interrogator I had a fight with the 

two boys and that was why they confessed against me. The interrogator then realised I actually knew the 

two boys very well.  
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I was questioned for about an hour and the interrogator was calm. He did not threaten or abuse me. At 

the end, the interrogator asked me to sign a document written in Hebrew. I signed without understanding 

what was written in it. After the interrogation I was taken back to Etzion police station. 

  

I had seven military court hearings and at the last one, which was on 23 February 2022, I was sentenced 

in a plea bargain to four months in prison and fined NIS 4,000. I was also given a suspended sentence 

of a further 10 months in prison, suspended for five years. I accepted the plea bargain because my lawyer 

told me it was the best I was going to get. 

  

After spending eight days at Etzion of which I spent six days in solitary confinement and two days with 

my brother, I was taken to Ofer prison. At Ofer I was strip searched before being taken to the juveniles’ 

section where I spent the rest of my prison sentence.  

  

In prison I had one family visit. I exercised and attended classes in Arabic and Hebrew, but then the 

teacher was sacked because she was too nice to us and brought us cakes. I was released from Ofer on 13 

March 2022, and I went home with my friend. I arrived home at around noon. 
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Testimony 12 - December 

 

Name: M.A.M.Z. 

Age: 17 

Date: 23 December 2021 

Location: Assileh Alharithiyeh, West Bank 

Accusation: Shooting, weapon possession  

 

On 23 December 2021, a 17-year-old minor from Assileh Alharithiyeh was arrested from home by 

Israeli soldiers at 3:00 a.m. He reports being interrogated multiple times without being informed 

of his legal rights and spending 31 days in solitary confinement. 

 

I woke up to the sound of loud banging at our front door. It was around 3:00 a.m. I got up and heard 

Israeli soldiers outside trying to break open our front door with a hydraulic jack. They broke the door 

open and about 10 soldiers entered our home.  

  

The soldiers immediately took me aside and separated me from the rest of my family. Then they gave 

my father a document written in Hebrew and asked him to sign it. My father refused to sign.  

  

Then the soldiers searched our home for about two hours, turning things upside down. They knocked 

things off the shelves and broke glass and threw clothes on the floor. They spilled our olive oil on the 

kitchen floor. They told us they were looking for weapons but they did not find anything. 

  

Then they took me outside where a soldier tied my hands to the front with two plastic tied on top of each 

other. The ties were painful and when I asked them to loosen them they refused. Then they blindfolded 

me and took me to the back of a military jeep. A soldier swore at me and made me sit on the metal floor. 

When I asked to sit on a seat he slapped me. 

  

I was taken to Salem interrogation centre where I was left in an open area for about five hours. A soldier 

removed the ties and then re-tied me and shackled my feet and connected the hand-ties to the shackles. 

This caused me to be bent backwards in an uncomfortable position. I did not sleep at all. I was not given 

anything to eat or drink and I was not allowed to use the toilet.  

  

At around 9:30 a.m. I was taken to Al Jalama interrogation centre, inside Israel. At Al Jalama I was strip 

searched before being taken to an interrogation room. I was still tied and blindfolded. The interrogator, 

who had a camera in the room, removed the blindfold but did not untie me. Instead, he asked me to sit 

on a chair and tied me to the chair. He did not call a lawyer for me and told me I would see a lawyer in 

court. He said I had to remain silent in court. He also told me I was not allowed to speak except in 

response to a question.  

  

Then he accused me of taking part in a Jihad Islami demonstration and shooting at soldiers and weapon 

possession. I denied the accusations. Then he told me lots of boys and young men had confessed against 

me. He was aggressive and thumped the table and raised his voice at me. He threatened to demolish our 

house and make my family homeless. He said my mother would have a heart attack. 
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At one point three other interrogators joined him and they were all shouting at me telling me I was a lair. 

In all I was questioned for about seven hours. Sometimes the interrogators left me in the room by myself. 

At the end the interrogator asked me to sign a document written in Hebrew but I refused to sign.  

  

After the interrogation I was taken to an underground cell measuring about 1 x 1 meters. There were no 

windows and the walls were rough and painted black. There was a torn mattress on the floor and a long 

hole in the ground which was the toilet. There was also a small metal sink. I was left in this cell for 31 

days in solitary confinement. I was interrogated on a daily basis, sometimes every other day. In total I 

think I was interrogated 20 times. 

  

On two occasions they allowed me to call my parents to tell them I was ok. Only on the fourth day was 

I allowed to speak to a lawyer. The lawyer told me to answer the questions they ask me and told me he 

would see me in court. The interrogations focused on the same accusations. They wanted to know who 

was shooting at soldiers. They accused me of trading in weapons and wanted me to confess. After each 

interrogation I was asked to sign documents in Hebrew. Sometimes I signed and sometimes I did not. I 

was never informed of my right to silence and when I did remain silent the interrogator yelled at me. 

  

The time I spent in solitary confinement was hard. I did not sleep well and I thought about my parents. 

I felt I had become autistic because of lack of interaction with other people. I recited the Quran. A dim 

light was left on 24 hours and I did not know day from night. I had no idea what day of the week it was. 

When I could not take it any longer I refused to eat and went on hunger strike demanding to be taken 

out of solitary confinement. For three days I did not eat anything and I lost about 12 kilos. The 

interrogators kept telling me to confess if I wanted to be taken out of solitary confinement. I did not 

confess. 

  

After spending 31 days in solitary confinement I was taken to Megiddo prison, also inside Israel, where 

I was searched in my clothes before being taken to the quarantine section. I spent a few days there and 

then I was put in the minors’ section. 

  

My first military court hearing was a week after I had been arrested. It was on zoom and my parents did 

not attend because they were not informed. My detention was extended. I had 11 hearings. My last 

hearing was about a month before I was released. I was sentenced in plea bargain to four months in 

prison and fined NIS 3,000. I was also given another year in prison suspended for three years. My lawyer 

told me the deal was good and I accepted it. 

  

I spent the rest of my prison sentence at Megiddo. I was happy to be with other detainees where I could 

at least see the sun and know what day of the week it was. I did not have any family visits and my parents 

were not able to deposit money for me with the canteen.   

  

I was released at Salem on 8 April 2022. My parents did not know I was going to be released on that 

day. I called them and they met me half way. I arrived home in the afternoon. I had a nice meal with 

family and friends and was happy to see everyone. I left school when I was in eighth grade. I now paint 

walls and work as a plasterer.  
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ANNEXURE B 

STANDARD ARREST DOCUMENT 
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ANNEXURE C 

GSS (ISA) RIGHTS IN CUSTODY DOCUMENT (ARABIC) 

PROVIDED IN SOME INTERROGATIONS 
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TRANSLATION 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

State of Israel 

General Security Service 

Document for Detained Person 

You are now being interrogated by the General Security Service which the Israeli Police will take part in, 

and you are suspected of committing offences as mentioned in the arrest warrant. 

Following is a list of the rights that you have and also the restrictions which those conducting the 

interrogation and those responsible at the detention centre have the right to impose on you. 

First: Legal rights 

1. To inform someone of your choice of your arrest. 

2. You have the right to consult with a lawyer of your choice. 

3. You have the right, at any time and in accordance with the applicable law, to submit any request 

or complaint to the court regarding your arrest, either personally or through the lawyer you 

appoint.  

4. You are not obliged, during the interrogation, to make any statements that might convict you, 

but abstaining from answering questions may re-enforce evidence against you. 

Second: Rights pertaining to your prison conditions 

1. You have the right to have a shower once a day, but the person conducting the interrogation, 

under certain circumstances, has the right to delay granting you this right for no more than 

three days. 

2. You have the right to receive clothes. 

3. You have the right to receive blankets for your personal use. 

4. You have the right to appropriate medical treatment following your examination by a doctor. 

Third: Obligations and restrictions 

1. In accordance with the law, it is possible not to grant you a meeting with the lawyer you 

appoint, for reasons provided for in the law. 

2. In this case, your detention will be extended by the court, without being able to see your lawyer, 

keeping in mind the lawyer can submit a complaint on your behalf. 

3. We warn you, in accordance with the law, not to deliberately obstruct the interrogation as 

obstructing the interrogation – or attempting to do so – is considered an offence. 

4. You are obliged to keep your cell clean and to take good care of the items you received. 

5. Should you fail to implement the duties concerning good conduct in detention, disciplinary 

actions will be taken against you to impose order in accordance with the law. 
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ANNEXURE D 

CHILDREN HELD IN SOLITARY CONFINEMENT (2021) 

# Name Age 
Date of 

Arrest 
Residence Facility Location 

Solitary 

(days) 

2021 

1 M.A.A.D. 17 8 Jan Qabatiya Al Jalama Israel  16 

2 T.R.M.H. 17 10 Jan Aida Al Mascobiyyeh Israel 3 

3 A.T.R.A. 17 11 Jan Qabatiya Al Jalama Israel 15 

4 L.A.Y.A. 17 13 Jan Jenin Ofek Israel 20 

5 H.A.M.A. 17 16 Jan Hebron Askalan Israel 24 

6 A.S.E.K. 16 19 Jan Hizma Ashkelon Israel 14 

7 A.I.A.J. 17 19 Jan Salem Petah Tikva Israel 14 

8 M.R.K.M. 16 28 Jan Al Jalazun Etzion Palestine 16 

9 M.O.A.S. 17 28 Jan Qabatiya Kishon/Megiddo Israel 23 + 13 

10 A.N.H.H. 17 29 Jan Balata Petah Tikva Israel 8  

11 H.M.H.H. 17 29 Jan Balata Petah Tikva Israel 8 

12 O.O.M.H. 17 29 Jan Balata Petah Tikva Israel 11 

13 M.A.K.U. 16 31 Jan Qabatiya Al Jalama/Petah Israel 15 + 10 

14 I.A.S.L. 17 7 Feb Qabatiya Huwwara Palestine 15 

15 Y.B.M.K. 16 10 Feb Qabitya Settlement Palestine 14 

16 M.S.Y.S. 17 19 Feb Atara Etzion Palestine 8 

17 H.Y.H.M. 16 24 Feb Al Jalazun Etzion Palestine 16 

18 A.L.F.M. 17 16 Mar Qabitya Al Jalama Israel 7 

19 M.R.F.Q. 17 16 Mar Kifl Haris Al Jalama Israel 17 

20 M.A.M.W. 16 17 Mar Kafr Ni'meh Al Mascobiyyeh Israel 29 

21 A.G.M.J. 16 18 Mar Hebron Etzion Palestine 3 

22 M.M.A.S. 17 24 Mar Jenin Huwwara Palestine 17 

23 A.R.S.Z. 17 31 Mar Al Jalazun Etzion Palestine 25 

24 M.H.M.Z. 16 7 Apr Beit Ummar Etzion Palestine 18  

25 H.A.M.C. 16 25 Apr Bethlehem Al Mascobiyyeh Israel 20 

26 M.M.A.Z. 16 30 Apr Jerusalem Al Mascobiyyeh Israel 7 

27 A.N.S.J. 16 10 May Jenin Huwwara Palestine 5 

28 M.A.H.M. 17 12 May Qarawa B' Zaid Al Jalama Israel 7 + 3 

29 M.O.A.N. 17 17 May Tulkarem Huwwara Palestine 10 

30 K.M.A.N. 17 18 May Habla Megiddo Israel 5 

31 A.M.S.H. 16 25 May Al Araqa Huwwara Palestine 8 

32 A.A.A.R. 17 26 May Qalandiya Al Mascobiyyeh Israel 7 

33 S.M.Y.M. 17 16 Jun Ramallah Askalan Israel 15 

34 A.J.A.F. 17 31 Jul Tubas Ofer Palestine 7 

35 A.F.M.D. 16 7 Aug Beit Fajjar Etzion Palestine 9 

36 A.M.A.M. 17 9 Aug Beita Huwwara Palestine 9 

37 A.M.T.H. 14 5 Oct Hebron Ofer Palestine 9 

38 M.S.M.Z. 17 17 Oct Ein Qinya Huwwara Palestine 15 

39 Q.R.N.A. 15 24 Oct Husan Ofer Palestine 2 

40 M.M.J.H. 16 29 Oct Dheisheh Etzion Palestine 10 

41 H.A.M.H. 17 18 Nov Husan Etzion Palestine 6 

42 M.A.M.Z. 17 23 Dec Assileh Al Jalama Israel 31 
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End Notes 

 
1 The "long-term average" is based on the data included in MCW's Comparative Graph for each of the 13 issues between 

2013 and 2021. 

 
2 Assumes an annual detention rate of 500-1,000 children each year since January 2015 and applies an average annual 

transfer rate of 58 percent provided by the Israeli Prison Service (IPS) for the period January 2015 to June 2022. 

 
3 The UN estimates that between June 1967 and January 2008, 700,000 Palestinian adults and children were 

"imprisoned". Assuming a constant rate of detention between June 1967 and January 2008 (40.5 years), this estimate 

suggests an annual average of 17,284 detentions. Since January 2008, detention rates for adults and children have been 

trending downwards – assuming an annual decline of 50 percent in detention rates since January 2008, this would 

suggest an additional 125,309 detentions during the intervening 14.5 years up to June 2022 – giving a total estimate of 

825,309 detentions between June 1967 and June 2022. (See: UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in 

the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, Professor John Dugard, Human Rights Situation in Palestine and Other 

Occupied Arab Territories, 21 January 2008, A/HRC/7/17, paragraph 45). 

 
4 Based on data provided by the IPS, approximately 4 percent of detainees held in IPS facilities are children (based on 

a 10-year average (2013-2022).  

 
5 In relation to indictments in the military courts, 3 data points are available. According to references cited in the IDF 

Law Review, Vol. 18 (2005), pages 299-300, in the 8 years between 1993 and 2000, 124,000 "prosecutions" were 

conducted in the military courts, with an annual average of 15,500. According to the Annual Activity Report of the 

Military Courts, between 2008 and 2013, an average of 8,343 "indictments" were filed each year. According to 

information received under a Freedom of Information application, in 2017 there were 10,454 “indictments” in the 

military courts (https://is.gd/PNYp44). Taking the average of these 3 data points (11,432 indictments per annum) 

suggests a total number of indictments in the military courts during the 55 years since June 1967 as 628,760. In the case 

of children, the military authorities have released data indicating that between 2013 and 2015, there was an average of 

501 indictments each year. Assuming a constant rate for 55 years, this would total 27,555 children indicted since June 

1967. This figure does not include children arrested and released without being indicted, or children detained for up to 

6 hours without being arrested, as permitted under Israeli military law.  

 
6 See for example: UN Secretary General's Annual Report on Children and Armed Conflict (April 2016); UNICEF, 

Children in Israeli Military Detention: Observations and Recommendations (February 2013); US State Department, 

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2016 - Israel and The Occupied Territories (see also the reports for 

2017-2021); Children in Military Custody: A report written by a delegation of British lawyers on the treatment of 

Palestinian children under Israeli military law (June 2012); and B'Tselem - No Minor Matter: Violation of the Rights of 

Palestinian Minors Arrested by Israel on Suspicion of Stone Throwing (July 2011).  

 
7 The report found that Israel’s military child detention system violates at least 6 articles under the UN Convention on 

the Rights of the Child: 

(i)      Article 2 – discrimination; 

(ii)     Article 3 – best interests; 

(iii)    Article 37(b) – premature resort to detention; 

(iv)    Article 37(c) – non-separation from adults; 

(v)     Article 37(d) – prompt access to lawyers;  

(vi)    Article 40 – use of shackles. 

The report also found that Israel will be in breach of the prohibition on cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment in Article 

37(a) of the Convention if multiple reports of ill-treatment are, to a significant extent, correct.  

 

The report also found violations of 2 articles under the Fourth Geneva Convention: 

  

(i)      Article 65 - Failure to translate all military orders from Hebrew to Arabic; 

(ii)     Article 76 - Transportation of child prisoners out of the West Bank to prisons inside Israel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=J5V0bQevz8a19020AWwFbv7lxv2
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=J5V0bQevz8a19020AWwFbv7lxv2
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=J5V0bQevz8a19020AWwFbv7lxv2
https://is.gd/PNYp44
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8 See Military Orders Nos. 1685, 1711, 1726 and 1798. Available at: https://is.gd/f4Ue7v  

 
9 Data for 2013 was provided by Israel’s then military prosecutor in the West Bank, Lt.-Col. Maurice Hirsch, at Ofer 

Military Court on 26 February 2014 and to UNICEF prior to February 2015. This is the most comprehensive data 

available and includes short term detentions (up to 6 hours), arrests and indictments. It is not clear whether this data also 

includes arrests conducted by the Israeli Boarder Police in the West Bank. 

 
10 This figure was obtained under a Freedom of Information application filed by ACRI and includes children arrested 

by both the Israeli military and police in the West Bank. 

 
11 Supra note 10. 

 
12 The average suspended sentence was 3.3 years. 

 
13 IPS data up to and including June 2021. 

 
14 Video footage of a night arrest is included in a new film by David Wachsmann: "Two Kids a Day". The trailer is 

available at: https://vimeo.com/723697009 

 
15 The military 's standard operating procedures for the use of hand ties introduced in 2010 provide as follows: 1) Hands 

should be tied in front unless security considerations require tying from behind; 2) Three plastic ties should be used, 

one around each wrist with one connecting the two; 3) There should be a finger space between the ties and each wrist; 

4) The restraints should avoid causing suffering as much as possible; and 5) The officer in charge is responsible for 

ensuring compliance with these procedures.  

 
16 Yisascharov v The Head Military Prosecutor (2006) 

 
17 MCW issued a report on solitary confinement in December 2021 - available at https://is.gd/ah2xQM  

 
18 This estimate is based on applying a solitary confinement rate of 42 percent to an annual child detention rate of 500-

1,000 children. 

 
19 According to data obtained under a freedom of information application, 72 percent of children indicted in the military 

courts in 2015 were denied bail and remanded in custody until the end of proceedings. This compares with 71 percent 

of children denied bail in 2014. By way of contrast, 17.9 percent of children indicted in Israel's civilian juvenile justice 

system were denied bail in 2015. MCW has been unable to obtain accurate official data for 2016, 2017, 2018 or 2019. 

 
20 Supra note 1. 

 
21 Supra note 7. 

 
22 The recommendation that children in detention be separated from adults (subject to their best interests) 

(recommendation No. 33) has been substantially implemented.  

 
23 IPS data as of 30 June 2022. 

 
24 This estimate is based on applying a transfer rate of 67 percent (2022) to an annual child detention rate of 500-1,000 

children. 

 
25 Supra note 2. 

 
26 Youth (Trial, Punishment and Modes of Treatment) Law (1971) 

 
27 In September 2011, Military Order 1676 came into effect requiring that all children below the age of 18 be tried before 

a military juvenile judge. However, provisions relating to arrest, detention, interrogation and sentencing for adults still 

apply to youths aged 16 and 17. 

 
28 Youth (Trial, Punishment and Modes of Treatment) Law (1971) – Section 9J. 

https://is.gd/f4Ue7v
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/files/server/new/SOLITARY%20CONFINEMENT.pdf
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=fefvg6U0GLa931029AaCtJu925We
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29 Youth (Trial, Punishment and Modes of Treatment) Law (1971) – Section 9H. A parent is allowed to be present at all 

times in circumstances where the child has not been formally arrested but may not intervene in the interrogation process. 

Exceptions include: Parents do not present themselves within a reasonable time; waiting for a parent would harm the 

investigation, the child, or a third party; parents cannot be located after a reasonable attempt; and a parent can be 

removed from the interrogation if he/she threatens the child or disrupts the interrogation. Reasons why a parent is not 

present must be documented in writing by an authorized officer. 

 
30  This time period can be extended by 12 hours for urgent investigation needs. 

 
31  This time period remains the same following the introduction of Military Order 1798 (April 2018) but extension 

periods will be reduced from 24 to 12 hours in non-security cases. 

 
32  This time period can be extended by 12 hours for urgent investigation needs. 

 
33  This time period remains the same following the introduction of Military Order 1798 (April 2018) but extension 

periods will be reduced from 48 to 24 hours in non-security cases. 

 
34  This time period was reduced from 96 hours to 72 hours in security cases following the introduction of Military 

Order 1798 (April 2018). Extension periods have also been reduced from 96 hours to 72 hours. 

 
35 Criminal Procedures (Powers of Enforcement-Arrests) Law (1996) – Section 34 (criminal offences). In the case of 

security offences, the time period is 21 days - Section 35. 

 
36 Military Order 1651 – Article 56(e) (criminal offences). In the case of security offences, the time period is 60 days 

- Articles 58 and 59. 

 
37 This period can be extended by 10 days up to a maximum of 20 days by a judge. This period can be further extended 

up to a maximum of 40 days by the Attorney General. This period can be further extended by 45 days at a time by the 

Supreme Court. 

 
38 This period can be extended by 10 days up to a maximum of 40 days by a military judge. The Military Appeals Court 

can further extend this period by 45 days at a time in security cases. Military Order 1798 (April 2018) reduced this last 

time period down from 90 days. 

 
39 Military Order 1798 (April 2018) reduced this time period down from 12 months, to 6 months for non-security 

offences and 9 months for security offences. 

 


